








( Continued from page 1)

under desperately heavy fire from 30 men who
comprised the patrol that suprised us. I retreated up
very rising ground and succeeded in gaining thz top
safely. The other man did not follow me I then had
only two rounds of ammunition left. Two soldiers
coming from a flank got very close to me, I managed
to shoot the foremost in the arm and he dropped his
rifle, I cannot say if it is a more serious wound. The
other soldier then halted and I retreated at top speed
towards Tlmoleague out side of which place I hid my
“Peter” and remaining round of ammunition. I
~ entered a farmers house 4and got a pony and trap and
drove furiously through the village of Timoleague in
the Bandon direction. . My intention was to warn some
of the Brigade Staff who were to hold a meeting close
to the place where I was first attacked.

I had travelled about one mile of the road when I
ran into another cycling patrol of military. I had no
option now but to submit to arrest. I was taken into

/ custody with another man that was arrested along the
road. One soldier was placed in charge of both of us
with orders to take us on to Timoleague the direction
in which the patrol was proceeding. The patrol went
ahead and I proceeded along the road about 400 yards
with my guard when I saw that the rest of the party
went out of sight round a turn. ' I then rushed my
guard taking hold of his rifle, he dealt me a violent
blow on the face but I hit back quickly at the same
time striking him with my knee in the pit of the
stomach and he fell. T then got complete possession
of his rifle and he sprang to his feetand ran. I fired
one shot from rifle at him bJt missed him, I was a bt
flurried after the struggle. He continued running and
taking aim again I fired and he fell and lay on the road.

On examining the rifle I found it to contain 3 rounds.
I then got away safely with the rifle the number of
which is 2465, the man from whom I captured it is a
Corporal in the Essex Regt. who boasted to me that”
he had beaten 5 B Shinners.

HOW VOLUNTEERS MEET
DEATH

The following occurs in a report from Mid-Clare,

On the 10th June a party of four Volunteers of this
Brigade while engaged in cutting wires on the railway
at Meelick were surprised by a party of 30 enemy
military _with two machine guns. Owing to an
accidental shot being mistaken for the dismiss signal
all the outposts had withdrawn and the enemy travelling
in a train with steam off and down hill, s“ept round
a turn on the four men without any warning. The
train pulled up at once and fire was opened by the
enemy at close range. . The O.C. of our men.was up
on a telegraph pole at the time and when he shouted
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a warning the other three dashed away, two to one side
and one to the other he himself only having tame to
jump behind a low bank beside the railway when fire
opened M. Gleeson and C. Mc Carthy got some
distance up the field when Mc Carthy fell wounded.
Gleeson went on but on reaching a place of safety he
found his companion missing and on seeing him lying
wounded in the fieln he immediately started baek
again for him. A machine-gun and about a dozen
rifles were playing on the field about 100 yards range
while a party of 5 soldiers crossed up to cut off the
retreat of the two men. It must have been as evident
to Gleeson as it was to my informants who were look-
ing on that no power on earth could have saved Mc
Carthy but apparently he preferred going back and
dying with his comrades to leaving him. He raced
down under a hail of bullets, lifted up Me Carthy
and brought him up across the field with his left
arm around him while he fired back at the pursuing
soldiers with his revolver. A little further up
Gleeson fell badly waunded and Mc Carthy struggled
on. When the soldiers came up on him this hero
of 20 years who was never before in action, lying
wounded and dying on the ground was still uncon-
quered. In his last moments he fired his last catridge
at them and according to the British O.C. Y(a Lieut.
Gordon, Royal Scots) he drew his last breath and
pulled his trigger on an empty case together. He
pulled again after his last shot but his revolver was
empty. The British Officer who was through the
European War stated he (Gleeson) was the bravest
man he had ever seen. :
At the other side of the railway another fine feat
was performed. The O.C. had jumped down from
the pole behind alow wall. While he remaind lying
flat he was under cover but immediatly he stirred he
would be seen and the train with the enemy in it
was only a few feet from him. To get away he had
to stand up and get over a thick fence of wire and
hedge. His companion (1st. Lieut. A. Coy. 2nd. Batt.)
got away on getting the first alarm but on missing his
O.C. he came back agam He sized up the situation

4 1mmedmtly, seeing that if he could attract the attent-

ion of the enemy ee might succeed in getting his O.C.
away. He immediatly opened fire with a Martini
rifle and hit one soldier twice when he attempted to
get out of the carrage. One of the machine-guns
and 9 or 10 rifles were trained on him but he stood
his ground bebind a pier until his O.C. succeeded in
getting to cover. - His rifle jammed after a few shots
but when the enemy saw one of their comrades badly
wounded no further diversion was needed to make
them turn their attention to their own skins.

At the present time every cowpany should
have a week-end Training Camp. A programme
for one appears next week.



