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England comes out of this war shattered+in wgéf'nen and childten is a revolting picture. The
. power and prestige, with her naval suprémacy Press Censcr has prevented the publication any-
.« vanished for ever, her Empire facing the pros- “where of the fact that. there were soldiers ' :
pect of gradual dissolution, and the probability ' on board the * Leinster . As a matter of fact:
of labour troubles and social and industrial fthere were néarly 609 soldiers and only a little =
. problems of the most serious kind keeping her more than a hundred civilian passengers. oy
~ * hands full for a generaton to come. T

: : 7 Two American naval officers- who were on
‘Large bodies of military, fully armed and 'board the ** Leinster ” at the time of theacei- . -
equinped or active service, occupied many dent, told a number of people in Dublin that |
public buldings and various points of i t- the English soldiers behaved with incredible
ance in Dublin on the night of Tuesday, 15th 2 cowardice and bru'ality when the ship was
Ocwober.  Farthermore, at 11.30 p.m. on the struck by the torpedo, trampling down women
Right in guestion the staffs of most of the prin- and children in the rush for the boats. - In cons
© % cipal telegraph offices throughout . Ireland were firmation of this it may be mentioned that one
ordered to go on duty in. their offices and hold ©ofthe rescued lady passengers was badly bruised
. themselves in readiness. These military acti- | s the result of blows struck at her by a soldier;
vities were -in pursuance ‘of orders previously and the body of one of the drowned women had
given, as it had been arranged by the English a bullet wound in it. The American officers on
. Goyernment and 'the military authorities that the other hand paid a tribute to the fina be-
. #_  the Otder to enforce conscription in Ireland haviour of the crew—all without exception
. should be laid on the floor of the House of Com- Irishmen or Welshmen. b

i io0S on thatday__the day of the feassembling o ¢ n Fei :
ot fﬁeg“Bﬁ nt. . %-ihr-egd ; "Acco,tiin’gvtq:he most reliable estimates based

B, rightly felt, thagthe Irish. Volunteers "Oﬂ}d “ on official figures, the Allies’ casualties since
- ""accept the publication of this Order as a formal - they started the offensive average fifty thousand
. ~delaration of war and act accordingly, and the

|
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~ Cabinet meeting ‘Un the Monday. Hi

fhers of civilans ha

military preparations were taken with a view
to this. The plot to initiate a prolonged and

., ruthless warfare in Ireland in the hope of ex-

terminating the most vigorous elements of the
population and rendering Ireland impotent was
deliberately planned, #nd there was po change
in the English Government’s intentions up to tge

i yer, the
unexpected arrival of the German Peace Note
and President Wilson's unexpected reply to it, .
creating an entirely new situation. disturbed
the designs ‘of the' plotters, and Mr. Shortt,
when ' questioméd about conscription on the
Tuesday, had * nothing to say ™.

The sgxking of*the “‘ Leinster * in the Irish -
Sea by a Germagfsubmarine has been made the
occasion of wiclent diatribes a¥inst Germany
by England’s tools in Ireland.
tions should rather be addressed against the
Eanglish: Government, which insist on, using
passenger ships for carrying troops, or rather
troo sl?:s for camrying passengers. The City
of Dublin. Steampacket Company have for a
long time been g:er,orders from the Enghsh
Government to reserve places on board for 500
soldiers at each sgili:w'g. Frequently large num-
the. boats to' make room for soldiers.” The
spectacle of Englsh soldiers sheltering behind
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heir denuncia- .

been turned away from

a day ; which means, if the offensive is kept up
on the same tefms continuously an average loss
of 13 millions a month ! A London newspaper
states thatin military circlesin London the view
is taken shat the German move for peace is due
to political vather than military considerations.
It declares that it"is not the situation on her
-home front that is causing her anxiety: ‘““The
German army has more than 200 Divisions in-
- tact (close am 3,000,000 men). and if they were
abletoretire to the line running from A ntwerp,
in front of Brussels, to Namur, and so %o the
Meuse, they might maintain the struggle for
many months, if the people'were determined to
continue.” It should be remembered that the
‘German offer to evacuate Belgium and France
is nothing new. It constituted a feature of her
.former peace offer of ‘t\?lve monjhs ago.
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* ‘The rise of démocra& and republicanismyon
“both sides seems tasbe sthe determining factor
th-¥ is forcing the belligerents on both sides to
peace ; and. the ruler most definitely committed
to the principles of democracy and self-deter-_*
mination seems: déstined to have the greatest

voice. a peace settlement. Afgood @men for

Irish Républicans. o
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Tugaidh . airet mhaith ~d’bhur .ngunnat a

bhuachailli, Ni fios cathoin a bheidh gddi'led
aris. ' Nd Biodh éin mhéirg ortha. s
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