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THE MINISTER FOR DEFENCE.

[“ An t-Oglach ” Photo.

THE MINISTER’S MESSAGE

RoiNN CoSANTA
(Department of Defence),
BaiLe-ATHA-CLIATH
(Dublin).

I have been given this opportunity of speaking to you who wear the uniform of the
National Army. [ use this occasion to congratulate you on the progress made since the
creation of the Army so few years ago. When I consider the responsibility that is yours,
1 am not in the least surprised that that progress has been made.

You are the first Regular Irish Army that has existed for many generations, and
therefore not merely do you inherit the tradition of all those who served our country so
heroically in the past, but you have to lay the foundations of a tradition of organised,
disciplined, unstinting service of Ireland in the future.

I understand your uniform to imply that you recognise no limit to the service your
country has the right to expect of you. You desire to serve wisely, and you recognise
that in your case wisdom is disciplined obedience.

You have learned that an effective army can only be made and maintained by care
and attention to every detail, even to details that may seem small indeed.

1 believe that you are determined that no matter how glorious a future God may
have in store for our country, she will always find her Army worthy of her. That object
can only ke obtained by Generous Service, Disciplined Service, Unquestioning Obedience.
I believe you possess all the qualities necessary to attain that object.

QOur generation has been favoured in a way that was refused to those who went
before us. It is for you more than for any other body of Irishmen to prove our worthi-
ness. It is your responsibility and it is your privilege.
DesmoND FITZGERALD.




Lampada tradunt.—As heir in the direct line to that little tomi-pug\: x]‘“-l,l,ltd'l]p(:::;gﬁ

N e appezredf o ?)'lﬂsilel:g:: ty()llli)lpéi’o t::ntl())lr‘ hf;()llri\‘lled to

inheritance. In spite of many vicis . genitor flouris
gizzlg:l(():l(}li}zent and chaxgged both in form and manner of ‘publlc'af,lon lillfo.n:is:
occasional four-page sheet to a regular issue, which became a bl-\\‘t‘t‘l\l._\ pu d) .1(1 :"red
of 24 pages, and later still a weekly. The four-page pamphlet has grmn(; an : ;nse
with changing conditions, but has e\:ler been a reflex of the spirit and a resp

those whom it served. ;

tox{:eitlsle(ial(liie;{ion it was intended for circulatioq amongst Ireland’s ‘\’oluntiﬁl.'
Army, and confined itself almost exclusively to military matters of a nd.turebci
culated to be helpful, instructive and inspiring to its soldier readers. Distur tng
political or partisan influences were rigidly exclud'ed, and the organ att(‘en.lp. e
to preserve the Army of Ireland as a separate entity above and beyond party or
faction.

After the evacuation of the country by the British Forces, An T-OGLf\CH con-
tinued to be to the newly-established Army what it had been to the \'oll}ntee§
Organisation. The changes wrought by five years necessitate a re-modelling o
the Journal and an extension of its scope. Whilst enshrining the spirit of service
which animated the Volunteers, and providing a helpful stimulus to members of

owledge, the Journal will afford the
general public an opportunity of judging the work, progress and evolution of the
Army, in a manner of speaking, from within:

References to progress and evolution suggest that further changes in the Army

are anticipated. Constant change is associated with the normal growth and de-

velopment of healthy organisms, and a stereotyped Army is one that has ceased to
march with the times. W

e regard change in the Army as a sign of healthy nor-
mality, and look forward to commensurate change in the externals of this Journal.
The ancients used a torch in their relay race. Metaphorically speaking, the
Irish Army has taken the torch from the dead hands of the past with an implied
it i i Flame is symbolic ((i)ft?ln
spirit that animated the
AN 1-OcLach will assist in carrying on the tradition of
ted and so strongly emphasised by the little four-page
pamphlet—namely, that the TIrish Army is the Army
beyond party and section. -
gur Army .has. not the annals of 5 proud military tradition emblazoned on flag
anc crest; still, in the Popu iti eserve the exploits of the heroes
Irate the actions of native princes
Soogm’ foreign archives that record thg
- " €Ir lives for Ireland in the seryi f foreign kings, an
It the recent history of our country we find countless ;ggéfse :nd cg:ilggs in all that
pertains to the Proper conduct of Trish soldiers. Fionn, who perfected the organi-
sgtnop of the country on a military basis, ap organisation begun when Suetonius
Raulmus Wwas butchering the Druids in Anglesea and t.hreatez;ling to advance the
oman Eagles across the Irish Sea, Brian, Wwho broke the Dane at Clontarf, Owen
sioe O'Neill of Benburb, Frugh 0rwey 13" Yellow Ford, the Wild Geese of later
o tm]i‘r recent noble deaq afford an example and an inspiration. The Irish
Yy waken the torch from thejy hands. Tt is the proud privilege of AN T-OGLACH
to assist in maintaining and transmits; itions es%ablis}%edobv such
The Minister for FiﬁUDGET AND ARMY ESTIMATES. :
marised the defence polf‘nce, m his speech mtroducing the 1927-°28 Budget, sum-

n its bearings on finance :—*‘I nead
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hardly say that the Government regards the maintenance of an efficient defence
force as one of its primary duties, and that it would give no countenance to the
idea that the cost of the Army is expenditure which at any time may be arbi-
trarily cut down. We mneed a defence force to protect the State and the people
from internal attack; we need a defence force to ensure as far as possible that our
national rights will be respected by other States. That this is a small and com-
paratively poor State does not affect the position. If we can only have a small
Army we can still have an Army of strength proportionate to the wealth and terri-
tory to be defended. The state of international morality is not yet such that we
can rely on our own national good behaviour to safeguard us. A country that will
not provide for its own defence according to its capacity is not likely to have its
rights protected in a spirit of pure altruism by any other country. Heretofore our
defence force has been simply a standing army. It could, indeed, have taken no
other form. But it has always been recognised that once the country had de-
finitely reached normality, a standing army of ten to twelve thousand men would
no longer be the cheapest or most suitable type of defence force.

The Government is of opinion that immediately after the General Election it
will be possible to take in hand the task of gradually transforming our present
Army into a different type of military machine. This opinion rests on the assump-
tion that the electorate will give increased support to parties which accept the
Treaty and Constitution and are prepared to work them. If that assumption proves
to be justified, it will be possible to save expense by concentrating troops into a
smaller number of posts, to push on with the creation of an army reserve, and
within a short time to create the nucleus of a territorial or militia force. In this
way we may in a couple of years reach a position in which the number of troops
with the colours will be much smaller than at present, but in which many more
men than we have now could be immediately mobilised in case of need. Even
allowing for any additional burden which may be put upon our Army in connec-
tion with coastal defence under Article 6 of the Treaty, it is believed that an
efficient defence force, of which the standing troops would only be a part, could be
maintained at a cost of not more than £1,500,000 per annum. I propose, there-
fore, that we should no longer regard £2,000,000 as the normal part of the present
cost of the Army, but that the figure should be reduced by £500,000."

The President, in the debate on the estimates, amplified that policy :—* It is
the view of the Executive Council that it is essential for the safety of the State that
there should exist an organisation for its defence, capable of preventing internal
disturbance or disorder, and of defending Irish territory from violation by any
enemy. It will be always necessary to maintain a nucleus of sufficient strength
and training to form the basis for a rapid and efficient expansion in time of need
to the maximum strength of the country’s man-power. In peace-time the average
citizen is inclined to regard war as a very unlikely contingency, and is, accord-
ingly, liable to overlook the necessity for defence preparations.  Experience
shows, however, that it is too late to sharpen one’s sword when the drum beats to
battle. Our aim is to maintain the necessary nucleus at the lowest possible cost
consistent with efficiency, and for this purpose we aim at training all ranks of the
standing forces in duties of a more advanced nature than those which are ordin-
arily assigned to each rank, so that if the necessity should, unfortunately, arise,
there will be available sufficient officer and non-commissioned officer material
within the standing Army and in the Reserve to enable whatever additional forces
may be required to be called upon, to be trained and put in the field, with the mini-
mum delay.” And again:—'‘ An important feature of the recent development
of the organisation of the Army has been the creation of the Reserve. Provision
was made for the cost of the reserve in the last financial year, but the difficulties
associated with its formation were such that it is only recently that it was found
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possible to complete and promulgate the regulations j%?v;"mm-%r(l-tﬁothl l(:o{ 1fl(1): xsxtudtrll(zln
of the reserve will involve a further reduction in the e fective 'bf “? e
ing Army, and when the policy in regard to its creation has fully materie ;
still further decrease in normal Army expenditure W'l-llr be' shf)\\ e i o

Thé estimated Army expenditure for the year 1924-28_ is £2,183, 4(‘)1“1.\ ?()ll'l]l)d~ e(_i
with £2,483,785 for 1926-1927, and £3,053,117 for 192.)-2(?). Of the 3‘() sub- 1‘e4 S
of the Army Vote there are increases in only 5, these increases being tO.\b()miz
extent casuai. The regulations governing marriage establishment, which is 310“
based on a fixed percentage of married soldiers per unit, are responsible for an
increase in marriage allowance. : .
lnSome of these su%-heads contain items of capital expenditure, e.g., field kitchens,
aeroplanes, renewal of supplies over and above normal replacement—to replace
obsolete stores. : .

In the subsequent discussion on the economic aspect of the Army Vote, Medi-
cal Services, as usual, received special attention, homeopathic treatment in t.he
form of generous amputation of its Officer personnel being advised by some junior
economists of the opposition. Those who say that humour is dying out of Irish
publie life were apparently not privileged to witness some of the Deputies playing
at Chanticleer on the floor of the House, preening themselves on the economies
resulting from their individual criticisius on previous occasions, as if they really
believed that their crowings had made the sun rise. ]

A pronouncement made in the course of the debate suggests that the eStabh.sh-
ment of O.T.C. at Irish Universities is approaching reality—a consummation

devoutly to be wished. .
ARMY REORGANISATION.

If change is indicative of life and progress, the Irish Army since its inception
has shown itself possessed of great vitality. The latest re-organization has resulted
in the elimination of the three Commands—Eastern, Southern, and Western, and
th.eir replacement by six Military Districts known as—Dublin North, Dublin South,
Kl[kenny, Cork, Limerick and Athlone Military Districts, each occupied by a
Brigade. The Curragh Training Camp—now also known as a Military District—
18 unaffected in area and status by the change.

The old Commands, controlled by a General Officer, acted as buffers between
the contained Brigades and Generg Headquarters. The present system intro-
duces direct communication between Brigades and General Headquarters.

. There_ 1S an economy of administrative time and personnel with resultant finan-
ciul saving in the new organisation. Officers affected by the change have been
tran:fgrrled to other appointments. The most important of these is the newly-
:ggi:ncyni?ic:]tﬁdsixgaﬁA The ihn_n];loytance of this latter in maintaining military

rmy whie rapidly ¢ i ini

compatible with exist%:nce, bannot bls ;axglrﬂ}st?ggr&%hmg 5 e

s MECHANIZATION.
The military world of to-day is concentratin

find a solution to the e p 8 energetically on the attempt to
8 Problem inyol i

question, at least, hag enmeshed \:;o—v:(n}d“t]h:h((;/?}bove semn.. The fringe of the

‘T, gives us his views ,

Artillery Corps, in this num-
on the res . )
Irish Army towards findin e results of the £

:;-eti(«;n(:wf\thu Army for which he is responsible
1€ O/C. Armoured Car Corne w: al with
m}}:\rmy - wholofl orps will deal with the g
€ problem, alwayg more or les
. ’ b \s i '
du(rim;: the World War, as g result of 3;5 Sf(;?ltﬁrg rs: T}lltEd iy
and defence on the Western front to maintain wap i

which it had been previously i
tory in al) countries had e Aot

eneral problem in its bearing on

an acute form
e relative powers of oﬁel}ce
A tln the state of fluidity with

: PParently students of military his-
Xpended their energy in the study of campaigns by
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mobile armies, and had not followed in anticipation to its logical conclusion the
effect which the improvement in defence (as represented by barbed wire and
machine-gun nests) would have in rendering warfare static—in view of the failure
to develop the possibilities of iron and petrol combined as a means of offence.
The industrial use of these in combination was not such as could be transferred
straightway to the military arena to break down the system of stationary
defence.

It would now seem as if mechanical discovery were about to effect a greater
and a more rapid revolution in warfare than the discovery of gunpowder. Con-
sideration of economy are, furthermore, a big factor in the issue, inasmuch as
the proposed mechanization means a considerable reduction of fighting personnel,
with consequent saving. The whole question, however, is bristling with nume-
rous subsidiary problems.

Mechanization is a subject in which we cannot slavishly adopt the solution that
another State may find satisfactory. In view of the insularity of our position we
have to consider whether we are likely to be engaged in a war of offence or defence,
and in either eventuality, on what scale. Consideration must also be given to the
nature of the ground on which we might choose or be compelled to fight, the peace-
time mechanical training of the civilian community, our natural resources, and
last, but not least, our own psychology. Napoleon has said: ‘‘ In war the moral
is to the physical as ten to one.”” We have achieved the reputation of being a
nation of good soldiers possessing good horses. Can we afford to discard all the
potentialities of the good man and horse combination in favour of a machine? Can
we afford to forget that our forefathers ignored, until it was too late, the lesson of
Norman castle and coat-of-mail because of undue attachment to a saffron-shirted
ideal? Do we require tanks or anti-tank weapons, or neither?

These problems are to-day as absorbing as they are all important, and are de-
serving of close study by every officer in his own particular sphere. The study
will, moreover, afford a splendid opportunity of reviewing the history of tactics
and strategy and of analysing the underlying philosophy.

IRISH IN THE ARMY.

Apart from the activities of the Irish-speaking Battalion, and compliance with
the linguistic requirements of the Defence Forces Act by Commissioned and
Non-commissioned personnel, the fate of Irish in the Army is left to individual
enterprise. One frequently hears Officers—keen on Irish and on the realisation
of bi-lingualism in the Army—say that during the formative period of education
they were compelled by National exigencies to devote their energies to sterner stuff
than grammar and phonetics, and that they have now passed the mental stage
at which one might reasonably hope to become a fluent Irish speaker, and that
it is futile to try. Surely, they should not allow one of the fortunes of war to
crystallise into a misfortune of peace. Rather should they turn peace-time to
account by a determined effort to extend their knowledge of their native tongue.
There is no reason why they should not become fluent speakers, and even if they
do not, the influence of their example in displaying active enthusiasm will mate-
rially assist the language movement within the Army. In the nature of things,
an Army is non-productive of national wealth; we, however, have an oppor-
tunity at our doors of producing a national asset equally valuable—knowledge of
the tongue on which our individuality as a nation depends. Association with the
revival of Irish will keep the Army in touch with the youth of the country, to the
advantage of both.

Concentrating the 1st Battalion (An Cath Gaedhealach) as an isolated unit
within the Gaeltacht, looks like bringing sand to the seashore. If portions of it
—say a section from each Company—were exchanged with sections from other
units, the Irish-speaking section would act as a leaven in the mass of the Bat-
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talion to which attached, provided that the Officers of the latter made up their
minds to use it as a Gaelicising focus. Moreover, the detached sections (a
system of rotation being envisaged) on their return from the Gaeltacht would
consolidate and extend the work. It is certainly not unreasonable to expect that
the influence of the 1st Battalion would be more widely felt in the year 1927.

SAVE THE CHILDREN.

There is a growing feeling that very earnest and definite steps must imme-
diately be taken to secure and retain the affection of the rising generation for
the genuine interest of their country. A scheme on the lines of the Boy Scout
Movement in other countries must be officially initiated or sponsored to counter-
act the baneful influence of organizations that snap up our boyhood in
very tender years to train them in the now outworn tradition of being
‘“ agin the Gover'ment.” One of the gravest charges that could be levelled
against a citizen of ancient Greece was that of corrupting the youth—not in a
moral sense, but by the instillation of anarchic ideas or of views subversive of
the establlshec} regime, and zeal for the public welfare resulted in conviction even
on slender evidence. One would expect that Socrates on a doubtful charge of
this nature would escape, and yet he drank the official cup of hemlock. The
ancient Greeks were taking no chances.

OfIn lI]:;(}allzmd a rptovement is afoot to play upon the enthusiasm and romanticism
o tyl?e co'u;lfr(:-n‘lts love of excitement and adventure, and inveigle the boyhood
¥ Into an organization ostensibly aiming at securing liberty (already
secured)—but which is in reality calculated to destroy liberty and all possibility
of further realization of national ideals, to corrupt the voutl i y
I 3 o , pt the youth, and ultimately
plunge the country into the great Serbonian bog of anarchy and degeneracy

Our censure is not directed solely against the facti hi e atseritdl
$0 MRl Youing ol bovs tn dia e faction which openly attempts

tram young Irish boys in dislovalty. The all secti T
Solitical mificeity o whs it ¥ L re 1s a small section of the former
the State, keep the eves of {;hg > ptliatl.ng the usual cant of passive loyalty to
and train them in the .traditionrti‘l(‘)};l ytlhm'(ed e s oo 1 oo
that the ruling majority is alien to ‘:heme) Aa re strangers in a strange land, and
to regard a foreign country as its prope hn orgamsation which trains its youfoh
deliberate effort to prevent fusion pf pler L et anc
challenge to native government ° Sements i the £tate constitutes a silent

While those who bore the b
‘ : urden and th :
xuttl;fia(l}ountlz)lll Chamber and elsewhere ine s}ézi‘ﬁinOf sk
s angrgutixaréidof)yn:ltl?sl::agtﬁv, t~lhe spiritual side of the latter is being dese-
older generation may have © play upon the ingenuous feelings of youtﬁ. THe

; - assed :
struggle, but that is no reasgn iy aglaeyerf:ﬁ?si;}:; i?thusmsm of the days of
. g

y of battle are engaged-
g constructive solutions to the

Ilﬁﬁ Whke ‘dlf‘ytﬁllpils of the dest’ructﬂ?e‘r work is to be undone in the future by
2hes of the majority are :
paralysing the motherlimd.} are to be ignored and that patrio

ere is a erying need f
should be directlv ©d Ior a stronger and . ;
Adjntnntei,(,h:zt}'ll}qrgnd;r_ the auspice: and coﬁ};gf (?ftt:ﬁcmve organisation. / /45
(;m:' aﬁglgaé\rrlgyd Officers—itg members eshl?)f;lr:lyi) t}(lie' tO /C.' ;Dg

S O . e dis she
ed an op?:rtumty of military traigin:gng;,id of

can no longer afford : h
r b ord to ignore the
ching of militarism, but of o] oyhood—and we should availoof it not

ementary cjvi i
ry civies. By association boys
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will learn to love and respect the Army and look forward to it as one of their
ambitions; their false teachers at the moment impress the view on them that
the Army is a standing crime against nationality. They will come to realise that
the Army represents what is best in national tradition and is the true inheritor of
our past, and that patriotism consists in love of country with tolerance and for-
bearance towards all under the protection of its laws, and not in blind and mur-
derous hatred of former foe or friend—especially when that friend happens to
be a brother Irishman. '

Apart from the benefit of military training and association—the beneficial effect
on the physique of our youth will be enormous, and a further opportunity will be
afforded of spreading a knowledge of the details of hygiene and of so raising the
standard of national health.

We do not suggest that juvenile training in ethics is lacking. This is merely
a plea—under the compulsion of circumstances—for giving a definite direction
and a fixed objective to the moral principles impressed on the mind of our youth
from hearth and altar. Indeed, one might even endeavour to begin civie train-
ing in childhood by having the slogan *‘ Géill Do’n Dlighe ** on every schoolbook
and on the wall of every schoolroom in the State.

The year 1211 witnessed the ‘‘ Children’s Crusade.”” 100,000 boys of tender
years, the best young blood of mediaeval Europe inveigled into a treacherous
scheme which left tens of thousands of them dead on the northern shore of the
Mediterranean’ and sent the remainder as slaves to Barbary and Egypt. They
were recruited ostensibly to fight against the Turks, in reality to be butchered or
sold into slavery to that very Sultan whom they set out to conquer. Sympathy,
not fame or glory, was their lot, and their name has died out of popular tradition
unless the Pied Piper of Hamlin preserves a popular memory of their departure,
and of parental anguish at their fate. There is something akin to that Crusade
in progress in Ireland to-day. It is up to Ireland to save her children from the
impending disaster.
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EXTRACT FROM

PRESIDENT’S ORATION

AT THE CENOTAPH, AUGUST, 1927.

 Arthur Griffith and Michael Collins are two names that must be for ever
linked together in the minds of our people. Each had his individuality of charac-
ter, temperament, and outlook, but both were alike in great imperishable things,
that prevent us from thinking of them separately. Each was the complement of
the other. :

““ A Divine Providence destined that these two remarkable men should be, in
the most important periods of their lives, contemporaries. We cannot think of
our new Ireiand, vibrant with new life and new hope, full of faith born of re-
sponsibility in her destiny—we cannot think of this new Ireland without instine-
tively thinking of Arthur Griffith. And we cannot think of Arthur Griffith with-
out thinking of Michael Collins.

** Griffith gaily lived a life of poverty and sacrifice supported by his intense
fuith in his own people and his intense convietion of their ultimate triumph.

GREATER THAN RICHES.

** We picture him, with sturdy fortitude sending out week by week from his
garret office his message to a slumbering country, and refusing sternly offers that
would have brought him those riches to which his undoubted genius was entitled.

** But he was greater than riches, and, often without money for a meal, he

would pursue with cheerful courage his self-appointed task—the national regene-
ration of his own country.

o As. a friend h_a\s truly said of him, he was a King without a Court, a noble-
man without a retinue. He was the very quintessence of unbending self-reliance
:;ll::c: he :pmngﬁnéc?tﬁd tl‘:il'O;llgh his teaching, his writings and his example to

eneration that followed him. Arthur Griffith was, bey 7thi
the great teacher, the great preceptor. e o

MicHAEL CoLLINS.

" And at the exactly right time there arose f 1

: - , here, it would seem
Michael Collins to put into ractice th ke ! :
it g T yeer. e the teachings, to garner the harvest of those

** Collins was surely one of the
own period, but of all time.

* We remember his terrific force of character, his ine i
- - T 1 d
g:r(::ls); 3:31\;&;1 mte‘allict'. Not co?tent with doing one man?i:igbvlviriniel:gg ;i:;’ )
activity in thee;m a‘:i?)r , Olf_ften. There was no current of thought, no interest or
oo eradpe nhs ife that he was not familiar with, and few that he was not
ng. Ireland, her hopes, her dangers, her future, was ever present to his

most extraordinary personalities not only of his

mind.

A ‘(‘hﬁmn ‘INspirATION,

v victﬁr}ymgnillt:}xi :érsne for anything other than the task of urging on his country
in W O :‘; 1ih}l}d this he did, he more than any other lindividual Yet
which endeared him to the ?oi?lu i Sprortunity for those many acts of kindness
v vy y and the suffering and made him beloved of the

** He lived just lon
Free State, leaving beghii!:l()\}]l?

‘ | th, the foundations of the Irish
tion as heroic ag Cuchulainn’ .

S ple a grand inspiration and a tradi-
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THE IMMORTAL THREE.

‘“ For five years now,’’ concluded the President, ‘‘ we have been engaged in
erecting the edifice of State on the foundations laid by Collins and Griffith.

‘“ We have endeavoured faithfully and. without fear or favour to fulfil the trust
they left us. We have tried to build securely and well.

‘‘ It has been no easy task, but the blessing and inspiration of our great chiefs
has lightened it and made it a labour of love. We have met with many trials
and obstacles in the course of that work, but we have continued faithful, as we
have conceived it, to our charge. d

‘‘ Ireland may not yet have passed through her Gethsemane—but her period of
trial nears its close. When she emerges glorious from her long night of suffering,
no names will be writ brighter on the pages of her history than the names of
Griffith, Collins and O’Higgins, whose labour has been her succour and whose
example has been her inspiration in that darkest hour that comes before the
dawn.”’

[*“ An t-Oglach ”’ Photo.
President Cosgrave delivering the oration from the Cenotaph at Leinster Lawn.
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KEVIN O’HIGGINS.

An appreciation.
By Proressor Hoaan, M.A.

: IT is fully fourteen years ago since I first came to know Kevin O’Higgins. It ;
i ‘ happened that we were both students of University College, Dublin, and, to the
‘ best of my recollection he was then attending lectures at 86 St. Stephen’s
Green, where, until quite recently, the Faculties of Law and Arts were
housed. To tell the truth, in these days my acquaintance with Kevin O’Higgins
hardly went further than bidding him the time of the day. He belonged to the
elder generation of students; for with every three years or so a new generation
of students arises. He wag in this, his final year, a prominent man amongst the
8§ a newcomer.
; » 8gree that the average undergraduate is apt
to attach much m ; the doings of University Societies andlt!: i
; - It is not unti] t xaminations loom in si
i that he begins to think differently, In these dlzlufs nl:ﬁcel? ztl::xx)]?ols(:n;oggiar gnthger-
108 place for the general run of st licals, arts men, and engineers—
e e eyt Stephen’s Green, where. on Saturday nig(ilt:‘;
‘ : ST aled the Literary and Historical Debating Society—use
i :;:’ldpilts meetings. Right o’clock on a Saturday evening would ordinarily find
} al:iloug{]mz?nfh:ﬁsrgf‘reauyta ratfher small lecture room—ecrowded to the doors,
every ten of the students prece t came simply to look on.
It was usuall well £ n 8 present came simply to
life put in an);ccasiowo B while, gs almost
Kevin 0'Higoi

i - He preferred to be in opposition,
Prominent membhey of the Law Student’s Debating Society,
y regulal_'ly every Saturday night. He was consi-
University, and on that account

IS arrival boisterouslv.

he ecould always he depended upon for an
» he had the knack of making
WS most noted as an impromptu
S Tare enough, since comparatively
' O’Higgins was one of the
‘the spur of the moment a humorous of
elice can be very fastidious and ,h”d
about O'Higging’ speeches was the strain of
Tunning right through them. Even in those d*;‘);:

| /eaning forward, with his hands in
. :teegﬁz Of the bench in fropt of him, his words came
: Increasing emphasis ag hig argument developed-
°SPite an air of unconcerned and humor-
romptu speech, always leading up to 8

S were astir in the iversity, as else-

a numb;zr of University studentsUc%r;men}éed to be .

00 the s5pects of the Volunteer and Sinn Fen
Move in thig direction was Keyin O’Higgins:
tSOCIated With the Sinn Fein Movement, an

ogether with a friend of his—an engineering

Was arrested op g charge of obstructing the
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recruiting authorities. Strange to say, about the same time one of his brothers
joined the Army. Kevin O’Higgins and his friend did not become any more
popular because of their arrest. The majority of their fellow students were in-
clined to regard them as a pair of irresponsibles. In fact, in 1915, separatists
were scarce enough even in the National University.

The year 1917 saw Kevin O’Higgins become a force in the national movement,
which was now rapidly moving to a crisis. He was then twenty-six years of age;
active and sane, determined and ready to do his part in the struggle for indepen-
dence which was at hand. In comparison with earlier national movements, the
achievement of the movement of 1916-21 has been so great that there is a ten-
" dency to assume that the generation which accomplished the revolution of 1916-21
must have been a race of giants. I believe that everybody who has known the
period from within will agree with me that this is a retrospective illusion. I feel
sure that it would be much nearer to the truth to say that while the present gene-
ration produced three or four men of supreme character and ability, and many
courageous, honest, and devoted men, on the whole it has not been a much more
competent or remarkable generation than that which preceded it. The truth is
that supreme ability is always rare. To the calm and critical scrutiny of the
future historian it may well appear that the only individuals who emerge from
the Anglo-Irish struggle unmistakably their own masters and the masters of
events are Griffith and Collins. In other words, they are the only two men who
can be said to have decisively and permanently moulded the events of their period.
Applying the same test, I have no doubt that in Kevin O’Higgins the future his-
torian will discern the master spirit of the period from 1922 to 1927, a period as
momentous in its own way as the preceding one.

Long before the Truce, O’Higgins’ ability and independence of character had
come to be recognised and valued by his colleagues, with the result that on Mr.
Cosgrave’s arrest in 1920, Kevin O’Higgins was appointed to fill his place as
Minister for Local Government. Afterwards, when Mr. Cosgrave was released,
he went back to the position of Assistant Minister. In order not to lose the benefit
of his advice he was, however, co-opted on the Executive Council, and thus was
intimately associated with the critical decisions which led up to the Truce and
afterwards the Treaty. Incidentally, it may be noted that by Kevin O’Higgins’
untimely death the future historian has lost an invaluable witness for the inner
history of this very important period. There are, no doubt, three or four men
still living whose association with the development of policy was as close as his,
but I venture to doubt whether anyone is left to give quite as full and detailed
a narrative of the time as Kevin O’Higgins could. For not only was he natu-
rally watchful and observant but, what was equally necessary, he possessed a
really unique memory. Indeed it was quite a usual thing to hear him recall
almost word for word a conversation or expression of opinion that would have
gone clean out of everybody else’s head perhaps for years.

If I may express the view that for the full development of Kevin O’Higgins’
special qualities peaceful and constructive, as distinct from revolutionary and,
therefore, destructive tasks, were well needed, it does not in any way detract
from the ardent and useful part he played in the revolutionary struggle from 1917
to 1921. Tt is merely an expression of the fact that his natural bent was creative ;
that he belonged to that comparatively small number of men who are nation
builders, born and bred. He possessed precisely the qualities of character and
intellect of which the nation was to stand most in need in the times that were
coming, for the Truce of 1921 was to bring immediately in its train grave and
even menacing preoccupations.

It is no exgggeration to say that almost from the first day the Truce was de-
clared there occurred a series of disquieting developments. Within two or three
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months lawlessness and indiscipline had raised its head within as well as without
the revolutionary movement. To the reflective mind it ought to have been only
too evident that in fact certain elements in the revolutionary movement were
getting dangerously out of hand. Had we only realised it, these numerous and
flagrant breaches of the Truce boded ill for the future welfare of the country.
Had we been in a mood to- attend to the warnings of history we must have recog-
nised in these occurrences the symptoms of incipient anarchy and the appro
of the nemesis which lies in wait for the nation that has overstepped the bounds
of morality, and does not recollect itself while there is yet time.

Unfortunately, on the whole, both leaders and people had become so inured to
scenes of violence that they failed to grasp the full significance of what was hap-
pening. Some few of the most responsible leaders did, however, realise the
seriousness of the growing disorders. Kevin O’Higgins was one of these. He saw
sooner than most men, more accurately than any man, the signs of coming trouble.
*“ If men,” he used to say, ‘‘ refuse to respect the Truce, what degree of obedi-
ence are they likely to render to their own laws? '’ Again, I remember hearing .
him say on another occasion: ‘‘ As hard as it was to start the revolution, it may
be harder to end it, for some of the gifts of revolution are the gifts of the Danai,

and contain the germs of death.” Prophetic words indeed! Words that were to
come true sooner than any of us then imagined.

I know of no period in the history of modern Ireland more worthy of careful
attention than the period between the conclusion of the Truce in July, 1921, and
the ogtbreak of the civil war in the following year. For in this one year decisions
affecting the whole future history of Ireland were taken, and at the same time
(:ur nerve, character al}d capabilities as a self-governing people were put to 2
iiixrscill'eG::z"stl: A Tore difficult task tha_m that which then confronted the young
i minélhl?[fn cafn hardly be conceived. The old order of things had fallen;
i Srjtr o gﬁovernment had broken down, while the new had not yet
i st stao;a]ofs 1ce, finance, the army, administration, were non-existent or in
W i mo;al : Orgamz‘atlon,' Far more serious than any of these deficiencies
¥ et erment in which the country was simmering, and the spirit of

ess and unrest which is the nevitable aftermath of revolution.

A peculiar feature of the time is that i
at it was after and not before the Truce the
war fever really entered the blood of thousands of men and wom(:n in all parts of -

the country, i i : |
3 T :l;ym?pe%alvlv); sl’nlthose parts which had come off lightly from the Black-
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throw Kevin O’Higgins off his moral balance ; for he belonged to the rare class of
men who can be depended upon, whatever the emotion, to retain their self-com-
posure, and who, for that reason, rarely fail to see things as they really are.

From the Truce onwards, he and Arthur Gritfith were thrown a good deal to-
gether, with the result that in a very short time a genuine affection grew up be-
tween them. For Collins, Kevin O’Higgins had always cherished an admiration
almost passionate in its intensity. Hence it was with a certain degree of personal
sympathy that he followed the progress of the peace efforts of Griffith and Collins
in London, in the autumn of 1921. He knew, as every thinking person then
knew, that there was a limit of concession beyond which no effort of ours.could
drive England. A remark I once heard him make in this connection is, I think,
worth recording here: ‘“ While we can be sure that Arthur Griffith and Michael
Collins will secure essential liberty and obtain the most favourable terms pos-
sible to obtain in respect of North-East Ulster, there is no good expecting them
to work miracles—the stream cannot be made to run uphill all at once.”” If he,
for one, was satisfied with the terms they eventually brought home, it was be-
cause in the first place they seemed to him to embody the essential conditions of
liberty, and in the second place because they appeared to offer the only sure
means of bringing about Irish unity.

I need hardly remark that the issues raised in the Treaty debate were faced
in a very different spirit by many of the deputies of the D4il. ~ One need but
glance through the parliamentary reports to realise in what a maelstrom of
calumny, cross purposes and cowardly evasion of the real issues the Treaty was
debated. There were, however, a number of men who, amid all the confusion of
voices, kept clear before their eyes the unvarying factors of the whole national
situation. Kevin O’Higgins was one of the foremost spokesmen of this little band
of men. If ever there was a test of moral courage it was the time of the debates

during and subsequent to the Treaty settlement. ‘* There are times,”” as he him-
self said in 1922, ¢ when it needs more courage to face facts than to face machine-
guns.”’

Next to Arthur Griffith and John MacNeill, Kevin O’Higgins possessed the
most developed historic sense amongst the men of 1921-22. To judge by the
utterances of not a few of the men who assumed to themselves a ruling influence
in the direction of affairs, one would suppose that the Irish nation had began, if
not in 1918, at the very earliest in 1916. It was by no means uncommon to hear
names which were held in honour by our fathers and grandfathers as the names
of great Irishmen, bandied about as unceremoniously as if it was self-evident that
Ireland had never before bred a great man. The contempt for Irishmen, great
in their own generation, as for instance, Daniel O’Connell, is a good example of
the somewhat ignoble temper of mind which in no small degree pervaded the de-
liberations of the D4il from December, 1921. A dangerously superficial frame of
mind at all times, contempt for the past and the great men of the past is espe-
cially so when it exists in men called upon, as were the men of 1921, to come to
vital national decisions, decisions which in the nature of things, were bound to
be the root of the most far-reaching events.

Arthur Griffith, who knew the history of 19th century Ireland as thoroughly
as if he himself had lived through it, resisted this tendency to brand the past as
a record of betrayals, because he saw that in its essence this was a denationalising
tendency. Instinctively, Kevin O’Higgins felt the same dislike for these whole-
sale condemnations of the men who had, according to their lights, and in the
exigencies of their time, done their best for Ireland. More than once I have
heard him insist on the importance of the fact that the national movement of
1916-21 was really the outcome and culminating point in a process of resurgence
dating back to the first decade of the nineteenth century.

From constant meditation upon the religious and political history of Ireland
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he had come to acquire a clearer vision of the whole field of historic forces and a
more accurate insight into their range and strength than any man I have known.
He realised there were limits to the endurance of a people. Lest we should xpak'e
the fatal mistake of putting an excessive strain on the resources o'f the nation's
moral and physical strength, we should always bear in mind the grim upward
struggle  to quote the phrase, which on more than one occasion O Higgins em-
ployed to deseribe the gradual recovery of the race in the 18th and 19th centuries.
Hence, in striking contrast to the frenzied talk of Ireland as a nation destined for
ever to tread the way of the cross, Kevin O’Higgins was acutely alive to the
necessity of what recently has been well deseribed as a ‘* strategic halt,” a period
of repose, in which the nation could consolidate its gains and even practice the
virtues of discipline and order, without which ** liberty is but a vain and danger-
ous word.”’

Without the historic instinet, or at least without some feeling for tradition, it
is hard to imagine a really sane and well-balanced national outlook. Fortunately
for Ireland, in Arthur Griffith, Michael Collins and Kevin O’Higgins, the authentie
national tradition was inbred and all powerful. It has been observed that nature
oeeasionally produces a man in whom all the best characteristics of his ancestors
are united. Kevin O’Higgins is the most remarkable example of the power of
heredity that has come within my knowledge. To which side of his ancestry he
owed most, it is not easy to say, for on the one side his mother was a daughter
to one of three brothers whose names were amongst the most honoured in Ireland
for fully half a century; on the other he came of a stock that had in days gone
by given distinguished men and women to the service of the church and the
country. l?ersonally, I do not think I have known another man whose instinets
were so entirely national, or one whose heart was so wrapt up in all things affect-
ing the greatness and honour of hig country. It was but indicative that ‘‘ my
lp;oo;‘country "’ was a thought that came frequently to his lips in the hour before
Wi ses ht Ahpute, strong and compassionate love of country is perhaps rarer than

might think, but no man who knew them can doubt that in Collins, Griffith

xgng;y ;ng%in:hl_reland :vas e;?dowed with men whose one thought was the}slir :
couns v elr country’s honour. s g ras the
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development along democratic lines. That the gravity of the issue was not imme-
diately and generally apprehended is not so surprising when we recollect that in
Pre-Truce days the D4il had been constrained by circumstances to sanction the
creation of what was in form hardly distinguishable from a military dictatorship.
The result was the growth of distinetly dictatorial and even anti-democratic ten-
dencies here and there throughout the country, more especially amongst the
Volunteers who had been enrolled in the period of the Truce. There can be
hardly any doubt that the widespread growth of such tendencies contributed in
no small measure to weaken the sense of the importance and sacredness of the
sanctions which invest the civil authority.  The necessity for counteracting the
spread of such fatal tendencies would have been more generally realised were it not
for the fact that most men were reluctant to entertain the idea, even as a possi-
bility, that from their former comrades was about to come an armed challenge to
the right of the nation to decide its own destinies.

Kevin O’Higgins was, however, the last man one could imagine living in a
fool’s paradise. He and Arthur Griffith, possibly earlier than any others, appear
to have grasped the full and far-reaching implications in the refusal of a minority
party to allow an appeal to the whole body of the people. It is greatly to their
credit, and will, T believe, greatly enhance their reputation in history, that they
were the first explicitly to state that the issue of democratic rule was one which
transcended all others. ‘Time and again in the years that followed, we find
O’Higgins stressing, as a fundamental political principle, the supreme power of
the whole people to control, to maintain, and if they thought fit, to change the
national policy. On this issue he was stern and inexorable; on all else he kept
an open mind.

His belief in an Irish democracy was absolute and unhesitating, not that he was
unaware of the weakness inherent in every democratic system of government. On
the contrary few men have been more acutely conscious of the difficulties that
beset the democratic form of government. While he was sufficiently detached
to be able to apply a penetrating criticism to the sources of his political beliefs,
as a rule he avoided abstract discussions, naturally preferring to discuss facts and
immediate impressions from life. I have, however, a distinct recollection of one
of the few occasions on which I heard him express his point of view towards demo-
cratic doctrine. He could be most persuasive in talks like these. On this particular
occasion he argued that there was really no thread through the enormous com-
plexity of modern systems of government other than the idea of the people’s
sovereignty , and went on to point out that in any case we, as a people, were com-
mitted to the democratic idea, that to repudiate it would really amount to de-
stroying the moral basis upon which rested our claim to nationhood as well as
invalidating all the sanctions by which we were justified in having recourse to
arms against England. Moreover, he was convinced that what lent irresistible
strength to our struggle for independence and enabled us to do miracles was the
profound conviction we felt—and could therefore infuse into others—of having on
one side the great christian principle that all political authority is derived from
God through the people.

Kevin O’Higgins, more than any other man of his time, grasped this idea and

- made it his own. Hence the appeal to political first principles to which his public
utterances show him to have been so addicted! Hence his anxiety during the
civil strife that the people should be brought to realise that this was their struggle.
It is surely a strange irony that the man who strove to uphold this great and
catholic conception of human society in a world abandoned to pagan policies and
deeds, should have been struck down in the most Catholic city of the most Catho-
lic land in Europe.

When the history of our time comes to be written, the historian will, I venture
to think, single out the first fortnight in the August of 1922 as perhaps the most
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iti angerous moment in the development of l“‘“lvrsl {relnnd.;
X;:ﬁ:l?:’(;r];&tlﬁlodsiteddonglﬁh August, 19‘22: Ten (lu}s later .\[lu.-_h:iwll ( ulllAln's wu:
dead; the greatest Irishman of his generation was laid low by Iris | }.ll.ll aBu? he
hour of a national triumph, than which there had hm:n none greater since lnant
vietory at Clontarf almost a thousand years ago. ¥From the national ~lu_mkpomt_
no graver misfortune could have befallen the country than the loss nquick sues
cession of Griffith and Collins. Kevin O'Higgins was the first in (GGovernment
Buildings to receive the fatal tidings of Collins’s death at liw.-\ln;ll»l;nh.' About
midnight he took the message across the 'phone from Portobello Barracks, thgn
the Military Headquarters. He communicated the message to his colleaguesis
steady tones and with outward composure, but no man felt the cruel and tembb
tidings more than he did. For Michael Collins was the one man in the natlopal
movement for whom his admiration knew no bounds. The manner in which
Michael Collins had been treated on his return from London. in December, 192)
was for Kevin 0’Higgins at first an inexplicable riddle and then a source of sorrow
and pain. Knowing every circumstance which led up to the negotiations, ant
realising in what a bold and splendid spirit Collins had shouldered the thankless
task of the peacemaker, Kevin O’Higgins’ heart went out to him when in Decem-
ber, 1922, he returned home to find himself a butt for every form of deceit;
treachery. It is very characteristic of Kevin O’Higgins that what always pamedi
him even more deeply than the circumstances of Michael Collins’s death was the
memory of mental torment which Collins had suffered during the months in whiel
he struggled in vain to avert the civil war he saw approaching with inevitable steps

These were indeed days of bitter disillusionment for all who cared for the good
name and future of an Irigh nation, a disillusionment which few can have felt more
keenly than Kevin O’Higgins, for by a natural impulse of the man he was always
prone to attribute to others g character like his own, with the same purity
motive and the same sense of justice. But things would need to be utterly hope-.
less before one could imagine a man of his character vielding even for a moment
to counsels of weakness and despair; on the contrary, he steadily combated ﬂ!ﬁj
; and eynicism as to the national charactél
ng like a contagious blight among the people in 1922-23. He
ing more serious than a superficial reactiol
he period that was passing away, and
slof the national spirit there lay an acc‘;?;;
1 r ealism which in the fulness of time wou ]
o gttt 18 e Umwavering fuith in fhe porree s convition (e
Wtk 5 ki S“:'ie J. he reserved for a race that had in the past display -
Sokiionledott ous and vietorious tenacity of will, Thomas Davis would have:
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relentlessly .
any other he wag fitted.

Kevin 0'Higging, in whom ?;s]t;lcszi%?agnd anarchy had now joined battle, ol
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such men as he, haters of violence, who are quickest to feel all the sufferings that
make up a civil war. If he was stern his sternness was self-imposed.

From these years of civil war he emerged a new man; he had acquired a new
power over himself and over others. Those who knew him from this period on
knew a different man; an increased seriousness and dignity of purpose were evident
in him. His character seemed made of iron, as if hammered into shape by inborn
and inward force, so that nothing could break, nothing could bend it. ‘‘ The man
grew according to the need.”” As yet in his early thirties, his judgment was as
ripe and mature as if he had grown grey in the service of his country. There had
always been a slightly melancholy strain in his temperament. It was, I think, the
secret charm which all those who came close to Kevin O’Higgins will have ex-
perienced. As he grew older this slightly melancholy, even wistful, strain in his
character became more pronounced. Yet at all times his irresistible sense of
humour was quick to assert itself. Into those fine and expressive eyes would
steal a quizzical or challenging light, the sure forerunner of the deadly phrase or
mocking epigram for which he was so dreaded.

O’Higgins was not in the ordinary sense a popular man. The man, be he
statesman or dramatist, who chastens human foibles never is. I think that it
can hardly be gainsaid that his memorable powers of satire and wit made him
many enemies and gained him few friends. Men will forgive anything except
to be made ridiculous, and of all the emotions, probably the most implacable, cer-
tainly the most vindictive, is wounded vanity. But this is not the only reason
why men of the type of O’Higgins are so often the most misunderstood. For one
thing, they seldom choose to explain themselves; they think it waste of time to
take notice of hatred and calumny. For another, not only the evil-doer, but as
well the whole host of self-seeking persons who are found in any and every move-
ment, instinctively dislike those who pitilessly tell the truth, scornful alike of all
cliques, menaces and revolts. Moreover, in the nature of things, men of the
character of Kevin O’Higgins are always given the most dangerous tasks, and
therefore work to a certain extent in isolation. It is the way of the world that their
very virtues provoke against them innumerable petty enmities. Thus it was
that by the weakling as well as by the eriminal, the hue-and-cry was raised around
the most beautiful and heroic character of this or of any generation of Irishmen,
and raised only too well. ,

While O’Higgins was always a persuasive debater, and could when the occa-
sion demanded rise to rare heights of eloquence, yet one had to see him in confer-
ence in order to arrive at a true estimate of his powers. He was, I imagine, with-
out any exception the most potent personality across the conference table that
this country has produced or is likely to produce for many a long day to come.
Dialectical brilliance of itself does not go very far either in council or in confer-
ence; personality counts for much more, for when men meet face to face to de-
cide on matters of vital concern, matters on which they are perhaps deeply divided,
at no time is force of personality more certain to make itself felt. Early in 1922
Arthur Griffith recognised Kevin O Higgins’ natural aptitude for the tasks of nego-
tiation, and from that time onward he was entrusted with practically every major
foreign negotiation in which this country was concerned. The value of his ser-
vices in this respeet cannot be known and estimated until the history of Ireland’s
foreign relations from 1922 to 1927 comes to be written. But of this we can be
certain, that the historian will render in full measure to the memory of Kevin
‘O’Higgins the credit which was either totally unacknowledged or grudgingly con-
ceded to him in his lifetime. In this connection it may be noted that while
‘O’Higgins’ work was, to say the least, incompletely acknowledged at home, abroad
the exact opposite was the case. At Geneva, as in London, it was recognised that
in O’Higgins, Ireland possessed a spokesman that would have done honour to
the first nation in Europe. It is perhaps prudent to delay one’s praise of a great
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Although unfinished, his work was none the less immense. He has indeed been
the man necessary to end the Revolution for Ireland, and to lead her to the new
age in which she can play a part worthy of a once magnificent past. For in these
far-off ages, when Ireland was last a nation, with freedom of action and a dis-
tinctive way of life, she was one of the chief sources of European civilisation.

Political forms will, no doubt, in the future as in the past, come and go, but

basic and permanent ideas such as the ideas of order and justice will subsist so
long as Christian civilisation itself subsists. It fell to Kevin O’Higgins’ lot to
uphold and assert these ideas in a time when they had become obscured and
appeared to be forgotten. By word and example he set himself to restore and
strengthen these ideas in the mind of the individual as well as in the general
social consciousness. It was a difficult task; our past history rendered it doubly
difficult, for in our country the idea of law had been weakened and corrupted
through association with an alien system of government. From the point of view
of the well-being of society as a whole, possibly the most evil effect of political
servitude is the undoubted tendency it has to debase the idea of law in the people.
‘When a people are in a state of subjection to another people, law and justice will
be so frequently at variance that the subject race will come to regard the law as
the symbol of their servitude, and therefore as a detestable thing. The danger is
that the prejudice against legality in all its manifestations may have become so
deeply ingrained in the people as to persist even in the face of free institutions.

A country that has just emerged from political servitude and is fresh to the
practice of self government, readjusts its ideas slowly and painfully. Respect for
law and governmental institutions, even though they are known to be derived
from national sources is a comparatively slow growth. It would appear, how-
ever, that in some this process of readjustment is singularly rapid, as though the
hand of the slave had never touched them. Xevin O’Higgins was one of these.

f it be true that allegiance to the majesty of law is the outward symbol of the
free mind, Kevin O'Higgins possessed in a pre-eminent degree the mentality of a
free man.

But this remark does not convey the full truth of the matter. With the intui-
tion of the true statesman O’Higgins divined the eternal co-relation which exists
between law and liberty. He saw, as all true statesmen have seen, that ‘‘ with
law perishes liberty of which it is the life.”” Of this truth he was possessed all
the more powerfully because it had come to him not out of history or out of books,
but out of the depths of his own mind and experience. =~ He must have known
none the less that this belief in the dualism of law and liberty represents the
accumulated wisdom and experience of ordered European society. ‘‘ By liberty,”’
wrote Bossuet in the 17th century, ‘* the Romans, like the Greeks, meant a state
where men were subject only to the law, and where the law was more powerful
than men.”’

If I have said little of Kevin O’Higgins in private life it is because I feel that
the time has hardly yet come to do so, and also because I believe that at the
present moment it behoves us most to examine the relationship in which he stood
to his time and the problems of his time, for in the main these problems belong
to the future as essentially as to the past.

In retrospect it seems to me that the main debt of the nation to Kevin O’Higgins
is this: That to him more than any other it is due that upon the site cleared by
the revolutionary labours of half a century, has arisen a native state, which, with
all its shortcomings, none the less contains the potentialities of a higher form of
unity and a fulness of national life greater than any this nation has yet known.
To him also it is primarily due that one of the greatest and purest ideas which
ever drew men together, the great idea of the supremacy of a higher law did not
disappear beneath a flood of anarchy, corruption, and folly; that by his heroic
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where men are subjeet

courage and steadfast purpose the conception of a state r
"’ is assured for ever

only to law, and where the law is more powerful than men
in this country.

These were his main achievements as they had been his main ambitions. This
was the intrinsic nature of the work which he did, a work never, as I believe, to
be undone either by madness or pride, and that this is so is perhaps the one
consideration which renders the circumstances of his death less terrible to con-
template. We know what his bearing was in full vision of eternity, face to face
with that dread taskmaster to whom the noblest as well as the basest of humanity
must at the last render an account. He went to meet his Master with the re-
signed fortitude of one who knew that he had laid down his life in a great and
sacred cause; that he had followed, even to the end, his appointed course.

The history of our race for many centuries past might well turn to gloom any
mind which contemplates it in its stern reality, were it not for the element of
greatness kept alive in it by those witnesses to unswerving truth, those strong
heroic souls “of whom our nation is not worthy,but of whom our nation has never

been left wholly destitute.”” Amongst the foremost of these the future will, I
believe, place Kevin O’Higgins.

‘ Whatever one may think or say of England at war, England at peace can chal-
i lenge any country in the world in respect of the finer human feelings.

—"* Politicus "’ in the Irish Independent.

§ (A_PI'OPOS of expressing sympathy on the assassination of the Minister for
Hi Justice).
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“SARSFIELD’S RIDE” ;
A MODEL CAVALRY RAID. j

By CoroxniL J. J. O’CoNNELL, Army School of Instruction.

 (Nore.—The present article has been written after an examination of all exist-
ing written authorities that were available to me. I have gone over the ground
myself and sifted carefully local tradition on the subject, which elucidates
much that is slurred over in the written accounts. - At the same time, local tradi-
tion must be regarded as giving the facts as they appeared to residents; they do
not necessarily give the view-point of a Cavalry Officer. This is especially the case
as regards the practicability of routes through the Slieve Felim Mountains, ete.
My personal view is that there must at all times have been several routes practic-
able for horses through these mountains. For example, the terrain has no diffi-
culties comparable to those surmounted by Gen. Jouinot-Gambetta in Macedonia
i September, 1918, with a force much larger than Sarsfield’s. The dates, ete., in
the article are those of the period, i.e., Old Style. —The distances are in statute
miles for facility of reference.

I have been much indebted to the following gentlemen resident at different points
along Sarsfield’s route :—Ald. P. O’Brien, Mayor, and Mr. C. O’Brien, Limerick;
Mr. Henry Phillips, Glen Cottage, Killasculy ; Mr. Michael Ryan, Knockacapul;
Mr. Thomas English, Temple Brayden. Without their kind assistance I should
have been quite unable to fix the topography with anything like the exactness
essential to a military article.

I am also indebted to Mr. M. J. MacEnery, formerly Deputy Keeper of Public
Records, for directing my attention to certain lesser-known written accounts).

E, his countrymen, have never really studied Sarsfield. We have been told

he was ‘‘ a dashing cavalry officer,”’” or *‘ a skilful partisan leader,”’ and we
have been satisfied to let it go at that. Just because Sarsfield was able to shake
himself free from the routine and the techmical prejudices of his age, and fear-
lessly assume responsibility; just because he possessed initiative, energy, and
endurance—the qualities of the partisan chief—for those reasons he was, forsooth,
merely a partisan and not really a general at all!

Since, therefore, it has been customary to assume that Sarsfield’s actions were
the results of chance inspirations, it has never been thought worth while to analyse
them critically. And of none of his achievements is this truer than of the destruec-
tion of the Williamite siege train at Ballyneety on the night of August 11th-12th,
1690. This is popularly regarded as a sort of achievement of demi-gods—much
the same as, indeed, we regard an exploit of Cuchullain or Fionn. No doubt,
there was a dashing—and even heroic—side to the achievement; but there was
also a technical military side. It is this last which it is proposed to analyse in

~the present article, the sub-title of which—* A Model Cavalry Raid ~’—will be
found to be fully justified.
TrE CHANGE 1N CAVALRY IN THE 17TH CENTURY.

The wars in the first half of the 17th century started a revolution in the Cavalry
arm. The Polish wars of Gustavus Adolphus; the Thirty Years War; the English
Civil War; and the Irish Confederate War, to a more limited extent, saw the first
employment of the trooper as distinet from the knight, and of the saddle-horse as
distinet from the ‘* destrier.”’ Attention came to be paid to numbers and train-
ing, rather than to individual might and prowess.

Moreover, it had come to be recognised that Cavalry could be appropriately given

: as part of their armament a fire-arm—either a long-barrelled horse-pistol or a
v carbine. Gradually it was realised that in certain cases horsemen could dismount
‘ and fight on foot; and there were formed Dragoon regiments designed primarily
for this type of action.
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Finally, by 1690, it was accepted that Cavalry could do lplxch ‘more th.un merely
deliver charges on the battlefield. That had been still their main function half-a- |
century previously under men like Pappenheim or Prince Rupert, or even under as
great a general as Cromwell. But in the intervening years there had taken place
the campaigns of Turenne with their numerous lessons.” Turenne used his cavalry, -
not alone to deliver charges, but much more for Reconnaissance, Security, and de-

tached work generally. In short, during the 17th century, Cavalry ceased to be
mediaeval and became modern.

SARSFIELD APPLIES THE NEW CONDITIONS TO IRELAND.

Now, as luck would have it, Sarsfield when a young officer, had served under -
Turenne in the last and most masterly campaign of that great general. He had
seen the new way for employing Cavalry and he realised that the same could be |
done in Ireland. The new conditions, indeed, opened up enormous possibilities
for the nimble-witted Irishman and his nimble-footed horse.  Sarsfield grasped

these pos'sibi]ities‘at once and proceeded to exploit them to the full. This is |
clearly displayed in all his operations in Ireland. Sarsfield, indeed, was much
more than a Cavalry officer:

\ he was a true Cavalry general, and he brought the
latest Cavalry technique into a new, but very suitable, environment. )

In Ireland, befor_e 1600, Cavalry had played a relatively unimportant part in
warfare. The heavily-mailed man-at-arms_equally with his ponderous ‘‘destrier,”
was totally out of place in the Trish forests and bogs. Yet Ireland was not without
certain possibilities in the matter of Cavalry. The Irishman’s individualist char-

acter—with a dash of the gambler in him—rendered him naturally suitable fora
cavalryman. : ‘

; The_z other component of the cavalryman—his horse—was also produced from
f1me 1;1'1memonal of excellent qu.ahty. Horse-racing as a sport had been universal
bt;ortn d’%“es well before authentic history ; and in mediaeval times we have celé-
i Za(;lo;g;t?illlze:ﬁ suc'hda?i Art *Izl/lacMurtough Kavanagh’s horse in 1400, which
e wind down ¢ a1 0 : ; of
was available in abundance‘.m fikien o, g Hividently, the rav K
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88,000 men before Limerick and about 10,000 in the rest of the country. The re-
spective proportions on the Jacobite side would be roughly the same. Accordingly
there were collected in the vicinity of Limerick all the elements of a decisive
struggle.

LiMerick 1§ 1690. '

Limerick was at this period the second city in Ireland, and the Limerick of the
time is still quite recognisable. For those familiar with the city it will help to know
that the extensive portion lying south-west of the Sarsfield Bridge—William Street
line, did not exist at all in 1690. That area was then covered by open meadow-
land. The Limerick of 1690 consisted of the Irish Town, bounded as at present,
and the English Town, on King’s Island, between the two branches of the river.
The English Town covered roughly the southern part of that island, which is nearly
a mile long from north to south, and slightly more than a third of a mile broad from
east to west. There was a stone bridge linking the Irish Town with the English
Town—Ball’s Bridge, on the site of the present one of the same name fronting

Martin Clohessy’s famous hostelry. ~ There was also then as now a Thomond
Bridge leading past the Castle into Clare. These were the only bridges in or near
the city. :

The " artificially-raised banks that now confine the Shannon within a definite
channel had not been constructed, so that much of what is now reclaimed land was
marshy, and—in wet weather—completely flooded. As a result the river was in
1690 an even more formidable obstacle than it is now. Below the city it was a
tidal estuary and quite impassable: above—between the city and Lough Derg—
there were some four or five points of passage, but none of decisive importance.
Tue DecisioN To DEFEND LIMERICK.

Limerick was not a fortress in any strict sense. It had an old city wall, like
every town of importance in the middle ages, which is thus described by Berwick:
‘“ The place had for its sole fortification a wall without ramparts, with a few
wretched little towers without diteches. We had made a sort of covered way all
round, and a kind of palisaded horn-work before the principal gate.”” This defence,
such as it was, ran completely round the Irish Town: the left flank resting on the
eastern branch of the river opposite King’s Island, and the right on the re-united
stream below the junction. This was the front attacked by William.

The decision to stand a siege in Limerick was made after serious dispute and
difference of opinion. Against defending were the Viceroy Tyrconnell and the
Commander-in-Chief Lauzun. The former was old and in failing health, and in
any case: ‘‘ The only military qualities that he had ever possessed were per-
sonal bravery and skill in the use of the sword.” Lauzun was a favourite of
James II., though in the French service. Lauzun—very much a ‘‘ courtier
general ’—seems to have been dismayed by the particularly desolate and appar-
ently hopeless character of the Irish War, and it is certain he was mortally un-
easy at the prospect of losing the French King’s regiments under his charge—
which mght in his view yet be of use on the continent. The war in Ireland he
considered definitely lost. As for his well-known mot—that the walls of Limerick
could be battered down with roasted apples—it was in all probability entirely
thrown away on the Irish, unused to such dainties, and whose apples, if they ever
should get any, would certainly be eaten raw. The common view, that Tyrconnell
and Lauzun abandoned Limerick and thereby endangered it, is untenable on mili-
tary grounds. The prospects of successful defence were improved rather than
otherwise by the departure of those who despaired of success. ~What remained
was a unanimously resolute garrison.

This garrison had three leaders of an exceptional stamp: the Duke of Berwick,
a youngster of twenty, destined to be later a great general ; Boisseleau, the Gover-
nor, a signal instance of the dictum: *‘ Tant vaut le gouverneur, autant vaut la
place *’; Sarsfield, personifying Irish national resistance to the invaders.
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When Tyrconnell and Lauzun left Limerick for Galway, on August 2nd. Boisse-
leau proceeded to take stock. He had a sufficiently numerous garrison whose
morale had plainly recovered since the Boyne. The raw Irish Infantry—unfit for
large-scale field operations—were capable of stubbornly defending works, and of
partial sallies, etc. ~Equally promising was the civilian morale, \\'lnf‘}l ensured
adequate labour for the defences and hearty co-operation generally. There were
ample provisions of one kind or another, 300 barrels of pmwlvr,_ ;.uul the mn.tenal
resources of an important town.  The houses were not negligible defensively,
** generally built very strong within the walls, being made most of them castle-

ways, with battlements.”” Boissleau made the most of all his resources as re-
gards the city itself.

DisposiTioN oF THE IrISH TROOPS.

The main Irish line of resistance was the wall of Irishtown. In front of this
Boisseleau had organised an outpost zone with a few small earthworks among the
gardens and enclosures of the suburb. The Infantry reliefs and reserves were
encamped on King’s Island, at the north end of which was an earthwork of some
consequence. The Castle served as Headquarters.

The Irish Cavalry had their encampment very near the site of the Shannon
Scheme power station at Ardnacrusha—sa very important point by reason of the
pronounced hairpin bend made by the river fo the immediate south of it. The

Irish Cavah:y, i.ndeed, constituted a vital factor in the situation. They were pro-
.bably Superior in numbers to the Williamite Cavalry, and were certainly superior
in quality, fitness, and leading. 4

_ Their encampment was so situated as to directly command the crossing of the
river nearest to Limerick, and to effectively flank all the others up to Killaloe.
They were also close to the quway road, which gave freedom of movement north-
ward into Connaught,. A In this way, Limerick was entirely unblockaded on the
Clarg side : the. enemy, in the words of Berwick, *‘ never daring to attempt invest-
Ing it on our side nor even to send any party across the river, which is only ford-
able in some parts. ”’ ;

There were—going up-stream from the city— /i ings Shan-
nO? '11: twee!ﬁbLimerick and Lough Doy ;(1 y—the following crossings of the

.- SInaghbeg—now Parteen-—at the apex of the hairpin-bend mentioned above,
:1'1]:';;21; l():ﬁ)n;gxan%ed byiv; }fhe Irfl[‘s}lll Cavalry. This was meli'elv a waist-deep ford, and
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reasonably expect to withstand an attack by field guns. Indeed, it is probable that
heavier than field guns were available for the defence, having been brought by
ships up the river. In addition, a French artilleryman had deserted from the
Williamites on the night they sat down before the city (9th-10th), and it was to
his information the garrison were indebted for at once locating the batteries and
William’s own Headquarters on the second day.

THE SIEGE TRAIN.

But the Frenchman also brought another item of news that was still more im-
portant—namely that a regular battering and bridging train was on its way to
join William before Limerick.

The Frenchman’s information was circumstantial as to time, place, composi-
tion, escort, ete.; quite circumstantial enough to take action on. The guns were
formidable and amply munitioned, the escort none too strong, the train was to
reach Cashel the following day—Sunday 10th.

The actual composition of the train was the following : —

6 24-pounder cannon.
2 18-pounder cannon.
5 mortars.
158 wagons of artillery ammunition.
18 metal pontoons for bridging: tools, etc.
12 casks of biscuit.
400 draught horses.

The escort consisted of two troops—80 troopers aceording to William’s secretary,
Sir Robert Southwell—of Villier’s Dragoon regiment (later ‘‘ The Bays ’’) and
some musketeers—12 ‘‘ Switzers ’—for the immediate defence of the wagons.
In addition were the artillerymen and the drivers, the whole under Captain Pul-
teney. - The drivers of that period were invariably hired or impressed civilians,
liable to panic on the smallest provocation.

THE PROBLEM BEFORE SARSFIELD.

We have seen that there was a definite possibility of Limerick successfully re-
sisting a bombardment by field guns. But the city’s chance of resisting siege guns
—especially if bridging material enabling William to multiply points of attack were
available—was nil. In a few days, at most, all would be over. Therefore, if the
place was to hold out, the siege-train must not arrive. If the train must not
arrive it must be destroyed en route—there was no other way. Consequently the
problem before Sarsfield was how to ensure its destruction?

Sarsfield knew that the Williamite convoy would march from Cashel on Mon-
day, August 11th. From Cashel to Cahernarry—William’s transport and supply
encampment—was over 80 miles, the city being some 4 or 5 further. Thirty miles
for a heavy convoy of the kind meant a two-days march on level roads and in fine
weather ; so that the train would be marching all of Monday the 11th, and Tuesday
the 12th. It could be attacked on one of those days or during the intervening
night. 3
Tuesday would be too late ; the convoy would be getting too near its destination
to be attacked with any reasonable prospect of success. Early on Monday there
would be difficulty in reaching and locating it, and there would be a danger of strik-
ing a blow in the air. There remained the night of the 11th-12th.

The convoy, parked for the night, gave Sarsfield a definite point of attack. He
need not hunt for his quarry; he could have it marked down beforehand. The end
of Monday’s march must find the train halted within a few miles radius of Cullen
—about half-way between Cashel and Limerick, and not quite two miles south-
west of the present railway station of Oola. .

Sarsfield’s decision. therefore, was to occupy a position in readiness on the
flank of the enemy’s line of march, and within reasonable distance of any possible
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halting place of the Williamites. Once in such a position the location of the pre-
cise position of the enemy’s park was a matter of ordinary scouting. When the
park was located, Sarsfield’s plan was to approach under cover of darkness and
overpower the Williamites by a surprise attack of incredible swiftness.

It is necessary to approach this matter of the decision as Sarsfield had to
approach it, before the event—not as has usually been the case, umh_-r the guise of
a legend that has grown up after the event. When Sarsfield set out from Limerick
he did not know where he would find the siege train: all he knew was the best place
to look for it—the place within a few miles of which it must be located. Conse-
quently, Sarsfield set before himself as a definite geographical objective, not Bally-
neety nor Cullen, but somewhere in the neighbourhood of Doon. Once there he
could find—and keep—the enemy siege-train.

The details of Sarsfield’s approach-march evidently must be interpreted in har-
mony with this decision, and we shall find how many points of local tradition,
which at first glance seem to be contradictory, are not at all necessarily so, but
rather tend to fit in as so many parts of a well-fitting whole.

THE ForcE TAREN By SARSFIELD,

The composition of the force employed had an important bearing on the success

of the enterprise. The Irish Cavalry was both numerous and of good quality, Sars-
field having nearly 4,000 men to choose from. Of these he decided to pick the
best. 'Ihe number required to be calculated carefully : if too large, the force would
be certain to be observed ; if too small, it could not provide the demolition parties
needed to accomplish the work with sufficient speed. The number decided on
ﬁnally.was 600fl§5ually described ‘as 400 line and 200 dragoons, and by one
fmth(’m}: as 500 line troops and 60 dragoons. The number to a score or o I8
immaterial—as is the question of which regiments supplied them. The important
matte}' was that Sgrsﬁeld selected 600 of his best-mounted and lwst-cqllipped
men. I'hesgl and t.helr horses were well rested, fed, and ovrhauled during Sunday;
1(’&1‘1. and in a high state of preparedness. : P

L (;etifeirlsfhtthr?sogers, anq even more especially to the Cavalry, Sarsfield himself;
eager—to go anwhorce, "}‘ﬁg e st Whon.] they were prepared—and eves
the expedi?cion o e;‘si.d ﬂl§ absolute, unquestioning confidence in the leader of

inally inti .
of € arsﬁz\i dt'l:egrl?i%s:jg;ﬁgtfn?%)g?ph‘cal knowledge was available in the person
district of Doon. in Tj p B atagan, Hogan was a famous Rapparee from the “
over t} o 1 Lipperary  who had already ridden times without number all =
1e terrain of Sarsfield’s march b g i times withou
reh, both by day and night, and in all weathers.

ey

Site of the Ford at Ballyva]ley.
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It will be clear, then, that Sarsfield’s ** expeditionary force >’ as it stood to
korse after mightfall on Sunday, August 10th, held in its ranks that reasonable
prospect of success which is sufficient warrant for any military operation. Sars-
field, in short, did not set out to work a miracle, but to put a force he had organised
and trained to an unusually severe test.

THE APPROACH-MARCH (A).

In the month of August it is dark by 9 p.m., so that Sarsfield could count on six
good hours, ample time to get to cover in friendly country before daybreak. He
was further favoured by a fine harvest moon, which was valuable to a Cavalry
column in that the slowing-up common on a night march did not arise. He could
make good time from the start.

The starting-point at the Camp was well back from the Shannon, and Sarsfield
kept well away from the river until he approached Killaloe. He followed the
road by Harold’s Cross-roads-Bridgetown-Ballycorney, between which and the
river there intervenes a chain of low hills, while the distance is at the nearest point
13 miles. Near Ballycorney a young Protestant resident was seized with a view
to getting from him the latest information about the Williamite posts at Killaloe.

At Killaloe there were, in addition to the bridge, two other possible points of
passage. One was at Clarisford, a mile below the town. This ford was guarded,
as well as the bridge. The other crossing was about a mile above the town, near
Brian Boru’s Fort. There was then no weir, and the river above Killaloe was
shallower than at present, and swifter; the ford itself being deep, dangerous and
unused—except by men like Galloping Hogan, whose choice would be limited.
The Williamites did not know of it at all, and consequently it was left open.

Approaching Killaloe, Hogan led the column diagonally across the fields behind
the town, towards Ballyvally, and wheeled towards the right, making for the ford.
There was no delay on the bank : kicking his heels into his horse’s sides, he took
the water at once, and the column followed him, wading two abreast at open dis-
tances, and keeping their footing with some difficulty. Once across, there was
the sense of satisfaction at having vanquished the first serious obstacle without
mishap.

s

Labbadiha Bridge.
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Moving up from the ford, Sarsfield passed round the outskirts of Ballina, holding
a south-easterly route. He struck the Boher road at Labbadiha Bridge, where a
party of Rapparees was met. This was a sign that from there on the country
would be friendly, and the tension of extreme watchfulness could be eased for the
moment. :

For all that, Sarsfield did not draw rein for another hour or more. He held on
due east by Bushfield to Shallee, and there turned south into the mountain distriet.
Moving by Lower Shallee, Crishanagh, Killascully, and Barnabaun, he finally
halted in the shelter of Ballyhourigan Wood, at the south-western angle of Keeper

- Hill.

TaE APPROACH-MARCH (B). .

The halt at Ballyhourigan was a matter of a couple of hours—a wait for clear
daylight, a good rest and rub-down, a meal for men and horses. Before any more
prolonged halt was possible it was necessary to first get much closer to the line
of march of the Williamite convoy. Starting shortly after sunrise, the column—
led all the time by Hogan—held towards the south-east by Toor, Knockfune, Rear
Cross, over the Bilboa River, towards the Hills of Doon, in whose shelter the

* Down the glen rode Sarsfield’s men.”’

The valley from Ballyhourigan to Knockfune.

column reste S : = :
o entirx;bd;;}_for the remainder of that day~Mo-nday 11th, i.e., for practically

There is a strong local tradition that €
’ g L Sarsfield, on the 11th, took the route round
;}t]:l“('i‘tﬁi:n ﬁang\ of the mountains by Rossaguile, Fiddane, Castle Waller, Glen-
i \wcann (i ‘(;xplamed on the very probable assumption that the force taking
. s a detachment watching the flank towards Limerick—the dangerous

direction. And it is quite conceivable that Sarsfield himself—knowing his main

body safe in Hogan'’s cui ;
¥y sa an’s guidance—took t o Wi . : ier in-
formation of an; move from Limerick?lls i i e

This would be quite compati i

3 patible with

the main botiy. Mid-day on Mondlav e
assembled within an hour’s ride or so0 of &

v rejoining of the flank patrol with
11th, _would have found the whole force
he Williamite line of march. B
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Maxine CoNTacT witH THE ENEMY,

The short march for the 11th was finished by mid-day. The long summer after-
noon was free for rest in the Assembly Position. The people among the valleys
at the eastern end of Slieve Felim were all friendly, and food for man and horse
was provided. Sarsfield could, therefore, count on a well-rested troop for the
final stage of his enterprise.

Where the Bilboa River leaves the Hills of Doon.

While the column was resting, Sarsfield had his intelligence service at work :
picked regular patrols, rapparees, and friendly ciyilians—all were utilised. The
zone of country southward from Doon and Cappa White at the exit from the
mountains was explored—towards Cashel to make contact with the convoy and
keep it in view; towards Limerick to ascertain whether the Williamite camp
displayed any unusual activity.

No information received would have been of such a nature as to cause any
serious disturbance of Sarsfield’s plans. The escort was well within his power to
deal with, and there was no indication of any move to reinforce it. The ground
over which ran the convoy’s route is very undulating, and consequently facilitated
scouting and shepherding a slow-moving convoy. As a result the Irish scouts
were able to keep track of their quarry until it halted for the night. Going over
all the circumstances, Sarsfield decided to let the enemy get well settled for the
night and attack in the small hours of the morning—when the Williamites would
be off their guard, animated by nothing better than what Napoleon afterwards
called ** two-o’clock-in-the-morning courage.’’ In that way the work of Sarsfield’s
men would be just completed before day began To break. He would get away
from the immediate locality under cover of darkness, and have daylight for his
long, hard ride home. No good striking into strange, difficult country in the dark.

TrE CoNvoy PARKS FOR THE NIGHT.

The siege-train halted for the night at Ballyneety—about 2} miles west-south-
west of Oola, and 2 miles west of Cullen—having accomplished a good day’s march
from Cashel. They would now be something like 12-14 miles from the Williamite
camp before Limerick, and consequently took it for granted that all danger was
over. The train was parked on a suitable piece of firm, level ground at the foot .
of the eminence now known as Sarsfield’s Rock, which was then crowned by a
ruined castle. The whole attitude was that of men who felt that they had per-
formed their mission creditably and could afford to take things easy. Story de-
scribes their action thus: ** They encamped on a small piece of plain ground, there
being several earthen fences on one side, and the old castle on the other . . . . .
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thinking themselves at home, so nigh the camp and not fearing an enemy in such a
place, especially since they had no notice sent to them of it, they turned most of
their horses out to grass as being wearied with marching before, and the guard

they left was but a slender one, the rest most of them going to sleep, but some
woke in the next world.”

Sarsfield’s Rock, Ballyneety. The siege train parked on the level i
expanse in the fore-ground. i

eign to their experience.

2
A
-
}
i ai -4 5 ‘
1S g1ves us the real measure of Sarsfield’s enterprise, and shows how far ahead 5
4

It is not a question of a blunder of

p { ain Pulteney : it was an example of 8 i
g out a suitable Cavalry mission. -

gust 11th-12th Wwas not as clear ag the previous night. Cloude:

at times obscured th ilitati
e afte: tlﬁlg(;l(l),u;%rrr;e;vhat facilitating the advance to close quarters.

about 2 a.m. of Tyes dhy; 100 eople had gone to bed, and reached Ballyneetyﬂ_'

south for

to Monard. Here Sarsf; half a dozen mile

‘ 0 miles by Clonbrick and Moanmore,

train, and on the road g] Sid i exactly 5 miles due east of the parked battering-
up thus, from their Plf'io?)gf ;‘;IQLChh]’t lt}ad advanced from Cashel that day. Coming

; by the Williamites fop friends, 18 Torce would be likely at first to be mistaken’
Such was the situation when § ‘

" last lap.”  And now there befzﬁSﬁ?Id turned his horse’s head for Cullen on the

only come to those wh him one of those strokes of luck that in War.
it: the Williamot. pao have already placed u

ced themselves in a position to profit BY
words it was SarSﬁeldrss‘ivto l(’]qdfor the night wag ascertained——l—)and of all pPOSSibIe
! .C10 Dot need a map ¢, be superstitious to take this for
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had fallen behind with a lame horse—or possibly a lame story—made this lady’s
acquaintance and learnt the pass-word from her, forthwith hurrying on with his
information.

The old Hill Road from Cullen, along which Sarsfield advanced after the convoy.

Possession of the pass-word enabled the column to pass an outlying sentinel—
apparently at a walk or easy trot. Then, as the prey was neared, the pace was
quickened, which seems to have made the inner sentinels suspicious, for one of
them challenged twice as the Irish horsemen came up. It was then that oceurred
the most widely-known detail of the whole operation. Sarsfield’s answer to the
sentinel was: ‘‘ Sarsfield is the word and Sarsfield is the man.”’

But the alarm came too late. The Irishmen spurred in, cutting, thrusting, and
firing their pistols. The escort, roused suddenly from slumber, and grabbing
desperately for their arms, were quickly overpowered. Some sixty were slain, a
wounded lieutenant was captured, the remainder escaped—almost all on foot. The
overpowering of the escort was a matter of minutes—almost of seconds; and
Sarsfield’s men were able to turn at once to the main work of demolition.
WRECKING THE SIEGE TRAIN.

This required the carrying out of serious technical work and an important physical
effort, calling for a certain amount of time. To make sure of splitting the guns,
they were crammed to the muzzle with powder, wadded hard in, holes were dug
in the ground for the muzzles, and the pieces upended into them; the pontoons
were stove in and broken up; the wagons of munitions, tools and food drawn
fogether and heaped with baggage: packages of powder placed suitably and loose
gowder scattered liberally over the whole heap; a train laid and fuse got ready to

e lit.

At the same time the horses were caught—400 draught and over 80 troop-horses,
the latter ‘‘ saddled and bridled, with pistols at the saddle bow.”’ Any other port-
able articles were taken also. The Williamite wounded, apart from the Officer,
were carried into some sort of rough and ready safety; and a bugle sent the men
hurrying back to their horses, leading the captured remounts. A second blast had
them once more in their saddles. The withdrawing column was not well on the
march when the great pyramid blew up with a deafening crash, and for a moment
the countryside was lit up as clear as day.
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Everything had gone like clock-work, The demolition was complete—only 2
of the guns could be used again. Tt is a pity we have not Sarsfield’s detailed in-
structions for this part of the operation: for evidently there could be no such com-
plete success without detailed instructions. It seems most likely that the long
halt on Monday afternoon in the mountains was employed in allotting tasks, detail-
ing parties, etc., for the broad outlines of the operation. The later reports would
enable any necessary finishing touches to be given. It was a clear case for expliei i
verbal instructions; and with picked men, such as Sarsfield had taken with him,
it was easy enough to follow such—even at night, '

TeE ATTEMPT TO INTERCEPT.

It had so happened that a Clare resident who was a Williamite sympathiser, had
This man—one Manus O’Brien—went to
told him that Sarsfield, with an important

C ) Killaloe the previous night. This informa-
tion puzzled William and was openly derided by some of his principal Officers—
at least as regards its having any bearing on the siege-train. .

William himself, however, was more careful. He decided that no harm could
be done by sending a reinforcement to meet the train, and accordingly detailed Sir
John Lanier with 500 horsemen for that purpose. Tt is said that William gave

this order at 9 p.m. on Monday, 11th. b t th i i o
tinck, Duke of Bortland. y », DUt that owing to the remissness of Ben-

Duke 1t was not carried out until 1 a.m. on Tuesday, 12th. By
that time it was too late; for Sarsfielq was even then getting to work on the
n the march and had reached
and heard the roar in the distance. Lanier
ish at the Shannon crossings;
encamped in the vicinity, had
tter lost 1 officer and 15 men

an encounter with g party of §

killedithe anbivd i arsfield’s. The 1a

sualties of the expedition,
SARSFIELD’g WITHDRAWAL,

Lanier’s judicious left w
O success.  Sarsfield never meant t0
break back across the Shannon between Limerick and Lough Derg,v but showed

himself to the very end a real ca\lr)alr_yman. Having achieved his aim completely,
length of Lough Derrbobrass s ack intact. £6 he decided to put all the long

heel met with n

d he had ; : :
As for th = something of a start and a reliable guide.
i ot;uit: ;‘:tml;egoz?:eexglzﬁd by the consciousness of an astc?unding ef;}"it}
o Of the six hundre, cared a curse if he never got back

ResuvLrs or tag OPERATION.

T ’
rickh:ursr;oe::zlegﬂf}?: :!f'u ?ﬁrﬁifig E‘; l?Pera\tion as enormous. Both parties at Lime
cumstantial reports came - con!?y Saw the flash ang hrei‘a}fd the pxplosio;.pegli:

e garrison and |

he rousing reception he

b il i NG Ty tellg us : * This news was very um-

uneoncern at the loss than P+ U6 very private men showing a greater

e guns was not so greatyou :l:ould o sy from such kind of people. The loss

all the stubborn courage the ais 8 of the horges and ammunition.”” Indeed, for

the Williamites had no long};rfﬁﬁf cglilg:gsd in their attacks, it seems certain th
ence in the outeome of the siege.
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It does not eome within the scope of this article to describe the siege of Lime-
rick. But as a direct result of Sarsfield’s raid the besieged gained one complete
week—from Aug. 10th to 17th. An extra week under the technical direction of a
man like Boisseleau meant a great deal towards strengthening the defences and
improving the troops. Moreover, the Williamite attack had to be made even-
tually with weaker artillery, with scantier ammunition, without any bridge-
equipment. In the circumstances, William could not be certain of adequately
breaching the defences, and was in addition restricted to a frontal attack on one
side of the river.

Finally, the week was gained at a time when every additional day was of vital
importance ; because the equinoctial gales and broken weather were coming on. In
these campaigns the wet Irish winter was always ruinous to foreign troops. The
previous year Schomberg had lost half his army in Dundalk—a place much more
easily accessible than Limerick for supplies from England.

In point of fact, William, after this, made only one attack. From August 17th
to 27th he pressed the siege with vigour; on the latter date he was bloodily re-
pulsed. On the 31st he struck camp and retreated. Sarsfield’s Ride had, indeed,
been decisive as regards the year 1690, and had in efiect gained a year. More than
this could not have been accomplished by any action at this time. Oldmixon, a
contemporary Williamite writer, says: ** This was not more inglorious to the Eng-
glish than it was glorious to Sarsfield, who got more honour, and did his master
more service than all the other Irish or French generals did him, in the course of
that war.”’ »

It will not be out of place to point out that in one very important respect Sars-
field’s Ride emphasises the unchanging character of War. In 1690, only good
cavalry could have accomplished such an achievement: in 1927, over the same
ground, only the same kind of force, i.e., good men on good horses, could do the
same. This lesson, in these days of iron and petrol, is worth retaining.

(Since the foregoing was written I was fortunate enough to see in Trinity College
Library a manuseript of the period entitled ‘“ An Account of Gunns and Ammuni-
iton sent from Dublin and were surprised at Cullen.”” This Account is very com-
plete and differs in some points from the particulars of the Siege Train set out
above. For example, the Account gives all the guns as of one calibre, i.e., 8
** Brass Ordnance of 18.”" Again it gives ‘‘* Tinn Boats 6 ~’—but probably this is
the same as the 18, assuming each boat to be in three sections. Only 1 *° Mortor *’
is mentioned—a heavy piece of 18 inches for which there were 30 shells and 15
carcasses. KEvidently, though, there were available some other high-angle pieces;
for the Account mentions ‘‘ Boombs for ye howith 200.”” Tndeed, the quantity of
ammunition was, for the period, very great—800 ball for the 18-pounders, 120
barrels of powder, 16 hundred of match, 5,000 ‘* hand-grenadoes.”’

The engineering material was also very important—apart from the tin boats—
3,000 tools, ‘‘ a quantity of all sorts of tymber,”” 94 ** wool baggs,’’ a ** gynn "’ or
crane, together with block wagons, limbers, spare gun-carriages, ete. In short,
the additional information of the ‘‘ Account * very materially emphasises the im-
- portance of Sarsfield’s achievement, for the Train is conclusively proved to be such
ghgtoits arrival at Limerick would have finished the siege in short order.—

J.0°C.).




!
i

36 An t-05LAC. October, 1927.

THE PROBLEM OF HAULAGE FOR
FIELD ARTILLERY

By Major P. A. Murcany, O.C., Corps of Artillery.

T HE attention of the Irish Army, as of all other armies, is at the moment directed
to the problem of deciding the most suitable form of traction for Field Artillery.
Some great Armies are now in favour of tractor haulage for their Field Artillery
as against the horse, and are preparing to mechanicalise many of their field bat-
teries. Should we adopt such mechanical methods ?

It is important that this question be viewed from all possible angles, and that 3
exhaustive tests be carried out before our Army be committed to the acceptance
or rejection of any particular form of gun-haulage. = The method of haulage
selected for the Irish Army must naturally be that best suited to this country, and
before adopting any new methods we should fully satisfy ourselves that such are
more suitable than those already in use. i

I am strongly in favour of horse-drawn Field Artillery for our Army, without
at the same time, being prejudiced against the tractor, which must, undoubtedly,
be used for transporting the heavier types of guns and howitzers. I am of opinion,
however, that the tractor must accomplish far more than has been done at recent
tnals.beforq the Army can be committed to the acceptance of such form of gun-
haulage for its Field Batteries. The first and foremost duty of Field Artillery is to
accompany and support the Infantry, and as long as the Infantry remain on foo

so long must the Field Artillery have that form of traction which permits it to carry

out its first duty. The present horse-drawn Field Battery is capable of moving

as a complete unit over any ground which the firing battery can traverse, and tha
means practically anywhere that a body of troops is called upon to march oF
manoeuvre. The Battery can travel on narrow roads in long columns of mixed,"
mounted and dismounted troops, It can utilise deep fords and narrow bridges ¢
sxpall }oad capacity. T!.le Battery Commander can maintain complete control
his unit by riding alongside, at the head or at the rear. The reconnaissance pa
can detagzh itself from the Battery and ride ahead without difficulty.

The picture of a tractor-drawn Field Battery in a column of mixed troops
?};m'ow ro?)ds 1s not a happy one. The idea of combining horses and tractors i
I de samih attery is mncongruous, and the Battery Commissioned personnel must
g elpn € gun tractors or in specially provided ‘cars. The Battery Commander
as little or no control over the Battery on the move. Tfhe stops to see the Battery

pass en route, he cannot reach th. i
R o ek et e head of the column until the next halt.

in a great degree, trust to Iu i i i
:r;!otor lcycle would not imprzliethat L csoifliltn%o?}f; ist? f:llé‘;;;srgzgé b
b oen (;(})1 :r:éxecc;nogaziow roa;ll_s. Moreover, it would be very difficult, not to men-
the slower-movin cgl ey ey the motor cycle running at a rate to o
e ek deredg th“mIL If a reconnaissance angd occupation of battery po
it would not be o'q'b]e reconnaissance party could not leave the column becalt
Again, if the orge:tanel, 18 I the case of a mounted party, to travel across count
drawn battery could not o about turn, ” it would be quite possible that a tractor
¥ could not execute the commang on a narrow stretch of road, whilst
would present no difficulty. :

this has no particula A Ty are inseparable for fighting purposes,
Seiiant " r advantage. “‘ On g march the speed is that of the slowest



37

'0104yd . Y0130+ Uy ,,] *AoUB[S J0AlY Juipioj wWeey pue uny

‘Q
¢

L

P

Aan ¢-6%

October, 1927.




38 An t-65LAC. October, 1927.

During Field Training in the Glen of Imaal, Count&y Wicklow, in June and July, &
1926, exhaustive tests were carried out with horse-drawn field guns. They were
brought across bogs where horses were up to their girths in mud, and the guns
sank axle deep, but with horse and man working in unison, the guns were brought
safely to solid ground. One particular incident is worthy of note. Two guns
were being brought across a particularly bad stretch of bog five hundred yards wide.
When half-way across, the horses bogged so deeply that they were unable to move,
and lay down. One gun sank beyond the axle, and was only prevented from going
deeper by the lower shield finding a rest on a more solid piece of ground. Furze
was cut and placed under the horses to give them some little footing, then the
detachment, with spades, dug out the gun. The horses, assisted by the men on
drag ropes, pulled the gun the remaining two hundred and fifty yards in fifteem
minutes. Had a tractor been able to penetrate half this distance, it is conceiv-
able that it would have been practically impossible to extricate it from the position:
where the horses and gun sank.
.Horses negotiated with ease a river, four feet six inches deep, and, aided by men
with drag ropes, hauled guns up a very steep hill covered with large boulders. Both
these feats the tractor was unable to accomplish during the tests in July, 1926.
On the 28th and 29th July, 1926, tests with horses and a Fordson Tractor were
carried out in Glen Imaal. The first route chosen was one over which horses had
drawn guns several times, but when the representatives of the tractor inspected the
route.on the 28th J uly they decided that they would not attempt to traverse that
portion of the route which ran through bog. Another route was marked out and con-
Sl&te(: Oi Cl)lnly rough ground, steep gradients and shallow fords. The tractor was un- * :
:heea (1); 01 ow the.horse-dlzawn guns over this alternative route, and deviated from
ctual course in three instances. The driver of the tractor, an expert at his job,

In all fairness to the Ford i i i
W o machineo;n sg::n Tractor, it must be admitted that on solid ground

i during the tests at Glen Imaal ised by
its endurance, speed and po Faitbagos. JE this tratie Wl
ppeur K8l Ar bt toph:\?lr‘gulndeed the only advantages of this tractor would

(a) Useless in boggy ground.

(b) Unable to .
) bz Pass over rocks or boulders reaching above the height of the front

Many offi i
sroms o ccomamy, b xSt AL dEvD Tild Avelry do 0B
vring capabilities of the Battery Vﬂe}h?lct' that such change reduces the manoeu-
wagon teams by tractors, it is que A

_ y be cheaper to replace gun an 4
horses by mechanieal transpor(};ufosflgl!]l: %ea:‘t’ilf;hel‘ S be e e e

Commisisoned personnel, the re- =
E:
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connaissance party, battery signallers, field kitchen, water-cart and stores wagons
—all very important to the tactical handling of the Battery. It most certainly
would not be economical if the new form of battery traction left the Infantry un-
supported in any of the circumstances in which the Infantry might find itself in
time of war.

The Great War did not prove the superiority of the tractor for drawing light
field-guns—its adoption by the different armies being due only to recent manoeuvre
experiments. The Continental and American Armies are not dispensing entirely
with horse-drawn Artillery, and this suggests that their experiments have not been
altogether conclusive.

Quite recently officers of the American Field Artillery expressed their opinion in
favour of a proposal to change a group of tractor-drawn field guns into horse-drawn
guns. This opinion was based on actual experience. It had, in fact, been recog-
nised by them that in the field the horse had proved the better zorm of traction.
He could give results under all conditions, whereas the tractor, in muddy ground,

ran the risk of bogging so deeply as to render any movement impossible for a con-
siderable time. :

Naturally the case with us is far stronger. America is a vast, industrialised
cou_ntry, while Ireland is a small agricultural country, but with a horse supply
which is unequalled anywhere. Again, Ireland is not self-supporting in such pro-
ducts as oil and petrol, and in the event of complete isolation during war, would
soon experience a shortage of fuel for mechanical transport. We would then have
to rely on horses to haul the guns. What the horse can accomplish in time of war is

well known, but the tractor has little war experience except for hauling the heavier
types of guns and howitzers.

_ Tractors are quite satisfactory on roads, but modern warfare does not confine
itself to roads—quite the contrary in fact—so the question arises: Can the tractor

g;mﬂﬁﬁtvgtgaﬁﬁ Artillery feats of which the horse is capable? I am of the

Another point in favour of the horse is that if f i
i : . x our of the six-horse team were
killed, it would still be possible to carry on temporarily with two horses. If the

tractor is put out of action the gun is cofnpletely held up, and, in the case of retire-

ment, would possibly fall into the hands of the enemy.

** Where the horses can go, the guns can go *’ is an old gunner’s motto, and it

would be most unwise to discard our
: : present syste i rovel
that its merits are at least equal to that of the'hox:; ;)l:-tl;ulﬁh-i:ﬁ:;? o

The Heavy Artillery, which in a eo : i
) , untry like Ireland, need seldom quit solid
ground, requires tractors for haulage, but lef the Field Artillle::; e % its horses.

—

: TO
Articleg for publistion it a1 L ABIBUTORS.

\ in AN 1-OgrAcy should b i The
Editor, Ax T-OGLACH, Department of Defence, Parle(gz(igfels)s\fgﬁ‘lill.rwt T




October, 1927. An tT-65LAC. 41

TEACHT AN AMADAIN.

AN MAOR B. O BRIAIN, Do Scriobh.

Chuir rud éigin moill orm an 14 san agus bhi se gairid do’'n a dé a chlog sir ar 1
shuidheas sios chun mo 1din a chaitheamh i Restaurant bheag taobh leis an
Luxembourg. Bhi an cur-amach deireannach de’n *“ Midi ” in’ ldiimh agam. Thugas
strach-fhéachaint air. Bhi moran scéalta ann mar gheall ar bheirt Franncach Crédha
a d’imthig tamall beag roimis sin ldn de dhdchas agus de mheanmain chun ‘An
t-Oileain Ur’ do bhaint amach ’na ‘‘n-E4n Bhdn.” Na credtitiri bochta, ni
bhfuarthas tdsc nd tuairisc ortha 6 chuadhar thar Chontae an Chldir amach ar an
bhFairrge Mhdir. Bhi scéalta, eile ann agus bhi scéal amhdin ar na scéalta sin a
rug greim ar m’aigne nach rug aon nid eile riamh roimis sin. Chonnacas i
leitreacha mdra na focail. ‘‘Le fou qui vole.” (‘“‘Ara dichéillidhe An Eitill.”)
Leath-choltin a bhi ann ag cur sios ar fhear ¢g, buachaill a bhi ann déarfd
ar an bpeictitir de a bhi ar an bpdipéar, a bhi tar éis an t-aer a thdgaint
roinnt bheag neomainti roimis sin i Nua Eabhrach chun Paris na Frainnce do bhaint
amach, chun dul 'na aonar d’aon léimt amhdin treasna na milte mile fairrge idir
An Sean-domhan so againne agus an domhan iongantach nua san na Meirecednach.

Bhinn ag cuimhneamh air go minic i rith an trathnéna san. Cd raibh sé? An
n-eireochadh leis ? Bhi gach aoinne eile ag cainnt air leis, agus na ceisteanna ceddna
’ghd gcur aca ar a céile.

Bhi sluaighte méra ar na Boulevards taobh amii d’ oifigi na bpdipéar nuaidheachta
an oidhche sin. Thainig scéal go bhfacthas é ag tabhairt aghaidh ar an bhFairrge
Mhdir i n-aice le Saint John’s, fé mar do thug an t-Ean Bdn bocht aghaidh ar an
bhFairrge gCéadna os cionn Ceann na Léime, cupla 14 roimis sin. An ndéanfadh an
Meiricednach an rud ndr eirigh le Plir na Frainnce do dhednamh. An mbuadhfadh
Lindberg ar an bhFairrge Mhdir ?

Thainig an 14, 14 aoibhinn samhraidh agus thdinig pdipéir na maidne leis an 14.
Niorbh bhfios d’aoinne sa domhan cé raibh an Spirit of St. Louis. B’fheidir an
bheirt aca bheith ag eitilt i gcomhnui riamh 'na n-aonar os cionn tonntracha mdra
garbha na farraige ; b’fheidir an bheirt aca an buachaill fionn agus an t-eitealldn
beag ar dhath an airgid bheith 'na luighe gan cor asta i dtéin na mara. Dieu sait !

Bhi an meadhon lae aris ann agus cheannuigheas aris an ‘“ Midi.” Bhi an Midi
gan tuairisc ortha. Chéannuigeas an tdrna pdipedr agus an triomhadh paipedr
agus an cearhrt pdipedr. Bhi sé fuar agam. Niraibh fhios acht ag Dia féin cd rabhadar
an uair sin.

Thainig cedd-phdipedr an trithnéna amach annsan. Cheannuigheas féin €, Chean-
nuigh gach fear, bean, agus pdiste go raibh ciig ‘‘ sous” aca ¢, agus fuair gach duine
né raibh an méid sin airgid aige tamall de 6 dhuine a bhi tar éis é léigheamh. Bhi
fiabhras ag teacht ar mhuintir Pharais, acht chaitheadar foidhne bheith aca. Bhi
an pdipéar san gan scéal ar an mbeirt freisin.

Bhi an misneach agus an ddchas ag teip ar gach acinne nuair do thainig scéal do thég
an croidhe arfs i ngach duine ’sa chathair mhdir scéal go bhfeaca long éigin an t-
eitealldn ctpla céad mile sli siar 6 chésta na h-Efreann agus ¢ ag gluaiseacht ar nés
na sidh-ghaoithe i dtred Chiarrai. Annsan thdinig pdipéar eile amach. Aracuiga
chlog d’eitill an t-eitealldn thar thalamh na h-Eurdipe do'n chéad uair. Bhi scéal ann
go ndeachaidh sé thar Chuan Aird Caithne agus Baile na nGall. Is 'mé 14 aoibhinn
sultmhar a chaitheas ar an mbaile mbeag san i lér Gaeltachta Chiarrai. Ni chloisfed
aon teangan eile ann 6 cheann ceann na bliadhna acht an Ghaedhealg acht anois
agus aris nuair a thigeadh bdd franncach isteach san chuan ag ceannach gliomach.
Chloisfe4 annsan teanga cedlmhar na Frainnce ’a spreaga ag na mairnéalaigh. Is
beag a cheapas agus mé annsan go mbeadh ainm an chuain sin 14 i mbéal gach duine




42 An t-65LAC. i October, 1927.

’sa bhFrainnc agus scribhte i leitreachaibh mdra ar phdipéarabh nuaidheachta

an dombhain.

Dubhairt lucht na n-eitealldn, na duine a raibh thuigsint aca ins na cirsai sin, nd
tdgfadh an Spirit of St. Louis acht cdig uair an chluig chun dul é Bhaile na nGall

go Paras na Frainnce d4 léanfadh sé do bheith ag suibhal mar do bhi go dti san.
*“ A Dhia ! ” arsa mise liom féinig nuair a léigheas san ‘‘ an amhlaigh a bhéidh sé
annso ar a deich a chlog duine a bhi chomh fada san uainn ar a ciig.” Acht s'é an
rud a dubhairt na paipeir go léir, gur docha go sroisfeadh sé Paras timpal a deich.

Chuadhas abhaile agus d’itheas mo dinnéar. Do thdgas mo hata agus mo chéta
annsan agus thugas aghaidh ar Le Bourget an t-aerodrém mdr taobh ami de Pharas
mar a dtagann i dtir na h-eitealldin go léir 6 thiorthaibh iasachta. Chuadhas chomh
fada leis an Porte de la Villette, an geata de’n chathair is giorra do Le Bourget 'sa
traen-fé-thalamh. Do réir mar a bhi an traen ag druiditiint chun an gheata san bhi
sé ag lionadh suas go dti go raibh sé chom l4n san sa deire nar bhfeidir duine eile do
chur isteach ann. Thénag anios aris taobh leis an nGeata. Agus cad é mar radharc
do chonnach annsan! Bhi plés mér ann agus é 14n de gach aon tsaghas gléas iompair.
Bhi métoir, agus busanna agus trdmanna agus rothair agus trucail de gach sort da
bhfeacthas riamh ann agus iad go leir ad jarraidh dul amach as an gcathair go dti
an t-aerodrém. Shamhluig sé dhomh sa go raibh an Domhan agus a Mhac a d’
iarraidh dul ann.

. Scoldire bocht ab’eadh mise an 14 san. D’éirigh liom tar éis i bhfad plas d’fhdil
i dtrdm a bhi ag dul amach. B'in é a shabh4il me. Taobh amu de’n chathair, té
bothar mdr direach dté nios leithne fé dhé nd aon bhéthar d4 bhfuil againn i mBaile
Atha Cliath ag dul amach ¢ thuaidh thar Le Bourget. ‘‘La Route de Flandres”
a tugtar air. Do ghaibh na Gearmdinigh an tsli sin i 1914 agus iad ag dednamh ar
c?lrmdhe na Frainnce roim Chath na Marne. Bhi oireadh san motair agus rudai
eile ar an mbothar an oidhche seo gurbh ar eigin ab fhéidir led gluaiseacht i n-aon
chor. Ar adhml}éun an domhain do bh sli fé leith ann i gcdir na dtramanna a bhi nios
aoirde nd an bothar’ ar nés an bhéthair iarainn Poll an Phica. Dh4 deascaibh san
do ghluaiseamar ni ba thapila n4 na daoine a bhi an an mbdthar féin, acht md

ghluais do thégamar uair a chluig chun na tri mile sl idi Cathrach
Sgus’ 4 t-asrodréi do s djnn.g mile sli atd idir geata na Cat

Bhi se tamall maith tar éis a deich i i i :
e ot Bt eich nuair do shroiseamar an baile beag ar a dtugtar

3t ag tuitim. Bhi na métair a; 1 om mr
san tre na chéile um a dtaca san go rabhadar ’na lén-stg:g.gal?)}(l) rrlilgx:i%e (f’llll mbaile
go gtx an t-aerodrém le h-eagla go mbéinn déanach. Nuair do bhios ctipla céad slat
6g ea}:a on aerodréim ch\}ala. 0s mo chionn, cronén eitealldin. Bhi se go h-ana-lag
mar % gdag ar ghleé na motor agus béiceach na dtiomanuithe a bhi ad iarraidh dul
ar ;fro?sea. D tfhéachas s;ras. Bhi sé cheana 'na h-oidhche. Ni fheachas faic.
: -as geata an aerodréim fé dheire thair thall. Bh{ ¢is briseadh
:::;achc }:(r)n::mﬁedduilr an 'ghérda saighdiviri bhi amlll.1 an};lhuiag;lazf efoglie ag
nea.r.nh ey a'cdu}-) : C mhox: 0s mo chomhair amach agus na céadta soillse ag taith-
e1dtred is go ra.lbh s€ 'na 14 ar }:lm bpairc agus suas go dti cuig troighglﬁ
) : hic chionn sin aris bhi se na h-oidhche cho
‘ahgﬂ;?t l!nelisdat?eghrf?c}:{irc]‘héll)mg mar a bhéadh éan mér anuas an :s};i(c)lhche agus mé
26 taithneamh ar o Dath airgid no dath bin a bhf air cheapfd agus na sol
Nior labbair duine. N gis “In agus rith gach aoine eile ni ba dheine fés annsan-
thiabe A Skt ! dheanfad dearmad ar an neémaint sin go deé des. Do
ag rith ’na threo. ng;ahs ﬁaﬁ dtalamh agus do stad. Bhi dha céad mile daoiné
asta. Do litiigh an sluag o o stop s¢ chuir an sluagh liigh uathbhasach
an eitealldin. Bh{ ard-
ceist air.  Chualas an freagra.

. e liom agus mé ag rith.  Chuir bea
bheilt ag rith. Bhj saighdiiri ti

ann go cinnte,” ar seisean. Leanas do

h aris agus aris g i : L
AT e ng.!;iscans eile. Ritheas ar mo dhichill i dtreo
8% ata
mpal ar

an eitealldn anois agus bhi sé 'a tharrach
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aca i dtreo tighe a bhi ann ? Bhi sé i bhfad uaim acht chonnach an treé 'na rabhadar
ag dul. Chuireas mé fein ar an t-sli rompa. Chuaidh an sluagh tharm mar do bhéad
tonn. Bhi an t-éan iongantach ar dhath an airgid taobh liom i gcionn neémainte
eile. Bhi gach aoinne a chimilt agus 4 mhdla fé mar do molfai rud beé. Chonnach
na focail “‘ Spirit of St. Louis ” ar inneal an eitealldin agus € ag teacht im threo.
Bhi fainne na saighdiuiri briste cheana. D6 chromas sios agus nuair do dhirigheas
mé féin bhios taobh leis an mbothdn 'na raibh Lindberg tar éis eitilte 6 Nua Eabhrach
go Paras na Frainnce. Chuireas mo ldmh air. ‘‘ Mo ghraidn thu,” arsa mise.
Nior fhéadas a thuille do radh.

Sin mar do thainig thar an bhFairrge Mhdir an t-Amadan is mé cli da bhfeaca
an Domhan riamh.




TABLE SHOWING RESULTS OF CHIEF GUERILLA WARs, 1792 TO 1926.

(From Army Qnarterly)

Principal
Date. guef' : Theatre Great Power Guerilla Approx. Result. Causes of result.
leader. nationality. duration.
1792 |Charette] La Vendee, French French 4 years Victory of Enclosure of affected area ; progressive
Brittany Republic Royalists Great Power envelopment of whole country by
strong posts and patrols, diplomatic
measures.
1809 Hofer Tyrol France and Tyrolese 1 year Victory of Superiority of force, limited possibilities
Bavaria Great Power of escape for guerillas, i.e. nature of
country.
1810 Bolivar Venezuela Spain Venezue- 9 years Victory of Eventual exhausion of Great Power.
lans Guerillas Extraneous support for guerillas in
men and money.
1811 Juan Spain France Spaniards 2 years Indecisive Guerillas at first successful; later
Martin merged into Spanish Army and less
effective.
1830 | Abd-el- Algeria France Arabs 15 years Victory of Employment of strong mobile columns.
Kader Great Power
1830 | Schamyl Caucasus Russia Circassians | 29 years Victory of Superiority of force, guerillas finally
Great Power employved artillery and offered objec-
tives to attack.
1848 |Garibaldi Italy France and Italians 12 years Victory of Weak effort by Great Powers.
Austria Guerillas
1895 | Several Cuba Spain Cubans 2 years Victory of Weak effort by Great Power, threat of
Guerillas American intervention, lack of initia-
tive of troops of Great Power.
1900 | de Wet South British Boer 2 years ‘ Victory of | Superiority of force, use of block-house
Africa Empire | Great Power system, ‘‘drives,” mobile columns,
'l ‘ collection of cattle and supplies.
1919 \ Collins \ Ireland Great Celtic Irish \ 2 years \ Indecisive Iack of troops ; lack of military powers.
Britain "

'Qv180-2 uv
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MODERN PROBLEMS OF GUERILLA
WARFARE.

By Masor B, C. Denxive, M.C., R.E.
(By kind permission of The Army Quarterly.)

A T the present time the prospects of great wars are somewhat remote. The
British Empire, however, which controls the destinies of many incorporated
nationalities, must at all times be prepared for outbreaks of violence of the type
known as guerilla warfare, and a study of the problems of this form of warfare as
they stand to-day is not without interest.

Before proceeding to the particular difficulties to which guerilla warfare gives
birth, it is desirable to draw the distinction which exists between this and other
methods of fighting. Guerilla warfare is not easy to define. It has been variously
described as ‘‘ partisan ’ warfare, ‘* rebellion »» and *‘ small war,”’ but these
terms are confusing. A guerilla war is only truly such when the guerillas, or men
of the lesser adversary, are never permanently formed into organized bodies, but
who concentrate for particular operations and disperse equally rapidly on the com-
pletion of those operations. This is certainly the chief characteristic of guerilla
warfare. The question of whether or not the guerillas wear a recognized uniform
is not decisive in establishing the nature of the warfare. Generally speaking, it
may be assumed that uniform will not be worn by guerillas, at any rate when not
pursuing active operations, for otherwise their detection and annihilation would
be inevitable.

There is undoubtedly a tendency to confuse guerilla wars with ** small wars.”’
It may be taken as an axiom that as soon as guerillas form into permanently orga-
nized bodies, the war becomes a ** small war,’”’ and that until they do so, it does
not. Thus, the Boer War started as a “ small war *’ and ended as a guerilla war,
whereas the recent French campaigns in Morocco and Syria have been more in the
nature of * small ’’ than guerilla wars even if the organization of the native-formed
bodies has been a somewhat loose one. On the other hand, the fighting in Ireland
in 1919-1921 bore all the marks of guerilla warfare pure and simple.

In studying the guerilla wars of the past, it is remarkable how little the charac-
teristics of this type of fighting have altered with the passage of time. Thus the
cause of such warfare has inevitably been an actual or imaginary suppression of the
national aspirations of a smaller race by the force of a larger one. Such wars
have always been carried out with the utmost ferocity on both sides. Tactics have
varied only in detail from century to century. Mobility, good intelligence, surprise
and cunning, and the nature of the country have continued to play their part time
after time. What is more—far more s0 than has been possible in the case of
greater wars—with the facts of history available, it has been feasible nearly always
to forecast the inevitable result of guerilla wars. This latter fact being so, it is
remarkable how often one side has embarked on the struggle, knowing well whab
its end was likely to be. While discussing this aspect of the question, it is inte-
resting to go back over the principal guerilla wars of comparatively modern history
and to note the results of these struggles and how such results were obtained.

The ten principal guerilla wars which have taken place since 1792 are summar-
ized in the table at the end of this article. In five of them, the vietory rested with
the Great Power, though in two of them only after a most protracted gtruggle. In
two cases the result was indecisive, and in the remaining three the guerilla forces
were victorious. If the causes which led to these results are examined, it is abun-
dantly clear that where the Great Power had the means and the will to exert itself,
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where it employed the right tactics, unless outside intervention entered as a factor,
it invariably won, and that only where the reverse was the case could the guerillas
hope to win.

Where outside factors, such as the remoteness, or other entanglements, of the
Great Power have come in to balance the scales, at least temporarily, in a guerilla
struggle, the decision has rested to some extent upon the tactics employed by the
combatants. 3

For the Great Power, it has been sound tactics in all cases to employ strong
mobile columns. In confined territories these have worked in conjunction with
fixed lines intended progressively to envelope the disaffected areas.  These
methods were employed by Hoche in La Vendée in 1796, and by Kitchener in
South Africa in 1901-1902. In more extensive or very inaccessible territories, such
as Algiers and the Caucasus, successive envelopment of the whole country has
been impracticable, and results have taken longer to achieve. In such cases it has
been necessary to wait for the guerillas to provide an objective and then to strik
with the nearest mobile column.

Fox" the guel_'illas, the right tactics have consisted in concentrating for the attack
of suitable objectives and dispersing immediately afterwards in order not to give
the r(_egular foz:ces an objective. Where guerillas have so often failed is in nob
adhering to this primary principle.  Success in minor actions has led them 0 3
believe themselves capable of fighting large battles, and attempts to do so have
usuglly' proved disastrous to themselves. This was the case in Spain in 1811,
Aga(.im 1:ltll t?e Caugasus, the Cir(}assians, in the latter part of their long struggle
;?121 ; . rin :&:all)org;::?.ke of acquiring artillery and attempting to fight as perman

It is now for consideration whether the problems of guerilla warfare have

changed, and, if so, whether the principles which i heir solu-
tion ip the Iopg past still hold goog to-dgy, B tolied 0 O

rested outside Power. This Chernment responsible o the intervention of an inte

b 3 I ¢
to the fomenters of guerilla troubgl(;sl? ?;ﬁll)ntely Lt Povers

compel the forces of the Great P. ¥ barbarous acts guerillas can possibly -

of the Great Power, Guerillas hower into reprisals and thereby weaken the casé

paganda, which draws blood UPoivshlen}f;clfé s o cepdu Dol

) front of the Great Power.
forl;‘:;}:ie;\,vsmgz(?bs' bjt, t?e gnérillas of conducting warfare have advanced.
of the soldicrs of the Gret perer L@ V3 to incapacitate, permanently, as mnY
of pin-pricks would P i Was possible, hoping that the accumulation
pricks continues, b ialtlﬁe the Great Power to give way. To-day the policy of P
possible (and to-day every Gra o 1 PFick has changed. - Guerillas aim, where
where expenditure is concy Great Power, except perhaps the U.S.A,, is sensitiv
resources of the GreatcOPI:)S;:::avll-1 ed)'i’l?'t raining the financial rather than the i
the Cuban insurrection of 1895 wixsemetttllmd i Ao said to have been started 48
greatly dependent up P
strategy and tactics u
crop. In this objecti
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had given way to them before the threat of American intervention became real.
This same object underlay the majority of de Wet’s exploits in South Africa, where
the burning of trains, bridges and supplies was a feature of the later guerilla opera-
tions. In Ireland in 1921 the Republicans were pursuing the same ends, and
instructions to that effect were issued to their forces and were being carried out
up to the time of the truce, as the burning of the Customs House, the main Army
M.T. workshops and other Government property in Dublin at the time testify.
This new line of attack may well again be a source of weakness to Great Powers,
where vulnerable and valuable property is readily accessible to the civil popula-
tion, for it is impossible to abandon such property and face the losses that may be
entailed, and at the same time their protection ties up in guards inealculable num-
bers of troops or police.

In addition, the invention of bombs, automatic pistols and high explosive mines
as effective weapons of attack has increased the difficulties of stopping guerilla war-
fare, particularly in large centres of population. These weapons are readily con-
cealed on the person in a crowd or in endless hiding places in a city. They lend
themselves to the first principle of guerilla fighting, the rapid concentration of
armed force for an operation, combined with its equally rapid dispersion upon the
corr pletion of the task.

Against these advantages which guerillas now have, Great Powers have also
certain advanttages compared to former days. The advent of mechanical trans-
port has added greatly to the mobility of troops in most countries, though in Ire-
land it has shown what could be done to reduce this mobility by systematic road
cutting and destruction. The invention of wireless enables news to travel very
quickly, and in future will greatly facilitate the rapid concentric advance of scat-
tered columns when an objective has been located. The increased fire-power of
small arms also enables small detachments to be more effective than was formerly
the case.

On the whole, however, it must be admitted that by modern developments,
guerilla forces have gained more than the forces of Great Powers. This being so,
“t behoves Great Powers to have a clear doctrine as to the action required if and
when a guerilla trouble breaks out. ;

Obviously the first and most effective remedy to be sought by the Great Power
is the removal of the main causes of grievance upon which the insurrection relies
for sustenance. Unfortunately, however, it is not always possible for the Great
Power to meet the desires of the local movement without in some way imperilling
the existence of the Great Power. In such a case, the sooner the Great Power
explains its position quite clearly and firmly defines the policy, to which it must
adhere, the better for all concerned. A vacillating and weak policy is responsible
for much of the trouble experienced by Great Powers in their dependencies.

When it is once decided that only force will meet the case, a definite military
programme is essential, To begin with, the legal status of the Army employed
requires to be defined. A form of semi-military, semi-civil control, as prevailed in
Southern Ireland in 1920-1921, is quite hopeless so far as a solution of the military
problem is concerned. Initially, the position of the military is that of a reserve
to be used in aid to civil powet. As soon as disturbances increase, however, it is
essential that as early as possible the problem of the Army be simplified by the de-
claration of martial law. Until then the G.0.C. is hampered beyond belief and
unable to undertake systematic operations.

The second step is to decide on the course of military action suitable to the
theatre in which the outbreak is taking place. The disaffection may occur in one
of four definite types of country :—(a) in a limited country, i.e., a country bounded
by impassable features such as the sea or high mountains, and more or less gene-
rally traversable, such as Ireland or Cuba; (b) in a country of vast extent, which
is more or less traversable. such as North Africa or South Africa; (c) in a country
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which is not generally traversable, such as the Tyrol or Malabar; or (d) in a thickly
populated country with large cities, such as Dublin or Cairo,

Whatever the type of country, it is certain that a sound policy will be to assume
the offensive at every opportunity and to employ numerous sufficiently strong and
extremely mobile columns, controlled by wireless, and equipped with mechanical
transport. In this connection, it is well to note the necessity for appreciating af
an early stage the magnitude of the task and for supplying the necessary forces,
The historical examples give proof that where there has been a neglect to supply
a superiority of force, failure by the Great Power has followed inevitably.

In addition to the adoption of all means for increasing the mobiilty of the regular
forces, measures should be taken to reduce that of the guerillas. In South Africa
it has been stated that the resistance of the Boers might have been greatly
shortened by the seizure of all horses. In Ireland a restriction was placed upon
the movement of all motor vehicles, and an extension of these restrictions to
bicycles would certainly have affected the mobility of the republicans.

Intelhgel_lce is, if possible, more important in this class of warfare than in any
other. It is usually faced with great difficulties in that the population is often
bitterly hostile and terrorized into the bargain. Military forces are, to begin with,

si) S €Ol » Tequire close policing, A s stem, under police
supervision, of registering and providing with identity cards a)lll able-bodied males
; greatly facilitate subsequent control. All males of
of course detained and interned. In (b), & country

of vast extent, the above procedure may be practicable over limited-and important

entail damage mainly to harmle

in the direction of raids upon- ¥
will lead to captures whi l?on’ i s,
reida; Botarer su:::: esvsvflxlxll point the way o further points to be raided. Such
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peaceful and happy condition of affairs in the country concerned. Consequently,
military measures in particular require to be most carefully thought out, in order
not only to be effective, but also not to leave behind upon the inhabitants impres-
sions which cannot be readily eradicated. Hoche, who, of all the successful leaders
of Government troops employed in the past upon the suppression of guerilla fight-
ing, was probably the most successful, throughout his operations based his orders
upon the necessity of pacifying as well as of subduing the people of Brittany.

In conclusion, it is safe to say that the principles upon which guerilla warfare
should be conducted, whether by the one side or the other, are the same to-day
as ever. The problems to which this form of fighting now gives rise are, however,
different, and up-to-date methods for dealing with them are necessary. From the
point of view of a Great Power, military attention requires to be concentrated
upon the necessity for:—

(i) the early provision of adequate forces; (ii) the early declaration of martial
law; (iii) the organization of Intelligence; (iv) the employment of methods suit-
able to the theatre; and (v) the eventual pacification of the country.

GUERILLA WARFARE IN IRELAND.

The following article on Guerilla Warfare, which appeared in ‘‘ An tOglach *’
in the issue of January, 1920, will be of interest in view of the extract from the
Army Quarterly :—

l T has already been pointed out that the position of the Irish Volunteers has now

come to resemble a native army waging guerilla warfare against a foreign army of
occupation. It is the duty of Volunteers to take this fact seriously to heart, and
to recognise in all their plans, in their methods of training and study, and in their
general outlook, the existence of this state of guerilla warfare and all that it implies.
It is our business to develop those guerilla tactics which we have found most ser-
viceable in dealing with actual conditions in Ireland at present, and to bring them
to the higher pitch of perfection of which they are capable. It is our business to
wage war against the forces of the invaders whenever and however we find it can
be done most effectively. Circumstances have largely determined the training and
tactics of the Irish Volunteers, and we have developed methods of working admir-
ably suited to our present position. When the Volunteer force was established in
1918 it suffered severely from the incubus of the British Army-trained drill ser-
geant, with his barrack square ideas; but subsequent to the outbreak of the great
European War this evil began to disappear. The Volunteers began to develop a
system of training of their own, based on a recognition of the actual facts in Ire-
land, and the kind of warfare they would have to wage when the time came for
taking the field. The value of these methods of training was demonstrated tri-
umphantly in Easter Week, 1916. The close of that brief but glorious campaign
brought about certain changes in the position of the Irish Volunteers. They had
to encounter obstacles in their work which had not previously existed, and they
had to devise new means of meeting these difficulties. The result has been striking.
The Army of the Irish Republic is now more numerous, better organised, armed
and equipped than ever before; and the men throughout the country have answered
splendidly to the calls made upon their courage and endurance. The most daring
and difficult feats have been carried out triumphantly by them, and the words
‘“ Irish Volunteers '’ have come to be regarded by the people of Ireland as a
symbol of efficiency.

It is an axiom of warfare that one must reserve one’s strength in order to strike
when and where one is able to do so most effectively. A force greatly inferior to
the enemy in numbers, armament, and equipment may strike very heavy blows
against their enemy and ultimately render his position in the country untenable
by the adoption of guerilla tactics.
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Prior to the last great European War, for practically a hundred years (exclud-
ing the ‘“ muddling through ’ of the Crimean War) English soldiers were never
called upon to face any enemies save such as were greatly inferior to them in
organisation, armament, equipment and resources. Consequently, a great deal
of British military studies was concerned with the tactics and strategy of what
they termed ‘‘ small wars.”’” Books were written to instruct British officers in
the art of crushing ill-armed troops, devoid of the equipment and resources of
modern ‘armies, -Of all the forms of *‘ small wars,’’ that most dreaded by Im-
perialist armies of conquest is a prolonged guerilla warfare in which they are
unable to obtain a moment’s security nor gain any opportunity of effectively
crushing their ubiquitous foe. Particularly do they dread the adoption of well-
organised guerilla tactics by a civilised foe of keen intelligence and courage. Sur-
prises, ambushes, raids on their fortified positions, sniping at their stragglers,
captures of their arms and equipment, interruption of their communications, in-
terference with their intelligence, are to be apprehended by them daily; and their
forces are driven more and more into the position of invested garrisons in the
midst of a hostile country, afraid to venture from their strongholds except in
fm:ce, living in a state of perpetual apprehension. That such a state of affairs
exists to a great extent in Ireland at present is obvious to all; and it is the business
of the Irish Volunteers to see that it continues, grows more intense and more
menacing to the invader.

The histories of former fights for freedom in other lands when guerilla tactics
:)vere re:i?lrted t;)f are full of lessons for the Irish Volunteers. The Tyrolese peasants,
by guerilla warfare, were able to baffle and even to inflict crushing defeats on the

est troops of the great Napoleon. A British War Office publication points out
that rgsolute, .well-armed patr'iots ” are most formidable in guerilla. warfare,
and particularly in the work of raids and surprises. In some respects the methods
resorted to in Ireland are something similar to those employed by the Cuban
mmsurgents with such sucecess for years against Spanish forces numerically far
stronger and much better armed and equipped. But it b ked hyt
other body of troops who waged guerill rlas L e asied B

Tl sed guerilla warfare against an invader had anything

C ) efficiency is the business of ember
of the Republican Army. There is one branchyof service in wsh?che::!;y pg;sess a

great superiority over the enemy—intelli i i i
t " the 1 gence. It is a depart hich
guf?:i]ia t'.tiol?ps‘,l operating in their own country, amid a friendly I;:)pgll::;lig!; na;ain“
ooy ng: onv:v he;r,hwﬂl always have an immense advantage. It is a vital service,
ich our strength largely depends. No effort should be spared to

make this department of i i i
volunteer should co-operateO‘il; :ﬁ(i:k as, efficient as possible. Every individual

: . s work, both during hi i .

fnn:clili;fehozfdo'f tlenzt_:re. No information bearinggon Stl}:aousl;egfgt?tlzssgﬁrrzz:
st bl;y eolleci‘:d en mtl:;v, l?if the enemy should be neglected.  Full information
b Sty 1;: i Sc;;r(;f: m&d :pachinery in each locality, so that any
which he operates against us can b oectively countered and the machinery by

rences have showe Bt Vollmteerse njured in its most vital parts. Recent occur-
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An Incident of the Anglo-Irish War.
BY

CAPTAIN E. O'BAOIGHILL.

OSSAN Point, a wild bleak headland on the north-west coast of Tirchonaill
rises 400 feet above sea-level. It commands an unbroken view from Arranmore
Island to Erris Head, Sligo Channel being thus exposed in its full extent.

In pre-war days there was a Coastguard Station (manned by a Chief Boatman
and four Coastguards) at Malinmore, where the headland slopes down to sea-level.
Ten miles further south along the circling bay stood Teelin with a similar Station.
On the outbreak of the World War the garrison of Malinmore was increased by
eight—all expert naval signalers,—and a Signal Station was built on Rossan Point.
This latter station was equipped with a flag staff 84 feet high, and a signal-mast
forty feet in height provided with three high arms. Malinmore and Rossan now
received the official designation ‘ Glen Bay.” The Signal Station was constantly
occupied by four men detailed from Malinmore—three quarters of a mile distant.
Needless to say, when the Volunteer Organization established itself in the district,
the official Glen Bay was an object of unobtrusive interest to the local Volunteers,
and every movement of its daily life was thoroughly known.

All through the World War the British Admiralty was adding to, altering, and
improving the Signal Station. The surroundings of the latter were harmless-looking
enough until the Winter of 1919 when a wall of earth five feet in height and a barbed-
wire fence external to this were erected on its three open sides—(the fourth side
being a sea-cliff 400 feet in depth)—and entrance to the Station under any pretext
whatsoever was rigidly forbidden °civilians.” The Volunteer Brigade decided to
enter in a military capacity, and an attack with the co-operation of a Flying Column
was arranged for the 27th June, 1920, the object being to secure arms and ammunition
and destroy the post. The moral effect of failure would be disastrous ; success
must be assured. Hence the Flying Column. We could only await the 27th June.

It is unnecessary to point out that the system of Intelligence of the I.LR.A. was
as near perfection as it was possible to bring it. On the night of the 8th June, there
came a knock to my door at 11.40 p.m. (I held a position of responsibility in the local
Battalion)—and a member of the local Company was admitted. He announced
that he had just learned that a boat was to land at Teelin on the following day with
Marine reinforcements and additional warlike stores for the garrisons of Teelin and
Glen Bay. I did not question the accuracy of his information ; it came from an
impeccable source. The details suggested reinforcements on such a scale that it
looked as if a successful attack on the 27th June could not materialize. I might
add that Destroyer D.F. 60 had been hovering round for some days. Evidently
British Intelligence was functioning well. b 5 it

An emergency does not permit of delay in arriving at a decision. ~We at once
summoned the other Volunteers in the immediate neighbourhood—two in number
(the nearest of the remainder being three miles away) and a plan of action
was arranged. . ;

It was a rather dark night and a high wind was blowxpg-—when we set out armed
with a shot-gun and a revolver of ancient pattern. A third Volunteer armed himself
with a bundle of hay from a rick which we deliberately met on the way. Hay on a
windy night could do harm to a wooden structure even if we failed to force an
entrance. Petrol was a relatively rare commodity in that rural district—but petro-
leum takes the place of gas and electricity for domestic purposes. The hay-bearer
expressed anxiety about the absence of paraffin, but was reassured by the reply
that the British Government would provide the paraffin. Because of the weirdness
and suppressed excitement of the moment I may be forgiven if I mention that the
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burden of hay on his back and his request for inflammable liquid involuntarily called
up a vision of Abraham and Isaac. Within a quarter of a mile of our objective we were
close to a pathway that ran between Rossan and Malinmore Station and heavy
footsteps coming from above compelled us to lie flat in the short heather. We recog-
nised the man—one of the four who was on night-watch in the Signal Station and

Wwas presumably going down to report to the Coast-guard Station that all was well
above, and to spend some time with his colleague below. That simplified matters.
We pushed on. The barbed-wire gate presented no difficulty. The garrison was
apparently not expecting visitors. One Volunteer was now sent down the path in
the wake of the watchman, to give warning of his premature emergence, or of any
unusual activity in the lower Station. The gate in the bank of earth was more diffi-
cult to negotiate, being secured by top and bottom bolts. The second Volunteer

was stationed at that gate with the shot-gun to cover the retreat of the other two
in case of emergency.

When we two advanced in
path was very circuitous and that the rem
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COCK-FIGHTING.

THE majority of the public derive their impression of cock-fighting from Press
reports in which this alleged pastime is portrayed as a fugitive from justice,
and is by suggestion painted as a degrading, debased and brutalizing practice of
the rabble. In case the fact that I have attended such functions may not of itself
suffice to clear the devotees of the sport from the stigma of this appellation I
refer to one occasion on which the unwelcome attentions of the Constabulary
were so persistent that my Lord—wearied of being harried from one Police
District to another changed the venue to his drawingroom. This latter, well
provided with windows on three sides, formed when cleared of furniture, an
excellent arena, whilst the spectators were amply accommodated with an un-
interrupted ringside view from the terrace. The sport is not by any means a
plebeian monopoly. :

As regards ‘* cruelty "’—the contests are arranged with meticulous care accord-
ing to a very strict, well-recognised procedure—with ring, seconds for the birds,
due regard for weights, ete. The rounds are like the round of the old bare-
knuckle prize-fights—being determined by a knock-down or a clinch rather than
by the clock. If a bird refuses to leave its corner the fight is awarded to its
opponent; there is no question of unwilling birds being forced to fight, any more
than there is of a dissenting dog being compelled to draw a badger. Nor are the
artificial spurs by any means very lethal weapons; the wiles of defence are too
well known and practised by the participants. Nature after all is red in tooth
and claw, and at certain times in the leafy lanes we see two cock-robins engaged
in a life and death struggle. Cock-fighting merely affords an opportunity of test-
ing what is best in gallinaceous blood—on the same lines as Nature carries out her
own selection tests.

There is no basis of truth in the couplet:—

The game-cock clip’d and armed for fight
Does the rising sun affright, j
beyond the fact that such contests usually take place at dawn and that birds are
prepared as described.

Like badger-baiting and other sports that sound cruel, it discovers what is best
in the species by availing of its natural instinct. Certainly the cruelty is not
comparable to that of the annual slaughter, under legal auspices, of thousands
of half-domesticated pheasants, or the *“ playing "’ of a salmon for hours with a
hook in his jaw, until the time is ripe for the lingering coup-de-grice of the gaff.
Of course a person who believes in the transmigration of souls could not be ex-
pected to become a patron of cock-fighting.

In pre-war days the period coinciding with Summer Assizes and the 12th July
celebrations in Ulster made unusual demand on the time and personnel of the
police, and this was the cock-fighters’ holiday. Many citizens, unmindful of
the pomp and majesty of the law holding sessions in the assize towns, and of
the glories of the Boyne that were being drummed elsewhere, sought to indulge
their pastime in remote places on mountain or island. But they were not always
undisturbed. The ubiquitous R.I.C. men often came to spoil sport—but were
usually content to see the lawbreakers clear the borders of their police district.
Sometimes the retreat into a neighbouring district brought them up against an-
other posse who hung on their flanks till that district was cleared, etc. On one
oceasion a series of fights staged for the Limerick-Cork border was so unfortunate
in this respect that the engagements were finally decided at Holyhead.

During the British occupation the attention paid to cock-fighting was based
not so much on consideration for animals as on desire to prevent assemblies at
times and places where the other possible activities of the crowd would not be
subject to police observation. Indeed after one of the last cock-fights (during
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the World War) at which the police irtervened—members attending were sume
moned under the “ Whiteboy Act * for ** arising by night, &e.,”’ but ultimately
a nolle prosequi was entered. :
I accompanied an old doctor to the venue in this case, a well-known meeting
place in a Leinster county. As we turned in the gate from the main road in the
- grey summer dawn, my companion was saluted by the local R.1.C. Sergeant who
peered into our faces with the remark: ‘““ I am sorry to see you here, sir,”’ fol-
lowed by the retort courteous: *“ Not as sorry as I am to see you.” Respect for
British law in the country was then at g very low ebb—but the Sergeant was
apparently a courageous man and imbued with a high sense of duty, for the next
thing we saw was the said Sergeant with a constable enter the sacred ring just
as the birds were ready, and harangue the crowd on the enormity of their offence
In violating the law ag embodied in Vie, x. ¥- Cap. z. Lo! the voice of Ulster
and the head of a Belia.stm.an thrust between the Sergeant’s knees—and his'

mie to begin the avian hostilities,
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THE SHANNON SCHEME.

ITS ORIGIN AND CONSTRUCTION AND SOME POINTS REGARDING ITS
MILITARY ARPECT.

By J. J. ComErroRrD, B.Sc., M.Sc., AM.I.C.E.I, Comdt., A.C.E.

IN Ireland, a country which has, owing to its location, latitude, and various other
climatic conditions, more than its just share of rainfall, and as a direct conse-
quence, of rivers, it is only natural that the development of the water-power re-
sources of the country should be one of the principal problems that a home govern-
ment would be expected to deal with. Up to the year 1920, though several pri-
vate investigations had been conducted by individuals, nothing of an official nature
had resulted. The first Déil, in 1919-20, appointed a Commission to enquire into
the resources of the country, and among the points dealt with was water-power.
According to the findings of this Commission, there was available 169,040 effective
h.p., which could be developed from the rivers and lakes throughout the country,
and that of this 45,000 effective h.p. were available from the Shannon. These
figures, however, dealt with the minimum flow of the rivers, and were taken from
observations supplied by Mr. J. Chaloner Smith, of the Office of Public Works,
which observations extended over a period of 25 years. The figures do not take
into account the provision of storage capacity, nor any schemes of great magni-
tude to increase this storage and provide artificial high-level canals for power
purposes. A Report published by the Board of Trade in 1921 gave the total maxi-
mum available horse-power which could be developed from the rivers of the country
as 500,000, the monetary value of this asset being estimated at £10,000,000 per
annum. This report recommended a Shannon Development of 65,000 h.p. at an
approximate figure of £3,000,000—the electricity to be generated by means of four
stations situate between Killaloe and Limerick.

Tn 1921-23 some of the more prominent Irish engineers concentrated on a scheme
of development in connection with the River Liffey, it being proposed to provide
large storage capacity and utilise the Falls in the Poulaphouca area to develop
electric power for Dublin and the cities and towns on the East Coast. This scheme
was estimated to cost between 13 and 2 millions, and was put forward to the
Government for approval. The Government, however, while agreeing that the
Liffey scheme had much to recommend it, took the broader view that if possible a
scheme should be put in hands which would be of sufficient magnitude to provide,
in the first instance, sufficient electric power for the present needs of the whole
country and its anticipated needs in the near future, and further be capable of
expansion at a later date to cope, if necessary, with the increased industrial de-
velopment that would be the outcome of the project in the first instance.

It was, of course, obvious that the only river in the country that, from the point
of view of size alone, could be expected to provide this power, was the Shannon.
Accordingly, the Government, in 1924, appointed a colnmittee of four Continental
engineers who were considered experts in the work, to report upon the possibilities
of the Shannon River as a source of electric power, and, soon after, a scheme for
the hydro electric development of the River Shannon was presented to the Govern-
ment and approved by the Diil, the contract for the work being given to the famous
German firm of electrical and mechanical engineers—Messrs Siemens-Schuckert-
werke. The report of the experts divided the development into two headings—(a)
the partial development to provide 90,000 h.p., which is considered ample for the
present needs of the country, and its needs in the immediate future; and (b) the
full development, providing a further 90,000 h.p. to meet further requirements, or
a total power output of 180,000 h.p. It is the contract for the partial develop-
ment that is now proceeding—the work on which has come to be commonly called
*‘ The Shannon Scheme.”’
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Some idea of the amount of power proposed to be generated even in the partial
development may be gathered by comparison with the lighting station at the Cur-
ragh Camp, a place with which, no doubt, all ranks of the Army are now familiar.
This station, though small, is one of the most modern and up-to-date in this
country, and on an average load generates sufficient electricity to supply the needs
of a population of 4,000. The central power station in the partial Shannon de-
velopment will generate about 500 times this amount, or sufficient for a popula-
tion of 2,000,000. The figures given cover not only the needs from the point of
view of light alone, but industrial needs as well. A great many people look on
the Shannon Scheme merely as a means of providing cheap electric light. This
aspect was, and very properly so, only a very secondary. one from the point of
view of the promoters. The main need in this country is a cheap source of power
and it was to meet this need that the harnessing of the Shannon was proceeded
with. It is well to point outalso that even in the home electricity may be adapted
to many other needs than that of merely lighting the house. Heating, cooking,
and power for various other domestic work can be supplied by electric current, and
there are now on the market a number of reliable labour-saving electric devices
which can all be used to assist the housewife.

The actual work on the Scheme itself may be divided into two heads—(a) Civil
construction work to provide the powerhouse, with its necessary adjuncts; (b)
Erection of transmission lines. The civil construction work under (a) consisted
of the provision of intake works to draw the water from the Shannon about three
miles S. of Killaloe (see map Fig. 1), the construction of a power canal approxi-
mately 74 miles long to bring the water to the powerhouse, the erection of the
powerhouse proper at the village of Ardnacrusha, and the excavation of a tailrace—
a canal to take the water, after it had been utilised for development purposes, back
into the river at Parteen, about 2 miles N. of Limerick. The contractors—Messrs.
Siemensschuckertwerke—sublet the civil engineering portion of their contract to
their sister firm of Siemens Bauunion—these two firms, together with the firm of
Siemens & Halske, who deal with telegraphs, telephones, and wireless, ete., con-
stituting one of the largest and most complete engineering organisations in the
world. It is interesting to note in passing that the firm of Siemens Bauunion have
just completed a hydro-electric scheme for the supply of power to the city of Tiflis,
the capital of the State of Georgia, in the Caucasus, one of the new states which
have come into being as a result of the upheavals consequent on the World War.
This scheme was smaller than that on the Shannon, only 18,000 h.p. being de-
veloped, but its essential features were very similar; the same methods of con-
struction were adopted by the contractors, and the work has been completed—the
power being now in daily use—to the satisfaction of the government and people
of the country concerned.

The contractors commenced work in the Autumn of 1925, and before dealing
with the actual progress of the work, it is as well to point out what the undertaking
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entailed. Most of the falls on the River Shannon are located in the Castleconnell
area, and the scheme as now being executed makes all the use possible of the differ-
ence in level. The fall of the river between Lough Derg and Limerick amounts
to 100 feet, and the works have been so designed that this whole fall of 100 feet
will be available at the powerhouse at Ardnacrusha. In order to do this, it has
been necessary to raise embankments along the greater part of the power or head-
race canal, to excavate the bottom of this canal, to make a great excavation on the
site of the powerhouse itself, to provide the 100-foot fall already mentioned, and to
further excavate for the tailrace. Most of the excavation at the powerhouse site,
and in the tailrace, has meant blasting through solid rock. When speaking of the
head and tail race canals, it is necessary to point out that this ** canal *’ is actually
larger than the River Liffey at 0’Connell Bridge, as the cross-section (Fig. 2) shows.
The immensity of the work can easily be gauged from this comparison. This por-
tion of the work, which is now well under way, presented possibly the greatest
problems to the contractors, and on it to a large extent the successful completion
of the structures which are to be erected later depends. The moving of such huge
masses of earth, 10,000,000 cubic yards in all, and the blasting, breaking up and
subsequent removal of 1,300,000 cubic yards of rock made it obvious that unless
mechanical power were used as far as possible, the contract would never be com-
pleted within the period of nearly four years allotted. Mechanicalization has been
adopted everywhere throughout the work, man-power being only used where
machines would not be economic. Without going into a maze of technical data, it
would not be possible to describe the various machines in use—the illustration of
the multiple bucket excavator reproduced herewith (Fig. 8) will give some idea of
what mechanical power on a project of this nature means. Beyond it may be
seen a bank-building machine, of which a rough diagramatic section is shown in
Fig. 4, and this is worthy of special notice in that it was specially designed and
constructed for work on the Shannon, and has been found extremely successful.
A photograph of the actual machine at work is shown in Fig. 5. The principle on
which the machine works is clearly shown in the diagram. The greater number
of these huge machines are worked by electric power which is supplied from a
central temporary power station near the main powerhouse site at Ardnacrusha.
Though called a temporary power station, this is in reality a first-class modern
electric powerhouse, developing a total of 4,500 h.p., and consisting of seven four-
cylinder and two two-cylinder Diesel engines. The thoroughness of the construc-
tion of this building, and the splendid machines which have been installed may be
considered as typical of the spirit which permeates the entire undertaking.
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From supply trench Fixed boom ek ‘\.bo/t.

with conveyor belt. .-

e R Lt

DIAGRAM OF BANK-BUILDING MACHINE.
Fig. IV.
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In order to enable repairs to be carried out expeditiously, the contractors have
also erected a machine shop, which is filled with practically every kind of modern
cutting and fitting machinery, and is capable of undertaking repairs to any and
ali of the huge machines on the works, and even the actual manufacture of spare
parts. This shop alone employs 110 men. In addition, there is a carpentry work-
shop, a toolmaker’s shop, a foundry, and a large stores. Even the oxygen which
is used in the oxyacetyline welding processes on the works is made at Ardna-
crusha, a special plant being installed for this purPose. A modern laboratory in

which tests of all the various materials used in the construction are carried out,
is also a feature.

While electrical power from the central power station has been made use of as far
as possible, most of the large excavators in use in the tail-race are steam driven.
They move on caterpillars and can take up 2% cubic yards (about 4 tons
at each shovelful. The rock is blasted usually thre
drilled by electric-driven rope drills, compressed

) of rock
e times daily, the holes being
air drills being also used. The

Fig. 5.—Photo of Bank

-building Machine.

rock is loaded on traing by the ste;
of which two are installed
6). These plants break and grade the
crete aggregate. The locomotives—of wh;

used to pull the wagon trains o
were noticed on a recent visit.

of about 7 tons, are In use removip
. . 3y o o 7
rails whlch can be taken up and relari,d I?aéllfidindb
by a special tmck-shifting machine, .
e :x é’.sgé‘g{?:]t '?lfx :;l:gem‘:%?ﬁ'ggebzs the h_(sidro electric development of the Shannon,
b » oused as near ¢, i g
;1218' Hencg the contractors erected camps at the v:rit}:;es . Of' . - tp o:
ur camps in all have been erected—the main more important centres.

camp at Ardnacrusha and smaller
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Fig. 6,—Crushing Plant.
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camps at Cloonlara, O’Brien’s Bridge and the intake works. To be quite cor-
rect, that at O’Brien’s Bridge is not a camp, an old disused mill being reconverted
and providing complete accommodation for 180 men. It has even got central
heating. The main camp at Ardnacrusha is well worth a visit. It consists of two
separate camps on either side of one of the main approach roads to the works—the
camp for the Irish workers, with accommodation for about 750, being on one side,
quarters for about 200 German workers being at the other. These camps, besides
giving sleeping and living accommodation to the workers, are provided with can-
teens, recreation rooms, dining rooms, bath-houses, fumigators, lavatories, fire-
tighting appliances, ete. ; married quarters for some of the German employees are
also provided. = Mass is celebrated in the camp on Sundays and Holidays,
and a special first-aid station and hospital are installed, a resident medical officer
being employed by the contractors. Considering the fact that an average of 2,000
workmen are employed continuously, the number of fatal accidents, less than
twelve in all, is extremely low. The sanitation and lay-out of the camps cer-
tainly leave nothing to be desired, and adequate recreation and athletic grounds
are provided—the ‘‘ Shannon Schemers ’ hurling and football clubs being now well
established. In addition, the contractors have provided a ’bus service for their
employees—this service covering practically the whole length of the works, and
plying between Limerick and O’Brien’s Bridge. In all, upwards of 2,000 workmen
are employed, about 1,500 of these being accommodated on the building sites.
Apart from all the excavation work already outlined, the contract will involve
the placing of 200,000 cubic yards of concrete. and this portion of the work—while
not yet very far ad_vancgd—has up to the present given the most interesting pro-
blems from an engineering and also from a spectacular viewpoint. The principal
concrete stx_‘uctureg In the finished scheme will, of course, be the huge powerhouse
}tsglf with its auxiliary buildings, and the weir across the Shannon at the intake.
I,‘hll? W](zll' will raise the river level at this point to that of Lough Derg, and further
embankments as shown in the dotted lines on Fig. 1 will be necessary here. The
lSldeihO{) i;he head-race canal will themselves be concreted throughout its entire
ength between high and low-water level—this being necessary to prevent erosion;

_canal will be rendered with stone pitching, and
tl; smll) and sown with grass seeds.

: 1 eptember, 1925, the pr 5
f;?:?tc:lrfp;ap;% Ap:éu':.from 1;hf]e1 I;Irovision of all thg t%%;;s:rfg; gﬁ?ﬁizgzh 1.;?1:
¢ : wer station, workshops, offices, ete. y :
execution of the work, the progress onpthe perman:n(; ’sclltztrzr‘izs?sr }notv: :x}r]: %ﬁgg
apparent. As already stated, the excavation of the powerhouse site is nOry com-
pi:‘a.ted’,7 anl(gi the concrete 'foundations for the permanent structure are beiv;g laid
é -tlogxi li)ﬂ'; ;);chiatttlﬁe 3v<;1r and powerhou sites, huge cable cranes capable of a
Lon dre rlxls a be or placing the conerete and for excavation work. The
tionpfor r{he am has been completed at the weir, and excavation to get a founda-
e pefn_nia‘nent structures is now proceeding. The subsidiary concrete
bl br%o airly well advanced. the most noticeable at the moment being the
S éege t;aczoss gle head-race at Blackwater. This is a three-span bridge
crete constmctionl.) ,I?is rlfg);e::;%sozh:hgl?:vmtgdem plri'ctice i e
e : ; 1 ¢ Y to ecompletion. =
:D:::;n (lz)oel:-sg;ti;gw I:-L%dl“tlllle subsidiary operations furgherl(i);llvol\ées t(ifgl rlx);l:ifgn of
two across the head~raze(sa1$V gngoa:f:iggsatl;ﬁ; ?51 Ste g lhreo further bt
:xgsg,i;l: gff :he llirugge across the tail-race, are i;aizndﬁu %I;e:zggrks, tvl?th ?;z
g ;r_xéﬁe 5113 ;eams whlch.cross the line of -the power 1 101111’ erfe irl

ackwater River. Tt wa N ks b e
posal of the flow of these streams, and beon dealy wegy rouge for the dis

of a number of syphons under the can 16 has been dealt with by the construction
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now completed, and the canal banks actually constructed above. The head-race
or power canal has been completed for over half its total length, the stone pitching
being now placed in position, and the excavation of the tai-race in solid rock is also
well advanced. The permanent machinery, turbines, ete., is now arriving on the
site from Germany, -and some of it will, it is expected, be installed by the Spring
of 1928. ‘

Tt 1s not generally known that apart from the fact of its use for generating electrie
power, it is intended tc use the canal for navigation purposes. As already pointed
out, it will be larger than the Liffey at Dublin (the Liffey at O’Connell Bridge is
approximately 150 feet wide—the normal width of the power canal will be:220 feet),
and hence fairly large steam boats will be able to pass through it. For this pur-
pose the scheme provides for a number of navigation locks—chiefly, of course, at
the powerhouse sites. At the moment, the falls at Castleconnell and Doonass are
circumvented by a small canal, similar to the other canals throughout the country,
and this, of course, means that ¢nly ordinary canal boats can navigate the Shan-
non aboye Limerick, so far as through water-borne traffic is concerned. When the
scheme is completed, small steam boats, of the usual type used in coastal trading,
wxll. be able to proceed as far as Athlone, and the numerous advantages of this can
easily be realised, especially taking into aceount the fact that a great portion of
the factories and large consumers of electricity will, it is hoped, be located in this
area.

The erection of the transmission lines throughout the country is proceeding ver
rapidly, the ** Shannon Scheme Poles,”” as thgey are common?;’ call)led,ebeingg noz
aof.gil;lxlllzafl’tilglzt- The _contrs}zlctors have concentrated on completing the Eastern
B ocson Dot B soleme s owingtoth fat tha 1 i proposed tous
Waterford City. The scope of tilis rti lsupp y Sor the i lighting 1nsta'llatlon -

article does not permit of any elaboration of the

erection of the transmission system, but it is h ith it i
article when the work is more yadvanced. N i o sl

Although the location chosen for the P
was, of course, completely governed by
siders the military aspect in detail and re
inherent in the site as chosen, the only co
location is the best available. Tt is hard]

owerhous_e site in the completed scheme
the engineering aspect, when one con-
ahsel_; the tactical and other advantages
nelusion which can be drawn is that this
Yy necessary to point out to the personnel

. . I at campai f i i
Igtreg;mg iy ultimately fallen back on Eimg:rsi}c]sigc%z lll:ltfi}rlrllit(;oﬁ:;yb’stﬂ:;
Lin '1nnon-Athlone line of defence. ~The reason for this is obvious. in tha
d.1me1-1c , no matter from what side approached by an invadin - s
ifficult problem. From the sea, and in the g army, ofiers a very

; ; . are—rapidly undulati ;

L‘;gech:;:r tﬁ ﬂald_vangmfg tr;ops. In the north-east the lglgie(;?%tﬁrgﬁfdﬁtm
in Ahid aea o til?; linft fe:hout to the east, the impassable Bog of Allen, and
south-east ’perh’a s, th i e S annon itself offer g natural obstacle T’o the
ares wi Bnd & vep 2 gosdcgumfry s somewhat open, though lower down in this
the south and sotl;{h-west :ll;l: ei(:,n g Galtees and their associated ranges. On
barrier. Hence, it can be seen that withoz}!::m offer a practically impregnable

ssibl :
rick _by an invaﬁg arfnixceptlon of the south-east,
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River, it is closed from the south-east—the side on which the city is most liable
to attack. Moreover, it is situated on an eminence which overlooks and controls
the country, both to the north in Clare and south in Limerick, though this dis-
advantage is to some extent counteracted by the fact that it is thus rendered a
target for long-range gun-fire. The topographical and strategic conditions to a
iarge extent minimise the danger of an attack from either land or sea, and it will
be seen that such conditions must also have a bearing on attacks from the air. If
an air attack is launched anywhere on the land side, the base will have to be in
friendly and accessible territory, and owing to the difficulties of terrain already
mentioned will necessarily be a good distance from the objective, necessitating an
air journey of some hours for, say, a heavy bombing plan, with consequent in-
creased danger of forced landings. It will, further, give time to the protective
fc1ce to arrange smoke screens and launch counter-attacks, as well as preparing
anti-aircraft guns for action. From the sea, of course, the distance is not so
great, provided enemy aircraft-carrying ships could come close in. If, however,
rroper advanced listening posts are used in conjunction with aircraft for counter-
attacks, as well as anti-aircraft guns and defences, the protection of the works
will be adequately met.

In the event of war or other disturbance, the military protection of the com
pleted project at once assumes an importance of the first magnitude. Providing
as it will both power and light for the whole country, its destruction would, apart
from the actual damage caused, entail huge consequential loss, and inconvenience
to the civil population. Hence the authorities have already taken steps’ to ensure
its protection. A fairly large barracks will be built at Ardnacrusha, with accom-
modation for approximately a battalion—this barracks controlling, protecting and
overlooking the vital powerhouse, with its subsidiary buildings, as well as the tail-
race and portion of the head-race. In addition to this, a military post will be
located at the intake works to protect the weir, embankments and intake buildings-
The designs for most of these works have now been completed, and it is hoped
that their construction will be in hands in time to enable their completion to
¢ynchronise with the completion of the scheme. At the moment one defence post
is already in existence—a strong guard being posted on the explosives stores at
Doonass House. The guard is located in a hutment camp on a site convenient to
the magazine—the camp being complete in all respects. This camp was erected
last winter by the Southern Command Company of the Army Corps of Engineers,
and considering the difficulties involved, owing to climatic conditions and the in-
accessibility of the site, the erection and fittng-up of the buldings reflect credit
on all concerned. The question of defence against aircraft—probably the most
important aspect of the defence of the scheme—is, of course, receiving full con-
sideration. . :

The question of the adaption of electricity to_t.l!e purposes of defence is one that
is at the moment only in its infancy, and is, it is understood, the subject of ex-
haustive research in other countries. It is not too much to hope, however, that
the time will come when electricity can be made to take, to a certain extent, the
place of explosives for propulsion of shells, ete., and if this could be achlgved, the
problem of our coastal defence would to a large extent solve itself. Of its many
uses in time of war, as a source of power for the production of munitions, and
means of transit, it is unnecessary to treat in any detail.

Enough, however, has, it is hoped, been said to show that both from the pro-
fessional point of view and that of utility and afdaptatnon. the hydro electric de-
velopment of the Shannon has many aspects of interest for the soldier, and more
particularly for the Officer. The cost of the partial development, when com-
pleted, will amount to upwards of £5,000,000, and the full development 98.'000.000.
These figures may seem very large, but it is only a matter of comparative mag-
nitude; one scheme in Canada, which was recently completed—the Queenston-
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Chippawa Development of the St. Lawrence—costing 100,000,000 dollars, or
£20,000,000, and this is only one of the huge schemes in operation in that country.
It is proposed in the near future to spend about £7,000,000 on the production of
electric power from the Severn in England, and the following figures give the
approximate totals expended to date in hydro-electric schemes in other countries,
as well as the horse-power generated : —

H.P.
Canada ... ... £70,000,000 ... 1,200,000
Germany ... £12,000,000 ... 400,000
New Zealand ... S B 85900,000 ¢ ... 113,000
U.B A o ... £200,000,000 - ... 80,000,000 (up to 1925).

In addition, the New Zealand Government propose to inaugurate schemes giving
a further 270,000 h.p. at a cost of about £12,000,000 in the near future.

These figures go a far way to show the wisdom of the Trish Government in pro-
ceedmg.\mth a scheme of such magnitude, and further, do away with a popular
conception that on account of its very size alone the scheme is foredoomed to
failure. It is generally admitted by all engineers of standing that the proposal is
quite feasible, and a visit to the works, where the huge organisation of the con-
tractors and the competent supervision of the Government ‘engineers are at once
apparent, will immediately dispel any further doubts that may be entertained.

The photograp}}s used to illustrate this article have been furnished by Mr. J. K.
Prendergast, Resident Government Engineer, and the diagrams are also based on
data furnished by him. The best thanks of the author are due to Mr. Prendergast
and his staff, and also to Dr. McLaughlin and the staff of Messrs. Siemens-

Sch 6 . e ; P
4 :epl:;];i{otn(.heland) Ltd., for the valuable assistance given in connection with its
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF
THE DEVELOPMENT OF WIRELESS

By Masor ArcHER, O/C. Army Signal Corps.

THE universal appeal of wireless is probably unique in the history of scientific
discovery. To the physicist and engineer it has opened up an unlimited field of
research and development, to the business man fresh opportunities for financial
development and possibilities of world-wide communication, to the scientific
amateur a new and comparatively cheap plaything, to the public at large an
additional means of amusement, to the soldier new methods of intercommunica-
tion and consequential problems. It primarily gripped popular imagination by
the romance and human interest attaching to its application to the safety of life
at sea, as exemplified in the saving of the passengers of the s.s. Republic sunk off
the cost of the U.S. in 1909, the saving of 700 lives when the Titanic was sunk
in mid-Atlantic in 1912, and in the following year when ten vessels rushed to the
assistance of the burning liner s.s. Volturno and saved the lives of 521 passengers.
The period of the Great War, whilst causing a very rapid development in wire-
less, necessarily restricted the activities of the ** Man in the Street,” and it was
not until the removal of war-time restrictions and the incorporation of the British
Broadeasting Company (1922) that popular interest revived. In view of the im-
portance of wireless as a means of communication to military organisations, it
is felt that a brief historical survey of its development will be of interest.

It should be understood that wireless is not the invention of any one man. In
its present form it is the product of the investigations of numerous physicists,
mathematicians and engineers. It would be tedious to recount even briefly the
numerous discoveries which have combined to produce the modern wireless in-
strument. In the following pages an effort will be made to give a coherent account
of the main discoveries which have influenced the evolution of wireless apparatus.

The first experiments in an effort to communicate from one point to another
without the use of connecting wires, made use of the earth or of water as a con-
ducting medium. Considerable success was attained, but it was found that the cost
of power to cover any useful distance was prohibitive. Little practical use was made
of investigations of this nature until the development of the wireless valve during
the European War. Owing to the adaptability of the valve for use as a means of
amplifying weak signals, the problem of high power for this purpose was over-
come, and resulted in the development of what is commonly called ** ground
wireless.”” This depends for its functions on the utilisation of the discovery of the
““ Farth Return ’ by Steinheil, of Munich, in connection with telegraph circuits
in the year 1838. In brief, this is the principle that if the two ends of an elec-
trical conductor are joined to the earth, the circuit path will be completed by the
earth between the two ends of the conductor. It is obvious, of course, that in such
. gvstem there is a conductor joining the two points, and that though the term
““ wireless *’ may be strictly accurate, it bears no relation to Radiotelegraphy,
which depends for its action on the principle of the emission of electro-magnetic
waves.

A prediction as to the existence of such waves and their nature was first made
by Clark Maxwell in a paper read before the Roval Society in 1867. Maxwell was
a mathematician and had arrived at his conclusions by pure reasoning. Not being
a physicist, he did not produce experimental proof of his deductions, and it re-
mained for Heinrich Hertz, in 1887, to produce scientific proof of Maxwell’s theories
Hertz, whilst experimenting with a Wimshurst machine, observed that a broken
metal hoop lying on an adjacent table in his laboratory, emitted electric sparks at
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the broken part. On closer examination he found that the spark was forming
an arc across the gap in the hoop. This led him to further investigations of the
phenomenon, and he successfully demonstrated the passage of electro-magnetic
waves through the ether, measured their velocity, and proved their similarity to
light and heat waves in the nature of their vibrations and their susceptibility to
polarisation and refraction. This discovery of Hertz formed the basis of future de-
velopment in wireless, and it is in the practical application of his discovery that
Mareconi has gained such renown.

It is interesting to recall that some years previously—1879—Professor D. E.
Hughes, whilst experimenting on the microphone, found that the spark discharge
of a Leyden jar caused a sound in a telephone in an independent circuit some dis-
tance away. Using a detector of carbon and iron, he found that the telephone in
circuit with such detector would be affected by the waves set up by an electric
spark at a distance of a few hundred yards. Being convinced that this was due
merely to electro-magnetic induction, he gave no publicity to his discovery.
Hughes’ detector was later rediscovered by Professor Branly in Paris, in 1891, and
was a considerable advance on the detector used by Hertz. For the purpose of
Hertz experiments he used a metal ring with a smali gap terminating in two brass
balls, the distance between which could be adjusted by a micrometer screw. This
arrangement was known as a Hertz resonator, but of necessity was not a suffi-
ciently sensitive detector. Branly’s detector consisted of a tube of loosely packed
metal filings which ordinarily are of poor conductivity, but which when subjected
to the influence of an electric spark at a distance, automatically crowded together
and provided a path of greater conductivity. A circuit which included, therefore,
a detector of this form and a telephone receiver, would, when brought within the
influence of an electro-magnetic wave, respond thereto by an audible sound in the
telephone receiver. From the behaviour of the metallicvﬁlings, this detector was
given the name of a *‘ Coherer,” by Sir Oliver Lodge. Branly’s form of the
Coherer was improved upon by other experimentalists, amongst them being Lodge
and Marconi. The latter’s form of the Coherer was the most practical and
successful.

Having investigated the advantages of different metals h
mixture of filings of a certain degree of fineness, consisting of ﬁfremp:;1 ece‘zljoe. s(i)lfve:
g_rlxd ninety-five per cent. nickel. Thesq he placed in a glass tube between two
silver plugs, from which were taken platinum terminal wires. The tube was then

h e x ; v >
%xiaZ::rtde,and sealed. A rough idea of this detector will be obtained from
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1,)x-oI‘l‘)ablirl a combination of carbon and iron. to say what form it took—
or the generation of electro-magnetic waves Hertz 3 . .
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1895 Marconi began his experiments, usi i :
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placed on top of a pole. These terminals were also connected to two small brass
balls, the distance between which could be adjusted. He similarly connected one
side of his Coherer to an earth plate and the other to an insulated conductor. He
then began to systematically investigate the relation between the height of the
tin can above the ground, and the distance at which his Coherer would be affected
by the electric spark, and found that the greater the height the greater the dis-
tance. He finally transmitted signals over a radius of a mile and a half, when
he used hollow metal cubes one hundred centimetres a side, placed at a height of
eight metres above the ground.

In the following year Marconi replaced his tin cans by aerial wires suspended
from the top of high masts, or from kites covered. with tinfoil. His receiving cir-
cuit consisted of his Coherer with a pair of inductances in parallel, and a sensitive
relay with a single cell in series with the Coherer. This relay was used to actuate
a Morse printing instrument worked by a separate set of cells. The inductances
compelled the electric oscillations to expend themselves on the Coherer itself.

In 1896 he came to England and applied for his first British patent, and in the
same year he demonstrated his apparatus to Preece, the Engineer-in-Chief of the
British Post Office, and successfully transmitted signals over several miles on more
than one occasion. From this time onward Marconi advanced rapidly to new
successes. It would be impossible to chronicle them all, but the following will
show the practical utility of his method and his rapid progress :—

" In 1896 he transmitted signals over a distance of eight miles on Salisbury

Plain, in the presence of representatives of the Army and Navy.

In May, 1897, he spanned the Bristol Channel between Penarth and Weston-

Super-Mare, a distance of nine miles. .

In July of the same year he demons_trated over twelve miles of sea between
warships of the Italian Navy, at Spezzia.
He then linked Alum Bay, Isle of Wight, with Bournemouth, a distance of

fourteen miles over sea. :
In May, 1898, the Lighthouse, Rathlin Island, and Ballycastle, were linked

up, at the request of Lloyds. '

In July of the same year the regatta at Dun Laoghaire was reported for the
Dublin Express by wireless, from the steamer ** Flying Huntress,”” the dis-
tances covered being from five to twenty miles.

In December of the same yvear the East Goodwin Lightship was linked up
with the Southforeland Lightship, and in March of the following year he estab-
lished communication between the latter station and Wimereux, near Boulogne.

The practical utility of Marconi’s apparatus was forcibly demonstrated in
April, "99, when during a dense fog in the Channel, the East Goodwin Light-
ship was rammed by an outward bound steamer, aqd seripusly damaged. The
Lightship communicated with the South Foreland Lightship, and assistance was

romptly sent from Ramsgate.

¢ In p18%7 the Wireless Tglegraph and Signal Co., Ltd had been formed to

exploit Marconi’s invention, and subsequent to the utilisation of his apparatus
during the manoeuvres of the British Navy, in 1899, contracts with large ship-

ping companies and with Lloyds’ Corporations for the supply of }315 equipment
were made, and the commercial success of his system thus established.

The first record of its use in warfare was when some half-dozen sets were sent
to South Africa for use during the Boer War. Owing to the fact that protracted
tests were not carried out beforehand (and to the inexperience of the personnel)
these sets did not prove very successful. :

Marconi’s next important discovery was in the efficiency of the ** Bent ** or
inverted ‘‘ L »’ aerial. His earlier experiments were conducted with vertical
wire aerials either of single or multiple strands of wire. After prolonged experi-
ment he found that if a small portion of his aerial was vertical and the remainder
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horizontal, it possessed certain directive properties. In other words, the radiation
from the vertical or cosed end of the aerial was greater than from the horizontal
or free end. Diagrams 2, 3 and 4 explain this more clearly.

If in each Diagram we take A to be the transmitting station, and B the receiv-
ing station, the results obtained at B in each case will be :—
Diagram II.—Very poor signals received.
,»  III.—Fair signals received.
» IV.—Good signals received.

D/RGRAM. 2.

 DIAGRAM . 3.

DIRGR A . 4
s o8

It should be understood that these result
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1I1., whilst still being perfectly audible under conditions shown in Diagram IV.
Up to the year 1900 the induction coil had been the method used by experi-
mentalists for the production of electro-magnetic waves. The waves so pro-
duced were of a rapidly decreasing amplitude, and each train of oscillations died
away quickly or were ‘* damped.” This was a decided disadvantage: The pro-
duction of continuous waves or ‘‘ undamped oscillations,’”” would give greater
efficiency by radiating more energy in a given time with less power input, and
greater selectivity by keeping the wave-length constant. In this year the problem
of the production of undamped oscillations was solved by the discovery of the
‘“ singing arc ’ by Duddell. He formed an electric arc between two carbon rods
connected to an oscillatory circuit comprising a condenser and inductance in
series, and found that the arc gave off a musical note, the pitch of which depended
on the capacity and inductance of the oscillatory circuit. By furnishing the arc
with continuous current and fitting a resistance in series with the are, continuous
oscillations are set up in the oscillatory circuit. Duddell’s arc in its original form
was not capable of producing oscillations of sufficiently high a frequency to be
of practical value for wireless, and it remained for Poulsen in 1903 to improve
thereon, and produce the Poulsen Arc system which was of practical value.
Poulsen used a carbon rod as his negative electrode and a copper tube as his
positive electrode, keeping the latter cool by a water circulation within. The arc
was created in a hydrogen or hydrocarbon gas atmosphere, crossed transversely
with a strong magnetic field and shunted with a small capacity and large indue-
tance. By this means he produced continuous oscillations of sufficiently high a
frequency to come within the range of those required for wireless. This was the
most efficient arc system developed, and it has since been considerably improved
and adapted to radio telephony. o
The year 1901 marked an epoch in wireless. In the beginning of that year the
erection of stations, for a Trans-Atlantic service, was commenced at Poldhu, in
Cornwall, and Cape Cod, Newfoundland, and in December of the same year signals
were satisfactorily transmitted between these two points, a distance of 1,800 miles.
In 1902 the mext most important invention of Marconi appeared, to wit, his
““ magnetic detector.”” This consisted of an endless band of silk-covered iron
wires carried on two wooden wheels driven by clockwork. This band passes
through a small glass tube round which is wound a coil of insulated wire, the ends
of which are connected to aerial and earth. This tube is located in a shorter glass
tube of slightly larger diameter round which is also wound a number of turns of
fine insulated wire, the ends of which are connected to a telephone receiver. A
pair of horseshoe magnets are so placed that their similar poles are opposite the
last described coil. The moving band of wire is magnetised while passing under
the poles of the magnet. An incoming oscillation will pass through the first
described coil and cause an increase or decrease of magnetization in the moving
band. This change will generate an induced current in the second coil and thus
produce a sound in the telephone. Theoretically the apparatus is as shown in
Diagram V. This detector proving very sensitive and reliable, easy to adjust and
comparatively simple in its construction, superseded the ** Coherer,”’ until it was
itself superseded by the discovery of the possibilities of the use of erystals as de-
tectors. General Dunwoody, of the U.S. Army, was the first to discover the recti-
fying properties of the carborundum crystal in 1906. As the use of erystals for the
reception of wireless signals is so widely known, it is not proposed to deal in this
article with the theory underlying their use. s . .
In 1904, Fleming took out a patent for the thermionic valve, which comprised
two electrodes—a filament and an anode or plate. Fleming produced this valve
as a result of his experiments on Edison’s discovery in 1883 that the heated carbon
filament of an electric lamp emitted charged particles. By introducing a second
conductor into the bulb Fleming found that a current would flow from the hot
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filament to the cold conductor, but not in the opposite direction. Such a lamp
acted as an electric valve—it allowed a current to flow in one direction but not in
the other. This valve was the original from which all other valves were developed,
and in the year 1906 Lee de Forest brought out the first three electrode valve,
which consisted of a filament and two anodes or plates. In the following year he
patented another valve in which the third electrode consisted of a grid. Funda-
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by the use of twenty-four studs on the dise, which produced an asynchronous
spark with a more musical note. These sparks occurring at the rate of six per half
cycle, produced a series of slightly damped oscillations following each other with
great rapidity, so that in effect continuous oscillations were produced. This is
the method of producing spark discharges used on all Marconi apparatus to the
present day.

Another method known as the ‘‘ quenched spark ” was developed from a dis-
covery of Wien in 1906. He found that when a condenser discharged between
good conducting metallic surfaces placed so close to each other that a small spark
took place, the spark was killed and the oscillations died out rapidly. By using a
number of metal disc separated by thin insulation, but having portion of their sur-
face exposed to one another, a series of quenched sparks with slightly damped
oscillations is produced giving results similar to those achieved by the Marconi dise
discharger. Wien’s discovery was developed by the Gesellschaft fir Drahtlose
Telegraphie ; Von Lepel, and others. This is the method adopted by the German
Telefunken Co. for the generation of high-speed spark discharges. (See Dia VI.).

Tn 1907 Messrs. Bellini & Tosi began their experiments in directive wireless,
which have produced for us the modern Bellini-Tosi Direction-Finder, or Radio-
goniometer. As this subject may be dealt with in a later article, it will not be

treated of here.
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to the period of the war, no startling developments took
place. Existing apparatus was improved in design. Marconi’s dise discharger,
the Telefunken quenched spark, and the Poulsen arc methods of transmission
steadily replaced the original induction coil. The ** Coherer ~’ was superseded
by Mareoni’s magnetic detector, and this in turn was supplanted by the erystal
detector. ; ;

Subsidiary companies of the Marconi Co. were formed in numerous countries
for the exploitation of his patents, and the erection of high-power stations for
public service was begun in the British Dominions, America, Russia, Spain, ete.,
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ete. In July, 1921, the British Government entered into a contract with th.e
Marconi Co. for the erection of a chain of high-power stations throughout the Bri-
tish Empire, as approved by the Imperial Conference the previous year.

In the same year the International Radiotelegraphic Convention, which aimed
at producing uniformity of practice in the wireless services of all countries was
signed in London. The regulations embodied in this Convention are those which
at the present day govern International commercial working and usage, the broad-
casting of meteorological information and of International time signals.

Consequent on the loss of the Titanic in April, 1912, the s.s. Scotia, equipped
with Marconi apparatus, left Dundee in March, 1913, to patrol the waters of the
North Atlantic and gather data regarding the movements of ice. In January,
1914, the ‘‘ Safety of Life at Sea Convention,”” drawn up by an International
Conference which met in London the latter end of the previous year, was signed.
Of its seventy-four articles, twenty-three are concerned with the use of wireless as
an aid for this purpose. This Convention also established a permanent patrol of
two ships to undertake the destruction of derelicts dangerous to navigation ; study
and observations of ice conditions; and ice patrol. The United States undertook
the duty of providing and manning the vessels, and the expenses therefor were
divided in proportion amongst the contracting parties. At present there are no
fewer than sixteen wireless stations working in conjunction with the Ice Patrol
on the coasts of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and on the estuary of the St. Law-
rence, that issue warnings as to the presence of ice dangerous to navigation.

In the same year Marconi’s first successful tests with wireless telephony were
carried out, when distances up to forty-four miles were covered between vessels
of the Italian Navy. In July of the following year telephonic communication was
established between the United States and Hawaii, a distance of 4,800 miles, and a
couple of months later between the United States and Paris (Eiff(;l Tower). ;

On the cessation of the European War it became known that no i i

: > ) outstanding dis-
coveries had been made in Radio Telegraphy, but steady progress had taken %lace
in the improvement of existing apparatus, the most remarkable being in the de-
velopment of the triode or three electrode valve. The rapid development of radio

teleph icati : A
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The start of broadeasting brought wireless actually into the everyday life of the
publie, and ‘through the medium of popular magazines and. daily papers its de-
velopment for the past five years is widely known. We now have worldwide
broadcasting , a public wireless telephone service, meterological and time signal
service , the guidance of ships and aircraft in bad weather and fog, by means of
radiophares (wireless beacons) and direction-finding stations, an ice patrol—de-
pending for its efficiency on wireless, an international life-saving service , partial
secrecy due to the beam system of wireless, and finally ** television ", all within
the short space of thirty-two years since Marconi first started his experiments.

At this point I would draw the readers’ attention to the second paragraph of my
article. It may be thought that T have somewhat contradicted the statement made
therein by giving so much prominence to Marconi’s apparatus and developments,
but it must be conceded that Marconi’s inventions have stood the test of time, and
that he was the first to put into practical and efficient execution the theories of

Clarke Maxwell and Hertz.

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF LEADERSHIP.
The following four basic principles of psychology most vitally affect military

command :— : = .
1. Loyalty is given with greater readiness to a visible, rather than to a distant

leader.

9. Successful leadership means that the leader must become the true source of
all the impulses which lead his followers to accomplish their allotted task.

3. As a stimulus to loyalty, example is far more powerful than precept.

4. In the exercise of leadership, praise is far more powerful than blame.—
MAJOoR-GENERAL SUMMERALL, Chief of Staff, United States Army, in The Military

Engineer.




76 An t-05LAC. October, 1927.

THE MILITARY ANTIQUITIES OF
IRELAND.

By Proressor R. A. S. MacAruister, LL.D., F.S.A.

T HE military antiquities of Ireland may be primarily classified into offensive
and defensive contrivances : I use this general word so as to include weapons and
fortifications. Each division should be considered chronologically: but this is at
present scarcely possible, as there are many problems of chronology as yet unsolved.

Let us take first the history and development of weapons of offence. Doubtless
the first and simplest weapons of offence in the hands of man were a heavy wooden
club or a cast stone; and very effective weapons they could be, when wielded by
a powerful warrior. It is, however, not to be expected that in the climate of
Ireland ancient wooden objects should be preserved indefinitely, except, indeed,
when they are buried in the peat-bogs; or that we can identify from among all the
stones in the country the particular one whereby some fighting man of antiquity
sent his adversary to the world of shadows. We must, therefore be contented to
leave such primitive weapons in the region of probability, without being able to
produce any actual examples.

In the gravels by the sea close to the town of Larne there have been found what
are generally regarded as the oldest implements of human workmanship as yet
known in Ireland. A moderate estimate assigns to them the date 4000 B.C.,
though some would date them yet earlier. Among these implements, the most
characteristic is a sort of pick, made of a more or less cylindrical bar of flint, rather

blunt at both ends. This was probably a tool rather than a weapon, but like the
heavy stone axe which ma

y have developed out of this primitive implement, it
could no doubt be used as a weapon on occasion.

Down to somewhere about 2000 B.c.—the date cannot be given except as a
rough approximation—stone was the only material available for tools and weapons
in Northern Europe. Copper had begun to be used at an earlier date in Southern

countries, such-as Egypt, but the knowle £ met a
o 6. S et R dge of metallurgy had not as yet sprea

pper began to be used in T : be
made were a tool (the ali:e-hea.dg ed in Ireland, the first objects to

¢ < ) and a weapon (the dagger). The latter was &
short triangular blade, with a rounded butt, pergorated gv%itlz holes for rivets by
means of which the blade was s

r ) ecured in a wooden or a horn handle. Numerous
specimens of this weapon are to be seen in the National Museum '

As time went on, the dagger thus form d (i 1 i .
blade of flint) was develope%ginto ety (itself derived from a pointed dagger

] i ther and more elaborate wea ’ aking as
a layman in such matters, I imagine that the chief desideratunl')zoilxllsnﬁlistziy opira-
tions is to strike at the enemy while keeping him at a distance. The cast stone
has an advantage over the club, for the latter requires its owner to come within
arm }s:. length of his adversary, and the adversary may also have a club and may
get his stroke in first. The dagger compels the assailants to come within yet
lc)ll(;jsr 3111112(!;;&:{.“1 How to 1:’83 t};ls 1e;ffective weapon at a greater distance was a pro-
resented its imiti : i
first solution of tiepproblem wase to tgxttl,;]ee <o ok o g e
but at the end of a long staff, projecti
Thus was developed the halberd
durj;lgh tgle early stagles }:)f the age of bronze.
as 1t helps to establish the ¢l i
Spain in these early days; for the halberd is S!l;)cg :em Btig bet:ve(?n_lteland ar:)(}
ancient Spain at the same early date. e WOt
The next development of the dag

to make its appearance somewhoes ger was the bronze-pointed spear, which began

in the middle of the Bronze Age—say 1200 B.C.

B R,
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or thereabouts. Arrows and javelins were in use, as numberless arrowheads and
javelin heads testify. But these were always tipped with flint, not with metal,
for the simple reason that as these weapons, once shot away, would not be likely
to be recovered, it would be extravagant to waste valuable metal upon them. But
a spear differed from a javelin in that it remained in the hand of its owner, and
was not cast away. A dagger fixed upon the end of a staff, and in a line with it
(not, as in the halberd, at right angles to it) made the first spear. Beginning from
this simple contrivance, improvements were gradually introduced; devices for
fixing the head firmly to the shaft were invented ; the artistic quality of the spear-
head was greatly developed; till towards the close of the Bronze Age, say about
500 to 400 B.C., the spear-head had become the most beautiful product of the
metal-worker’s skill.

Meanwhile the triangular dagger itself continued to be made, side by side with
the weapons derived from it. It increased in the length of its blade, and at last
attained to such dimensions that it ceased to be proprely a dagger at all, but a
rapier. A rapier is a long pointed blade, differing from the sword in that it is
adapted for thrusting, not for cutting. There is a magnificent rapier in the
National Museum from Lissane, Derry, which is one of the finest bronze castings
in existence. It is nearly 3 feet long and only about § inch across. The rapier,
however, was soon superseded by the sword, the last weapon to be added to the
armoury of the bronze-age warrior. This weapon still had a comparatively short
blade, and retained a sharp point, combining with it two cutting edges, so that it
it could be used as occasion required as either sword or rapier. When not in use
it was kept in a leather or wooden scabbard ; the metal mounts of such scabbards
have sometimes been found. : : :

Tt cannot be said that any specially new weapon was introduced when bronze
iron, as the material for tools and weapons—a change which in Ire-
r here about 350-400 B.c. Spears and swords were still the -
the only difference being that these were now made of
iron, and were heavier and more ‘effective, if less artistic in design. The sword-
blade was made longer and straighter, and the sharp point at the end was blunted.
Arrows and javelins were still tipped with flint—I do not think that any certain
discovery of metal-tipped weapons of this class has ever been made in the country ;
and occasionally weapons were still made of bronze, but in decreasing numbers.
Some curious wooden daggers have been interpreted (rather doubtfully) as being
dummies upon which to form a mould for casting daggers of bronze.

We now turn to defensive contrivances. So far as weapons of defencg are con-
cerned, the only class of object that calls for notice is the shield. Defensive body-
armour seems to have been unknown In the country down to the late date when
the Scandinavian pirates were raiding the country ;.mdeed, the use of such armour
may very well have been suggested by Scapdlnav1an pra_ctlce. : ngll Glundgbl.x,
the redoubtable king who fought with the intruders, derives his nickname (it is
said) from the fact that he protected his knees with leathern knee-caps—an un-
usual proceeding, otherwise it would not have caused .remark. '

The shields which have come down to us from ancient Ireland are very few in
number, for the simple reason that these defences were usually made of materials
which, f:hough offective enough for their purpose, were perishable. Leather, wood,
or wicker-work was a sufficient protection against the simple weapons of offence
which we have been deseribing; but it is only by a rare'ohance .tl.:at objects made
of such materials can resist corrosion. The preservative qualities of peat have
kept for us two shields, one of leather and the other of alderwood, both of which
are to be seen in the National Museum. Wg have a!so one of bronze, found in
Loch Gur, Co. Limerick. Though different in material, all of these shields are
similar in character. They are cireular or oval, and are ornamented on the outer
surface with raised concentric rings and knobs (the latter do not appear on the

gave place to
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chief weapons of offence,
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wooden shield). In the centre is a raised hemispherical boss, across which runs
a straight handle-bar.

The chief contrivances of defence, however, are the numerous fortifications,
specimens of which are to be found on almost every townland. We have not as
yet a proper archaeological survey of the country, such as is at present; being made
in Great Britain, so that we cannot say how many forts are still in existence ; but
over 20,000 have been counted on the Ordnance Maps. Again, owing to the lack
~of such a survey, it is impossible to classify them satisfactorily, or to determine
their chronological sequence; we simply do not know the date of the great majo-
rity of these interesting structures.

They are of many kinds, and of many degrees of elaboration, and it is likely
that they extend over a very wide range of date, from the Bronze Age to the time
of the Scandinavians. It is also probable that they served a variety of purposes.
Some of them, for example, are most likely not fortifications at all in the strict
sense ; they are sanctuaries, erected round the grave of some remarkable man, and
the surrounding wall is intended to prevent people from lightly intruding on the
hallowed precinct. Others are simply fortified farm-steadings. It should be re-
membered that these forts were not always intended as protections against human
enemies. There was at the time a subtler and a deadlier enemy of the farmer in
Ireland, namely the wolf ; and most of the simpler structures of the kind are nothing
but cattle pens, designed to protect the farm-stock from this ever-present peril.

It is quite clear that most of the forts, so-called, cannot have been forts in the
strictly military sense. For one thing, they are very rarely provided with water,
and so could never have endured g siege. For another, they are often so placed
that they are commanded from a neighbouring height, so that an attacker would

rious kinds into the precincts.

Such as they are, however, and without attempting to discriminate between the

dates and the uses of the various types, we may describe the chief varieties which
they present. The simplest kind is a circular enclosure, surrounded with a single
wall of earth or stones. An earth ;

en wall necessarily involves a ditch, for the earth

must be taken from somewhere. Usuall the ditch i i
are a few rare cases in which the ¥ the ditch is outside the wall, but there

B et B s
circular, D-shaped forts and squarel o s wann

or rectangular forts are not uncommon. It is
;t:gp:;ed that these are of later date than thz round forts, but thisc 0hz;,s still to be
ved. 3

y ! ! xtremely rare, and I know of nome
::t‘;xoa“g:ﬁa:le; l:rnn]:bzz. thlt 18 possible that the numbery of ramp:rts had something
conjecture to guide s, € owner of the fort, but here again we have nothing but
Or else the number of enclosures withi i ipli

s s n a single system may be multiplied.
T_hu:]vee mz;y have what are called figure-of-eight, ** fy;n-ts, Wlll]lic}l'l cf,nsisf, oIf) two
circular enclosures conjoined. Or we may have two or more in dependent enclo-
i3 & good example of this, and theregam the central group of buildings at Tara

Cistlron 18 another fine example on a hill-top close to
The most interestin art of th s i
which is found in magypof them.e for::i;é e e, s the souterrt®

: A Ais is an underground ge, lined with
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ot She rg < me:-e 1si]an endless variety of plan in these curious structures. Some
chambers, one oizni(:lr; g?xisa%es Ol'tll]lttle Othapers. . Others consist of a series of

1ambers, : Of another. Others again are labyrinthi assages,
with side branches. Others contain unexpected secret rooms, conce:ﬁl:d I;mmgf‘:h"
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casual visitor by a variety of ingenious devices. Others are ways of escape; they
open in the middle of the fort, and lead to an exit outside its circumference. In %
such cases there is sometimes a trap to puzzle pursuers. The hunted makes good
his escape ; the hunter tries to follow him down the passage and presently comes to
a blank wall. In the darkness it takes him some time to find the hole in the roof
through which his quarry has made his way, and by the time he has followed him,
he has got clean away. -
Forts of one kind or another are to be found throughout every county, and when-
ever the archaeological survey is set on foot—a national undertaking in which the
army would probably be able to give invaluable service—it is likely that much will
be learned about them which we do not know now. The most remarkable ex-
amples of ancient fortifications are the great stone forts of the north and west,
extending from the Grianan near Derry, through the gigantic series in the Aran
Islands, to Cathair Geal beside Caherciveen. One example of this type of forti-
fication alone exists in the east of Ireland; it.is Raith Gall, near Tullow, Carlow.
In many respects Ireland is one of the most important countries, archaeolo-
gically, in all Europe; not the least in her military antiquities.
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THE HOLLAND SUBMARINE.

Major D. J. Dovre, A.M.S.

N the Gaelic American (July, 1927) Mr. John Devoy gives an extremely interest-

ing account of the building and testing of the first submarine. The article is
of further interest because of the sidelight it throws on the prison treatment meted
out to the Fenians, and on the manner in which the British, through their Intelli-
gence, sought to isolate the inventor and his supporters.

John P. Holland, the inventor of the submarine, was born at Liscannor, Co.
Clare, in 1840. His educative period, while affording opportunities for the study
of theoretical science, did not allow him a mechanical training. He was, however,
by nature, a mechanical genius, and when ill-health compelled him to seek the
American climate, the opportunities for acquiring a practical knowledge of
mechanics were apparently availed of.

To continue in the words of Mr. Devoy :—* How long he was in the country
before any of us met him I don’t now recall, but John J. Breslin, the rescuer of
James Stephe_ns and of the Fenian soldiers in Western Australia, and I, were in-

. the dues paid by members of the
Clan-na-Gael at that time, and by its predecessor, the Fenian Brotherhood. He
, he great obstacle to Irish Freedom, of infinitely
more importance than the army, and that it must be destroyed before we could
hope for success. We readily admitted that, but asked him how it could be de-
stroyed except by a superior fleet.

. He then told us of his plans for constructing a submarine torpedo boat, and of
his difficulty in convineing men that a submersible warcraft was possible, and of

obtaining the money to build one. He said: ‘ You gentlemen have a fund for
making war on England

to build a submarine torpedo boat

orough knowledge of warship construction, a

e ¥y of his project, : il
t;hc.a time, and_ talked to us as a school-m;;te]r woﬁzpi()co&lsaﬁpiglgoi:ﬁit:g ei;%dni‘:ae
pains to convince us. He finally succeeded in this, and we laid the matter indi-
leldu.ally -befpre_ the other’Trustees of the Nationa] Fl,lnd which had been christened
:.he TSkmmshmg .Fund by O’Don_ovan Rossa, its founder, who was still one of

e Trustees appomtgd by the Prgvxdence Convention of the Clan-na-Gael, on the
(I]ml)tlol: of %olo]?el Ricard O’Sullivan Burke, and at which Rossa himsel’f was &
Cei-,v?igz;;. urke had been a Captain of Engineers in the Federal Army in the
o Wha(:;,l v(;::n lzx :vzx:lrnnt;nk(iin :fhﬁﬁeen miles of earthworks in front of Petersburg,
phy;ical 1 ey g his final move on Richmond, and was a master of

L & - .
We had the greatest confidence j

in favour of giving Holland’g plan
: mitted, ) imself did,
L e T e L
0 as fi ached. But h itive i i
Holland’s plan was scientifically sound * His opin?o:a:'as (t)lsll::sv:f :::1 2:;1:1'?1g Jt:l::

n Burke’s scientif b i :
aftrisl, He a3 lc ability, and he was strongly
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Breslin was able to give him a full explanation of it, as he had had many inter-
views with Holland, and understood it better than any of us.

Finally a meeting of the Trustees was held and Holland spent the better part
of a day explaining his plans to them and removing their doubts of the possibility
of success. Finally he convinced all of them, and the vote to give his plan a trial
was unanimous. James Reynolds, of New Haven, who had great mechanical
skill, was enthusiastic in his quiet way over it, and helped Holland to win over
the others. John Breslin was given charge of the work and made arrangements,
under Holland’s instructions, with the Delamater’s Iron Works, which, if I re-
member rightly, was on West Fourteenth Street, near the Hudson River.

The first boat built was rejected because of defective rivetting. The bad rivet-
ting was discovered by James J. O’Kelly, then on the staff of the old Herald,
whom I brought to Delamater’s to inspect the work. - His father kept a black-
smitl’s shop in Dublin, and in his boyhood and early manhood he had to work at
the trade before he became a sculptor in the studio of his uncle, John Lawlor, in
London. After less than five minutes examination he pointed out to me that the
rivets were not true, and that the water was sure to ooze in. After bringing Hol-
land to inspect it, we rejected the boat, not without some wrangling with the fore-
man, and the firm consented to begin the work all over again.

The second boat was rivetted all right, but the machinery inside was so placed
that the weight was too much towards the stern, and in the wat-er‘the prow slanted
decidedly upward, but otherwise the boat was exactly according to Holland’s
specifications. She immersed all right, and proved the correctness of the plans,
but could not perform the work intended, because of the slant. ' ;

So we had to get another built—the one which is now the subject of dlsgusszon,
and she came up to Holland’s highest expectations. He devoted every minute of
his time to superintending her construction, and the workmen carried out his in-
structions to the letter. As the work on the three boats went on, new ideas came
to him, and some details of his original plan were altered. The third one was
larger than the second, and the second larger than the first, and the last one would
have been much bigger if we had larger funds to pay the cost. He was very
confident that he could build one a hundred feet long that could cross the Atlantic,
go unseen into Southampton or Portsmouth Harbour, throw a petroleum shell
into an English ship, and get away undiscovered. :

The first tests of submersibility were made at Communipaw, N.J., and were
entirely successful. She was cared for by a little Dublin man, whose name I for-
get, and his son was a perfect dock-rat who could remain under water for an in-
creéibly long time. We found him renting a small dock, and we stored her there.
The place was haunted almost every hour of the twenty-four by English Secret
Service men and detectives from private agencies, who were all Irish and pretended
sympathy with the project in order to elicit information. We had nothing to
conceal, as we knew the boat could not be built in entire secrecy. The secrecy

sary when we came to use her, and that day was a long way
;Véiu}g ;Zl};ot:ﬁ; 2:18; bzygin operations when the Home Organization was ready for
a f’ight and we had a few more boats. One of the detectives was a cousin of a
prominent Chicago Nationalist, and he was the worst of the lot, with an appar-
ently frank manner and a face that gave no indication of his crookedness. But
he could give no explanation of his reason for hanging round so coustantly, and his
pretence that it was honest interest in the work was knocked out by the fact that

R NN o) e e s ed her to Bayridge, L.1. (now part of the city),

I U s B ble, and Holland gave exhibitions of her capa-

re favoura ons of 1
Aottt bl et himself to show his.confidence in his invention.

iliti ing down in her . ; !
lﬁ]i:tlgﬁie?:}g:ulg&mgasowith the oil engine, which was pa}eqted by a friend of his.
As the newspapers gave great publiicty to the boat and its inventor, the patentee
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of the oil motor began to make exorbitant demands and to threaten legal proceed-
ings The motor itself also gave trouble, as the spray clogged and impeded its
workings. The oil also created poisonous fumes which necessitated constant ven-
tilation, which would have been a serious drawback on an extended voyage. Hol-
land believed that an electric motor would be the ideal thing and would eventually
supplant steam. He was anxious to give the boat a longer voyage than she could
have in New York Harbour, but with the oil motor that was not possible.”’

Having detailed the extraneous circumstances that negatived the use of the
Holland boat for the purpose for which it was built, the writer proceeds:—"* we
had her towed up through the Sound to New Haven, where James Reynolds, one
of the Trustees, kept a brass foundry, and she was stored and cared for there for
many years. When Reynolds died, his son-in-law, Pat O’Connor, former Fenian
‘“ Centre "’ of Galway, took care of her, and, on his death, Captain Larry O’Brien,
of the Ninth Connecticut Volunteers, in the Civil War, and who made a sensa-
tional escape from Clonmel Jail in 1867, took charge of the boat, and it remained
in his care until 1916, when we had her taken to New York for exhibition at the
Bazaar to raise money for the Relief of the Families of the Victims of England’s
Reign of Terror in Ireland. We sent David Callanan and Thomas P. Tuite to New
Haven to take charge of the removal. It was a difficult task. She is nineteen
tons in weight, and had to be got down to a small stream close to Captain O’Brien’s
yard, and it was intended to bring her down the stream to the Sound and tow her
to New York. That was found to be impracticable, owing to an accumulation of
sand and mud on the bank of the stream, so she had to be loaded on a truck and
taken to the railroad, where she was put on a freight train and brought to New
'lork. The job of getting the boat on a truck to Madison Square Garden, and into
it, was also harq, l')ut she eventually reached there, and was put in an enclosed
corner of the building close to Fourth Avenue. Here she was put on exhibition,
and.an eptra.nce fee charged to visitors. She was the big feature of the Bazaar and
rezilisedDa goodl}z' sum for the Relief Fund.”’

r. Devoy then describes the subsequent history of the vessel and the rival
shown by various individuals and societies to secrgrre it as a relic of sentiment?i
or hxstoncal“value, and adds apropos of the circumstances under which it was con-
structed :—"" Few people at th_at time could vision the under-sea boat as Holland
built it in his mind and. drew it on his draughting-board. The science of sub-sea
construction and operation as we have it to-day had not yet begun. Because of
ﬁhanged conditions the splendid works of Fulton and Eriesson eould be of little

elp to him. No boat of this type had heretofore been attempted. He blazed
and built along lines so correct that though many and i ; h
beot ‘Hisde TEa et ey ' ¥ great improvements have

' er-sea activities since Hollands” time. his basic id nd plans
still hold as he then laid them down. 2 e

The art of making a perfectly air and water-
:l'felrlnutl,lc;ietr:m} . ix:deﬁd, e‘trxgineers and mechanics had to be paid bonuses to hold
the hatch on themselvaes.and i? o 1? cople had the courage to help fasten down
i o €n submerge with the boat. Holland always went

Compressed air played a consider
to be compressed within the boat j

tight and sinkable boat was not then

A i i

st.re::ucta:htztlft];::ne {-{sl‘fat 'mprovements were going on to eliminate the horse from
ool cable: g0 thfr?iméaﬁoﬁgfeesﬁed air, Eriesson’s hot air engine, electricity,
horseless buggy. Each of th eing tried. Henry Ford was working on his

bub none of thei i Nelblot to Tette d\,r.stems had its advocates and doubters,
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The boat had its greatest need for fresh air when it was hermetically sealed and
under water. The oil engine combustion would in a short time destroy the breath-
ing air content of the shell, and it may be here that Holland showed his greatest
genius in co-ordinating the several parts of his apparatus so that all of them worked
properly, and the crew lived through.

As an under-sea motive power, steam could not be considered. The gas engine
had not yet arrived, neither had the storage battery. John Ericsson, who built
the Monitor during our Civil War in 1862, had a good hot air engine, but its use
was barred because of the fouling of the air for the crew. Here again Holland
showed his genius. He could not find anything published that was helpful to him
in the matter of oil burning. It was a trade secret. He corresponded with all the
authorities. A mutual friend conferred with Dr. H. C. Land, in Detroit, the
grandfather of our Charles Lindbergh, who was at that time probably our greatest
oil-burning authority, through his use of it in his pioneer work in the dental porce-
lain field. Holland’s well-balanced, scientific mind enabled him to draw on all
the best things of his day, and thus he gave us the first practical safe working,
under-sea boat, that sank and came up again, and did all of the best things that
such boats can do to-day. The marvel is that he did so much under the ever
present handicap of shortness of funds.”’

Speaking from the experience of a long life full of observations of international
affairs, Mr. Devoy deals with the ‘‘ might have beens " in the balance of mari-
time power, had Holland’s idea been accepted by the Governments to whom it
was offered in the early stages.

The inventor died in August, 1914, and is buried in Paterson, N.J i On 'both
scientific and patriotic grounds he is well deserving of a place in the national
memory.
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THE FIRING OF BLANK AMMUNI-
TION FROM THE LEWIS GUN.

By ComMANDANT D. J. STAPLETON.

THE firing of blank ammunition from the Lewis machine-gun is now an accom-
plished fact. A short sketch of the investigations which led up to the discovery
may be of interest to many readers—Irish and others,

During the period when I was in charge of the Explosives Factory at Tallaght,
in 1923, under Major J. Dunne, the preliminary experiments in different types of
blank ammunition began. The object in view was to secure a cartridge charged

in such a manner that the pressure exerted would be greatly in excess of that offered
by the average blank.

Failure after failure was registered ad nauseam, and it was not until almost two
years later that success was achieved. At this time I had been transferred to
Islandbridge Barracks upon the disbandment of the Chemical Department. Very
few facilities, or indeed, occasions were now available, and the experiments had

to be conducted privately. It was in my own laboratory that I finally struck upon
the idea which helped me to produce the cartridge I wanted.

I at once told Lieut. W. Doyle, Assist. Chief Armourer, Supply and Ordnance
Sub-Department, of my discovery, describing minutely the composition of the
cartridge and demonstrating its absolute safety by firing at a sheet of paper
within six feet from muzzle of gun. T also pointed out that a pressure of

nearly seven tons to the square inch was developed during the explosion, ‘‘ If
that is the case, he replied, *“ we should have no difficulty in firing that blank
from the Lewis.”

To all of us who are familiar with the latter, this statement, in itself, was
astonishing. It was a well-kno

wn fact that considerable sums of money had been
expended by other Governmen

ts in research work, etc., in order to obtain this

resul?, and we had been .taught to believe that the firing of blank from the Lewis
was:t.lmposmble. The idea that there was a sporting chance of doing so was
exciting.

Days were spent by both of us exam

i ining all possible and practical means of
trapping the gases. At last Lieut. Doyl g all p e prac

) \ € came in one morning and told me that on
the previous mghth he had worked out a trap which, he believed, would ‘‘ do the
trick.”” He was, indeed, as good as his word, for upon the very first trial the gun
worked away for twenty rounds.

_Needless to say, we were in a state of jubilant excitement as by far the biggest
difficulty had b'een surmounted, and there now remained ozfly the task of feeding
the blank cartridge evenly into the feed-arm. This too, Lieut Doyle successfully
accomplished, and to-day both the ammunition and the attachments are the
subjects of absolute patent rights,

It need hardly be pointed out that the ammunition and attachments work in
::.ly.tmtggthy with each other. With the diagrams attached explanations are sub-
i t—

Fig. 1. The Gas-trap, the most important of the atf;ach i
H ments is fitted to the gun
between the muzzle at A and barre] mouth-piece at B, ( i: the plano-concave

chamber in which final disinte ation of th Te
the gases are temporarily chegll('ed e i ks Dieee, aad whe

1 » causing the necessary increased pressure to
work the backward action. The size and shape of thig clilyamber hic bI:een the re-
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sult of numerous experiments. bl. is the passage through which the excess gas
and disintegrated wad .are ejected upon the forward action of the gun, and no
deposit of any kind being left, the chamber is clear for the next charge.-
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] i Blank Cartridge.—A the charge of ballistite. A2 the
wapt’ilgo.f %ellcl;l(:)’sae Sierglt;x)':g:{;ted with a special mixture of hard and soft paraffins;
melting point above 100°, and which is expelled through the gas-trap.

Fig. 8. Sectional View of Magazine, showing the blank cartridges in position on

. ich compensates for the bullet and feeds
i snme kit v e comprfe:esdedmlinc Eci(s) apspring catch which prevents the

cartridges from dropping out when magazine B Nwvwhie 'aieom
opening, D.D., Fig. 7.
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7oP View
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FLATFORMSSPRINGS

Fig. 5.—Top view of same show

ing how it can fit down into th azine around
the centre block. g wn m‘o e mag
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Fig. 6.—Top view of complete magazine, showing cover plate wiﬁt.l opening D.D.,
through which the cartridges are passed to feed arm.  C position of platform
springs, D screws retaining cover plate; A2 qrigmgl divisional studs of magazine,

I believe the application for registration in this country was the first to be re-

ceived by our own Government. : { i
During the period of tests and demonstrations, Major MacMahon, i/c. Supply

and Ordnance Sub-Dept., gave every facility, and was extremely interested in our
progress. It was he who arranged for the manpfuctu're of tbe ammunition and
attachments, and their subsequent issue for practical trials during the manoeuvres.
He also obtained permission for Lieut. Doyle and myself to attend at the latter
and specially report the effect produced. I attach .hergmth report as submitted,
asking indulgence for its rather subjective style in view of the circumstances

under which it was prepared :—

At 08.00 hrs. on Monday, September 20th, b,
D.Q.M.G. at Tinode Camp. The purpose of our. visit was to report on tl}o. effect
at the manoeuvres of the recently discovered attachments and ammunition for

machine guns, and also to note for future development any ideas which, as a

result of our experiences, might suggest themselves. : .
The application of the main purpose brings o light very many interesting and

Lieut. W, Doyle and I reported to
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instructive facts. In the first instance the introduction of the actual machine-gun
fire to the operations has lent them a thrilling realism, which without detailing
some of the engagements, it would be impossible to describe.

On Monday, shortly after receiving instructions from the Director of Operations,
we visited the latter’s H.Q. and, having received our maps and carefully studied
the various positions of the opposing forces, we set out on our tramp through the
points where we considered the more intensive fighting would take place. We
were singularly fortunate in this respect, as neither of us put forward pretensions
to be first-class tacticians. We, nevertheless, succeeded in estimating the posi-
tions which eventually became the keys * and, incidentally, most absorbing
from our point of view.

Our first experience was gained on the main Blessington Road, in the wooded
section running through Tinode Demesne. Here Lieut. Doyle and myself took up
position and decided to await developments. We had, as a matter of fact, not very
long to wait, for in a few moments two armoured cars, representing the Blue Army,
and enveloped in green canvas, looking more like tanks than the well-known
"A.R.R. Whippets, crept slowly into view, From the position which we occupied
at a bend of the road we could also see two Lancias, representing the Red Army,
approaching from the opposite direction. The thrilling expectancy of those few
moments we shall long remember. The opposing engines of destruction were
within 50 yards range before sighting each other. Immediately the two Vickers
guns barked and spat, to all intents and purposes, their missiles of death and

desolation, only to be answered by a nerve-racking volume of fire from the four
Lewis guns in the Lancias

One of the latter. had drawn broadside on across th
of the enemy Whippets. Nevertheless, the lat

with a demoralising persistence, firing all the while. Suddenly the Umpire’s flag

was raised, and the Jmachine-guns ceased fire. We immediately availed of the
opportunity to make inquiries from the di

) unners as to how the new attach-
ments were behaving, The Officer, i/c. A R.R. 7 replied: *“ Splendid! Very suc-
cessful! Not a single stoppage during the day.” From A.L. 8. gunners operat-
ing A220 and A252 replied: *‘ Perfect! Only a few stoppages ’easily rectified.”’
After hearmg this good news, news which rewarded us for the ’long tedious hours
spent in workshops and laboratories, we Proceeded with all haste to the Kilteel

area, where intensive figchtino had b i \ % 2
occupied the latter placeg . e i e Toees Tag

: and were advancing on Cupidstown Hill. The *‘ Reds ”’
Jvere counter-attacking on *‘ Blues ** right flank, and some desperate fighting was
i][; aﬂﬁoﬁsi ar(:iunddW}lltefort farmhouse. The rattle of machine-guns could be
maintained?l;flrlwaa:p'l a]]\;Icllgmg by the continuous volume of fire which was being

0 : y evident that the ing wi itt]
trouble in the manipulation of the attachmelglzl:n A R e

e road to block the progress
ter continued to advance along

: One gun in particular which we
had under observation, and which was doing bi .= 4 »
ceased fire. The gunner immediately disri—nnfntllegdwork e B s

this being replaced, the in in action illlt : !flgv:(;;llgfn:nl:;;oken o
thgts ‘Y“,: v;ottll]degfuﬁ to vyatch. the enthusiasm with which these boirs entered into
e op::n Ot’ e fg tllxr'lg n this area. There was an old pit close to the farmhouse,
o Umuri);:, 510: eo which seemed to be the objective of two opposing Companies ;
ks keguesq p "%T"_‘{mg quickly from position to Position, noting, with tremen-
bt Ofﬁcet:q o;nde v:}]lénthe various manoeuvres carried out by the different Com-
cided that til'e * Reds "’ had aeie o8 Tater, fin g ceased and the Umpires de-

had captured the pit with th '
{ e loss of thr uads, it
seemed to us, who were absolutely Impartial, that no fairers decisioge ciglld have

been given. In i s . .
- theg}' o "sl:?dpg? ex(:fatlhls' the following will be of mterest: ‘‘ A *’ Company

1 vancing along the Kilteel-Tinode Road and had almost
reached Whitefort House, The ** Reds " had already cross:d tﬁz s:::lne rgadaabout
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a mile back and had actually reached this farmhouse. Here they found that-as a
result of the positions gained by the ‘‘ Blues ’’ it would be essential to re-cross the
road. An Officer of the latter force had foreseen this possibility and had placed a
machine-gunner in position at a bend in the road where about 300 yards of a
stretch could be swept with fire. We saw a total of nineteen men, in five small
groups, re-cross the road under bursts of fire from the machine-gun. In our esti-
mation it would have been a miracle if more than two or three survived in actual
warfare. Coupling the losses with those sustained in the advance to occupy the
pit, it can be judged with what accuracy the Umpires arrived at their decisions,
and what a big factor the new attachments played in helping them to come to
those decisions,

Everywhere we went we found ample evidence of the great changes which the
new attachments had brought about. The Officers, N.C.0.’s and men showed a
keeness and enthusiasm, as well as a physical endurance which it would be safe
to say were never equalled on any previous manoeuvres. I recollect one incident
in particular which shows how quickly the Umpires sized-up the new situation and,
in decisions, helped to make the conditions even more on a par with actual war-
fare than they would otherwise have been. The ‘‘ Blue ** forces had occupied an
advanced position on the South-Western slopes of Cupidstown Hill. The ** Reds "’
were making a concentrated frontal attack at this point, and it was during the
intensity and excitement of this fighting that the incident which I wish to relate
ceeurred.

A squad of ** Blues *’ with a machine-gun were extended behind a double bank
with a gap in the centre, and through which the machine-gun was trained ; facing
them and behind a similar bank were two squads of the ** Reds.”” Euddenly about
eight of the ‘* Reds *’ exposed themselves. The *‘ Blues ’ machine-gunner had
at the moment no magazine on the gun, but in an excited condition grabbed the
first one at his hand and, placing it in position, attempted to fire. Immediately
the Umpire who was in the vicinity walked over to the gunner and asked to see
the magazine, the latter was handed to him and was found to be empty. The
squad was at once ordered to retreat about 70 yds. to the next fence. We did not
attempt to ask the Umpire the reason for his decision; it was quite obvious to us
who had been watching the incident. It is, I am sure, natural to conclude that
the gunner was considered to be on active service, and in his hurry and excitement
would, in all probability, have made the same mistake under more trying circum-
stances. This shows what an immense adjunct the attachments will be in the

training of machine-gunners during manoeuvres in the future.
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IMPRESSIONS OF POLAND.

By Ax Maor Mac CIONAOTHA.

F OR the third time Ireland has been represented at the biennial Interqationul

Congress of Military Medicine and Pharmacy. The venue on this occasion was
Warsaw (May-June, 1927). Poland did the honcurs in a magnificent way, and
spared neither trouble nor expense in entertaining the representatives of about 40
nations participating in the function. The Irish delegates had the pleasant ex-
perience of finding themselves the recipients of special attention not only from
the Army Authorities but from the members of the civilian community with whom
they were brought in contact. In this connection it is interesting to relate that at
a civie reception in the City Hall, Warsaw, the Irish tri-colour figured in the mural
decorations. Asin Rome and Paris on previous occasions, the Irish Army, as the
youngest member of the Congress, was a source of special interest to the other
nations, and many weére the inquiries addressed to us with reference to our Army
and country, while the expressions. of good will for the progress of both Army and
people were many and profuse:’ There is a remarkable similarity between Poland
and Ireland in the history and temperament of the two nations, and the mutual
attraction that sprang up between Polish hosts and Trish guests is consequently nob
surprising. * Both countries have a past-on which thev look back with pride—the
cutstanding -feature in both being’ the tenacity with which the population: has
clunig to ideals of liberty and nationality. : e ' ;

Poland was conquered not by one, but by three nations, and experienced. the
horrors of partition in its worst form. - Since its re-constitution it has known the
crowning horror of civil war,  In spite of subjugation and dismemberment, Poland
has ‘clung to its own language and’ customs. | It acquired the languages of its
conquerors but it did not give up its own—which is to-day a virile tongue both as
E_t_hterary,exppnent and as a vehicle of scientific expression. Tt was certainly an
example to Irish Officers to see Polish Officers enthusiastic in dancing their native
dances and to ‘hear them use their own language as a routine. Needless to add,
they were quite prepared to use the language of some of their quondam conquerors
when occasion arose m_thexrvmterc_ourse with their guests.

3

: you meet artistic mementoes of the great
men of its past—and Jean Sobieski; who broke th i i ivid
a personality to the mind of the every i o g

¢ day Pole as Bri i hilst

Koszeiusko and the modern liberators ari h0us:§61dr$3r3§.010ntarf Bl
About 75 per cent. of the population is Catholic j i i ]

‘ ' X | th Rome (i.e.,

including members of the Uniate G+ h) e g re i

themselves magnificent exam feck Church). Many of the churches are in

ples of architect ! d
further by the fact that they enshrine priccél:;?aart, i bl e

: t t-trea : ain  the
tombs of many illustrious dead lfe f]l:ass ‘(I)I%e;o?il;% r(ixocﬁltgrlghicnl
splendour.' To see a Poligxh con calls ig a manner the intimacy
e Pt e Though overwhemingly Catholc
E alle nflu ; i itable
occupants for positions of control and responsibilitve?seittsh;uiq’)?ilsclﬂgn <
Poland, in its charity, formerl ' : i
. y , Tl gave sanctuary to the Jews wh rsecution
“fa:hthete lltoﬁ of th]e Hebrew elsewhere. They now amount to mo:z :lilarlx)eone-tenth
of the total population and are not regarded by the rest of the community in the

—silent witnesses of ¢
gregation at prayer re
with things divine.

d this consideration to i
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light of a totally unmixed blessing. There is nothing of the wandering Jew in his
Polish representative; the latter has apparently settled down, and the ghabardine
in its modern form, and other distinctive marks of Jewish dress are fixed features
of the landscape even in remote villages.

As might be expected from their geographical position, the Poles are a nation
of horsemen  and the display of horsemanship by numerous Officers of the Polish
Army at the International Horseshow in Warsaw will not likely-be forgotten by
strangers privileged to witness it—certainly not by Irishmen.

Arising out of their geographical position, there is one marked point of dissimi-
larity between Poland and Ireland, and the Poles themselves insisted very strongly
on this point. We in the West have a sea-frontier, while Poland—the key of the
East—has an enormous land frontier. In Poland, perhaps more than in any other
country, the need for a large conscript Army is consequently apparent.

Subsequent to the Congress proper, a number of excursions were arranged to

Army Medical Services; Captain Hieronym K
T. McKinney, Army Medical Services, at
érale de I'"Armée, Warsaw,

Colonel T. F. Hizgins, Director of :
Idzikowski (Liaison Officer) :lnd’ Major
Inspection Gér
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show the industrial and tourist provinces with the Summer and Winter resorts of
the latter. A big effort is being made at the moment to bring the merits of the
country as a tourist-resort before the world, Many Polish refugees during the
prolonged struggle for independence found a home in America, while economie
conditions, deriving in the main from the political crises, drove countless others
to seek a living there. This close association with the U.S.A. has resulted in the

Government Department of Public Works publishing guide-books in English for
the information of American tourists.

For Irish Officers who have exhausted the scenery and holiday interests of our
own country, Poland with its history and traditions, its Celtic type of character
(even in its defects), its struggle with the problems that beset a recently re-
constituted State, will afford a stimulus and an inspiration, A little French or
German, and occasionally a little English, will solve the language problem—the
Poles, like the inhabitants of many continental countries, being good linguists,
whilst as a result of prolonged intercourse with U.S.A., mentioned above, there
are many individuals scattered throughout the country who speak English

fluently. Moreover, the cost of living in Poland is low—not an unimportant con-
sideration for the tourist.

T. MacC.
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THE CASE FOR ARMY PENSIONS

By Cor. T. F. Higgins, D.M.S,

IN dealing with the subject of pensions for Army Service, I confine my remarks

entirely to Commissioned ranks. Up to the present Non-Commissioned Officers
and Men have served on short term contracts, whereas Commissioned ranks have
not contracted on this basis.

The first question that arises is whether State services should or should not be
organised on a pensionable basis. Seeing that all other State services are pension-
able services, one must conclude that after deliberate investigation—policy, pre-
cedent and justice dictated State pensions for State Service.

The next question which requires consideration is why an exception has so far
been made with regard to service in the Army. The Civil Service, the Police, the
Post Office, and all other State Services have been placed on a pensionable basis,
and the Army has been neglected. What is the explanation ?

(1) Is the Army a junior Service to the above-mentioned organisations?
(2) Is the Army less a whole-time Service than these others?

(8- Have the services rendered by the Army to the State been less worthy of
consideration than the services of other departments?

The facts are briefly as follows : —Following on the acceptance of the Anglo-Irish
Treaty by the elected representatives of the people of Ireland, and the consequent
establishment of an Irish Government, the circumstances were such that the first
Servic2 necessarily brought into being was the Army. Later an Irish Police Force
was organised and recruited to a great extent from the Army. There were in
existence at the time a skeleton Civil Service, a small Postal Service, and an en-
tirely inadequate Judicial Service. These latter were taken over from the British,
and the financial position of the personnel on resignation or completion of service
was safeguarded by the British. ~ Subsequently, these Services were recruited up
to required strength by the Irish Government, and, generally speaking, they were
re-organized to such an extent that they may be regarded as new Services.

The above statement of fact points out clearly that the Army, as an Irish Service,
is not junior to any existing Irish Service, and this is accentuated by the fact that
the Army had its roots in the Irish Volunteers.

The se;ond point that arises is whether the Army is l.ess a who)e-th?:e Service
than other State Services. In all other Services an individual can resign at any
time by giving due notice, and in most other services the hours of work are so
defined that if a member is called on to do extra time he receives extra pay. An
Army Officer cannot resign at will, as the State has power to hold him in the
Service. Moreover, an Army Officer may be called for duty night or day, may be
confined to barracks or to a particular area indefinitely, and has no choice as to
particular type of work or as to location. It is evident, therefore, that far from
being less a whole-time Service than others, the Army is, in the fullest sense of
the word the only whole-time Service.

Now the third point as to whether the services rendered by the Army are less
worthy of consideration than that of other branches may be safely left for judg-
ment to any tribunal. Some may argue that but for the services and the sacrifices
of the Army none of the other Services could have been developed, and that the
other Services owe their existence to the Army. '

None of the points developed above can explain the present position of the
Military Service. ] ‘

It is necessary, therefore, to endeavour to discover any other arguments which
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might weigh against the introduction of a pension scheme for Officers. = There are
two arguments which one hears used : —

(1) The cost of pensions to a poor State.

(2) The fact that some people think that an Army may be unnecessary at some
future date—not specified.

Number (1) is an argument which must receive serious consideration from every-
one interested in the State’s finances, but it is an argument equally sound when
used against any or every pension scheme. It is as sound when used against pen-
sions for the Judiciary, the Civil Service, the Postal Service, or the Police, as it is
when used against the Army. Doubtless it received full and careful consideration
before pensions were sanctioned for each of these Services; yet it was overruled,
and it was decided that justice and economy dictated the pensionable Service.
Should not the same policy apply to the Army? Is the State financially in a
worse position than when these pensions were allowed by the Irish Government?
In reply :co this question T will quote the highest legislative and financial authority
in the Irish Government. Speaking in the Déil on July 6th, 1927, President Cos- |
grave stated: * The position of the country financially is as sound as it was this
time last year, and as it was the year before and ten years ago.” Everyone will
accept the President’s word that the financial position is as sound when pensions
were issued to other services.

Now the second argument, that at some date an Army may be unnecessary, is
scarcely an argument against pensions for services rendered. A pensions scheme
merely lays down what an individual is entitled to after so many years’ service. If
a Service is disbanded, the members get the financial equivalent of the number
of years served. In my opinion this argument rather strengthens the claim for a
pension scheme. Cannot a Pension Act be passed defining the proportion of annual
pay which will be granted as pension for each year of service? Would not such
an Act facilitate reduction in strength or disbandment?

I suggest, therefore, that after a careful review of all the circumstances any im-
partial observer will agree that the Military Officer should be earning a pension, as
is the case with all other servants of the State. Moreover, I believe that a con-
tinuance of the present position will not produce efficiency. The success and
progress of an Army depends on individual discipline and efficiency. ~ Perfect
discipline and efficiency are incompatible with instability and restlessness. Genuine
efficiency cannot be expected in an Army where the individuals each and all have
their eyes fixed on the civilian horizon for a civilian appointment which would

mean stability, nor \_vill the prospect of a pensionless future attract the very best
type of young men into the Service as Cadets. =
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THE ARMY JUMPING TEAM.

By Masor L. Hoorax, Director Transport.

IN considering the part played by the Army Jumping Team, at Ballsbridge,
Olympia and Lucerne, one must not lose sight of the circumstances under which
the team was got together, and of the short time it has been in existence.

About April of last year it was decided that, as the Royal Dublin Society had
made arrangements for International Military Jumping Competitions at their
Show in August, a team representing the Irish Army should compete. The first
horse of a team of six was purchased during the first week of May, and the last
about fourteen days prior to the Show. As horses were purchased they
were entered for and competed in several provineial Shows, a procedure
which helped to advance the training of the horses, and gave experience to
the riders. When the time for the International Competitions arrived it was felt
that if the Irish team made a reasonably good display it would be the most that
could be expected. Their own inexperience and the fact that they were com-
peting against Armies that had years of training in Military Horse Jumping, pre-
cluded more ambitious expectations. To the surprise of most people, the Irish
team secured second and fourth prizes in the first Competition, and second in the
Agha Khan Cup. The immediate effect of this was that all the provincial Show
Committees issued invitations to the team ; several were accepted, and prizes were
won at each. Such Show courses comprise banks, stone-wall, water, hedge, and
gate jumps.

About January of this year it was decided to train for the International Com-
petitions at Olympia, and timber fences were erected in the riding school at McKee
Barracks, on the Olympia plan. The Irish team was thus tackling an entirely
new type of jumping, a type which I would venture to say had never been seen or
practised in Ireland before. This was long and tedious work and required a good
deal of patience on the part of the rider, and good temper on the part of the
horse. The training was carried on up to June (when the team proceeded to
Olympia), and considerable progress was made, but the riders were handicapped
byv the fact that they had never seen the competitions at Olympia, and that the
riding school at McKee Barracks was too small to serve as a successful imitation of
the Olympia enclosure. L !

When the team had competed in their first Competition at Olympia they at once
realised two things:—First, that the type of horse suitable for the Irish Show
courses was most unsuitable for Olympia, and vice versa (the big-striding horse
trained to jump Irish banks at *‘ a fair hunting pace,”’ finding it difficult to nego-
tiate timber fences of varying heights and at different angles without knocking a
chip); secondly, they were competing with a team of four horses against other
Armies with numbers of horses varying from ten to fifty from which to select. On
account of the numbers competing, the standard of jumping was naturally very
high, and no horse obtained a prize without doing a clear round. The best round
of the Irish team was done by ‘‘ Glasslough "’; this animal completed the course
with half a fault or, in other words, displaced a chip and yet did not secure a prize.

It appeared to me that the type of animal suvitable for Olympia is an aged horse
that has had considerable schooling over a course of a similar nature ; even then it
will be lucky if it gets a prize without having competed on two or three occasions.

When the team reached Lucerne, they found an absolutely different course and
a different method of jumping and ‘‘ marking "’ from the Olympia system. The
fences at Lucerne were mostly big, bold fences dotted over a small open course,
in various positions and at varying angles. They varied in numbers for different
competitions from eight to sixteen and were so placed for each competition that
a horse had to practically jump an entirely new course. They consisted mostly of
timber of varying heights, i.e., walls with timber in front and on top, banks with
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timber on either side, roads with fences on each side, railway crossings, water with
timber on either side, ete., ete.

The marking varied for different competitions according to -the regulations for
each. Some competitions were marked on time plus faults, others were marked
on faults with a minimum time to complete the course, and others were marked
on faults only, except in the case of a tie when the horse that completed the course
in the shortest time was given theé prize. ~ On account of the ‘time-plus-faults
marking, ‘tactics enter a good deal into the Competitions.  For example, a
French horse completes the course in 1 min. 50 secs., with two faults, the next
Swiss rider tries to complete the course in 1 miin. 45 secs., with perhaps four faults.
For this reason, the country with the largest number of horses has a much better

Capt. Harty on * Mac an lolair,” taking a Water Jump at
the Military International Jumping Competitions in Switzer-
land.

[By kind permission of The Irish Home Journal.

chance of getting a first prize than the country with the smallest number, apart
altogether from the fact that numbers count in any individual competition. The
Irish horses jumped very well in same of the Competitions, and were rather un-
lucky to secure only minor prizes, but it was evident that both the riders and
horses required more training and more experience at this type of jumping.

At Olympia the majority of the first prizes were divided between the French and
British, the French securing the larger number. At Lucerne they were divided
between the French ‘and Swiss, the French again getting first place. It was gene-
rally agreed by the foreign Ofticers competing at both Olympia and Lucerne that
the French Army have the best all-round team in Europe this vear, and from what
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one could observe, this is mainly due to their consistent training.  Their main
object was to get a horse to clear each fence consistently with the least possible
effort, the result being that they invariably succeeded in getting two or three horses
to do a clear round in every competition. On the other hand, it was quite a com-
mon thing at Olympia to see an Italian or a Pole jump brilliantly over six fences
and crash at the last gate. , '
The year 1927, at Ballsbridge Show Ground, saw in the main event a combina-
tion of the Irish hunting obstacles, and the timber jumps of Olympia and the
Continent. Again, though one of our riders received special mention and prize for
the best ro_qnd—49 out of a possible 50 marks—we were unable to maintain this
form. . It will require years of experience to enable horses and riders to maintain

a consistently high level in what may be described as a hybrid type of Irish-
Continental jumping. .
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NOTES ON AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS
OF TARA.

BY
L.S. GOGAN, M.A., National Museum.

ONE does not need to have a very extensive acquaintance with either Irish litera-

ture or Irish history to realize how largely Tara loomed in the national outlook
of former generations. Beginning as the seat of the Kings of North Leinster it
rapidly attained a position of pre-eminence, ‘thanks to the progressive spirit of the
great Connacht dynasty which aimed at monarchical control of all thei sland. Having
first spread their aegis over Westmeath, and made Uisneach their chief centre, the
Connacht Kings rapidly extended their sway over the northern and eastern terri-
tories. Tara presented many advantages. It gave easy access to the provinces ;
it was naturally a strong and easily-defended position ; there was water in abundance,
and the district was the most fertile in Ireland. From the time of Cormac Mac Airt
onwards it came to symbolise the idea of monarchy and national unification. It
was so to Brian Béirmhe (who styled himself ‘‘ emperor ) in the eleventh century,
while in the eighteenth and early ninteenth century we find modern Irish poets
lamenting the deserted state of Tara as symbolic of the enslaved condition of the
nation. These aerjal photographs give a good idea of the present condition of the
hill, and help one to realize the imposing character of the structures which once
ornamented the summit.

(1). Aerial photograph of Tara showing the great enclosure of R4th na Riogh
dating from the reign of Cormac Mac Airt in the latter half of the third century.
The conjoined raths in the centre are respectively Teach Cormaic (Cormac’s House)
and the Foradh (the Dais) near the vallum. On the summit of the former are the
statue of St. Patrick and the phalloid monolith called the Lia Rail (wrongly trans-
lated * Stone of Destiny’). *The latter originally stood beside the Dumha na nGiall
or Mound of the Hostages which may also be seen in the photograph on the long
median of the Rdth na Riogh, near the vallum. Just outside is Rath na Seanadh
or Rath of Synods, adjoining the modern church.

(2). Aerial photograph of the northern slope of Tara showing from left to right

- part of the vallum of Rdth na Riogh, the Rédth na Seanadh (notice how its vallum

has been thrice cut across by modern walls), and the ruinous remains of the Teach
Miodh-Chuarta or House of Central Visitation so called in reference to the Triennial
Session held at Tara. These remains are represented by the two parallel straight
lines extending from Réth na Seanadh and intersected towards the entrance by the
road.

. Aerial phot h of the north-western slope of Tara showing the Teach
Miggh-éhuarts (ato%::)xt)), Rdth Grdinne or Rath of Grainne (daughter of Cormac
MacAirt), and the sharply-sloping wooded declivity called the Claon-fhearta or
Sloping Graves where Diinlaing Eanna Niadh, a prince of Leinster, put thirty of
the ladies of Tara to death one Samhain Eve during Cormac’s reign.

The phot hs, taken by the Army Air Corps, show the great value of this type
of photggm;ir;‘i)n surveyingyancient remains. A bird’s eye view so obtained affords
a very convenient method of tracing the outline of former earthworks—as the change
in the colour of vegetation (consequent on the old disturbance of soil) is very notice-
able from above and may entirely escape observation at close quarters.
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‘WHY WE NEED A DEFENCE FORCE.

By CoMMANDANT D. BRYAN.

1. The Defence Force* is too costly as a National ornament. It is too costly as
an armed reserve to an unarmed police. But, it is not too costly as an Army for
the defence of the Saorstat if it can be established that it is essential to and efficient
for the Defence of this State, and, before it can become efficient, the realisation
of its necessity must be complete and unqualified. It is to establish that it is
cssential that the considerations hereinafter submitted have been prepared.

In the Saorstat, until recently, the case for the existence of an Army has been
based almost entirely on the need for the preservation of internal order. Lat-
terly, occasional and rather vague references have on a few occasions been made to
the possible development of external events which might affect the Saorstat mili-
tarily, but these events have, on the whole, been regarded as contingencies 80
remote as not to merit serious consideration at the moment. - In this article it is,
however, submitted that the reasons for a Saorstat Defence Force may be divided
into two general categories:—

(a) Those connected entirely with problems of internal order, and
(b) Those connected with external developments of a nature likely to affect
the Saorstat (and which, if historical precedents repeat themselves,
as they often do, may, under certain circumstances, affect the internal
order of the Saorstat).
2. Internal Order.

It is not proposed to deal with the guestion from the purely internal order poin
of view, beyo_nd stating that when the external contingencies are examined in
detail, they will be found to be so much more important that it will be immediately
apparent that if any attempt is made to maintain a Defence Force to deal with
t}le external cont.lngencies, it will be more than adequate to deal with any situa-
tion tl;at may arise as a result of internal disorder. It is also advisable to direct
attention to the hlgl{ly u}ldesirable state of affairs existing in certain countries
Whel:e. armies owe their raison d’etre to or at least suffer from what might be called
the internal order complex,”’ and to suggest that although this mentality is
primarily due to an internal state of instability arising from other causes, the

cultivation of the idea in any State that the first or main d i I

! ¢ \ uty of its army is the

g;iiirr;ataon of internal order, may not 'be good either for }t’,he Army or State
ed. . : 7

3. External Contingencies.

(a) Geographical. The question of external milit ’ iy

i : ; ary contingencies 18 rather
dxﬁicu{)t to deal with, and has not previously receiveti'y attentioxgl. It can, how-
e stated at once that these contingencies primarily arose out of the Saor-
stat’s geographical position in its relation to the maritime trade route:

v 4% l 5 of the WOl'ldy
z:;:l tll‘:)t tgl its political or international status. It has not matter:d to Belgium
ether she was a dependency of Spain or Austria, or an independent nation with

her neutrality guaranteed by the Grea i
! d t Powers; in ev b her terrl-
tﬁna'{i,o ::ct;\;s; ?ifo its pe;guhatxil shigltlegical position, betweenegeggznglvla;’nd G(a'a‘rermlm
) minating the English Channel, has becom f th rincipal
t::::tr(;:s olf) cotperatlons_. Ireland too has been involved in sorfmeo\:':yoin aﬁ 'Fhe great
ggles between Britain, France and Spain for maritime supremacy. Irishme?

en:rrg,: tc.;::k;‘eggg:c:hi‘:rc: ” and not “‘ Army ”’ is used because it will be quite appar
oy e g s at, for the contingencies described, a well-balanced combination
; arine Forces, and not merely a Field Army will be needed.
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may believe that France and Spain encouraged us to become involved in these
struggles because of a sentimental interest in the cause of our National liberty;
the real motive will assuredly be found in the fact that, to use the words of Admiral
Mahan, the eminent American thinker on the Science of Naval Strategy: *‘ Ire-
land, by geographical position, lies across and controls the communications of
Great Britain with all the outside world save only that considerable but far from
preponderant portion which borders the North Sea and Baltic.’’ Mahan, when
he wrote these words, was only dealing with the relation of Ireland to Great Bri-
tain, but recent events have made everybody in this country aware that it is im-
possible to fly from America to any, except the Mediterranean countries of Europe,
without touching or passing close to Ireland, and a very short examination of a map
indicating the trade routes of the world will satisfy those interested that Mahan’s .
description can also be applied to Ireland’s relation to the trade routes of all other
European countries with the exception mentioned. At the moment, when the
recent Geneva Conference on Naval Disarmament is fresh in the minds of every-
one, it is hardly necessary to stress the extent to which trade routes and the capa-
city of Naval Forces to control them figured in the minds of the delegates to the
Conference, but it may be stated that it was made quite plain that the factor on
which depended the actual life of maritime States was their capacity to safeguard
trade routes vital to them. In this connection, it is not necessary, in view of
recent events, to stress the importance of Ireland in relation to Trans-Atlantic
aerial routes. :

~(b) Historical.t+ Tt is quite apparent that we in the Saorstat have lost sight of
its geographical and historical relation to Europe. The reasons for this are not far

. to seek. The principal reason arises out of our historical concentration on internal
events ; others arise out of the situation during the European War. The prevailing
opinions of the world with regard to questions of international affairs and war are

still largely based on impressions formed during that war, and in Ireland this has
led to a fixation of false ideas. ~ The attention of Irishmen was so particularly con-
centrated on internal matters from 1914, that they lost sight of the very consider-
able extent te which the submarine war was fought out off the Irish coast and in
adjacent waters. - But a more important factor is that the geographical position of
Germany with Great Britain lying across and controlling her communications with
the outer world (just as Mahan states Ireland does in the case of Britain) confined
the principal activities of the hostile fleets to the North Sea, as in the Dutch wars
of the seventeenth century. The result is that the Irish coast figured only in sub-
warine and mining activities with the solitary exception of the incidents in Tralee
Bay in April, 1916. This, however, should not blind us to a realisation of the
importance of the Irish coast. The Allies, during the European War, were never as
near despair as in the period which the Naval Authorities called the black month
of April, 1917, when 1,000,000 tons of shipping was sunk. Of the great centres
of submarine activity in which this destruction was wrought, the most important
was the area running from the South Irish Coast to the Brittany Peninsula with
the area round the North Irish Ccast and running via the North Channel into the
Clyde, Mersey, ete., a hardly less important centre of such activities.

Briefly, as the Irish coast is to-day in the eves of the world, but in particular of
the British, Americans, French, and Germans, so it has been in the eyes of the
soldiers, sailors and statesmen of the days of Phillip’s Armada, or when Louis XIV.
pitted France against the combined might of Europe. An old ballad has made

tWhen referring to the general lack of knowledge of this aspect of Treland’s history, it
must be admitted that no standard work deals with it. Professor Seamus Hogan issued
one volume of a study of ' Ireland in the European System,’” and it is to be hoped that
as the events which interrupted his work are no longer operative, further volumes of
this study will be forthcoming.
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us all familiar with the fact that a French Fleet was once in Bantry Bay, but few
realise that this was only an incident in the mighty struggle between the new
French State and Great Britain. Similarly, Americans, when reading of Bantry,
Valentia, etc., are only renewing acquaintance with places familiar to their sailors
under Admiral Sims in 1917-"18, equally well known, a century and a half previous,
to their great naval hero, John Paul Jones, and not unfamiliar to their commerce
raiders in the war of 1812. A little study of Irish history and its consideration from
the point of view suggested ought to convince anyone of the-exceptional importance
of Ireland in relation to questions of maritime and naval power. Having arrived
at this stage, the natural sequel ought to be an examination of Ireland’s relation to
these mighty problems and how such problems are likely to affect the Saorstat in
peace and, more particularly, in war.

IV. Defence Aspect of Commonwealth Status.

The most important factor in the Saorstat’s relation to present-day international
problems is the international agreement between the Saorstat and the British
Government by which specific maritime rights in time of peace, extended in time
of war, are guaranteed to the British Government. This agreement must cer-
tainly have a profound and far-reaching effect on the viewpoint of strategists when
considering the Saorstat position in the event of maritime conflict.

In these days, when we hear so much of our position as a State in the British

Commonwealth of Nations and in the League of Nations, it is desirable to con-

sider the bearing of our position as a member of both these bodies on our Defence
Problems. We_ must not lose sight of the fact that our position as a member of
both these bodies was primarily made possible by the attitude which Canada,
Australia, ete., adopted to their Defence problems. Taking this consideration

first, it must be borne in mind that the status of Canada, Australia, etc., has

enormously changed since 1914, and it is submitted that as far as the international

aspect is concerned, this change is entirely due to their having in the decade before

the war first taken over entire responsibility for their land and later for their local

naval defences. The scope of this article does not permit of a detailed examina- -
tion of this question, but the fact remains that in August, 1914, with the one

exception® of certain British troops in South Africa, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand, were absolutely responsible for their home defence, and this fact was

recognised by the nations of the world. Without entering into explanati
y the . anations as t0
why the Australian Government felt that they would be%t secur?the dominance

of the white race in Australia (the fundamental princi .
: g principle of their defence olicy)
or the motives that similarly led New Zealand, Canadg, ete., to send Expe%it.ion-

ary Forces to Europe, we come to the period at which the Peace Conference was

assembling and questions of representation both in the P d the
Lgag}lel of Nations had to be decided. Lloyd Geor(;e, ei?lceagcoo?-fle;::: ev:iltlh the
p:mcll]: eds on wtl:)wh he had obtained Expeditionary Forces from Canada, Australia,
etc., had now to support their demand for representation in these assemblies, and

as the Continental Powers and the United St incli ]

1 ates were inclined to object, their
case sxéﬁceeded, (;m_t so much on theoretical questions of their internatioxgal status,
a:f o:; e grounf t}l;xat these States had on their own initiative made as big a8 War
i uostr:lsi;‘:ngag si:dsfgan 1:{“1'0!;191311 States, and in fact that more Canadians an
A . died in action than Americans. These fact tated to
have little application to the question of our need for a S:f:néga%"ogce:e,s t?ut‘ our

international status as provided for in Clause 1 both of the Treaty and Constitu-

*i = 2 .

dragrx ‘:l[fdt(;hiogg}fle:g ica’s attitude on the outbreak of war, all British troops were with-

an agreement was arri:eger: e’}‘,t'lrely handed over to the South Africans. After the War
at which provided that although the British would continue

use certain harbours, th X -
the South African Defe:&még:c":;‘"my for their land defences was left in the hands of
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tion is based essentially on that obtained on these grounds by Canada and Australia,
ete. This consideration is urged with a view to showing to what extent interna-
tional status exists on capacity to assert and defend it by force, and although it is.
not suggested that our Forces would be used in the same way as those of Canada.
or Australia, the general application of the principle holds.

Having examined the conditions under which Commonwealth status was.
cbtained, it now remains to see how it affects the defence problems of States hold-
ing it. The position broadly stated is that all States in the Commonwealth are:
absolutely responsible for not merely the preservation of internal order in their
States, but for their'defence against external aggression whether Military or Naval.
Considerations have been urged in this article to show that under certain circum-
stances the local defence of the Saorstat can become a live problem, and if we
cannot maintain our own local defences our whole Commonwealth status will tend
to decline.

V. Neutrality Issue.

Discussions in the D4il and elsewhere would indicate that in the past year certain
persons have realised that the factors referred to in para. IV. would, in the event of
war, decisively affect our position, and they have accordingly made suggestions
that measures should be taken to have the neutrality of this state guaranteed pre-
sumably on the basis that we would disarm except for purposes of internal order.
Apart from the impracticability from any point of view of this suggestion, it is.
obvious that an exaggerated value is given to peace-time guarantees of neutrality,
and that a grave misunderstanding of the position of neutral countries during the
European and previous wars exists. The outstanding example of a country’s
neutrality guaranteed internationally is Belgium, and the results should not create:
enthusiasm. A brief examination of the position of the neutral small countries
(Switzerland, Holland, and the Scandinavian nations) during the war is also desir-
able. Quite recently a prominent public man has, in referring to this question,
asked : ‘‘ Could we not save ourselves as Holland did? ’’ evidently in the belief
that with some change in our status we would be free from all responsibility of
entanglements in international conflicts. How, in fact, did Holland save herself?
By putting 500,000 men under arms on the outbreak of war and keeping them on
guard on her frontiers until after its termination, and in addition preparing, in
extremity, to indulge in the time-honoured if desperate expedient.of flooding por-
tion of their country in its defence. Similarly, Switzerland mobilised its army to
guard its frontiers, and in addition placed complete executive power in the hands
of its military chiefs. The position of the Scandinavian countries was similar
with this development, that they more or less reverted to the historical expedient
of forming a league to preserve their interests as neutrals. Denmark, a country of
about the same economic and man-power resources as the Saorstat, immediately
put 70,000 men under arms in addition to using its Naval Service to mine and
guard its territorial waters. In Sweden, universal military service suddenly
changed from an accepted theory to an absolute practice, and in Norway somewhat
similar measures were taken. The common action of the Scandinavian Powers
had much to do with safeguarding their position right through.  As illustrating
this point one outstanding incident may be cited. The Americans were under-
taking the enormous work of attempting to close German submarines into the
North Sea by laying a mine barrage across 1t from .‘}cot!and to Norway. We are
informed in the official report of their planning section in Europe that considera-
tion was given to the necessity for having a base at the _Eastem en_d of the barrage
in Norway, but a foot-note states that when the polmcal reactions of such an
attempt on all the Scandinavian countries was considered, the project was aban-
doned.

It is hoped that a consideration of these facts will satisfy anyone that the small
non-aggressive powers of Europe are evidently convinced that their neutrality can
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be more assuredly preserved in time of war by their own armed strength than by
international guarantees, and that even if the hopes of certain persons as to the
Saorstat’s neutrality were realised, disafmament could not ensue because histo-
rical experience clearly establishes that defencelessness will never preserve a
country from aggression.

6. Possible Positions in Event of War.

Having established from historical precedent and geographical factors that the
Saorstat is likely to be affected by any great Naval conflict, and having also indi-
cated that the possible effects on the Saorstat of such a conflict are not likely to be
counteracted by either disarmament or changes in our international status or rela-
tions, it is necessary briefly to state what the actual situation in the Saorstat
during such a conflict will be, assuming that the Saorstat’s Treaty commitments
are recognised. The situation will be influenced almost completely by the extent
to which the Saorstat will have developed a Defence Organisation to meet it. If
the Saorstat has prepared a comprehensive defence scheme it will be able to take
over the complete protection of its coasts, and Great Britain will merely have to
get facilities under clause 7 (b) for the operations of her ships on the high seas.

Again, to visualise the problem from the opposite extreme, in the event of the
Saorstat seriously neglecting the development of its defence organisation, it is
possible that Britain would, for her own security, have to demand very wide facili-
ties. - When the erisis does arise, the true position will be anywhere between the
two extremes mentioned. The strength of the Forces necessary for the Saor-
stat’s defence will vary with the circumstances of the major conflict, but at all
times they will have to include Aerial’and Marine as well as Land Units. ~ The
land forces will supply the necessary protection to various vital points, such as
harboprs, iqd}xstrial centres, wireless and cable stations, ete., round the coast,
and, in addition, co-operate in the prevention of possible raiding parties getting
into the interior of the country. If the circumstances are such that raids in force
or something approximating invasion is feasible it will be necessary to hold: effec-
tively the important harbour, estuaries and other points giving entrance to the
country, and for this purpose it will be necessary to provide some fortifications in
peace, and certainly to be capable of improvising them in war. Aerial units will
gitrztll:;r:gdnot %n{)); to deal with actual attempts at raids by enemy squadrons,

probably primarily to scout for possible larger enemy movements at
s;ela. and to contlnqously reconnoitre and search for the activities of submarines or
the presence of mines in the waters adjoining the coast. Naval craft will be re-

quired to deal with submarine and ‘mining activities. for i A3
lastly, but most:. important, to keep the traﬂi% routes cle,ar gf ;ﬁggﬁsfzzze’g;le-
rally to supervise and control -merchant shipping. In addition, a Coast ‘Guard
would be necessary to co-operate with the other forces mentione,d in keeping the
whole coast line and adjoining waters under continuous observation. If Saorstat
Forces are able to undert'ake these duties, they will already have their supply
depots and reserve angt lines of communication throughout the interior of the
country. In .the evefit, k-gowever, of British troops having to undertake these
du_tlis, they will x_mt’bq satisfied to_maintain a number of detachments at various
Sommnicatioue by heling depels tad sverrct cyoolee, alliary seourity sad
: S and reserves at points in the interior of the
:oll:ntry. A force engaged on such duties will also, foll)' its own protec:ii)rxlzo have to
ake measures to prevent leakage of information as to its dispositions and acti-
v;::-cl)es, and cc;lnmderable care will have to be taken to prevent information getting
:} heu:n as to t : m(f)velrlnenf.s of shipping, both Naval and Mercantile, on the coast.
i i wave: e e i e o 5 oo, i i
fere with the ordinary activities of (t:h e S i have 10 tntel

civil as well as the military administraetig::o gfletl?: (loﬁl;erise generally with the
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VII. Why we should assume responsibility for Saorstat Defence.

When suggesting that the Saorstat should assume, as far as possible, responsi-
bility for its complete defence, it must be understood that Clause 7 (b) of the
Treaty makes this a question for mutual arrangement between the Saorstat and

_Great Britain. No difficulties need, however, be anticipated on this account be-
‘cause Britain’s policy is to encourage the States of the Commonwealth to assume

complete responsibility for their own defence so long as due facilities are made for
the necessary world-wide activities of her Fleets. During a discussion of this mat-
ter with an economically-minded taxpayer on one occasion, he suggested that as

" Britain must for her own security maintain certain defences here if the Saorstat

does not, that we should let her do so, and save the State the expense, and he
refused under any circumstances to see the matter in any other light. This gentle-
man who represents a common type of mentality, does not realise that if an army
or navy has in time of war to protect a country or district, it has, as briefly referred

"to in Para. VI., to interfere in the civil and even economic administration, and

in fact such a Force practically governs the area even when a wide and not narrow
interpretation is put on the expression ‘‘ govern.”

In Para. IV., reference has already been made to the connection between the
present status of States in the British Commonwealth and their capacity to defend

. themselves. Apart, however, from questions of status, it can be taken as axiomatic

that economic and civil follow military dependence. A certain incident in our
National history illustrates better than pages of theoretic disquisitions the general
dangers likely to ensue as a result of military dependence. In the days of Grat-
tan’s Parliament* Ireland enjoyed, for constitutional purposes, a very large mea-
sure of freedom. Without dealing with the constitution issues of the period, it is
sufficient to state that executive power was entirely vested in the hands of the
Lord Lieutenant and his Ministers or Departmental Chiefs who, although mem-

" bers of the Parliament, were often members of the minority in it. The Lord Lieu-

tenant was appointed by, and went in and out of office with the British Ministry,
and, as he exercised through the Military Branch of the Chief Secretary’s Office,
absolute control over the Forces in Ireland, once Parliament had voted certain
supplies, the result was that the British Ministry could influence and deal with the
military situation in Ireland as they thought fit. In due course, a British Pre-
mier (the Younger Pitt) appeared on the scene. He believed that for the better
welfare of Great Britain, the Irish State should be destroyed and made one with
Great Britain. All Irish histories agree in stating that after the Volunteers had
gone out of existence and other efforts had failed, he decided that a military situa-
tion should be created in Ireland which would frighten various prominent oppo-
nents of the proposed Union into acceptance of that measure. He succeeded in
both creating the situation and forcing the Union. Although the Saorstat Ministry
now enjoy complete executive power, in the event of the defence of the country

“being abandoned to the Forces of Great Britain, it cannot be imagined that their

Executive power will extend to such forces. The British Ministry would, there-
fore, be in a position to influence the military situation in the Saorstat as they did
in the days of Pitt. > : " ;

Those who may feel inclined to view this matter from the purely economic stand-
point of the taxpayer should carefully consider the general results of outside
military control in view of the particular results in the instance quoted. -

VIII. Tt is hardly necessary to point out that it is obviously impossible adequately

to treat such an important subjeet in an article of this kind, but it is hoped that

the propositions submitted will be further considered both by Officers and by those
who can in any way influence the poliey of the State. These propositions should
interest Officers because they will assist them in forming views as to the future

"~ +The whole Grattan Parliament epoch is another example of constitutional liberty and

economic prosperity following military independence.
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work of the Army ; and at the moment, when it is beginning to be generally realised
that without definite views on questions of policy, it is not possible to apply the
requisite driving power to the solution of various problems, it is particularly desir-
able that Officers should have views on our probable future uses. It is likewise
absolutely necessary that those who control the destinies of the Army should more
fully examine this question, because, to quote an anonymous British writer :
“ All Naval and Military preparations for war must depend upon a clear apprecia-
tion of the purposes for which the Forces of a Nation are intended to be employed.”’
Without this ** clear appreciation >’ on the part of those in control, the definite
views on policy will not be possibie, and without them the ‘‘ driving force '’ pre-
viously referred to cannot be applied to the performance of their various duties
by the Departments of the Army, or will be applied in wrong directions. Lastly,
but by no means least, it is essential that the general public should have some
appreciation of these problems. Unless they have, it will be impossible for any
Government to maintain a force capable of dealing with the contingencies de-
seribed. It is realised that the circumstances under which the need for the De-
fence Force may (or rather will some day) arise are somewhat complex, and pos-
sibly not as easily appreciated as in most countries, and for this reason the public
may not so readily see why they are needed—at least for the reasons suggested in
this article. Bearing in mind, however, that *‘ the laws of History are as immut-
able as the laws of Nature,”” we will again take an incident from the history of
another country which may serve as a warning. The United States, having estab-
lished their liberties and consolidated their position at the end of the eighteenth
century, and having no outstanding quarrels with any power, saw no occasion for
the maintenance of an army or indeed a Navy; yet within thirty years they were,
owing to similar complex circumstances, to become involved in the mighty struggle
between Britain and Napoleon. A war ensued during which a British Expedition
of only 8,500 men succeeded in burning Washington, their capital, and other-
wise devastating portion of the States. We have not, of course, a mercantile
marine to be interfered with in distant seas, which was the cause of the United
States becoming involved in the war, but as against that our own shores and
adjoining waters are right on the scene of all such conflicts. The outlook of the
population and governing classes of the United States at the time was also similar
to that of the Saorstat at present. ‘All minds were concentrated on constitutional
and internal administrative and economic problems, and, although the importance
of these questions is granted, let us hope that we will not, like the Americans,

concentrate on them to the exclusion of all el i
s Sl crkatroil: else until we are rudely awakened by

AP

MORAL COURAGE.
The greatest of all is moral courage. It is a com

: arativel hing to face a
a‘z;;lllé]?lve a(i;);?i I%Enfd have been unafraid—but, 011)1, it is aydﬁgisguft,lﬁrgyh?g :hing
ik b otE. ght for one’s ideas and ideals in a world that is all too eager to
Ask the men who have blazed the wav for civilisati 2
thes most gfea'dful ordeal of all was the ?Zer?;gcg}ﬂ;izh:;% z:ind they’ll tell you that
mpathy 1s a ne i :
littlg o? it rve tonic. But the man who advances a new idea gets very
Convictions aren’t hard to acquire. To -
: - - stand by th i :
o Sy cograge is largely a matter of nerves,yratflrel:- li?;lla’:lq:fltz::v: aE‘yl\./loraﬂ
o‘ﬁ:ggei(:s;oeeseml:olsﬂf:‘igded %n iharacter, faith, the spirit of the conqueror.
\ an
whe brives the feees convengo 3 uaS_a, better way, who knows he is right, and

knee to his daring.—JEROME P. mesn::ﬂ_ they give ground and finally bend the
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A PLEA FOR A HOBBY

By Major J. P. M. CoTTER.

T HE Irish, as a nation, have achieved a reputation for wit and humour. It is

alleged that as a nation we are losing our sense of humour. I am not con- -
cerned at the moment with the extent to which the allegation is true—suffice it to
say that it has been asserted from within that we are unnecessarily ceasing to be
a mirth-making nation, and that the laughter now heard most frequently in public
life is the hollow laugh of the law court when my lord unbends and delivers him-
self of a remark intended to be mildly jocose. At a summer-session of the School
of Irish Learning, twenty years ago, one of the students was a taciturn, icy Celt
from overseas. One evening late he thawed, and in mellow accents expressed the
opinion that the sense of humour should be fostered by the Gaelic Lague if our
language was to be revived without disturbing the psychic equipoise of the nation.
He added that he himself edited a humourous journal in the interest of his own
tongue. In a struggle for liberty and achievement of national ideals an apprecia-
tion of the sense of proportion, with all its implications, may readily be lost.

As with the nation, so with the individual. If the latter concentrates too much
on any one line of action he may lose perspective and become a monomaniac—the
genius of a fixed idea. The normal individual is interested, in varying degree, in
all the activities of mankind, sees-himself and his work in proper perspective, and
is under no illusion as to his proper relationship to the rest of the universe. He has
the sense of proportion developed, and any deviation from the fitness of things
-appeals to his mirth.

Among the subsidiary interests of the average individual there is usually one
which appeals to him in a special manner. It may be an intellectual pursuit, e.g.,
the study of a language, or it may be a physical pleasure, ¢.g., the playing of a
game. ' Whatever his hobby, he seeks it when relieved from his daily round, to
return with renewed vigour and zest to his usual occupation.

The routine of military life affords the opportunity, as it creates the necessity
for developing a hobby. A moderately long spell of military duties even under
the most favourable conditions can produce a feeling of fatigue, while a similar
spell following in association with the appropriate combination of horses, hounds
and fox, though involving much greater physical strain, is like a visit to Tir-na-nOg.
In the case of mental effort, the intellectual pastimes of some may appear drier
and of less human appeal than the cancelled sections of the Defence Forces Aect,
and may involve greater toil than a close study of many Acts; yet the enthusiast
rises from his pursuit mentally invigorated and refreshed.

A hobby should not be worked to death or its possessor becomes a bore, and the
hobby, instead of acting as a counterpoise to more serious avocation, and preserv-
ing the balance which is so essential for the outlook associated with the normal,
usurps the place of all other subjects in the thoughts and conversation of its victim.
‘Who would not be just as well pleased to be done to death at the hands of a friend
by endless references to ‘* shop,” as by the reiterated jargon of the links or the
repeated reminiscences of a modern centaur?

A hobby judiciously used is really a necessity for the average man if he is to re-
main (:n:gfj;ny alerf,yand develop all his faculties to the utmost. The choice is
simply a matter for the bent of the individual. The number of suitable subjects
is legion, for they represent all the sub-divisions of human knowledge and activity.
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The selection may be kindred to daily professional work or at the other extreme.
The chief point is to have one. - As possessing special appeal for Officers of the
Trish Army, particularly those in the isolation of an outpost, the following subjects
are suggested :—Irish language, Trish topography, Irish history, Irish folklore
(which is receiving a special fillip at the moment), Irish geology, either from an

‘industrial point of view or with special reference to pre-historic human activities,

Irish flora and fauna. It is not, of course, intended that choice should be limited
to one group of subjects; indeed it is desirable to have more than one secondary
interest, and to facilitate selection we can sub-divide hobbies into (a) indoor and
outdoor, (b) hobbies which suffice for the individual, and those which appeal to the
social instinet, (c) those requiring manual dexterity and skill, and those calling
for purely mental effort. Each of these sub-divisions includes two types of sub-
ject—the antithesis and yet the complement of each other, and on this basis a
choice of hobbie is to be recommended. From the above classification it will be
apparent that I did not quite agree with the genius who assured me he had four
h_obbies—Bridge, Poker, Solo and Nap. As an upright citizen he would have
rightly resented any query as to whether his activities embraced the two types of
hobby outlined in sub-division (). If you decide on mixed hobbies mix them on
the lines suggested above :—Spurs and plus four do not go well together.

Hobbies there are to suit every age at little cost. There are some that appeal
to the vigour of sturdy youth; others to the rotundity of later years. They may
incidentally be a source of profit, and in this connection it is unnecessary to refer
to the _modest beginnings of many a successful philatelist: and fret-worker. In
!z‘ater life you may even form a subject of conversation for honest burghers : —

What is that old gentleman with the field glasses doing? ““ That, sir, is an
omltholo-gxsij bird-nesting.” “ And the other with the net? *’  ‘‘ That is an
etomologist ‘hunting butterflies.”” *‘ There they go, hale and hearty, enjoying

their. army pensions, full of the joy of life, each completing a collection as pre-

cious in his eyes as a rare antique to the collector, or a rare work of art to the con-

noisseur. ~ They have been at some such fad all their lives, and their bank balances

are none the worse of their enthusiasm. T ‘
el g hey hdve been saved from many

Apart from the benefit to the individual by way of inézrease of knowledge or of

‘income, there is always the possibility of adding to the general store of human

learning through discovery, and there is the certainty i
preserving a level outlook on the affairs of h?e(tzf Py S atiing onssell 40 -

The individual nowadays has so man jali is di
nal ne y commercialised amu ts at his dis-
ggzginthat ghe 1Sg;>8mgt t:llf POWTr of amusing himself, and in coslfslgsgeicaé te:ldS to
e a grumbler a e realities of life. Tt is refreshing i g b
days to hear 10£ a grumbler who can grumble and atetlile: sﬁ%elr‘;igleess(ilgwibiggahz
a\pprclflflta‘s t flO hun'ﬁ.tness of thlpgs. We have all heard of the honest citizen who
9f0mp mnet obt e high cost of living at 1/4 per glass. By all means let us grumble,
IR :{):]arxi];}sm; 1 ut }l::t usbleam to laugh at the same time. This is not a plea for
a4 wa?';lng herit.h utbfor a restoration of the normal laugliter which should
his outlook by ind?xalginyg ﬂliodoo‘ieril:z(l);gi?l th% S-?fial body. The man who broadens
0 ely. in subsidiary interests i i is - in
helping to restore the balance of the nation in itsl.}c;utlook sofl Lsmi(g:fe ha%%asi?sarim

will aid in restoring a wider appreciati i
goint. of vie.v.v which shows t.hl:al;n in tﬁ%?rogrzgzrf%cﬁl:hat AI?tany,thlggS ha_vevanothe’l:
oes mean ‘' Céad Mile Féilte.”’ i i gl
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SPORTING NOTES.

By Compr. C. MCALISTER.
LiEUuTENANT COUGHLAN'S SUCCESSES.

E have all heard with pleasure of the many successes of Lieutenant G.

Coughlan during the past athletic season. Since he came into public promi-
nence by winning the Half Mile Championship of Ireland in 1925, this Officer has
maintained a very high standard. It would hardly be an exaggeration to say that
his reputation as an athlete is now a European one.

Lieut. G. Coughlan (right) winning the 800 metres at Leipzig International Festival,
in August last.

Early in the season he was invited to big sports gatherings at Hanover and
Bremen in company with other Irish athletes. He was ~lutcr invited to the Inter-
national Carnival at Leipzig, where he met the best continental runners. At each
venue he was successful in the 800 metres event.

Perhaps the best commentary on his performances is the times he has recorded.
His first continental experience was at Hanover, where he ** clocl;ed_ ol | m. 59 s.
A few days later, at Bremen, he did 1 m. 57 s., and at the Leipzig festival his
time was 1 m. 56 2/5s. Good as these performances appear, they are all the more
remarkable because of the fact that Coughlan had a long and tiresome journey be-
fore each of the meetings mentioned. 5
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The accompanying photograph shows the desperate struggle at the finish of the
800 metres race at Leipzig. Coughlan has done credit to his name and rank, and
we heartily congratulate him on his splendid achievements.

GAELIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION FINALS.

In the recent finals of the Hurling and Football Championships, Army players
have been prominent both with the winners and the losers. At the Hurling Cham-
pionship no less than seven of our men took part. In this event perhaps the most
meritorious display was that of Pte. Martin Hayes, who has been playing senior
hurling for more than twenty years. Throughout the game, however, his play was

characterised by a dash and stamina which many of our younger players might
envy.

In the football final perhaps the most prominent men on the field were Sgts.
Doyle and Higgins of the Kildare team. The former has, in fact, been described as
one of the greatest footballers that the country has produced. This may seem ex-
travagant praise, but Doyle is at least the best man in his position to-day. He was
responsible for two vital scores. Higgins’ play in centre field was up to his best
standard. He seemed to dominate the game from the commencement, and many
of the experts are of opinion that it was in centre field that Kerry lost the game.

Corporal Goff for Kildare, and Capt. Brosnan for Kerry, two other Army players,
were also prominent throughout the game. :

Army players as a whole are to be congratuléted on the way in which they have
upheld the best traditions of the Gaelic Athletic Association. It would not be too
much to say that, in connjunction with the Garda Siochana, they have been
largely responsible for the revival and popularity of Gaelic games.

‘“ When the principle of honour and a sense of shame are firml ished in
the human heart, they operate more forcibly than the fear of deat¥1 ?'St:nlg are the
source of all great a.nd hqrm_c actions : the more elevated the class t(; which a man
belongs, _and his posmon. in it, the greater will be his exertions to gain the esteem of
the public. A man buried in obscurity is little affected by honour or shame ; the
desire of p_leasmg ceases, apd he degenerates into a Savage and approaches t:) the
state of animals : hence it is that gentlemen are in general more anxious and delicate
in what they suppose concerns their honour, than members of other classes ; instead

of depressing that class of men called soldi
possible should be used to raise and e}fa(.)lgirzs' et every el

sl . .as the difference of classes produces
glore to}f les,sf activity in the pursuit of those objects which are peculiar to I'zhem, SO
dls)ftfz(saren:l tfr(())mg(t)g::n ;? %r::%e;zl}lch stamps on the whole nation a certain character
depress them.” » some tend to promote honour and virtuge, others to

Major-General HENRY LLOYD,

: - (18th Century].
Quoted in Army Quarterly, July 1926, b

« ; y Colonel J. C. Fuller, D.S.0 dds :—
An honourable man is not only est. ;e er, D.S.0., who adds :
of honour creates a mutual cizigsoflzged by his fellows but by himself. His sense

Bty ation between societ - ihdividual
If the soldier is looked up to as the guardi il T lety and the individual-
be placed under such anpobli ¢ guardian of civil lib:rty and justice, then he will

ti i -
to gain their praise and gmt,g;, °f§,bY his fellow men that in war he will face death
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WATERPROOFERS AND
‘Waterproof Coats, Cycling
Overalls, etc. L

WE STOCK EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IRISH
MANUFACTURE.

i ety Boxing Gloves 15/6 o 30/ set.
CHAMPION HURLE' . HURLEY ;
BALLS, 5. 6d., 6. 6d., 7. 6d. each. Boots, 12/6. Slips, 1/3.

Golf Clubs made

Dublin Made
Footballs to Order and
22/6 and 15/6 Repaired on
each. Premises.
Jerseys, 'Boots, FRE]
Knickers, etc. S B et
Catalogues / Try Elvery's
on application, 9 X)w Gipsy Golt Ball.

45 and 48 Lr. O’Connell St.,DUBLIN.
34 Nassau St., »

78 Patrick St., CORK.
31 Conduit St., LONDON.

SOLID SILVER PRIZE CUPS
and BOWLS

(25 to 50 per cent. below Jewellers’
Prices).

Replica of ** Ardagh”’ Chalice. Made
by Irish Crafismen.

PRICES :
Width—6% inches £517 6
s i . 718 6
w —9% 1410 0
» —113 ., 2110 0

A large variety of Solid Silver Cups
from £1 upwards.

MEREDITH & CO,
Jewellers and Plate Dealers,
48 CUFFE STREET

(Stephen’s Green) DUBLIN.
Largest Selection of Sports Prises in Ireland.
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WINTER-READING.

“ T mend the fyr, and beiket me about,
Than tuik ane drink my spirits to ecomfort,
And armit me well fra the cauld thairaut.
To cut the winter-nicht and mak it short,
I tuik ane quair, and left all other sport,’” ete.

THUS a citizen of pre-Reformation Scotland—to be exact, good master Robert
Henryson, a schoolmaster of Dunfermline—describes his preparations for en-
joying a winter night towards the close of the 15th century—creature comforts,
and a ‘‘ quire *’ or book to read. ,

Soon the wild geese will come honking south and winter will be here. Re-
hearsal of the deeds of dog and horse and golf-ball, practical illustrations of doub-
ling one-no-trump, with discussions consequent thereon, and the demands of
social engagements will still leave some of the winter nights for reading. Our mili-
tary interests, unlike those of a large nation or a widely-flung empire, are not such
as to demand that reading-leisure should be entirely devoted to subjects of purely
professional interest ; we can, in a manner of speaking, temporarily turn the sword
into a plougshare in moments of relaxation. Tastes differ so widely—favourite
authors ranging from the collaborators in Sexton Blake to the epicists of the Tdin
bé Chuailgne—that it is difficult to make suggestions likely to meet with general
acceptance. Reference to Sexton Blake as indicating a type of detective story is
not intended to be derogatory ; such books indeed, like books of travel, give a good
healthy atmosphere and inculeate a love of physical fitness, of outdoor life, and
of moral rectitude and respect for law. If the complexity of society in the days
of Homer had permitted the advent of the detective story—a surviving fragment
of one not up to the standard of the much-maligned cheap-printed modern produet
would probably be venerated and treasured as a product of ancient genius. Such
stories certainly are healthier reading than most social novels and tales, ancient
?r anodem, and the healthy mind instinctively turns to them as healthy mental

ood.

If qne’s il}clinatioqs are tgwards light literature there is no need to whittle away
the leisure time of winter with the flimsy ephemereal social novel. The historical

novel is there in abundance, representing all 1 i
Snd Basie 16 notkte 3 g all ages from the ancient glories of Greece

1 i y Whilst not a substitute for history, and especially
:1}?%1 igfxdr;l};:a;}chl:g};vh.lt forms a very convenient system of consolidation after
istory itself can be an interesting winter course—either ; i .
one particular age or country, or in a generalized form. Isatilwlrle fl(i):’o%?\lrtli'gt:)cfmp:r-
ticular appeal to the Army of a country emerging from a struggle for ind‘ependence.
\Ye should keep our knowlef]ge of Irish history fresh—not to flaunt our ancient
woes and wrongs—but to be in a pesition to appreciate ourselves, and consequently
mf;;{} 2ppre§1at&on by others. ; -
mnter affords an opportunity of renewing our acquai i
ﬁfld of literature by rqferencg to any of the r%umerousq::aﬁfligget:;i?i::l?s cglzgfifgl
with thq subject. This applies more especially to our junior members, the forma-
tive pepod of whose culturgl education coincided with the War eriod, a time not
conduclve’to‘ ‘thg study of literature as such. For the stud ofp Irish Literature
Dr, Hyde’s ** Literary History of Ireland * forms a most faZcinatina t’ext-book——'
and nothing more appropriate could be suggested. It is richly provided with ex- .
tracts which in most instances have not suffered in the rocesy If)t lati In
this connection it must be mentioned th 5 e

Fo at the ‘ Li t ir. Mae-
Chlin is a very fine example of critical a::aly};?s inLIl:gﬁCht T i e
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In English literature we have-a brief compendium like Stopford Brooke'’s ‘* Text-
book of English Literature,”” and for the more ambitious, Saintsbury’s or Taine’s
‘‘ English Literature.”” Such text-books, in addition to giving a bird’s-eye view of
the subject, constitute a study in cause and effect, showing the influences that
moulded and changed the spirit of successive periods; in short, they are not only
text-books of literature, but records of social evolution. Thus England of the 18th
century had the soulless Correct School in literature ; then the spirit of the world
changed and revolutionary ideas sprang up which ultimately resulted, amongst
other things, in the American War of Independence, the French Revolution, and
'98. The literature of the Romantic School reflects this change, and we feel the
spirit of revolt especially, in the poets of that period. Burns’ ** Scots wha ha’e wi’
Wallace bled >> and Campbell’s *“ There came to the beach a poor exile of Erin,”’
are outstanding examples. A study of the mutual reaction between literature and
its environment is made in the text-books mentioned.

Text-books of French and other literatures are also readily accessible in trans-
lation. A perusal of any one of these reveals numerous points of literary contact
between us and our neighbours, and by showing the solidarity of literary art, helps
to disabuse us of the idea of the insularity of our own civilization.

It is sometimes difficult to decide what to read, but the time spent in a state of
indecision before a well-stocked book-case in the selection of a volume is not
wasted. One has been rapidly summarizing and comparing the relative merits of
the authors represented there—usually old friends. The same remark applies to
the period of lingering hesitancy at the bookseller‘s window before entering to make
a purchase. There are many guides to current literature; for instance, *‘ The
Literary Notes ** in the Sunday Independent, which forms a very convenient guide
for selection of what is best in the vast output of modern literature—more espe-
cially of such literature as pertains to Ireland. ;

There is a lot to be said for the old Scotsman’s preparations to cut the winter’s
night and make it short. The ** ane drink,”’ be it noted, is not an essential ingre-
dient in the prescription, and the schoolmaster of Dpnferrplu;e—good master
Robert Henryson—though he does not give its djmenguons, insists that he took
only ‘‘ ane.”’ Apparently it did not interfere with his studies.. for out of thgt
night’s reading came inspiration to write a work which keeps his name fresh in
the annals of English Literature.

R N

.’

REVIVE THE CELTIC PASTIMES!

The Trish throughout the world are not politically citizens of any single govern-
ment. They are a race separated by vast distances, and there is a looming peril
of separation in character through the influence of environment. This peril can be
lessened by perpetuating the traditions of the race. No popular method of pre-
serving racial traditions is more effective than pastimes. Around the Celtic games
cling the history of Ireland. Some of these field games are more ancient than any
institution now existing. Handball was played in the court of Queen Maeve.
Hurling was the people’s game in the reign of Brian Boru. If the youth of the
Irish race—in America, Australia, South Africa, Ireland, and elsewhere—play
the same games, the same mind will move the ’yvhole world-divided people toward
a common goal. Consanguinity is a strong tie; but the historian knows that
nations, like individuals, sometimes hate like brothers. But no people—although
under different political institutions, can misunderstand each other when they
play the same games. The importance of Celtic pastimes has been stressed by the
exhortation of Archbishop Harty of the diocese of Cashel, and the appeal of General
O’Duffy at a meeting in Dublin. Their opinion is fortified by the experience of all
time.—From The National Hibernian.
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The Writings of Patrick Pearse.

¢ Let us now praise men of renown, and our fathers in their generation.” Momentous
action by a nation on behalf of its ideals is usually associated in a relationship of
mutual influence with a corresponding intellectual movement. The intellectual move-
ment which helped to shape the events culminating in the Easter of 1916 found its
broadest expression in the activities of the Gaelic League. The premier literary
exponents of this movement were Patrick Pearse and Thomas MacDonagh. With
others they will be remembered because they made the supreme sacrifice. In
generations to come Pearse will be further remembered as a poet.

Like Davis he concentrated on the spirituality of patriotism. This is the out-
standing impression derived from a study of his works. As poet and prose-writer
he has produced—in Irish and in English—things destined to live because of this
spiritual outlook. He also wrote to meet the national needs of the passing hour—
as a propagandist pamphleteer—to send forth the trumpet call and steel men for
battle and death. Such works are instinct with a transient appeal to passion, but
in their day they served the purpose they were intended to serve.

In all his writings he reveals himself as a personality throbbing with one intense
emotion—love of country under God—a parallelism between the patriot-martyr
and the Redeemer being constantly suggested. He collected within himself all the
manifestations of the Gaelic spirit, ancient and modern, and vivified them with
the glow of his own mentality. He saw the instability of national ideals, nay, saw
that they were threatened with extinction by advancing Anglicization because of
listlessness or active treachery within, and the activity of the enemy without, and

finally came to the conclusion that the finger of fate pointed to the need of human
sacrifice for the redemption of our Gaelic world.

The evolution of this thought-process is relatively easy to follow in his works.
"I‘he angeh’c; innocence and happiness of childhood are the predominent feature in
lTosagan ”” and associated tales. The ‘‘ Mother and Other Stories’ recognises
that the realization of the ideals of the Gael is beset by many enemies, and there
1s a corresponding note of hardness and harshness in this work. This tl,lought pro-

gresses steadily through his verse (Lullaby and Lament) until its culmination in
the allegorical poem representing Ireland, lonel i s b 5
ful children. His plays and latgter » lonely and infirm, betrayed by her shame

1 e : /S poems reflect this view. MacDara, the hero of
h}lls play ‘‘ The Singer says :—** One man can free a nation as one Man redeemed
the world. I will take no plke, I will go into the battle with bare hands, I will stand
up before the Gall as Christ hung naked before men on the tree.” ’This refrain,
pr(.)phetlc. of}ns own fate, recurs in his writings. I give one more quotation from
this play :—** I seemed to see myself brought to die before a great crowd that stood
cold and silent ; and there were some that cursed me in their hearts for having

brought death into their houses. S
the sad wise faces of the dead ! Ande}c‘}lxedead i e

. : keening of women i 4

thg ;‘Ie)fi;gtmo ffrgand rf:irthﬁr cgotapon. We are heirs to the rxarfell%elrlilafln thailrzé which

) g Macliarais wrought. We should be the heirs of his spirit-
;l;l:;ilgf n;:l oty }? espair of the spiritual salvation—in theewiggsst (;ensls OF the
the Ireland Zf OII,le e ifrads his messag - The spirit of *“ Iosagan *’ breathes in
editorial columns materialisen Peo s, Juvenile organization pleaded for in the
nucleus of its literat Tltzles_—f.,em S permanent works should form the cultural
is no desire to bowdllu i hiey ik thir up patriotic enthusiasm in the young. There
is love of Ireland—rfcl;:z ; tfegork by suppression of his pamphlets. Pearse’s gospel
effect on the susceptible :ﬁnd o(f)fy}cfggansgciul%is writings, in view of their possible
intention of the author whose outlook (;n huma:i:yse,:g;tz(lll:% fgiﬁtg’usaggel (f:,l; the
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REVIEWS.

The Army Quarterly—The July number completes Vo. XIV. It contains the
winning Military Prize Essay, 1927 (under Captain Bertram Stewart’s Bequest)
and announces the subject selected for 1928. The 1927 Essay deals with Imperial
Defence. Attention is directed to the following extract from the Editorial on the
competition :—‘‘ It is pleasing to find among the (twelve) competitors a corporal
in an infantry Battalion in India.” The issue is very comprehensive in its survey
of military matters ranging widely in time and space. Needless to say mechanization
gets prominence in its pages. There is a résumé of the proceedings of the Prepara-
tory Commission for the Disarmament Conference—which met at Geneva in the
spring of this year for its third session. Notes on foreign war books, and reviews
and notes of recent books and articles on military subjects are lengthy ; the World
War supplies the greater part of the subject matter for this section. The general
seriousness of the book is relieved by the lighter vein of occasional narrative and
reminiscence interlude.

Vol. XIV. contains a extremely interesting article on the Roman Occupation of
Britain.  References to the expeditionary activities of Ireland during that period
throw a momentary flash on the mists of the centuries which are associated with
the Craobh Ruadh and the Fianna.

The Journal of the Royal Artillery—July 1927. The bulk of the contents is
technical—dealing directly with artillery matters. The ‘‘ Duncan Silver Medal
Essay 1926-27 ” deals with the changes that artillery organization must undergo to
keep abreast of modern progress. Certain aspects of the problem of mechanization
figure largely in this interesting Essay. ““ The Role of the Fortress in Modern War
»and ‘“ The Maintenance of our Fighting Forces in the Field ”’ are two articles of
wider scope, being lectures delivered at the Royal Artillery Institution.

The following extract from ‘' Chasing” may be of interest to Irish
readers :—‘‘ Punchestown used to be a great hunting ground for soldiers in the days
before the Free State came into being, and the Regiment was always well represented.
It is some years back since Bradbury’s ‘‘ Sloppy Weather ” won there, on the same
day as ‘‘ Covertcoat "—it was a pouring wet day, too. Recent exponents over
Punchestown have been Keith Dunn, Jack de Robeck, and I think the last gunner
to win a race there was Cavanagh. But unfortunately there is only one race there
now to attract soldiers, and until the Punchestown executive reduce the penalties
in the Governor-General’s Cup it will hardly bring them any entries from this side
of the water. It is a pity, for no more sporting meeting exists and there are a large

number of amateur riders’races.”

Bealoideas the Journal of the Folklore of Ireland Society established in Dublin
in January of this year states in the editorial to its first number that it has for its
object ‘ the collection of the traditional folklore of Ireland of which a considerable
amount still remains unrecorded, and is fast being lost with the passing of the old
people in all parts of the country.” Those who are interested in the study of Irish
are in a peculiarly happy position to assist the object of the Society. In our current
number a contributor dealing with the question of hobbies specifies the collection
of folklore as one outlet for any energy remaining surplus to official demands. .It
is to be hoped that the Army will give generous support to the Society and furnish
its quota of contributions to the pages of its Journal. The first number of Bealoideas
contains contributions from many whose names are household words in the linguistic
and cultural side of our nationality. Professor MacAlister analyses one of the three
sorrows of Irish Story-telling, ‘* The Fate of the Children of Tuireann” from the
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folk-lore standpoint, and though many may disagree with his gratuitous strictures
on Deirdre of the ‘‘ Fate of the Children of Uisneach” as a literary heroine—all
will applaud the erudite case he makes for a survival of the Cult of the Twin Brethren
in these tales. Most of the articles are provided with translations in English, and
a perusal of the journal affords an opportunity of studying a science which has a

cosmopolitan as well as a national appeal, and of maintaining an intimate contact
with Irish as a living tongue.

Published half-yearly by the Society at 1224 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin. 5/-.

The annual subscription for members of the Society is 7/6d. which entitles

them to receive free copies of the Journal for the year in respect of which the
fee is paid.

B Travelling Men,:’ by W. G. Dowsley has been described as a fascinating
Irish story equal to * 'I_(ldnapped.” There is a certain similarity in the setting of
the two tales—both being laid in Gaelic territory in a period of depression imme-
diately following on the failure of revolt against the common Saxon foe, and each
availing of the buoyancy of youth to relieve the prevailing atmosphere of gloom
and pessimism.

Travelling Men * gives us a glimpse of the social conditions that obtained in
Ireland in 1816—when the country was sinking in the abyss—the economic spolia-
!non at w_hlch the Union aimed being almost complete, whilst all hope of foreign
intervention had been abandoned with the overthrow of Napoleon.

ng famous literary men meet in the course of the narrative—Donnchadh Ruadh
MacNamara, the furbisher of Ban Chnuic Eireann Oigh, in the blindness of old
alxlge, on the brink of death, with his songs and satires and boisterous life behind

ug,lgnd George Borrow, in boyhood, on the threshold of his quest for adventure
and linguistic lore. Those of us who have made the acquaintance of George in
the harshness of his later years when his Anti-Papist monomania had fully de-
veloped in his gipsy tales will realize that the author of ** Travelling Men *’ has
belefn more just to this essentially lovable character than the autobiographer him-
self has been. He is here depicted in the softness of boyhood with its gene

: e X rous
zl;tlﬁlixsxasm. a‘!‘ldHlmpetuoslty. In “ Lavengro ’ 'Captain Borrow is made to say
s son: e kept very strange company when in Ireland.” <« Travelling

Men *’ depicts some of the strange company; Donnchadh Ruadh is one of them.

We see the future polyglot colporteur of the Bi i i i 1

. fu ) 1 e Bible Society having his first intro-
(fiuctuzntl:o 3 {:‘”ng foreign language in the form of Irish, chf vvlvegkr;zw l‘he never
orgot the debt he owed to the same language for its stimulating effect on him.

In his later works he is always ready to di i ic phi
and has ever a kindly word ¥0r our Zla&?ésgggu?.s it gk e

ch'ggzl'& 11': 8e 1;'6 of W%&:X{}si::;% ?s[’lilri(iw‘dlfle'ii ins’;lhe Iﬁzmarks of several of the native
i e : vl o b orsha, there’ A has
the best country; and the patriot isn’t the man that t;:inellcf ﬁi: %vlfrﬂo:omg i

best—tor then a patriot and a fool : untry is the
to make her so and bids her t:?:evcvz?)ﬁlr(:;: the one thing—but the man that wants

Moore is momentarily introduced i

: ! \ ; in merry Xma d oy

oo o S e T e " e
! of th e struggl i i

time in his own land, the book makes %1%eeé%itezsﬁ%c:u}?;::si{;sh okt

b . te
hatred. This enhances its value as a healthy book for boys. Oneofegsgeflﬁifn

the volume not with desire to Wro

seek i i

resolve to prevent the possibility of :ﬁzie:igmflgeggglent o
Travelling Men. '

By W. G. Dowsley. Dublin. Talbot Press. 5/-.
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Tue IrisHE WaRs. By J. J. O’Connell, M.A. Dublin. Martin Lester, Ltd., 2/6).

This is a military history of Ireland, from the Norse Invasion up to and including
1798. This comprehensive little volume is concerned rather with the wider issues
of military policy in the important campaigns in our country than with the analysis
of tactics employed in outstanding engagements. The work is primarily of inte-
rest to Irish soldiers—but will be found of practical utility to all concerned with
the study of our social and economic history. The chapter dealing with the Con-
federate War merits special attention, in so far as it gives us proper orientation
among all the Confederate interests that are sometimes loosely jumbled together
and labelled with the common dsignation—National. The author points out that
Owen Roe alone consistently mamtained the national outlook, and that the acti-
vities of other leaders were entirely controlled by sectarian and foreign political
influence. The introductory chapter on the military topography of Ireland is well
worth a close study. The volume will certainly enable the ordinary reader to
appreciate the significance of many military activities deseribed in the ordinary
textbooks of history without any insistence on their topographical significance.
The book is well provided with maps, and is gracefully dedicated by the author
to his comrades. Incidentally, it may be noted that the author wrote with many
years’ practical experience of warfare in Ireland.
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