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An: t-Oglach -A HISTORY·MAKING JOURNAL. 
The fir"t instalment of a history of " An t-Oglach " 

appeared in our issue of June 24th, and aroused ,,:ide­
spread interest . 'lhe historian was unable to contmue 
the story at the t ime, owing to the �e �n�g�r �o�s�~ �i�n �g� nature 
of the duties imposed upon him by the disturbances 
that ensued. The history will now be resumed, anu 
in thi ' issue we reproduce portion of the matter that 
already appeared. One fact is brought out in this 
narrative which is of even great l' interest now than 
at the time it was written-the close a sociation of the 
late General Collins with the tarting and production 
of the journal. It may be said �~ �e�. �r �e� �t�h �a �~� there was 
no important branch of Army activity �d�u�r�~�n�g� the war 
with the Briti sh with which General Collms was not 
closely associated. 

After dealing with the history of the" Irish Volun­
t eer, " which was in a sense thc predecessor of " An 
t-Oglach," the historian continues:-

Birth of " An t .Oglach." 
For over two years the Volunteers remain en the 

an offici al organ. In July, 1918, at . given a big 
threat of Conscription by En" organisation of the 
stimulus to the recruiti 'Ive that then controlled 
Irish Volunteers .ed the idea of printing and pub­
the Volu an �o�~�C�1�a�l� organ for circulation amongst 
Ii . The project at the timc was considereo. a 

Ill? and difficult one. Michael Collins, who then 
co.mbmed the positions of Adjutant General and 
puector �o �~� Organisation, interested himself actively 
m the proJect, and all the details in connection with 
the printing and distribution of the organ were carried 
out by offici als of his department. The writer then 
.. on the run," was appointed edit{) r, and has �h�~�d� the 
honour to hold that position ever since. On August 
31st , 101,8, the first Issue of the :famili al' littl e four­
page paper, so hated by the British, appeared. 

It s Production. 
'1'hc " �l�l�l�a�k �e�- �u�~� " �c�o�n�s�i�s�t �~ �~� of an edit6rial, general 

notes, and a scnes of contrIbutions from the various 
department , and it may be remarked that in those 
early days about the most regular contributor of de­
partmental notes was Michael Collin s. At this time 
�G �. �~ �. �Q �.� used to meet weekly, and it was usual for thc 
eUltor to submit his leading articles and notes to the 
�~ �l�e�e �t�i�n�g �s �,� so as �t�~� make sure that they accurately 
mterpreted the mrnd of G.H.Q. It was published 
twice a �m�o �~�t�h �,� on the fift eenth and last days of each 
mouth. It IS no harm at this l apse of time to reveal 
that thc paper was set by hand and printed at the 
v uclic Prc s, Liff ey �S�~�r �e�e�t �,� for a considerable period. 
At a latcr uate, as Will be shown in due course we 
sut up. a secre.t printing offic e of our own which �e�s�c�~ �p �e �u� 
�u �e �t �e �c�h �o �~� d';ll'lDg the hottest periods of the Iri sh War. 

The {r aehc Press was frequently raided and on one 
?ccasion at lea.st mat ter for " An t-Oglach " set up 
lD type was �~ �Y �l�D�g� on a table when the place was in­
vaded by police, but the intelligence detectives fail ed 
to iden.ti fy it. Although unable to prove anything, it 
wa eVIdent that the Briti sh authoriti es all along sus­
pected. the Gaeli c Press of printing " An t-Oglach," 
and thiS \nlS the reason of their I'elentless persecution 
of �~�l�r �.� Stanley, which ultimately compell ed him to 
shut up !:ihop. 

Its Effect. 
The paper from the tart met with a warm welcome 

from Volunteers and aroused the fury of the Briti sh 
�~�o�v�e �r�n �m�e �n�t �.� �~ �,�I �e�n� found in pos eS!'Iion of a copy of 

�~�n� t -Oglach . were sentenced to long terms of im­
�p�r�l�s�?�n �m�~ �n�t �.� ThiS persecution oll ly made people more 
till. IOU'; to .·ecure a copy or the" :ecret ' : organ, und 
�~�h�l�' �.� l'llCOurngl' Illl'llt. 1H1vici' and instruction contained 
III Its OilllllllS VI'n£ounc1iy :llfei' tl" ] tIl(' outlook ::mil 
mt'll.tnlit,\' o[ the Volunteer' throughout the country. 
DUl'mg thl.' c early day the European War wa in 
progre8i:l, aed " ,1n t -Oglach " \\' <1 ' able to publi h a 

good deal of secret information with regard to the war 
which the British c9nsorship had succeeded in sup­
pressing. It could boast at that time of being the only 
uncensored paper in Ireland. 

Influence on Policy. 
During this early period of the paper 's existence, 

Volunteers were mainl y concerned with preparation' 
for resistance to Conscri ption by England. There was 
no idea of taking the fie ld agninst England at that 
time except in self -defence. The heads of the Volun­
teers had definit ely decided, if Conscription were 
enforced, to make war on England ; but meanwhile 
their activiti es were confined to maintain the Volun­
teer!! in exi stence in defiance of enemy 0 slaughts 
and improving their �o �r�g�a�~�i�s�a�t�i�o�n�,� me.nt and 
training. The General ElectIOn. . e estabhshme.nt 
of Dail Eireann created a new atlOn and the offiCial 
organ refl ected the change utlook. .The Volunteers 
now felt themselves th 'my �~�t�l�t�J�o�n� and the ser­
vant of its Gov . an . �u�~�l�l�o�r�l�s �e �d� to take what­
steps we ssa,ry I dlCatlOn of the authority of 
th �o �n �a �l�~�a �r�b�a� ent. " An t-Oglach " pointed 

that a stat war existed in which the Irish 
tI'oopS were I e soldiers in the trenches' that the 
�c�o�n�t�i�~�~ �e �u� existence of the Iri sh �V�o�l�u�n�t�e �e �~�s�,� in spite 
of Bl'Itl h eff orts at suppression, was in itself an im­
pOl·tant triumph; but that it was time for Volunteers 
to consider not merely defensive tactics but the pos­
sibility of taking the offensive. 

Guerilla Warfar e. 
The various stages in the development of the War 

the advance in �t�~ �e� �o�u�t�l�o�o�~� of �t�h�~� heads of the �A�r�m�~� 
can be traced m an mterestmg manner in the 
columns of " An t-Oglach," and it will be seen that 
the journal played no small part in influencina the 
general policy of the Volunteers. It was in its 
columns that the plan of guerilla warfare was first 
adumbrated, and many articles dealing with this topic 
appearing from the pen of Lieutenant-General O'Con­
nell. It can be said now that Li eutenant-General 
O'Connell was the most assiduous and valuable con­
tributor. the �j�o�u�r�~�a�l� e,:er had, and the great bulk of 
the artICles dealIng With actual war conditions his-
toric parallels, etc., were from his pen. ' 

Printing Difficultie s. 
With the suppression of the Gaelic Press it was 

found necessary to get "An t -Oglach" printed by 
Mr. Patrick Mahon, its present printer. It was about 
this �~�i�m�e� that the idea was first suggested, at a 
meetmg of .G.H.Q. oy Michael Collins (whose depart­
ment was III charge of all the details of production 
ane!. distribution), of purchasing a cheap second-hand 
platen machine and printing off thc issue ourselves. 
'l'he idea was approved, and Collins was authorised to 
make the purchase. The machine secured was of that 
�o �l�d �- �f �a�~ �h�i�~�n �e �d� kind. worked by a treadle, used chiefly 
for prrntmg handbills. More will be said of this 
famous platen machine (now in G.H.Q., Beggar's 
Bush) in a later article. 

Editorial Troubles. 
In March, 1919, the editor was arrested. In his 

absence a single issue was brought out by Mr. Earnan 
de �B�I �~ �g�h�~ �,� �~ �f�t �e �r� which the editor escaped from 
MountjOy III tIme to read the proofs of the next issue 
at a private sitting of Dail Eireann. Two more issues 
�a �P�J�? �~ �a�l�' �e �c�l �,� and. then the editor was recaptured by the 
Bl'ltl sh. .In hIS absence no successor was appointed, 
and. for IX �~ �o �n�t�h�s� " An t-Oglach " failed to appear, 
untIl the editor escaped a second tim8-{)n this occa­
sion from Manchester Prison in October, 1919. This 
is the only big gap in the regular issue of " An 
t -Oglach," although there was a delay in publication 
for a brief period towards the close of 1920. 

(To be continuE-d). 
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