






ANTI ROUND. UP MEASUR J3S 
"PROPER PROTECTION" 

.A recent order from one of our Southern Uniti 
further emphasises the need of proper Protection 
,Measures. It says: ','Non-protection from enemy 
surprise is about the only danger we will be in for 
the future. . . Proper protection measures will keep 
the enemy on a fool's errand and waste the time and 
energy of his forces on operations which are useless 
to him from a military point of view." It must be 
clearly grasped that a big, sweeping movement which 
results in securing only a small number of men is an 
enemy reverse. Such drives involve for the enemy a 
really serious expenditure of effort, and latterly he has 
been making them simultaneously in several places. 
His efforts up to the present have not met with any 
outstanding successes, and with the adoption by us of 
proper counter-measures he should meet with stjll 

. less success in future. 
, It must be clearly understood that in meeting the 
enemy round-up tactics our aim is not merely defen
sive. It is not simply a question of saving our own 
skins: tbe real object is to leave the enemy so worn
out and disheartened, that they will be, in a poor 
position to meet our counter strokes at a hter period, 
If the enemy spends the summer months in fruitless 
sealches his sting will be drawn and he will not have 
much power of resistance. It is because this is so that 
he is crying out for reinforcements. 

For purposes of meeting these round-ups it is 
necessary to organise our entire force very th6roughly 
for purposes of information . For this object every 
man-and naturally every officer too must regard him
self as a scout. This means that we can have dIe 
entire country dotted over with scouts, because our men 
five everywhere. Local Officers must pay special atten
tion to tris point, because if it is thoroughly seen to it 
would <!nsure that no move of the enemy could take 
place without our knowledge. -

This principle of complete organisation applies to all 
areas-not merdy those contai:1ing enemy stations. It 
is even more importal!t in areas where the enemy only 
goes on raids. In the latter cases his mere presence 
is a'clear indication of his intentions, .and should be 
instantly reported on. Speedy and widespread 
repQrting of enemy activi;y is a matter of local 
organisatiol,: where local orgaoi;atioll is good very 
useful results have invariably been obtained. 

For example, one effect of local organisation would 
be that local units-companies or outposts-would 
at once get busy to snipe rounding-up parties, A few 
shots fired will in all probability result in an hour's 
delay, and the hour's delay in turn would mean that 
all chance of suprise by the enemy was gone-and 
�P�J�s�s�~�b�l�y� that a severe counter-stroke could be prepared 
ior him, 

ENGLISH FORCES IN IRELAND III 
In the first article of this series there was 

explained the general disposition of the English in 
Ireland: in the second arJ;icle the disposition of his 
left or southern wing, which was treated of first 
because it was where he was acting most on the 
offensive at the moment. In the present article we 
shall consider his opposi:te Hank in Ulster. This is 
much weaker numerically than the left, because in 
this case the enemy depends on the friendly popu
lation from amongwhichhe can recruit large numbers 
of specials-thus setting free large l1ulubers of 
Regular troops. 

The English Army maintains in Ulster the 1st 
Division ha.ving its Headquarters at Belfast. This 
Division consists of two Brigades-the 15th Infantry 
Brigade having Headquarters at Belfast and the 
Londonderry Infantry Brigade having Headquarters 
at Derry. In addition to the Infantry there are 
Engineer units at each Brigade Headquarters and 
there are two Batteries of Artillery_ at Dundalk. 

The Battalions of the 15th Brigade number five:
one at Belfast, one at Carrickfergus, one at Hollywood 
two at Ballykinlar. It is instructive to note that the 
prisoners at Ballykinlar 'contain' two Qattalions. 
The battalions of the Londonderry Brigade are 
stationed three at Derry, one at Strabane, one at 
Finner, thus encircling Donegal along the land side. 
Of course, there are detachments and sub-divisions 
of these battalions; �b�~� .these do not affect the dis· 
position as 110 whole. 

It will be noted that" this English Division is 
disposed in two equal portions of a Brigade each, 
and that the two Brigade centres are pretty far 
distant from each other-Belfast and Derry. Hence 
the communications between these two centres are 
of outsta.nding importance, and interference with 
them tends very effectively towards breaking up his 
cohesion. There are two main lines of enemy 
communieation here running East and West: Belfast 
-Ballymena-Colerane--Derry and Belfast-Port· 
adown-Dungarvan-Omagh-Enniskillen. These 
are joined by two lateral lines Coleraine--Maghera.
felt-Dungannon and Derry-Strabane-Omagh. 
These are the railway lines and the road routes run 
parallel to them. Lough Neagh and the Sperrin 
Mountains form nota.ble breaks in the area as a whole 
and greatly reduce the number of routes possible. 

As has been said previously, attackS on enemy 
lines of communication are of paramount importance. 
Both his main routes, his lateral routes, and every 
small link in his communic.ation system should 
be struck at. Where "he is already dispersed he 
should be hammered hard, where he is not dispersed 
he should be induced to split up and divide his forces. 
His communications supply us with the key as to 
what methods to adopt. 


