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EDITORIAL. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDY. 

IT should be unnecessary to point out the importance to soldiers of a close 
study of war in all its aspects. Since it embraces almost all forms of human 
activity the field for ~tudy is very wide, and with the constant improvement 
of means of fighting and of communication much new material is constantly 

becoming available. Due to the circumstances under which our forces were 
formed we have a great deal of lee-way to make up in the study of our profession, 
and the seriousness with which our officers tackle the job of learning the nature 
and art of war) and keeping abreast of its developments, will largely be the 
measure of their future success. At the military schools this study will be 
directed and assisted, but much reading must be done outside of schools. 
In the notices of books and magazines published in this journal will be found 
a valuable guide to the literature that is worth while, and in the study of 
history in particular the military student will find the means of understanding 
his mission in life--the successful conduct of war. It is unfortunate that the 
facilities for study possessed by the average officer are so poor. Our military 
libraries are but a pale shadow of what they should be, and in the provision 
of quarters the responsible authorities have, apparently, concluded that no 
officer below the rank of Major-General requires a study or facilities for keeping 
books and reading them. There may possibly be official recognition at a future 
date of the importance of study, but meanwhile every officer who has his 
professional future at heart will endeavour to make the most of his opportunities 
for increasing his knowledge. 

NATIONAL MOBILIZATION. 
When a state goes to war in these days it must" mobilize" all its resources. 

The mobilization of its armed forces is but part of the process, even though 
it is, perhaps, the greatest of many vital tasks. All the resources of the state 
in money, men, and material, must be utilized to the best advantage in the 
maintenance of national life and production of wealth to pay for the war, 
as well as in fighting the enemy. This National Mobilization is a many-sided 
problem, embracing as it does, almost every fom} of national activity. The 
maintenance of internal order and protection from enemy agents, the control 
of the press and its use as the shong right arm of the powerful propaganda 
weapon, the control of prices, the proper allocation of labour and the 
maintenance of a fair wage scale, the production of munitions of war ~nd 
equipment for the armed forces, the maintaining of transport and communl~a
tions; that most important factor in war, finance; all these are tasks wluch 
the State must face on the declaration of war. If it has not foreseen them 
and prepared to tackle them the opening of hostilities will synchronize ~th 
a complete disorganization of the national life, and the probable destruction 
of the national power of resistance. All the tasks mentioned-and we h .... e 
mentioned but a few-are tasks beyond the power of the Department f 
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Defence to deal with. They are none of them tasks which soldiers alone can 
perform; with some of them the soldier is barely concerned. They require 
the attention of practically every Department of State, and of specialists 
and experts of all kinds who are not to be found in any Department. Yet, 
in An Saorstat, there is no machinery for dealing with such matters; it is 
nobody's business to foresee all the steps required to be taken when a state 
of war is declared, and there is no agency charged with responsibility tor 
ensuring that the transition from peace to war will take place without a 
complete collapse of the fabric of government or, at hest, a gross loss of energy, 
time, money, material and morale. 

THE COMMl'rl'EE OF NATIONAL DEFENCE. 
It is all the more remarkable that this is the case when it is considered 

that we are not alone a member of the British Commonwealth, but that we 
have inherited the British system of administration or adopted it with few 
variations-for Britain has a remarkably effective way of dealing with the 
problems we mention. One of the many great achievements of the late 
Lord Balfour-Arthur Balfour or Bloody Balfour as he is variously 
remembered, was the establishment of the Committee of Imperial Defence. 
This body is presided over by the Prime Minister, or, in his absence, by another 
Minister, and consists usually of the Secretaries of State for War, Air, the 
Colonies, India, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, the First Sea Lord, the Chief of the Imperial General Staff, the 
Chief of the Air Staff, and the Directors of the Intelligence Departments 
at the War Office and the Admiralty. It has power to call for the attendance 
at its meetings of any naval or military officers or other persons who can assist 
it, whether they are in official positions or not. This powerful body co
ordinates the policy and work of all Departments of State in preparation for 
war. To it the British people owe the ease and smoothness and efficiency 
with which the nation went to war in 1914. Under its direction each 
government department had compiled a " war book " setting forth in the fullest 
detail all the steps required to be taken on the declaration of war. Orders in 
council, requisitions, even telegrams and letters, were prepared ready for 
immediate issue when the hour came, and they were all issued without 
confusion or error or loss of time. Some such machinery exists in every well 
organised country, and is needed here. The multitude of problems of all kinds 
that the Government has had to deal with since it assumed office is perhaps an 
explanation of the non-existence of a Committee of National Defence up 
to the present, but we hope that before much further time elapses the 
necessary steps will be taken to provide the machinery essential to successful national mobilization for war. 

OUR SUPPLIES IN WAR. 

Th people have endured so much through war, and heard so often, in 
season and out of season, from political platforms of its imminence in certain 
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contingencies, that anything relating to it now s ems to go unheeded. This 

applies even to the intelligentsia and the P ress, and, perhaps, explains why, 

in the latter, so little notice has bl: n devot d to the announcement of the 

Council of An Cumann Cosanta that a prize medal and Ten Guineas will 

be awarded this year for the best essay on " Irish National Supplies in 

War." The subject normally should excite the interest of every Irish citizen, 

and is one about which we ought all feel some apprehension. Some there 

be, no doubt, that believe 1he da) s of " piping peace" will be always with us, 

and some so eager to evade their rightful responsibility that, coward-like, 

they turn their minds away delib rately from such matters. There is, however, 

a goodly leaven left-they who believe "it is better to be despised for too 

anxious apprehensions, than ruined by too confident security." Our hope 

is in that leaven to stir the mass into greater activity and interest in this great 

question; from it at least we hope to get some brilliant essays on a subject 

that ought be a source of concern to all 

THE ATLANTIC FLIGHT. 

For the second time the North At lantic has been flown from East to 

West in a heavier-than-air m achine; and the second flight, like t he first, 

started from Ireland. It is to be hoped that this second success will cause 

the powers that be to realise that Ireland is situated where it is and that 

now proper steps will be taken to exploit the country's geographical position . 

The interest manifested by the whole country in the flight is a sure indication 

that popular support will be available for any steps in this direction . 

THE UNEMPLOYED EX-SOLDIER. 

WE published in our last number an article which outlined a scheme for 

the training of soldiers with a view to their ready absorption in civil 

life following their discharge. We hope that the authorities will 

endeavour to do something in this direction as soon as possible. The 

great bulk of Our ex-army men are unemployed; many of them Ifor 

several years. This, of course, has a most serious effect on the morale 

?f. t hose still serving; it militat es against recruiting, and it is a grave 

Injustice to the men themselves. The Council of the Army Benevolent 

Fund should make a serious attempt to assist the unem!Jloyed ex-soldier 

to find work; and no body is in a better position to diagnose the 

problem. A central employment bureau, which will have the support 

of the Army and State departments, is urgently required, and a 

systematic plan of vocational traning is equally necessary. 
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FACTOR 

IDS PROCUREMENT, CLASSIFICATION AND ASSIGNMENT. 

By CAPTAIN SEAN 0 SUILLEABHAIN, Adjutant-General's Department. 
[NoTE.-This article embodies the substance of a lecture delivered to the Defence 

Plans Division, General Staff.] 

W
AR has been described as " the fate of mankind, the inevitable 
destiny of nations" and, despite the existence of disarmament 
conferences and proposals for world peace-sops to appease 
the national consciences, pawns in the games of the bodies 

politic-one is fairly safe in assuming that war recurs in never-ending 
cycles. 

Nations desirous of maintaining their independence must at all 
times be prepared to meet the emergency of war. One nation may be 
envied for its great wealth or resources, another for its undeveloped 
territory, another feared because of the menace of its superior power, 
while yet others may be coveted for their strategic or commercial values 
as key positions, connecting links, etc., etc. These and other sundry 
reasons will ever exist to rouse the drowsing god of war into activity. 
War may start at any moment and on any pretext, though the pretext 
is seldom if ever the real cause. Then, too, wars beget wars, and when 
two or more great powers cla~h, numerous smaller powers very often 
become involved in the struggle, or, at least, have to be placed on a 
war footing. 

Though the phenomena of war may change its leading principles 
are eternal. Advances of modern science and technical art are every
where being applied to develop and extend the art of war; to devise 
ways and means whereby the rout of the enemy may be more easily 
and more expeditiously attained. 
MA -THE MAIN FACTOR. 

Through all the countless ages of war one main factor has remained 
constant and practically unchanged, and that factor is man. Man is 
the pivotal factor or keystone on which all the principles of war are 
based, about which all the phenomena of war are built up. From the 
days of the wooden club and stone spear-head to the modern automatic 
gun, from the elephants of Hannibal to the modern tank, man has 
always been the functional agent, and the functional agent he will 
always remain. Every weapon or element of offence has given birth 
to similar or counteracting weapons of defence. The multiplication and 
improvement of the phenomena of war still leaves man as the prime 
agent, and man is primitive and elemental in actual assault or defence, 
as he always was, save that experience has taught him the finer points 

I 
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of the game. and the drills , tactical operations and the various other 
conveniences of war have developed him into a more scientific and 
better controlled fighting machine. 

It is clear, therefore, that a nation that would be prepared for war 
must have her man-power trained in the art of war and organised in 
such ~anner as will readily and easily work as one great well-regulated 
machme. The highest point of evolution is reached by the nation which 
can pass instantaneously from a peace to a war footing. In theory, at 
least, the moment the order to mobilise flashes through the country 
e~ery man within the required limits of age should forthwith step into 
his appointed place in the fighting organisation-thus bringing all trade 
to a full stop. In practice half remain, but it is important to realise 
that the half which remains contains those who are of essential utility 
to the industrial life of the state, as well as the weaker elements of the 

population. 

ORGANISA nON. 

Military organisation has been defined as "The systematic 
arrangement of man-power and economic resources of a nation for the 
accomplishment of a definite purpose." How are we to secure the 
sys:ematic arrangement of man-power? Since organisation forms the 
b~~ls of all systematic arrangement we must have as an initial step a 
milItary organisation within which the available man-power of the State 
can. be assembled into one great war machine. Our peace time organi
~ahon must be a miniature model or skeleton of our greater army 
o~ganisation, capable of expansion at short notice into the greater 
Without any friction or dislocation of parts which might impair the 
smoothness of its running. Of course, in large States having o~erseas 
pos,sessions, protectorates or concessions where mercenary, armle~ are 
mal~tained and where expeditionary fo~ces, are always beld m readmess 
for mstant action the eace tiIlle organISatIOn cannot be regarded as an 
actual skeleton, but inPa small State whose h~ghest military ambition is 
that of self-protection the standing or peace-time force should be barely 
large enough to t th quireIllents of the defence policy of the State 

, mee ere Th' Without being a d train on the national resources. IS peace 
, n un ue s 'b'li' d . ~Ime force forms the spearhead of ~abonal mo I, sabon, an'd m fPeache, 

In addition to 'd ' I' ' ted garrison troopS, It also provi es or t e 
provi mg IIllI d l ' R training and' t ' f th first and probably the secon me eserve. 

ms ructIon 0 e " After 0 " h next important phases m the systematic 
rgarusatIon, t e 'fi ' d arrangeme t f rare :_Procurement, Ciassl cation an 

A' n 0 man-powe 
sSlgnment. 

PROCUREMENT In th' . 'd the words "soldier" and I I man " are 
elr Wl est sense 1 ' convertible t I h .-v at least, every man becomes a so dler 

h erms. n t eO'J' '1 lif' t k G all 
w en the national well-being or natIon a e IS at s a e. ener y 
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speaking, that spirit of patriotism which entails self-sacrifice and which 
is ever the greatest impelling power behind national defence lies dormant 
under the corroding influences of peace and does not spring into activity 
until a national cataclysm is imminent or has actually occurred. Nations 

,ually prepare for war or national defence in a purely business way, 
and the lively sentiments of patriotism seldom appear above the surface 
until it is too late to prepare in an organised systematic manner, and 
sentiment, no matter how great in itself, is of little use without the 
necessary preparation and training. How then are we to get the needed 
man-power to respond in time of peace? In conscript countries this 
question is satisfactorily answered. Even with the poorest conscript 
scheme man-power is easily available and the question of procurement is 
not as vital as it is in non-conscript nations. In countries where voluntary 
recruitment is the recognised means by which man-power is obtained 
and maintained, the ways and means vary in accordance with the national 
outlook and characteristics. Generally speaking, men join military 
organisations from one or more of the following motives :-

Patriotism. 
Ambition. 
Love of adventure and chC\.nge. 
As a mercenary. 
Desperation. 

Save in time of war a man seldom joins from anyone individual 
motive, save possibly the last. I have enumerated the motives in their 
order of preference and undoubtedly the first and second, viz.: 
Patriotism and Ambition, are relatively far in advance of the others. 

Taking these motives in order of preference, and examining them 
in detail we find that the personnel of a military organisation will be 
fairly representative of all. 

Patriotism comes to the forefront in time of war or national danger 
but in peace it rarely proceeds beyond enrolment in a national militia 
or territorial force. The nation must be strongly and intensively 
patriotic before its man-power will voluntarily sacrifice its liberty as free 
citizens. 

Ambition is undoubtedly the best impelling motive in the building 
up of a standing defensive army. To this type of man must be offered 
a life car cr with reasonable chances of promotion. 

Love of travel and adventure is an important motive in countries 
with overseas possessions. 

Mercenary motives are usually combined with all other motives 
~ave, perhap.s, patriotism al~ne. The pay and allowances offered, either 
m the standing army or paId reserves, must be sufficiently attractive. 
In armies of invasion or aggression there is also the lur~ of lucrative 
plunder, bounties, etc., etc. 
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We will always have men propelled into the Army through despera
tion~ Young men at enmity with their families, black sheep, !the 
unemployed, refugees from the law, etc., etc. Though' some of these 
undoubtedly make good material, it goes without saying that they 
generally contain more undesirables and misfits than any other group. 

Embracing and influencing the entire question we have, of course, 
the national psychology-temperament, emotions, characteristics, etc. 

Those entrusted with iroplementing the policy of national defence 
must, therefore, carefully weigh and consider all the factors involved 
in building up and maintaining the organised man-power of the State. 
How best to secure a steady supply of the best or any type of man
what appeals to be made to his emotions-what lures to be offered to 
suit his temperament-what advantages to stir his ambition-what 
monetary considerations to tempt and hold him to his duty? These are 
questions I shall not attempt to answer. One point, however, is evident 
-as the efficiency and value of any compound depends considerably 
on the efficiency and value of its ingredients and the proper proportion 
of such ingredients, so also with an army. Poor material is a serious 
handicap to any enterprise. 
CLASSIFICIA TION AND ASSIGNMENT. 

We now come to the combined questions of classification and assign
ment of man-power. The object of classification ana assignment is, to 
put it in a nutshell: "The right man in the rigIit place," in other 
words, putting every man into his niche of greater usefulness in the 
military machine. To quote Emerson: "That man is idle who can do 
something better." All men are not alike. Each has his special 
abilities, and unless he is placed where he can use those abilities to the 
utmost he becomes relatively speaking, inefficient. A skilled man 
assigned to work in which he is not skilled becomes an unskilled man 
as far as results are concerned. His particular or special ability is 
cancelled by his improper placement. By taking advantage of a man ' s 
civil training, of the ability he has acquired in civil life (generally at his 
own expense) and by continuing him where possible in that training 
you save time and expense. In the rapid formation of an army from 
civilian material it becomes fundamentally important to use to immediate 
advantage the civilian experience the recruit brings in to the Army, and 
thus establish a source of ready convertibility to Army usefulness. It 
is, fortunately, the case that a great number of army duties involving 
trade, skill or other special ability are paralleled by activities in civil 
life. Thus we have builders of all kinds, telephone and telegraph 
operators and linesmen, railwaymen, motor drivers, motor mechanics, 
etc., etc., in fact, practically all supply and maintenance troops short 
of actual combat troops can easily be assigned if properly graded and 
classified. In the general effectiveness of an army it is not men that 
cQunt, it is tlte man. 

2 
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MAN-POWER GROUPING. 

Bound up with the problems of Classification and Assignment is the 
need for man-power grouping in terms of age, physical htness and 
training. The main line or field combat troops must be composed of 
young virile manhood, capable of enduring the fatigues incidental to 
actual combat in the field. In Switzerland, the first line (Auszug) is 
composed of men from 28 to 32, the second line (Landwehr) 33 to 40, 
and the last line (Land strum) 41 to 58. Since the days of the profes
sional fighters of Greece, Rome and Carthage, age has given way to 
youth in actual combat. 

Coming to physical qualifications, one can easily understand why 
the weaker elements must be placed in special appointments or reserved 
with the last line. 

Partly trained troops or troops unlIkely to become efficient front 
line men may be assigned to supply duties or, with the last line, may be 
utilised for the garrisoning of prisons, barracks, etc. In this connection 
it is well to point out that an average soldier must possess the following 
qualities :-Ambition, moderate intelligence, determination. These 
factors of age, physique and soldierly qualities must receive considera
tion in the classiftcation and assignment of personnel. 

PERSONNEL SYSTEM. 

Army personnel work resolves itself largely into-
(a) determining the needs of all Army units for men of different 

kinds. 

(b) determining the abilities of all the men in the Army. 
(c) placing these men where each will contribute most to the 

strength of the Army by serving where he is, himself, most 
valuable. The value of a man's skill in war really marks 
the difference between an efficient fighting force and an 
organised mob. 

To determine effectively the needs of all Army units for men of all 
kinds, we must know the army requirements in detail so that we can 
co-ordinate " man-analysis" with" job-analysis." We must translate 
Our tables of organisation of the various units into terms of industrial 
or military skill. As a set-off against our " Tables of Organisation" 
we must have "Tables of occupational needs " dearly defined and 
ea ily interpreted. The committee set up for this purpose in the United 
States in August, 1917, ultimately compiled a list of over 70 0 Classifi
cation of trades needed by the Army in its various branches. A 
dictionary entitled, .. Army Trade Specifications" was then published, 
~hich, in addition to the different classification, gives (a) the 'duties 
mvolved, (b) the qualifications a man must possess in order to be able 
to do the work, and (c) the substitute tradesmen best suited to the work 
in emergency. This dictionary coven. in all 560 trades and professions. 
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We now come to the rather difficult problem of classifying the man. 

This is done either on enlistment or enrolment or during his recruit 

training. The Americans found it necessary to train expert interviewers 

to analyse the enlisted men. Roughly, the questions asked of the recruit 

amounted to this :-What was your last occupation? How long were 

you so employed Just what did you do? etc. It may be, and often is, 

that a man's second last occupation may be of value, and therefore his 

civil activities from the time he left school are gone into. Then, too, 

he may have had hobbies or secondary occupations, e.g., motor driving, 

mechanics, drafting, etc. All these are ascertained and recorded, and 

after a general survey of the variety and scope of his abilities the man 

is eventually classified in accordance with the determination of his 

greatest woefulness. Where trade or technical skill is implied or 

involved, oral trade tests and practical or demonstrative trade tests are 

given before the man is finaily fitted in. If the necessary experts are 

not available in the recruit depot these trade tests may be given on first 

attachment to a unit. It is scarcely necessary to mention that education, 

physique and general qualities are always taken into consideration in 

classification and assignment. Some units require men of greater 

intelligence than others, while in some, physique is of primary impor

tance. The ultimate classification must show (a) main occupation or 

c1assificatiI)D, (2) second best occupation, (3) third best occupation. 

In placing or assigning men in any organisation three things must 

be considered: the qualifications of the man, the job he is to do, the 

placing of the man so that his qualifications match up with the require

ments of the job. In filling up units it is best where practicable to 

compile a sort of priority list or scaJe of military values. This scale of 

military values will generally be governed by the rate of supply and 

demand. Some occupations or skilled trades are rarer than others, while 

We may have a more than sufficient stock of the more common trades. 

Scales of military values will differ in every country and will vary in 

accordance with the industrial life and development of each country. 

It is quite possible that trades which are rare in one country are 

quite common in others. We must, therefore, group our tradec; or 

occupations in order of rarity. The rarer groups will be assigned fIrst 

to the units most in need of them and pro rata to the essential require

ments of the units. Then the less rare groups are dealt with and so on. 

Close attention must be paid to the balancing of units. One unit must 

not get all the experts while another gets all the apprentices. The 

same applies to qualities of physique, intelligence, leadership, etc. It 

is obvious, for instance, that machine-gunners should be of a heavi , 

stronger build than the ordinary rifle-man. All the athletes should not 

be assigned to one battalion, and so on. Then, too, provision must be 

made for the holding of reserves in respect of the rarer groups at least. 
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It is better not to assign men who may at any time be required than to 
assign them only to recall them after a week or a month. 

We are all familiar with what has been termed " chopping and 
changing." In our case this chopping and changing may not always 
have been with a view to correct assignment or balancing of units, but 
certainly where a system of classification and assignment is not adopted 
and rigidly adhere to, the chopping and changing with all its attendant 
detrimental effects on good team-work, discipline, morale and loyalty, 
is bound to go on ad infinitum. 

Most Commanding Officers have had the disheartening experience 
of finding instructions on their desks asking them to transfer so-and-so 
and so-and-so to other units. They find themselves deprived of highly
trained men. Team-work is disorganised and efficiency receives a 
serious set-back. In all armies hastily recruited and assigned re-assign
ment is practically inevitable. Even under the most watertight system 
there are bound to be misfits, but in adopting a good system from the 
outset the number of such misfits is reduced to a minimum and 
consequent disorganisation is avoided. Until such time as units are 
properly balanced and stabilised it must be borne in mind that the 
efficiency of the army as a whole rather than that of a single unit is of 
paramount importance, and it is only by taking t11is broad view and 
co-operating whole-heartedly and unselfishly in Hie distribution and 
placing of personnel that we can ultimately hope to secure an organisation capable of maximum efficiency. 

In conclusion it is worth bearing in mind the fact that the smaller 
the regular peace time force the less room there is for wastage by way 
of misfits and the greater the need for having every man highly trained 
and competent in his own particular assignment. Unsuitable men should 
be separated from the regular force on completion of the initial term of 
army service, while those who are retained should receive continuous 
instruction with a view to changing" Skilled" into " Highly skilled," 
and "Highly skilled" into "Expert." Schools of secular and 
~ocational training in addition to schools of military instruction are l~val~able assets towards achieving this end, while, in addition, they 
sunplify the problem of resettlement and provide an added incentive to intending recruits. 

Members of the Association should support tlie advertisers who support 
their Journal. 
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A LETTER FROM ARIA. 
[We have received the following letter from our correspondent in Aria. 

While some of the conditions and reforms which he describes have no parallel 
here, there are many valuable lessons to be learned from the experience of the 
Arians.-Editor.] 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ARIAN ARMY. 
DEAR SIR, 

Readers of AN T-OGLACH are, doubtless, aware of the rapid development 
of the Arian Anny from a poorly organised and equipped force to the position 
it holds to-day, as one of the most efficient military machines in the world. 
The details of that development are not so widely known, and I propose 
in the following letter to recount some of the remarkable reforms carried out 
by Count Valerius Bara during his tenure of office as Minister for War. 

On taking up office the Minister found that the military forces of the 
country, which had been first organised in 1919 when Aria secured its 
independence, were in a very low state. The Army had been created in times 
of great disorder, and it was engaged for the first year of its existence in a 
conflict with various elements of the new State which did not recognise the 
government established under ' the auspices of the League of Nations. This 
conflict had all the horrid characteristics of civil war-except serious fighting. 
When order was restored ' the hastily organised army was gradually reduced 
to one-twelfth of its previous size. This process went on for seven years, 
and during the same period little was done to make what remained of the 
army into an effective military machine. 

Count Bara had three great objectives when he began his famous 
labours at the war office. These were: 

(1) The establishment of a system of military organisation which 
would provide the machinery for organising the military power of the 
country for war; 

(2) The creation of a syst('m of military education; afld 
(3) The building up of the morale and spirit of the army. 

The long drawn out proC('ss of demobilization, the lack of progress in 
the military machine, and a sense of insecurity had combined with many 
lesser caus('s to lower morale and destroy all incentive to work on the part of 
the military personnel. The Count promptly realised that to restore the spirit 
of the anny, there must be provided inspiring leadership, fair conditions of 
service, a proper system of organisation, and plenty of work leading to the 
improvement of the army. 

He found ready a scheme of military organisation which, in 'pite of minor 
defects, provided for the proper development of the military re our~ of th 
COtUltry, the creation of tactical units of all arms in proper proportion, and 
the re-organisation of the command and administration of the army, so as ~o 
fix responsibility and authority on the proper persons th:oughout the cham 
of command. This scheme he published in its broad outlines, and proceeded 
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to put into effect gradually. One of the most valuable results of this step was 
that a fairly definite goal was set before all elements of the army. It was 
clear to all that there were progressive days ahead, and the most fertile minds 
were focussed on the future towards which they were working. 

Count Bara was profoundly convinced of the supreme importance of the 
education of the officer personnel. He realized that the progress of the new 
organization depended on the availability of competent officers; men who 
had acquired a wide knowledge of their profession, and who possessed the 
natural attributes of successful leadership. He found the army very bac1.'\vard 
in this respect, and he proceeded with great energy to improve it. After the 
manner of the Japanese he sent officers abroad to study at the most up-to-date 
foreign schools, and he sent them in sufficient numbers to ensure that all 
branches of the Military Art were studied, and that sufficient foreign 
trained officers would be available to staff the new schools which he 
determined to create. Special precautions were taken to ensqre that these 
foreign trained officers were thoroughly versed in the plans for the future of the 
Arian Army, and that they were imbued with a common doctrine before being 
permitted to influence the student officers who came to study under them. 
To secure these results very great care was taken in choosing the commanders 
of the various schools, arld these commanders and their staffs were required 
to undergo the course at the ~taff college before taking up their appointments. 
Th~ first school to be established was the Cadet College, at which aspirants 
for commission are educated. The course----a four years one---- is conducted 
in collaboration with the principal university in Aria. The college provides 
the future officer with the general culture and educational attainments which 
form the basis and background of his future learning. General development 
of mind and body, and the inculcation of the highest standards of discipline 
and national pride are aimed at. A school exists for each arm of the service, 
at which various courses are conducted for regular and reserve personnel. 
Over all there is the higher school or Staff College----which is the keystone 
of this educational system, of which the Cadet College is the foundation. 
There are two courses at the Staff College. The first aims at training the . 
student in the employment of all parts of the military machine, and in the 
duties of staff officers and higher commanders. I t is similar in function to 
the courses at Camberley and at the Ecole Superieure de Guerre. The second 
course embraces the study of war in its wider aspects as a conflict between 
peoples, waged in all spheres of human activity; the economic, diplomatic 
and racial aspects of war being treated equally with the naval and military. 

The steps taken to improve military education, and the promulgation 
of a rational organisation, did much to improve morale in the army, but other 
important steps were taken. The absence of proper organisation of com~and, 
and lack of training, had resulted in the business of the army being 
conducted in an indifferent mctnner. Higher staffs had been concerned with an 
undue amount of relatively unimportant detail to the exclusion of essentials. 
And thiS was particularly true of relations with the civil side which naturally 
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dealt in administrative minutiae at the expense of the military aspect. 
The proper allocation of responsibility and authority, and the determination 
of the Count to uphold the authority of his military chiefs when they functioned 
?rope~ly, and to retire them when they did not, created a new atmosphere 
m ~hich the old ways died rapidly. It became clear that the sole criteria by 
which advancement could be won, were hard work, devotion to duty, and 
an ever-extending knowledge of and proficiency in the profession. In this 
clear air the service as a whole improved. Definitely fi..xed responsibility, and 
a definite programme for improving the military efficiency of the Army, 
destroyed the old regime the Count had inherited. 

The new organisation provided for the concentration of the now much 
reduced army into a small number of stations, and the amalgamation of 
numerous small units. Besides economising in staff and overhead, the neW 
system provided units of sufficient size to allow proper training being carried 
out; and since in these larger units the round of soul killing routine gave way 
to study and training the capacity of officers was adequately tested. The 
Count and his advisers realised that although the schools furnished an excellent 
test of the capacity of the officer, and afforded him an admirable training, 
there were other important means of education, and of assessing the officers 
worth-the most important of these being practical duty of a varied nature 
with troops. 

Under a new regulation the duration of a tour of duty in each 
appointment was prescribed, :md officers were not re-appointed to posts 
similar to those they had vacated except in very special circumstances. 
This was a very popular regulation with the majority of officers, as they had 
previously been subject to very frequent transfers, though not always did they 
widen their experience thereby. Theff~ were some few who had been eight 
years in one station, and who had had no experience of any account. 

Coupled with this reform was the establishment of a selection board 
which selected officers for promotion and for the more important appointments, 
including all posts in command. The status and authority of Commanding 
officers was greatly raised, and only the very best men secured such 
appointments. The reports of Unit Commanders, and the various school 
commandants, were the basis of all promotion by selection, and of all 
selection for appointments. 

The selection board consisted of all area commanders, of whom there were 
eight; all other general officers; and the directors or chiefs of each arm and 
branch of the service. The school system, and the regular tours of varying 
duty, enabled all officers of merit to prove their capacity, and the composition of 
the selection board, as well as the knowledge that promotion could be gained 
only through such channels, led to a remarkable rai ing of ~oral. With 
the seniority of officers strictly observed for normal promobo~, and the 
selection system so thoroughly and impartially based, a great gnevance wa 
removed. 

Graduation in the appropriate course at one or other of the schools W;lS, 
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it should be mentioned, an essential condition of all promotions, from 
Lieutenant to Captain, Captain to Major, and Major to Lieutenant-Colonel. 
In the case of the higher appointments, i.e., area commanders and higher 
staff appointments, the selection board consisted of the general officers only. 

To ensure an adequate flow of promotions, an age limit was fixed for 
each rank, and a stated maximum was prescribed for the duration of service 
in each rank. Suitable provision was made for the retirement of officers who 
had reached the age limit of their rank or had served the maximum number 
of years in that rank without promotion. Exceptions to this rule were made in 
the case of Intendance Officers and Ordnance Officers for whom special regula
tions obtained. 

Another much needed improvement in the conditions of service of the 
Arian officer was the enactment of pensions legislation. Strange as it may 
seem the Arians had not provided pensions for the personnel of their army 
until Count Bara took office, although they had made liberal provision for 
war pensions in respect of the civil war, and had their police and civil servants 
safeguarded. 

With all these improvements in the conditions of service the officers of 
the army redoubled their energy. They devoted themselves enthusiastically 
to their profession. They took their work and their responsibilities seriously, 
and jealousy and a tendency to intrigue, gave way before an esprit de corps 
which did not permit such things to exist. The various civil functionaries 
had their well defined sphere of duties, and as there was no longer occasion 
to intrude into purely military matters, they too became more efficient and 
useful, both to country and army. 

The new system of organisation began rapidly to absorb the youth ofthe 
nation into a militia; and the high morale and professional earnestness of the 
regulars was communicated to thl'se part time soldiers. Arms of the service 
which had never before existed blossomed and flourished; and a proper balance 
was kept between the various arms. The older officers who served for years 
in high positions, without any of the advantages which the new order of things 
gave, made way for men who thoroughly understood one arm of the service, 
and had learned enough of the others to be competent to deal with all. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy result of all these reforms was the 
extraordinary increase in the number of applicants for cadetships, and the 
very high merit of the applicants. 

Military librarie were established-in the extraordinary pre Bara days 
there were none-and the study of military matters is as much advanced 
to-day in Aria as it was in the Germany of 1914. The Arians are bom 
soldiers. They have developed the German thirst for knowledge and 
thorougbn with the growth of their organisation and their schools, and they 
have that flair for soldiering, and that indescribable touch of genius which 
made their forefathers the leading soldiers of fortune allover the world. 

I wOl1ld give a full account of the personality of this remarkable minister, 
but such a topic demands a separate letter. I ,vill mention, however, that 
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his advisors revere him, and to the army he is a popular hero. He is noted 

for his support of Lis responsible chiefs and his relentless condemnation of 

dishonesty, sycop1'ancy and weakness of character. The result is that the 

men who have come to the top in the Arian army during the past few years 

are all remarkable for their capacity for inspiring leadership and independence 

of character; this in itself describes Count Valerius Bara. 

I am sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

YOUR ARJAN CORRESPONDENT. 

" In what does the commander's superiority consist? In his mental 

qualities: insight, calculation, decision, eloquence, knowledge of men. 

But all these qualities are what makes a man shine in civil life. . . If 

bodily vigour and courage sufficed the commander, any brave private 

could be a leader of armies. Everywhere, crude force now yields 

ground to moral qualities. The man with the bayonet bows before the 

man who possesses exceptional knowledge and understanding . . . . I 

knew perfectly well what I was about when, as the head of the army, 

I bore the title of Member of the Institute; and the youngest d rummer 

understood what I meant." -NAPOLEON. 

. ." In the Army no one must put the comman~er in the shade. 

DISCIpline can tolerate no exception. The Army IS a whole. Its 

commander is everything." -NAPOLEON. 
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HISTORY TEACHES. 
No one needs to be told that we learn by experience; by the experience 

of others more than by our own. Yet many disregard the knowleqge that others 
have gained by the long process of trial and crror, and are content to 
rediscover what is already mapped sufficiently. 

In military life we are almost entircly dependent for a working 
knowledge of our profession on earlier experience which is history, yet so 
perverse is human nature that every generation has great difficulty in re
learning the truths accepted by its forerunners. 

Sir John Fortescue's monumental History of the British Army, the XIII. 
and fmal Volume of which has just appeared, provides the soldier and statesman 
with a truly wonderful account of the centuries of labour, experiment, error, 
study, and splendid achievement that have gone to make the British Army 
in spirit and in structure. The work is sufficiently well known as a classic 

, to need no description of its merits here, and for the latest Volume it is 
sufficient to say, that it is of the same high standard, maps and text, as the rest, 
and that it carries forward the history from 1852 to 1870, through the 
Crimean Wax, the Indian Mutiny, and the smaller wars in Persia, China, 
Abyssinia, and New Zealand. ending with a brief sketch of the new Anny, 
1870-1914. 

Through the medium of this work we can reap a large part of the benefit 
of British Army experience in so far as that experience goes to develop the 
material rather than the spiritual side of the army. We learn of the processes 
by which reforms are brought about; the evils that followed certain practices 
and methods which we, in spite of historical example, have adopterl; and Vie 
can understand the organization of the British Army of to-day. Indeed it 
is only by an approach through history that we can properly study the 
modern organisation of any army. 

RAISING MEN FOR RANK. 

We have heard talk of a project to recruit men specially for Non
Commissioned rank in our own forces. There is nothing new in the idea. 
It was tried in the British Army, and Sir John Fortescue says that as latc as 

ptember, 1857, .. there was actually a recurrence of Pitt's vile and 
pernicious ystem of raising men for rank, an accursed thing which would 
never have been permitted no matter under what safeguards and restrictions. 
Happily the evil was of short duration." 

THE VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT. 

The following epitome of the history of the volunteers in Engand is uf 
interest: 

If In this year began what was called the' Volunteer Movement: 
a patriotic answer to the challenge, unpleasant though unoffidal, 
of our neighbours on the other side of the Channel. In its inception it 
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was altogether good, its promoters being ready to give much and to 

take very little. Yet it should not have been countenanced by the 

Government. The system had been tried and found wanting in the great 

war against revoluntary and imperial France. The volunteers of 1859, 

beginning with the nucleus of sixty or seventy thousand genuine 

enthusiasts who cost very little, soon swelled to twice and thrice that 

number, demanding, and, because they had votes, obtaining a great 

deal more than they were worth. The whole principle of the volunteers 

was wrong. It was inequitable to allow a small fraction of the citizens 

to undertake a duty which should have fallen upon all alike; and it 

was very unwholesome for the petty tradesmen, who then composed the 

electorate, to see their more enlightened and patriotic fellows come forward 

to relieve them of the trouble and expense of defending their country. 

However, those same petty tradesmen were masters of the situation; 

and, in the circumstances, the volunteers were, perhaps, the best 

expedient that could be devised for evading their wishes. The volunteers 

endured for the best part of half a century, maintaining always a very 

few choice corps which were creditably efficient, and a very great many 

which serve no purpose except to inspire the negligent and ignorant 

with a false feeling of security." 

THE MILITIA. 

The history of the Militia is of very great value to us, and the following 

quotation will show that in 1858 certain reforms were effected which we have 

by the trial and error process found to be necessary for ourselves. 

"In this same year Sidney Herbert introduced a new Bill for 

regulating the militia. He explained that a good many changes had 

already been wrought in the past few months. It had been ordained 

that militia must serve in any part of the United Kingdom, and might 

serve, if they consented of their own will, in the Channel Islands; that 

the Secretary of State might fix the time and place of training; that 

the militia of small counties might be amalgamated, and trained in two 

wings to conciliate local jealousies; that only men of known habits 

and fixed residence should be enlisted; that trained serjeants should 

be attached to the battalions to give instruction in musketry, and that 

subaltern officers should pass an examination before they were promot~d. 

The new Bill was designed with two principal objects:. first, to .~~te 
maritime counties together with a view to the formahO~ of mlht!a

artillery; second, to provide for an increase of the Scottish and I~ h 

militia in case of invasion. The English militia would thus be raised 

from eighty to one hundred and twenty thousand, the Scottish from 

five thousand to ten thousand, and the Irish from fifteen thousand to 

thirty thousand. Another Bill, which, together with the first, was passed 

into an Act, fixed the higher rate of pay for the permanent . ~~a~: 
Altogether this signified an effort to improve the status of the militia. 
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Our own " B " Reserves with similar conditions of service to those of the 
Militia have a most abnormal wastage, and the following account of their 
earlier prototypes indicates a remedy which we have devised for ourselves: 

"Men went from a regiment of militia, offered themselves to the 
regular army, received a bounty, deserted, became militiamen in another 
regiment, received another bounty for enlisting into the Army, again 
deserted, and continued the process indefinitely. One man, from whom 
it is difficult to withhold the homage that is due to genius, had thus 
re-enlisted forty-seven times, and received forty-seven bounties; and 
among the forty-seven thousand men enlisted in 1858, over nine thousand 
deserted, of whom fewer than two thousand were recovered. It was to 
check this evil that the rules above-mentioned were introduced, namely, 
that none but men of known residence should be recruited as militiamen, 
and that the Secretary of State should have power to fix the dates of 
training so that, the same date being appointed for several regiments 
simultaneously, men might be prevented from serving in more than one 
regiment." 

" ECONOMY." 

Commenting on certain proposals for overcoming the shortage of recruits, 
Sir John says: .. Any idea was welcome which might enable the country to 
pursue its time-hallowed policy of striving to purchase a good army for the 
price of a bad one." 

TElUUTORIAL SYSTEM. 

A Royal Commission, which sat in 1866 to consider the shortage of 
recruits, recommended among other steps designed to encourage enlistment 
the " localization" of units, meaning what is now called the Territorial system. 
It was remarked that local sentiment could not be improvised, and must be 
allowed to grow up with the time. 

STAFF OFFICERS. 

As far back as 1860 it was laid down that no officer would be eligible 
for the Staff until he had gone through the Staff College, and passed the 
final examination there. 

MEDICAL SERVICE. 

In 1 57 it was recognised that the real problem of the Medical Service 
was .. how to prevent the Medical Service from being clogged by the 
accumulation of a number of C!lderly men, mostly of mediocre attainments, 
who from want of varied practic had no opportunity of keeping abreast of the 
progress of medical science, and yet through mere seniority attained a high 
rank." 

A.lUiY GAMES . 

.. Sixty years ago, if not longer, officers and men were playing in the 
same regimental team at cricket, but football was confined to schools and 
universities. Since then football has grown into a national pastime, in which 
the Army eagerly takes part; and the officers, not content with working 
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with their men, have steadily played with them. In other armies such an 

asso~ia~io.n of all ranks o.n. a common footing might be regarded as dangerous 

~o diSCiplIne. In the .Bntish Army an officer who has led his men to victory 

m a football match wIll be the more devotedly followed by them in a sterner 

field." 
WELFARE WORK AND RE-SETTLEMENT. 

" Moreover, regimental officers continue to work for the general welfare 

of their men as they had worked in less favourable days. The State was 

beginning to treat the soldier less shabbily, and the attitude of the nation 

towards him became very slowly less hostile. There were still thirty years 

ago--there may be yet-respectable wage-earning families which wept if one 

of their numbers" went for a soldier," and thought it a disgrace to themselves. 

The first reservists which were thrown upon the country were not too kindly 

received, so deeply rooted was the old suspicion of the military calling. But 

as more and more of them spread over the country, employers woke to the 

value of steady men who had learned discipline; and the old prejudice was, 

at least, weakened. As usual, too, the regimental officer came to the help of 

the men, and regiment after regiment formed organisations to help forward 

reservists of good character in their civil career. The example had, it is true, 

been given to them in the Corps of Commissionaries established for discharged 

soldiers of the Old Army by Captain Walter in 1859. But these organisations 

were, and are, regimental; and the regimental officer needs no example to 

lead him to take care of his men. It is always the officer, not the State, who 

thinks of the soldier." 
RURAL RECRUITS. 

" Another result of Free Trade in England, and one of the greatest 

military importance, was also ignored in 1846, namely, the depopulation of the 

rural districts, and the attraction of the peasantry into the towns. Thence 

have followed many mischiefs, the most serious of which, from a military 

point of view (with which alone this work is concerned), have been the 

physical deterioration of the men bred in towns, and the steady fall in the 

supply of rustic recruits. Throughout this history, so far as we have followed it, 

all officers, without exception, had declared these recruits to be preferable 

to any. They were not, as a rule, so keen-witted as those drawn from the 

towns, but they were, generally speaking, strong, healthy, docile, steady, 

stable. and trustworthy. and blessed moreover with good eyesig~t and alert 

observation. The countryman is generally supposed to see notbmg bec~use 

he says nothing; but a hundred signs of sky and trees and beas~S and birds. 

~ean something to him. though nothing to the townsman. and this knowledge 

IS of no small value to him on active service. II 

THE STATE AND THE AR IT. 

One would like to go on quoting illuminating comments o~ all kinds of 

~atters which are of great importance to our own forces, b~t smce the work 

IS what it is, officers and others will find it essential to study It for themselves. 
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Thl.' stOry of the relations between the Government and the army is, perhaps, 
the most instructive of all topics with which Sir John deals, and the student 
will undoubtedly agree with the statement in the peroration that two 
centuries of persecution could not wear out the Army's patience. 

M.J.C. 

A History of the Brit1"sh Army. By the Hon. Sir John Fortesque. Vol. 
XIII., 1852-1870. With a separate volume of Maps. 40s. net. London, 
Macmillan and Co., Ltd. 
The price of the whole history, a set of 13 Vois., with Maps and 
Plans, is £16 16s. net. 

AN ARMED NATION. 
To carry arms is the first right of man, :for arms are the guardians of 

property, honour, and life. God gave weapons, as well as clothing, to the 
lion and the eagle; but to man he gave skill to furnish himsel:f with all bodily 
comforts, and with weapons to defend them, and all his other rights, against 
every assailant, be he the beast of the forest or the tyrant of society. 

To carry arms is the ultimate guarantee of life, property, and freedom. 
To be without the power of resisting oppression is to be a slave. What. mat
ter that, with delusive words, your ruler says he will not. rifle your altars, not 
pollute your hearts-what. matter that your gaoler boasts his power to plO
tect. you, and flourishes his weapon before your cell! Arms and liberty are 
synonomous. If you see an unarmed and an armed man together, you in
stantly conclude that the one is a prisoner-the other a guard. Arms are 
the badges of freemen. He who is unarmed will soon be in chains. 

Disarmament and slavery were convertible terms in every age. The 
conquering barbarians forbade the Romans to carry arms; the Normans for
bade the Saxons to carry arms; the Spaniards tore their arms from the 
Amencans-the English took arms from Ireland whenever they dared. . . . 

Other institutions apart, nations have been externally secure, and inter
nally free, in proportion as their citizens were trained to and possessed of 
arms. And the laws of all nations pretending to freedom, from Athens to 
England, sanctified this right by special and solemn laws. Ireland in this, 
as in other things, has been treated by England, not as a nation, nor yet as a 
portion of herself, but as a rightless dependant-an injured slave, disarmed 
and disabled-starved, chained, darkened, and pri80ned-Iest she should 
resume her rights or avenge her sufferings.-Thomas Davis. 
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. (The author of the following article is a well-known and distinguished Canadian 
soldier. He entered t~e service in 1902, and has a wide experience in Canada, England, 
and France. He was m turn A.A. and Q.M.G., 3rd Canadian Division, in France; A.A. 
and Q.M.G., Is~ Canadian Division, in France; Director of Organisation, Department 
of D~fence ; DI:ector of Military Operations, and Intelligence, Department of Defence, 
and IS now servmg as a District Commander. He is a graduate of the Staff College, 
Camberley, and of the recently instituted Imperial Defence College. 

yve are indebted to the author, and to the editor of the Journal of the Royal United 
Servtce Institution for their kind permission to republish the article.-ED.) 

I.-THE FRENCH PERIOD. 

No PERMANENT settlement was effected in what is now the Dominion 
of Canada until Samuel Champlain founded Port Royal in Nova 
Scotia in 1604, and Quebec in 1608. Since those days a few scattered 
hamlets on the banks of the St. Lawrence have groWn to be a great 

country of 10,000,000 people standing fifth in trade among the nations of the 
world. 

Benjamin Sulte asserts that only 4,000 individuals came from France 
to Canada between 1634 and 1759. Before 1639 only 300 French immigrants 
had settled in Canada, while none came after 1759. Abbe S. Lortie claims 
that not more than 5,800 French came to Canada between those dates; 
these 5,800 have increased in three centuries to over 4,000,000 who now reside 
mostly in the Province of Quebec. It has been proved that out of some 406 
families who settled in Canada between 1615 and 1666, all came from 
Northern France, mainly Normandy and Perche; they were peasants and not 
sea-faring people as frequently supposed. 

The principle of universal military service was adopted from the 
earliest days. The country was divided into seigniories, the seigniors being 
gentlefolk mostly ex-officers of the army. To them the 5ettlers paid rent 
and rendered military and other service in return for land tenure. The 
men were continually being called from their homes to fight against the 
English of the Thirteen Colonies, or more often against the hostile Iroquois. 

Different laws were enacted from time to time with reference to 
military service which was always causing difficulties between the colonists 
and the regulars. These dissensions reached a climax early in 1759, when 
the Governor, Vaudreuil, took up the case of the militia ... ~ final. re
organization was made, under Montcalm, who divided the mllltlamen mto 
three categOlies and distributed these as follows:-

1 The author wishes to stress the fact that the views here expressed are entirely 
personal and in no sense official. 
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7,511 in the Quebec DistIict. 

1,303 in the Three Rivers District. 

6,406 in the Montreal District. 

Total 15,220 

July . 

His idea was to take the best men for continuous service, while 
liberating the remainder for work on the farms, thus leaving them to be 
called up only in extreme emergency. There were about 4,000 in the first 
category, distributed fifteen per company to regular units and an equal 
strength per company to the colonial units. Here we have the genesis of the 
Canadian Militia. 

n.-FROM CONQUEST TO CONFEDERATION. 

During the period of military government the military commanders 
provided for the employment of the French Canadian militia, and 300 of 
them served in Pontiac's rebellion. This contingent was raised, equipped 
and concentrated in fourteen days. 

At the revolt of the Thirteen Colonies, the rebels sent a delegation to 
Canada, but obtained little or no active support. Their visit put the 
Canadian habitant into a neutral attitude, and when the militia were called 
out very few responded. The seigniors were loyal. Over 500 of the French 
Canadian militia, under Colonel Noel Voyer, rendered splendid service in the 
siege of Quebec by Arnold and Montgomery. 

The migration of the United Empire Loyalists commenced in the 
early days of the Revolution and rapidly increased as it became apparent 
that the independence of the colonies would be recognised; 10,000 came 
to Upper Canada. Many of them had served in loyalist regiments during 
the war. These patriots made a splendid foundation for the militia of the 
Upper Province. 

The Constitutional Act of 1791 divided Canada into two provinces, 
Upper Canada (now Ontario) and Lower Canada (now Quebec). It must 
be remembered that 'Nova Scotia and New Brunswick were separate 
colonie. All these colonies passed Militia Acts, which although differently 
worded, were markedly similar in their provisions, for they all established 
universal service, and the lev e en masse with liability ages from 18 to 60 
(16 to 00 ill the Maritime Provinces). The Provinces were divided into 
regimental areas, which generally coincided with the counties. Provision 
was made for training, equipment and arms. 

These Act were put to a hard test during the war of 1812, which 
raged, often violently, on the frontier until the end of 1814. At this time 
there were four regular regiments in Canada-the 8th, 41st, 49th and l00th 
Foot. Six regiments of Colonial regulars were raised:-
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The 

The Canadian Fencibles. 
Canadian Voltigeurs. 

Royal Newfoundland Regiment. 

New Brunswick Regiment. 
Royal Veterans. 
Glengarry Light Infantry. 

Canadian Militia in the various Provinces was divided into : __ 

The Sedental), Militia; 

The Embodied or Incorporated Militia. 

The Sedentary Militia consisted of every able-bodied man in the 

country according to ages laid down in the Militia Acts. They were 

~nrolled by the local captain . and attended usually four parades and one 

mspection annually. There were at this time enrolled 52,000 out of a 

population of 350,000 in Lower Canada, and 11,000 out of 90,000 in Upper 

Canada. 

The Embodied Militia was composed of units raised by voluntary 

enlistment, or by ballot, from the Sedentary Militia. In Lower Canada 

they were formed into battalions, but in Upper Canada, where the cOlmtry 

was at this time sparsely settled, the usual organisation was flank companies. 

:U1 were bachelors under 40 years of age, liable to six days training a month 

m peace, and continuous service in war. In conjunction with the regulars 

they rendered useful service, and at the battle of Lundy's Lane they fought 

with dogged courage in this, the most sanguinary battle of the war. The 

Militia of Upper Canada combined exceedingly well with the regulars whom 

they emulated in every way. 

The Re~llion of 1837 did not affect the Maritimes, but only the 

Canadas. As the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada had sent all 

regular troops to Lower Canada, the rebels in the Upper Province were 

dealt with by the militia only. The militiamen responded in gallant 

fashion, some 40,000 men turning out. The most spirited fight took place 

at Prescott, where the rebels were besieged in an old stone windmill. 

In Lower Canada 3,000 regulars and about 10,000 to 15,000 militiamen 

and volunteers turned out from the English speaking male population of 

militia age. Sharply contested actions were fought at 5t. Eustache, 

Napierville and Odelltown. 
Several frontier incidents occurred and the possibility of war with 

the U.S. loomed up. Large reinforcements of regulars arriv~. In . ] 839 

there were seventeen battalions and one regiment of cavalry WIth artill ry. 

all regulars, in Canada. Many battalions of semi-permanent militia and 

militia were embodied and many selected officers arrived from England 

for service with them. No war took place. Had it occurred, Upper 

Canada would have been defended by a force of 50,000 of which 40,000 w re 

militia under professional leadership. . ' . 

Between the War of 1812 and the Crimean War the SIZe of the Bntish 

regular garrison kept in Canada was based upon the strength of the U . . 
a 
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regular army. It was considered that this force supported by the militia 
could hold the •• vitals" until reinforced by more regular troops. 
Sir James Carmichael-Smith reported after careful investigation and 
reconnaissance, in 1826, that the defence of the Canadian provinces was 
feasible with the sources available. Later on most of the regular troops 
were withdrawn from the Crimea. After the war some regulars came 
back to Canada and these were increased up to 17,000 in the early 'sixties, 
when affairs between Great Britain and the Republic took an unpleasant 
turn. 

In 1841 the two provinces were united. The transition of the old 
militia of universal service into a volunteer militia was gradually but 
surely taking place. The musters and enrolment of the old militia were 
still being effected; but the new volunteer regiments rai~ed in the cities 
were more popular, were better armed and accoutred; they could tum 
out quicker as a body. A Militia Act passed after the union took official 
cognizance of the volunteer lmits. The compulsory clauses were retained 
but the old militia slowly lapsed. 

In 1866, 2,000 Fenians invaded Canada at the Niagara frontier, when 
they were both numerous and active in the U. S . A . The Canadian 
authorities, after some initial delay, called out 10,000 volunteer militia 
and 14,000 responded. After an action at Ridgeway in which the militia 
were badly handled by their commander, the Fenians retired across the 
frontier. A few other weak efforts were made by the Fenians. 

IlL-FROM CONFEDERATION TO THE CLOSE OF THE SOUTH 

AFRICAN WAR. 
Four causes brought about the Confederation:-

(1) A political deadlock, which had seized upon the Canadian 
Parliament; 

(2) A cure for racial troubles; 
(3) Fear of aggression from the south; 
(4) The termination of the Reciprocity Treary by the Americatl 

Government necessitating new markets and new transport 
routes. 

Confederation became effective on July 1st, 1867, and in the session 
of 1 68 a new Militia Act was passed consolidating the Militia Laws of the 
various provinces, until, in 1869, the militia was ~eorganised into the 
Canadian Militia, a federal force more or less as we now have it. The 
withdrawal of the British regular army which had commenced in 1861 was 
completed in 1 70. Henceforth there were no regulars in Canada, except 
as garri ons of the fortres..c:es of Halifax, N .S., and Esquimalt, B.C. 

The new force was soon put to a test when, in 1870, the Red River 
Rebellion under Loui Riel broke out, and a force composed of militia with 
a small number of regulars, under the command of Sir Garnet Wolseley, 
was organi ed and despatched to the north-west, moving overland amid 
great hardships. It took three months to reach Fort Garry (now Winnipeg). 
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The militia was called out in 1870 and 1871 to repel further Fenian Raids. 
A contingent of Canadian voyageurs was sent to Egypt in 1882. 

In 1885, Louis Riel started his second rebellion in the North-west 
Territories. A force of 5,000 to 6,000 militia was called out in the Central 
Provinces and despatched to the West, this time by rail and in a few hours, 
since the C.P.R. had in the meantime been constructed. The force was 
commanded by Major-General Middleton, Commander-in-Chief in Canada 
and, except for small personal staff, the force was officered entirely b; 
Canadians. 

Between 1885 and 1899 there was a gradual improvement in the 
organisation, equipment and training of the militia. The country was 
divided into military districts over which there were at first D.A.Gs., but 
later District Officers Commanding. A permanent force was organised 
for instructional duties and the militia was concentrated annually in 12-day 
central camps for training. The artillery was re-armed with the new 
12-pdr. and the infantry with the Lee-Enfield rifle. 

When the Boer Republics declared war, in 1899, Canada was not slow 
in making known its desires, and the Canadian Government was moved to 
offer contingents. The first contingent, 2nd Battalion The Royal Canadian 
Regiment, which had of necessity to be representative of all Canada, was 
recruited, assembled from all the Provinces, equipped and despatched from 
Quebec in 14 days. The second contingent, consisting of three batteries 
of field artillery and two regiments of mounted rifles, was raised and embarked 
in three weeks. Four other regiments of mounted rifles, Lord Strathcona's 
Horse and 1,200 men for the South African Constabulary, were afterwards 
raised in Canada. The Canadians gave some indication in South Africa 
what they would achieve in any future war of real magnitude. 

IV.-FROM 1902 TO THE OUTBREAK OF THE GREAT WAR. 

The Colonial Conferences.-The first two Conferences were held in 
1887 and 1897 respectively; the third, and more important, in 1902. 
On this occasion the First Lord of the Admiralty proposed that the Colonies 
should offer an annual cash contribution for the maintenance of the Navy ; 
the Secretary of State for War proposed the formation of what really 
amounted to a force of trained reservists of the Imperial Army to be 
maintained in each Colony. The Canadian ministers objected to the~ 
proposals, not so much from the expense involved, but beca~ theIr 
acceptance would bring about an important departure from Colomal self
government. In a memorandum then submitted, they went on to say: 
"The Canadian ministers fully appreciate the duty of the Dominion, as it 
advances in population and wealth, to make more liberal outlay for th~ 
necessary preparations of self-defence which every country has to assume and 
bear . . . - The Canadian Government are prepared to consider .the 
naval side of the defence as well. On the sea coasts of Canada there .IS .a 
large number of men admirably qualified to form a naval reserve, and It IS 
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hoped that at an early date a system may be devised which will lead to the 
training of these men, and to the making of their services available for 
defence in time of need." 

At the same time the Canadian minIsters offered to assume reponsibility 
for the Defence of Halifax and Esquimalt. It was not accepted. On 
20th January, 1905, this offer was renewed and accepted by the British 
Government on 8th February of the same year. 

The fourth Colonial Conference was held in 1907. Some progress had 
been made in understanding the Dominion point of view, for we find Sir 
Henry Campbell-Bannerman stating: "We do not meet you to-day as 
claimants for money, although we cordially recognize the spirit in which 
contributions have been made in the past. " 

The British General Staff also submitted the following three axioms 
for guidance in consideration vf all matters connected with defence:-

(i) That the supremacy of the Empire rests primarily upon the 
sea; 

(ii) That each portion of the Empire should maintain sufficient 
troops for self-defence; 

(iii) That there must be mutual support throughout the Empire 
in a time of emergency. 

The following resolution was then adopted:-
"That this Conference welcomes and cordially approves the exposition 

of general principles embodied in the statement of the Secretary of State 
for War, and. . without wishing to commit any of the Governments 
represented, recognizes and affirms the need of developing for the services 
of the Empire a General Staff selected from the forces of the Empire as 
a whole which should study military science in all its branches, shall collect 
and disseminate to various governments military information and intelligence, 
shall undertake the preparation of schpmes of defence on a common principle, 
and, without in the least interfering in questions connected with command 
and administration, shall, at the request of the respective governments, 
advise as to the training, education, and war organization of the military 
forces of the Crown in every part of the Empire." 

The office of Commander-in-Chief of the Canadian Militia was abolished 
in 1904, and in January, 1905, a Militia Council corresponding to the Army 
Council was authorised with Brigadier-General Sir P. H. N. Lake, C.B., as 
the first Chief of General Staff in Canada. The General Staff was organised 
in the Military Di -tricts in April, 1911, when several officers from the Army, 
among them the late Major-General Lipsett, were loaned to Canada to 
initiate the new creation . 

From the Confederation until 1905, the country was divided for military 
command into military districts. In May, 1905, the military districts in 
Eastern Canada were grouped into four higher commands-the Western 
Ontario Command, the Eastern Ontario Command, the Quebec Command 
and the faritime Provinces Command. The Canadian West retained the 



July. 27 

military districts, namely, M.D. No. 10, the Provinces of Manitoba and 
Saskatchew~n, th~ Territory of Keewatin and the districts of Thunder Bay 
and the Ramy River; M.D. No. 11, the Province of British Columbia and 
the Yukon Territory; M.D. No. 13, the Province of Alberta and the 
Territory of Mackenzie. 

In April, 1911, as a consequence of the inspection and report of 
Sir John French, the Higher Commands were abolished and Eastern 
Canada was org,Ulised into six divisional areas, three in Ontario, two in 
Quebec, and the Maritime Provinces as the sixth. Western Canada, as 
heretofore, remained in military districts. 

The divisional areas passed out of existence towards the middle of the 
Great War, and an or~anization of military districts was reverted to. But 
New Brunswick and Saskatchewan becoming separate districts, their total 
was raised to eleven. 

In 1909 another Conference was held in London, dealing mainly with 
naval matters. This will be referred to again. In 1911 yet another 
Conference was held, styled "Imperial" for the first time. An important 
innovation then took place, when Colonel Sam Hughes, the military critic 
of the Conservative opposition, as well as Sir Frederick Borden, the Minister 
of Militia and Defence, attended the subsidiary military conference. The 
following Resolution was recorded;-

"The Committee agreed that, in view of the fact that representatives 
of the self-governing Dominions at the Imperial Defence Conference of 
1909, signified their gener;>] concurrence in the proposition, I that each 
part of the Empire is willing to make its preparation on such lines as will 
enable it, should it so desire, to take its share in the general defence of the 
Empire,' the arrangements required to facilitate the co-operation of the 
military forces of the Empire fall within the scope of the duties of the local 
sections of the Imperial General Staff working under the orders of their 
respective governments, and in communication with the central section at 
the War Office, on which Dominions will be represented." 

In the summer of 1910 General Sir John French visited Canada at 
the invitation of the Canadian Government, and submitted a report which 
shall be referred to later. Between 1910 and 1913 much progress was 
made in training and organization. Sir Percy Lake was succeeded by 
Major-General Sir Colin McKenzie. In 1911 the government of Sir Wilfred 
La.urier was defeated in a general election, and Sir Robert .~~rden became 
Prime Minister with Colonel Sam Hughes as Minister of MilitIa. In 1913 
General Sir Ian Hamilton visited Canada by invitation, but no changes were 
~ade in organization as a result of his visit. Steady progress was made 
In elaborating a scheme for an expeditionary force. An unfortunate quarrel 
between Colonel Sam Hughes and Sir Colin McKenzie caused. the .latter·s 
resignation in 1913, and Colonel W. (later Lieutenant-General u: Willoughb~) 
GWatkin, became Chief of the General Staff, and held the appomtment until 

succeeded by Sir Arthur Currie in 1919. 
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V.-THE GREAT WAR. 

The deeds of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in the Great War are 
too recent to need mention. 

The 1st Canadian Division mobilized in August, 1914, at Valcartier, 
P.Q.; sailed on 30th September, and was concentrated on Salisbury Plain 
by mid-October, 1914. Its earlier embarkation was only .hindered by 
most regrettable interference in its mobilization. It finally reached 
France early in February, 1915, although it could have arrived in November, 
1914, when the B.E.F. was in need of support; it might also then have 
been in better shape. It was in the line on the left of the attacking troops 
at Neuve Chapelle, under orders to attack, when the operations were 
postponed. It was "blooded" at the Second Battle of Ypres where, 
notwithstanding individual mistakes, it stood its ground to the eternal 
honour of Canada and the Empire. 

The 2nd Canadian Division arrived in France in September, 1915 . . 
The 3rd Canadian Divi~ion was made up in France in the autumn, and 
early winter of 1915-16. With the arrival of the 4th Division in France 
in July, 1916, the Canadian Army Corps was made up of four strong divisions. 
From that date the Corps took part in nearly every battle of importance, 
and always gained and held its objectives. Its gala days were the 8th and 
9th of August, 1918, when it advanced about fifteen miles into the enemy's 
lines, captured 9,131 prisoners, 190 guns, and more than 1,000 machine guns 
and trench mortars. Together with the Australian and IUrd. Corps it had 
created a situation which was a turning point in the war. Ludendorff 
states that" August 8th was the black day of the German Army in the history 
of the war." 

In addition to the Canadian Corps there were also in France a Canadian 
Cavalry Brigade, the Canadian Forestry Corps, the Canadian Railway 
Troops, and many medical units, etc. 

• The total number of men who enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force during the War was 619,636, of whom 556,314 were British born, 
and 63,322 were foreign born. Of the latter 35,599 were born in the 
U.S.A., many, no doubt, of British or Canadian parentage. Of the British 
born 318,728 were born in Canada, 156,697 in England, 47,427 in Scotland, 
19,427 in Ireland, and the remainder in other parts of the Empire. 

The Canadian Army Corps suffered over 200,000 casualties during the 
War, of whom over 50,000 were killed in battle, while they lost only 
130 officers and 2.68 other ranks as prisoners. Many times, in a single 
day, they captured two to three times the above number of Germans. 
These figures indicate the Canadians' fighting qualities. 

Mention should be made of the work done by the late Sir Willoughby 
Gwatkin, Chief of the General Staff, who by his tact, energy and ability 
kept everything going from Ottawa in spite of a difficult Minister in the 
first two years of the war. Likewise, mention should be made of all the 
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~ermanent FO.rce officers, and men, who served with great credit, not only 
lD the P.F. umts, but also distinguished themselves under every circumstance 
of unforeseen difficulty. 

V1.-POST-WAR ORGANIZATION. 

Instead of raising only the active units required to fill the field 
formations heeded for the war, and then proceeding with the raising of 
draft-finding units, the then Minister of Defence had authorized the raising 
of additional active units to the total of two hundred and sixty battalions 
of infantry, and thirteen regiments of mounted rifles, whereas only fifty-four 
active units were required for the Canadian Corps, inclusive of the two in 
the Siberian Force. Those units not required for the field were, of course, 
broken up to find drafts, thus causing much heart-burning, and acute 
discontent. A few active regiments at the front had also to be broken up 
because certain localities like British Columbia had more active units at the 
front than the man-power of the locality could maintain. One of these 
tmits broken up in France, in its wrath, raised a monument on which there 
stood the inscription: "Raised by patriotism, damned by politics." 
This circumstance, coupled with the fact that the old militia was not used 
as units, made a complete re-organization necessary after the war. The 
War units claimed to have their identity preserved, while the old militia did 
not wish to disappear. 

The Government authorized a committee to investigate and report upon 
re-organization. Its terms ot reference, admirably clear and complete, were: 
" To consider and report how best to give effect to the proposal that with a 
view to preserving their traditions and identity the several units (especially 
infantry) of the Canadian Expeditionary Force, which served at the front, 
should be incorporated into the Canadian Militia; this without avoidable 
increase of establishment, without prejudice to the divisional system of 
organization, and with due regard to the services at various times, both 
before and during the war, the Militia itself has rendered." This committee 
is known as the "Otter Committee." 

In due course a report was issued, and in the main accepted. The 
present militia organization, with a few minor changes, is the outcome of 
that report. The perpetuation of the overseas tmits was provide~ . for, 
and the old Militia was saved. Militia Headquarters and the Military 
Districts remained the same as at the end of the war. The divi ional 
system was maintained. The Permanent Force was reconstituted as 
shown in Appendix 1. Its duties are mainly instructional, but it is entrusted 
with special duties of mobilization, while by law it is to be th first to be 
called out in aid of the Civil Power. 

The Militia (see Appendix II.) is divided into:-

(1) The Active Militia, which is again sub-divided into: 
units; Reserve tmits; Depots; Reserve of Officers. 

Active 
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(2) The Reserve Militia consisting of all the male population of 
Canada between the ages of 18 and 60, physically fit, and not 
legally exempt. It is unorganized at the present moment. 

The basic law governing the constitution of the Militia is the Militia 
Act. It is a good Act giving the Government and the military authorities 
great powers. 

The National Defence Act of 1922 has consolidated the three fighting 
services into one department under one minister, henceforward known as 
the Minister for National Defence. 'i 

Orders in Council of June, 1922, and January, 1923, have provided 
for the Constitution of a Defence Council to advise the Minister on all matters 
of defence, including or relating to the Militia, the military, naval and air 
services of Canada, and on all matters referred to it by the Minister. 

VII.-TRAINING. 

The training of the Canadian Forces may be briefly summarized as 
follows. The Royal Canadian Navy and the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
being largely professional, are trained on identical lines to the Royal Navy 
and the Royal Air Force. In fact, Canadian naval officers and many 
seamen do most of their service with the Royal Navy. All Canadian Air 
officers undergo flying courses in England; in addition they are admitted 
to the Air Staff College, and can serve in England by exchange. All 
Permanent Force officers take the War Office qualifying examinations. 
Exchanges are arranged with Great Britain, and selected officers take 
courses in England. Lastly, there is keen competition for three annual 
vacancies at the Camberley (2), and Quette (1) Staff Colleges. 

The position of the Militia is different. Funds voted by the Canadian 
Parliament do not permit of the training of the large regimental establishments 
provided before the war. Central camps have had to be eliminated or 
curtailed. Post-war training has thus been made to concentrate on officers, 
specialists and N.C.O.'s. With somewhat increased funds in 1928 and 1929, 
as well as by economies and re-arrangement effected by District Officers 
Commanding, more central camps have been held lately. The training 
generally is similar to the training of the British Territorial Army; but 
there are marked differences, the Canadian Militia having no " permanent taff" attached to units. 

A mo t important course of instruction carried out in Canada is known 
as the "Militia Staff Course." Its policy is laid down by the Chief of 
General taff; it is generally directed by a senior General Staff Officer 
employed at the Royal Military College for that purpose. It is conducted 
in detail by the District Officer Commanding, and staffs of Military Districts. 
It consists of a theoretical and a practical portion; the former is conducted 
in the Military Districts, and the latter in two central camps, one in Eastern 
and the other in Western Canada. Some 100 or more officers receive 
their training in staff duties at this course annually. 
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. Officers and N.C.O.'s of the Non-Permanent Active Militia qualify at 
eIther Royal or Provisional schools conducted by the Permanent Force. 

A Canadian School of Small Arms is maintained at Ottawa on the 
lines of the Hythe institution. 

VIII.-THE NAVAL SERVICE. 

. The Royal Canadian Navy was in difficulties at its very inception, 
SInce neither of the two great political parties could see eye to eye; nor 
apparently was there any compromise possible. Then the Canadian 
Minister went to the Imperial Conference of 1909. which resulted in the 
gift to Canada of the" Niobe," and the" Rainbow" and the establishment 
of a naval college in Canada. All seemed fair when a change of government 
in 1911, and the impending trouble in Europe, caused Sir Robert Borden 
to ask for advice. It appeared to the Canadian administration that the 
best way to prepare for the naval emergency was a cash contribution to the 
Imperial Government. A vote for this passed the House of Commons, 
but was negatived in the Senate largely on constitutional grounds. Then 
arose the war. Next came peace, with a desire of the Union Government 
for re-organization. The advent of the Government of Mr. Mackenzie 
King was a mandate for economy, and an increasing desire of the thinking 
Canadian people to take on more of the naval responsibilities of the Empire 
bring the question to the present. There are now signs that, with the increase 
of prosperity, the Government is investigating the shape its naval policy 
should assume in the future. 

IX.-THE AIR SERVICE. 

At first it was contemplated to make the Canadian Air Force part of 
the Permanent Force of Canada, and two well organi~ed Canadian squadrons 
were formed in England in 1919 to be brought back to Canada for 
incorporation into the reconstructed Permanent Force. The scheme came 
to nothing. 

The Aeronautics Act of June, 1919, constituted a Board with repre-
sentatives from the Departments of :Militia, Naval Se.rvi~, Post .Office .and 
Customs to undertake the preliminary work of organIzation of rur servIces. 
When the preliminary work was completed this Board r~sjgned, and a. new 
Board known as the" Air Board," was authorized. This Board functioned 
until absorbed by the Department of National Defence in January, 1923. 
During this period the Royal Canadian Air For('e had its bi~ and started 
on its duties and development. The organization was not workm~ sm~~y, 
and so a new re-organization took place in July, 1927, when the rur actiVItIes 
of Canada were divided into four branches:-

(1) The Royal Canadian Air Force. 
(2) Directorate of Civil Government Air Operations. 
(3) Aeronautical Engineering Division. 
(4) Controller of Civil Aviation. 
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The first is entirely military and is administered as a directorate of the 
General Staff. The other three branches are administered by the Deputy 
Minister. The Civil Government Directorate does work for other Federal 
Government departments, such as surveying, forest protection, fishery 
protection, photography, etc. Its personnel is largely found from the 
R.C.A.F. 

The Aeronautical Eng.ineering Division carries out the aeronautical 
engineering for the other three branches. 

The Controller of Civil Aviation deals with the administration of the 
Air Regulations, and generally with aeronautical matters not dealt with by 
the other branches. 

X.-CANADA'S STRATEGICAL PROBLEMS OF TO-DAY. 
To the question: What strategical problems are the Canadian Forces 

designed to meet ?-the answer is the following:-
(1) To take the first shock of battle in the defence of Canadian 

coasts and frontiers; to protect our vitals until the Empire can 
come to our aid; 

(2) To contribute to the expeditionary forces of the Empire in case 
His Majesty's Canadian Government decided to participate in an 
Imperial war ; 

(3) The maintenance of the Civil Power in Canada; 
(4) It is presumed that, although Canada did not ratify Article 10 

of the Covenant of the League of Nations, it could not hold aloof 
from a justifiable League war. 

The situation is best summed up by refprence to a few statements made by eminent men. 
In the .. United Service Magazine," October, 1905, Sir Frederick Borden stated:-
.. The best way to serve the common interest of the defence of the 

Empire would seem to be to make each part of it self-reliant and strong 
enough to defend itself against any ordinary attack. At any rate, to be 
sufficiently strong to take the initiative in repelling such attack. To do 
this it would seem to be desirable that everything required to place an 
army on a war footing in the field should be procurable within the country 
itself. The departments necessary to equip and maintain any army in 
the field have been organized in Canada, and officers and men are being 
instructed and trained on the principle, now generally adopted, that 
organization in peace should be as nearly as possible the same as that which would be required in war." 

In 1905 a paper, drawn up by the Militia Council, was laid before 
Parliament as Sessional Paper No. 130. This summarized the duties 
of the Canadian Militia as: .. first, the support of the Civil Power; 
secondly, the defence of the country from aggression by any foreign power. 
To these a third has recently been added, that of relieving the Imperial 
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Government of the responsibility for the safety and maintenance of the 
two Imperial naval bases, Halifax and Esquimalt, which stand upon 
Canadian soil." 

Sir John French, in his report of 1910 to Sir Frederick Borden, stated: 
" From instructions conveyed to me I have conceived that it is your desire 
that I should report to you fully upon the state and con~tion of the 
Canadian Militia with respect to its readiness either to maintain internal 
order within the country, to protect its frontiers against attack, or to furnish 
contingents to succour other parts of the Empire in the event of the Dominion 
Government seeing fit to follow on the precedent set by them in the late war 
in South Africa. Of these, the most important and necessary rOle which the 
militia have to fulfil is to defend Canada against attack by land. A force 
which is in a sufficiently satisfactory condition of organization, training and 
efficiency as to render the frontier reasonably secure, will also be in the best 
position either to furnish Imperial contingents or to keep internal order." 

In 1913, General Sir Ian Hamilton in his report to Colonel Sam Hughes, 
said: "The primary duty of every self-governing portion of Greater 
Britain is to make all reasonable provision, up to the limit of its resources, 
for defence against the invasion of its own territories. . . . In short, 
naval considerations apart, a sound system of Imperial defence must rest, 
in its widest aspects, on the ability of each self-governing Dominion to offer 
a vigorous resistance to any attempts made against the integrity of its own 
home territories. . . . I take it as a axiom, then, that every State in 
the Empire is bound in honour, after looking to its own immediate safety, 
to consider how it may best take its share in the general burden of 

responsibility." 
The Canadian service personnel and the thinking public generally 

agree that Canada maintains its Defence Forces for the reasons enumerated 

in the beginning of this paragraph. 
The year 1929 find the Canadian Militia generally efficient, well 

organized, and well officered, strongly Canadian in its make-up, but deeply 
Imperialist in its outlook, hoping for continued peace to favour the 
development of Canada and the Empire, yet ever ready to respond to the call 
if a great emergency should overtake us again. A formidable force could 
be put into the field in a very short time which would prove a ~atch f~r the 
best of professional troops in any attempted invasion of C~adian ternto.ry. 
The officers of the Canadian Militia, are, generally speakmg, outstan~ng 
professional men business men and farmers who give a great deal of timc 
and money to nillitia affairs. The idea that permeates the minds of . the 
Canadian Militia is that "it is better to be despised for too anxIOUS 

apprehensions than ruined by too confident security." 
The Royal Canadian Navy, small though it is, is efficient and ready 

for expansion. 
The Royal Canadian Air Force may DOW be reckoned as one of the grcat 

air forces of the world. 
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APPENDIX I. 
The Permanent Force of Canada consists of:-

2 Regiments of cavalry (RC. Dragoons and RC. L.S.H.). 
3 Batteries of horse artillery (RC.H.A.). 
5 Medium and heavy batteries (RC.A.) . 

13 Detachments of engineers (RC.E.). 
Corps of Signals (RC.C.S.). 

3 Regiments of infantry-each of 1 Battalion (RC.R, P.P.c.L.I. 
and R 22nd Regt.). 

4 Depots and 8 Detachments of Army Service Corps (RC.A.S.C.) 
12 Detachments of RC.A.M.C. 
12 Detachments of RC.O.C. 
5 Detachments of RC.A.V.C. 

12 Detachments of RC.A.P.C. 
Corps of Military Staff Clerks. 
Small Arms School (" A," "B," and "C" Wings). 

APPENDIX II. 
The Canadian Militia consists of:

Cavalry. 
33 Regiments of cavalry and mounted rifles and 33 reserve regiments. 

ArliUery. 
94 Field, 20 medium and 12 heavy batteries with 22 reserve brigades. 

Engineers. 
11 H.Q.'s divisional engineers. 
14 Field companies and 10 reserve field companies. 
7 Field troops and 4 reserve field troops. 
2 Fortress companies. 
1 Reserve topographical section. 

Canadian Corps of Signals. 
11 Divisional Signals. 
2 Fortress signal companies. 

Canadian Officers' Training Corps. 
At the Canadian Universities. 

Infantry and Rifles. 
122 Regiments each with 1 active battalion, except The Q.O.R and 

The R.H. of C., which have 2 active battalions; total 124 
battalions. 

166 Reserve battalions. 
25 Reserve regimental depots authorized to date. 

Canadian Machine Gun Corps. 
2 Motor machine gun brigades and 2 reserve brigades. 
1 Cavalry machine gun squadron and reserve squadron. 

12 Machine gun battalions and 10 reserve machine gun battalions. 
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Canadian Army Service Corps. 
12 Divisional trains. 
9 Reserve divisional trains. 
2 Reserve depots. 

Canadian Army Medical Corps. 
5 General hospitals. 
2 Reserve general hospitals. 
7 Casaulty clearing stations. 

27 Field ambulancel'. 
12 Reserve Field ambulances. 
7 Cavalry field ambulances. 
2 Reserve cavalry field ambulances. 

11 Field hygiene sections. 
3 Reserve motor ambulance convoys. 

Reserve mobile laboratory. 
Reserve X-ray unit. 
Reserve base depot medical stores. 
Reserve advanced rlepot medical stores. 

12 Reserve depots. 
Canadian Dental Corps. 

11 Detachments. 
Canadian Ordnance Corps. 

11 Detachments. 
Canadian Army Veterinary Corps. 

7 Mobile veterinary sections. 
2 Cavalry mobile veterinary sections. 
I Reserve depot. 

Canadian Postal Corps. 
12 Detachments. 

Cadet Services of Canada. 
General List of officers. 

Canadian Chaplain Service. 
General List of officers. 
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Great events hang by a thread. The able man turns everything ~ 
profit, neglects nothing that may give him one chance more; the man of 18811 
ability, by overlooking just one thing, spoils the whole.-NsJ*eon. 

A regiment is never destroyed by the enemy; sir, it is immortalized.

Napoleon. 
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IRELAND AND AVIATION 
By CAPTAIN O. A. HERON, Army Air Corps. 

PART III. 

THE REPORT that Air Taxi Services will be available shortly will have 
aroused in everyone interested in the development of Aviation in 
Ireland feelings of gratitude and pride-gratitude for the removal 
of the stigma of being the only country in Europe in which there were 

none with sufficient enterprise and faith in the future of aviation to explore 
its commercial possibilities with their own money; pride in that the initiative 
was taken by an Irish man. It is significant that the promoter of the venture 
is a business-man in the Motor Engineering Trade who, without any extensive 
knowledge or personal experience of aviation, has weighted from a business 
viewpoint its progress in " airminded " countries, has thrown into the balance 
against our apparent lack of airmindedness his faith in the readiness of the 
Irish people to appreciate the advantages of the most modern form of transport 
if it were made available for them and has started on the path that the angels 
of the Aviation world-those with intimate knowledge of all its parts-feared 
as yet to tread. I think his faith will be justified and the venture will be 
financially successful. Taking it for granted that the concern is managed on 
sound business lines, the extent of its success and that of similar undertakings
for there are bound to be other groups of business-men equally alive to the 
possibilities of Aviation-will depend on (i) the extent to which our people 
become" airminderl ", and (ii) the nature and the quality of the Flying Service 
provided for them. 

To some degree these conditions are interdependent; for example, a 
few bad accidents resulting from defective personel or materials would not only 
cut short the career of the Company responsible, but might result in retarding 
generally the growth of Aviation by prejudicing the many who would normally 
be prepared to give the new form of transport a trial or those others who 
would judge it objectively by its results. On the other hand, an airminded 
people would no more be deterred by such accidents from using Air transport 
than motorists would be dissuaded from employing motor transport by reading 
of road accidents due to defective brakes, steering or other parts. These 
two requisites for the successful growth of Aviation-airmindedness on the one 
hand and quality of Service on the other-involve, in the main, consideration 
from difie.tent aspects. The former primarily rests with the individual, but 
concerns the State; the latter concerns the individual, but responsibility for it rests with the Government. 

AIlUIINDED ESS. 

It may be desirable to explain this constantly recurring word, "air
mindednes ," owing to the fact that it is a comparatively new word. There 
is no other term sufficiently comprehensive in its meaning. It may be defined 
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as "the realisation, either consciously or subconsciotbly, of the national 
and individual potentialities of Aviation, and the will to develop its potentialities 
by making use of it in every possible way." The term is truly represented 
in the act of Miss Amy Johnson, who devoted the little spare time she had to 
~earning to fly, and then set off in a second-hand machine to fly across the world; 
It covers equally the mental attitude of the flying businessman and pleasure 
seeker from Croydon to Le Bourget, Berlin, Basle or Vienna and the epic 
flights of Kingsford Smith and other "world-fliers." It describes, in fine, 
the frame of mind of the person who uses the " Air Mail " in preference to the 
ordinary postal service, the person who cuts down his tobacco or some other 
pleasure to pay for a 10-minute "joy-ride," the person who can afford to 
and does buy and use his own aircraft for business and pleasure, the research 
worker and the manufacturer-one could add hundreds of other examples 
illustrating that the characteristic of "airmindedness" is a conscious or 
subsconcious belief in the value of Aviation, displayed by using it wherever 
and whenever possible. There may be as many degrees of airmindedness as 
there are types of people using aircraft, but the country that succeeds rapidly 
in making its inhabitants airminded, to whatever degree, need not fear for its 
safety and prosperity to the same extent as its neighbour who limits his activity 
to two dimensions. . 

FOSTERING THE AIRMIND. 

The only way to encourage the growth of airmindedness is by first 
familiarising the people with aircraft, the uses and the mode of employment 
of various classes; and then by assisting in and supervising the proviSion 
of such facilities as will lead to the general public using aircraft in the same 
matter-of-fact way as it uses other forms of transport. 

There are many reasons for not leaving Aviation to make its way unaided, 
and play its part in the daily lives of the people as a result of natural develop
ment. Other countries with a score of yeals experience of Aviation have 
recognised the futility of expecting it to become popular as a National asset. 
Its National importance demanded acceleration in the process of making 
people airminded, and various plans of campaign were embarked upon. 
Incidentally, the schemes of the different countries afford a rather interesting 
study in national psychology. The Italian deals only with the men, and it is 
practically a command to join the Special Air Force Reserve; to qualify 
for Reserve Pay, candidates must not exceed a maximum of 10 h~~' ~ual 
instruction and must fly annually a minimum of 20 hours. The Bntish glV 
a capitation grant for each pupil who is successfully train d by th A ro ClubS 
(of which there are about 26 in Britain) and also subsidises heavily a company 
known as National Flying Services on condition that it eqt?p5 tw ~ty 
aerodromes and eighty landing grounds within three years; National Flymg 
Services carries out flying training, air taxi work, gives "joy-rides" and 
exhibition displays, houses and maintains private aircraft, etc.. Further, 
Britain has not only a very fine Air Force Reserve built up mainly by the 
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" Short Service" system, but rapidly perfecting an " Auxiliary Air Force" 
composed of businessmen and others who learn to fly in their spare time and get 
their Service training on " territorial" lines. The extravagant spoon-feeding 
of the French system is very hard to understand. It may be that even with 
her 140 Squadrons-the largest Air Force in Europe-she feels that it is strength 
expanded by the available Reserves that will count in the event of war. 
At any rate, the French Air Ministry has allotted 2,000,000 francs in prizes 
for a light aeroplane competition for next October to encourage the production 
of light aeroplanes and the development of airmindedness. It has also 
contracted to contribute to the cost of purchase and of upkeep of light aeroplanes 
used solely for private purposes. There is a fixed contribution of 8,000 francs 
towards the purchase of all types; there are further allowances of varying 
amounts according to the seating capacity, range, engine power, design and 
safety devices. The total subsidy available for a private owner in France 
under these different headings will amount to about £400, or two-thirds the 
purchase price of a first-class light aeroplane. Not only that, but the French 
Air Ministry contributes maintenance allowances of from 65 francs to 160 
francs per hour of flying from 100 to 250 hours. The scheme seems to have many 
flaws from a French National point of view, e.g., it favours the larger type 
of light aeroplane and so subsidises most heavily the owner who least needs 
a subsidy; it also places no embargo on the import of foreign light aeroplanes ; 
but it shows the importance attached to Private Aviation by the French 
Government. Considering these schemes, it is obvious there is a necessity 
for positively fostering airmindedness. 

" ALL IS GRIST--" 

There must be about sixty-five per cent. of the people of Ireland who 
have never been near enough to an aeroplane to examine it. The only Irish 
aeroplanes they know of are those they have read of or have been told ale 
at the Air Corps Headquarters, Baldonnel, whence the "Bremen" started. 
People living in the country outside a radius of eighty miles from that centre 
seldom, if ever, hear an aeroplane even overhead, as Baldonne1 is the only 
aerodrome in use. Everything connected with Aviation is all very remote. 
Their only interest in Aviation is the news interest when air crashes and 
outstanding flights are recorded. If they read of anyone advocating" Aviation 
for All" they still are not interested, for they and about another twenty 
per cent. of the population regard Aviation as a business for professionals 
and the very rich man only. This is the attitude of the vast majority of our 
people. Can one expect anything else. What possible chance have they 
ever had of becoming airminded? More than half of this class-the bulk 
of the population-would become staunch supporters of Aviation in various 
ways, given the opportunity. Out of those remaining who await an airminded
ness campaign, some would welcome and avail of air services if established, 
both for bu iness and pleasure; some would be willing to ~se Aviation as 
fully a possible after they had been convinced of its practicability by seeing 
services operate successfully over a period of time; but there would still be 
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co~serva~ve " die-~ards " who would not use Aircraft under any circumstances 
while trams ~d ships are available; the remainder, at a generous estimate, 
those already engaged in Aviation in Ireland, including the few private owners 
and that gallant band of enthusiasts whose airmindedness surmounts all 
difficulties in the •• Irish Aero Club." 

PRIVATE AVIATION IS THE NUSERY OF THE II AIR MIND." 

The establishment of an Air Transport Service at the moment would 
have the support of a small percentage of the adult population. The operations 
of the Service would not result in any appreciable increase of business within 
a year or two. Except at the termini, the people over whose heads the machines 
flew would still regard aircraft as outside their sphere. 

Personal contact with aircraft and flying is the only sure way of popularis
ing Aviation. Personal contact and familiarity with Aircraft and flying can 
be established much more easily and more generally by II Private Aviation" 
than by Air Transport. Therefore, Private Aviation must be the principal 
medium for fostering of airmindedness. 

"Private Aviation" ordinarily means all forms of flying undertaken 
by persons or groups of persons interested in Aviation per se, and without the 
opjective of personal financial gain. Strictly speaking, this definition includes 
only Aviation Clubs and the Private Owner who does not II ply for hire or 
reward," but, in assisting Private Aviation with a view to spreading airminded
ness, it will be necessary to take account of Technical Schools and approved 
Flying Schools as valuable aids in the dissemination of Aviation instruction. 
Technical Schools can include in their curricula instruction in subjects such as 
Theory of Flight, Aero Engines, Rigging, Air Pilotage and Navigation. No 
one should be allowed to fly without an instructor until he or she has given 
evidence of having, at least, an elementary knowledge of these subjects. 
As for Flying Schools, conducted by competent individuals on commercial 
lines, they often show better results than do Clubs, because their instruction 
must be intensive, economic, and up to a high standard, as the finished pupil 
will proclaim the efficiency or inefficiency of the School. 

DEVELOPING PRIVATE AVIATION. 

The general plan recommended here for fostering airmindedness thro~gh 
Private Aviation is a modification of the British and French systems which 
would best seem to suit our circumstances. It covers the provision of (i) gener'll 
facilities for flying; (ii) flying training; (iii) instruction in " ground subjects " 
and (iv) flying facilities when trained. 

(i) Flying Facilities. 
Most people now interested in Aviation will trace back the awak~ning 

of that interest to a " joy ride" taken in a spirit of adventure to expenence 
a new thrill or simply out of curiosity. The number of people wh~ ~ 
satisfied with one flight only is negligible. There is no better way ~f ~ammg 
staunch adherents to Aviation than by providing opporturuties for 
joy-riding at reasonable rates. The media for doing so are: (II) Aviation 

~ 
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Clubs, (b) Flying Schools, (c) Private Owners. Clubs and Schools are 
considered in detail in Sec. II (Flying Training) and Private Owners 
under Sec. IV. 

(ii) Flying Training. 
Quite a large percentage of those who have experienced once or twice 

the exhiliaration of flying long for an opportunity of mastering the art 
themselves to enjoy to the full the pleasures they have only tasted as 
passengers. Aviation Clubs and Flying Schools provide the means; 
and the Government will offer them the opportunity of satisfying their 
ambition, on reasonable conditions. 

Clubs are formed by persons who find they have in common an aim 
or interest sufficiently strong to make it worth while to combine in 
pursuit of it. Everything connected with Aviation is still so expensive 
that it requires enthusiasm of a very high order on the part of the average 
middle class person to make the contributions necessary to support a 
non-subsidised Aviation Club. As Clubs are so necessary for fostering 
Private Aviation and Airrnindedness, they should be encouraged, both 
morally and financially by the State. The State is also responsible for 
ensuring, by the regulations of its Air Department, that the conditions 
on which they are established and managed are standardised to some extent 
and rigidly enforced. 

FORMATION OF AVIATION CLUBS. 
(i) General. 

The formation of Clubs should be assisted at first in well populated 
districts, preferably in the vicinity of cities or large towns. " Ground 
Instruction" in the Technical Schools could then be co-ordinated with the 
course of instruction given at the Club. In districts that are thinly 
populated or are apathetic or doubtful towards Aviation, Clubs should 
not be formed until there is a guaranteed minimum number of flying 
members or until the district has been aroused by the enthusiasm and 
success of Clubs in other districts. 

(ii) Composition of Clubs. 
Clubs should be formed of not less thcin 100 members; forty per cent. 
from the outset should be full flying members, i.e., prepared to qualify 
as pilots. A temporary committee consisting of a President and seven 
members, including the Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, should be 
elected at the first General Meeting. The committee would decide on 
type of aircraft to be purchased, fees to be charged and draft Club rules. 
Their decisions, when passed at a General Meeting, would be forwarded 
to Air Department, with a copy of the Membership List, plan of proposed 
aerodrome and accommodation available for aircraft and personnel. 

(iii) InsJructional Staff. 
(a) Flying. 

There should be two qualified instructors to every forty full flying members. 
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(b) Ground Subjects' 

Arrangements must be made by the Club Committee for instruction 

of ~embers at a Technical School or on the Club premises in the following 

subJects: Elementary Theory of Flight, Rigging, Engines, Air Pilotage 

and Navigation. The Flying Staff may instruct in these SUbjects. 

(c) Maintenance Staff. 

One Ground Engineer holding "A" and "c" Licences may be 

employed for each two aircraft, or two Ground Engineers holding 

respectively" A " and " C " licences may be employed on three aircraft. 

Club members (flying) should be detailed to assist in maintenance 

and top overhauls of airframes and engines as part of their practical 

instruction. 

GENERAL. 

(iv) State Aid. 
The Air Department will assist generally along the lines noted in the 

previous article of this series dealing with Air Transport Scheme ((v) b] 

viz.: ,. providing all possible information regarding landing grounds 

and aerodrome sites; the surveying of these sites by the Air Corps if 

necessary; mediation or intervention in negotiations for the purchase 

of sites, to secure a fair valuation," etc. 

Some Notes on selection of sites of aerodromes: 

(a) Should give a clear run of 700-800 yards in as many directions 

as possible. The ideal shape is a circle; next best shapes in order of 

preference are a square, a right angled arrowhead, a polygon giving 

desired runs, a T or L shape. 
(b) No obstructions likely to arise from future building (if site is near 

a city). Any obstructions necessitate lengthening the runway by about 

five times, the height of the obstruction. 

(c) Gradient not exceeding 1-60. 

(d) No hills near aerodrome in direction of prevailing wind, to cause 

down currents when taking off. 
(e) Must not be liable to floods in winter, easily drained, soil not 

too light, causing continual dust. 
The cataloguing of aerodrome sites, landing grounds and emergency 

landing grounds is long overdue. 
A register of Air Corps Reserve pilots, instructors, and mechani~, 

suitable for employment under the Civil Aviation Scheme, should be mam

tained in the Air Ministry. Clubs should choose their instructional person

nel from this list. 
Information regarding all types of aircraft and a~vice on the choice 

of a type for any particular work should also be available. 

Subsidies. 
Financial assistance to approved Clubs should be along the following 

lines : 
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(a) Free grant of one training machine. (The type of light aeroplane 
generally used for touring and training, the" Moth," can be had now for 
£585. Several other types are available at £600-£800.) The grant would 
be conditional on the Club buying another training machine. 

(b) A free grant of a second machine after the first year to Clubs 
that have increased their membership by seventy-five per cent. to one 
hundred per cent., own at least three machines for Club use and are 
showing satisfactory results. 

(c) A loan of £10 per full flying member, up to a limit of £1000, 
repayable within ten years. (Mainly to assist in meeting initial expenses, 
e.g., buildings, insurance, etc.) 

(d) A Club member joining the Air Corps Reserve, when accepted, 
would have his flying training expenses refunded to a limit of £20; if 
under twenty-five years of age, £15 if under thirty, and £10 if under 
thirty-five. The Club would be granted a bonus of £5. 

(e) A loan of £2,000, repayable within ten years should be given to 
approved Flying Schools. 

(f) Benefits under para. (d) would apply also to Flying Schools. 
(g) A bonus of Is. per hour flown by instructor with passenger would 

be paid to approved Clubs and Flying Schools. 
The amount involved would be comparatively small, as it applies 

only to approved instructors, either instructing or giving "joy-rides"; 
instructors will average about 1,000 hours annually. 

COST OF THE SCHEME. 

The amount involved in this Scheme is really a very small price to pay 
for airmindedness. It works out at about £2,000 per Club initially, most of which 
is on loan only and about £500 per Club annually, allowing for twenty members 
from each Club joining the Air Corps Reserve each year, and two instructors in each Club flying 1,000 hours each. 

Although the subsidy is small, it should be sufficient to enable well 
organised Clubs to establish themselves firmly and popularise Aviation by 
making flying possible for everyone at moderate charges. 

Ireland could easily maintain five or six Clubs at present in addition to the 
existing "Irish Aero Club" (which would then become the "Dublin Aero 
('lub ") . Cork, Galway, Limerick, Waterford, Kilkenny and Dundalk, for 
instance, are obviously go-ahead centres, where Clubs would find no lack of 
adherents. Municipal Bodies in the cities should take their Aviation Clubs 
under their wings officially and ensure their prosperity, remembering that a 
flying centre near their town is going to be of inestimable value, not only in 
educating their citizens, but also in attracting visitors. As a matter of interest 
it is worth noting that at the end of last year, Canada had sixteen Clubs, 
Australia, 10; N. Zealand, 9; S. Africa, 8 ; and India 4, to our one. 

(To be continued.) 
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BRASS TACKS. 
By COMMDT. L. EGAN, General Staff. 

DURING the later stages of the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-78, when 
British suspicion ot Russian designs on Constantinople and the 
Dardanelles had developed into pronounced hostility, popular feeling 
was lashed to fever heat by a famous music-hall ditty, the refrain of 

which ran something like this :-
"We don't want to fight, but, by jingo, if we do, 
We've got the ships, we've got the men, we've got the money too." 

The rest of the song, with its melody, has shared the fate of the vast majority 
of its ephemeral prototypes. The couplet quoted has survived, not because 
of any intrinsic poetical merit, for it has none; not because it enshrines any 
lofty thought or expresses any very noble sentiment; but because of its truth. 
For it reflects bluntly and accurately the Chauvinism of a great nation zealous 
of its interests, proud of its strength, and confident in its resources ; and 
incidentally, explains why aggressive British nationalism has ever. since bee~ 
known as Jingoism. 

Perhaps it is a good example of the arrogance C?f which all great nations, 
and some weak ones, are occasionally guilty. But it has at least the merit 
of a sound basis. Which is one of the reasons why bellicose threats on the part 
of small, badly-equipped states like our own always appear ludicrous-almost 
as ludicrous as peaceful prote~tations. 

The fact that tlie British Empire was built up in part by a policy of 
ruthlessness and repression does not alter the position. It is no better, and 
no worse, in this respect than any other great state of modem times, or of 
ancient times, for that matter. Vae victis has ever been the slogan of 
conquerors. For war recognises neither justice nor charity nor righteousness. 
Great powers fighting for a place in the sun concern themsleves solely with 
results. It is only the vanquished or their syrnpathisers who question the 
means by which the results are achieved. The Victorian Briton certainly 
had no qualms of conscience about the antecedents of his country. And if he 
was moved to song by a contemplation of British power, he had at least 
the satisfaction of knowing that, ethical considerations notwithstanding, 

he had something to sing about. 
Far be it from me to advocate, or even suggest, that we in this country 

should follow the Machiavellian example of the empire-builders. At the same 
time we should realize that, without offending in any way against recognised 
ethical standards, we can reach a degree of national power and prosperity, 
which will command far more respect internationally than the reiteration 
of empty platitudes about our past piety, our present hopes, or our future 

plans. 
During the past couple of years the question of o~ claim to inte~a~onaI 

respect has been treated by our public men in a spmt strongly remuuscent 
of Lilliput. On the one band we have our ., Little Endians " (shall we say?) 
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who insist that this state of ours is a little bit of Heaven; on the other halld 
the" Big-Endians" proclaim with equal emphasis that it is-well. a most 
distressful country. The former can never do any harm. for the booster is 
allowed a respectable margin for exaggeration; the latter are a positive 
menace. for it is but human nature to expect that. in a case like this. the 
reality is actually worse than the report suggests. Swift solved the Lilliputian 
problem by deporting the II Big-Endians." 

Is it not time for us to "IIlake up our minds that we are no better. and 
no worse. than other people? We are not blessed or cursed with national 
wealth. But we are still a long way from bankruptcy. We have. relatively 
speaking. no national debt. Our unemployment problem fades into 
insignificance beside that of our wealthy neighbour. We have just completed 
the main scheme of a gigantic national electric plant which only needs faith 
and co-operation (I nearly said .. good works ") to make it the basis of a 
great industrial revival. 

let us be honest. Self-confidence whether in a man or in a nation 
demands no apology. SE-lf-depreciation is more often a vice than a virtue. There is nothing wrong with this country tl:.:at time. patience and hard 
work cannot heal. And there is no reason in the world why we should not 
immediately set about the task of earning by our efforts and example the 
respect which is only given to accomplished facts. One of our first steps towards 
this end must be an intensive consideration of the question of our national 
defence. I believe we can afford to defend the State as it should be defended. 
If I am wrong, it seems to me that a state which cannot afford a 
reasonable measure of defence is not worth defending at aU. 

The strength of nations, be they great or small,is measured by their wealth, 
coupled with the degree of organisation of their warlike resources. Great 
wealth may to SOme extent compensate for, but can never completely take the place of, organisation for war. We can accordingly appreciate the fact 
that a relatively poor country like Japan with a higbly-organised war
machine is, eVen under post-war conditions, regarded with misgivings by the 
much wealthier United States. Though it must be admitted that the lessons 
of the war have not been overlooked by Uncle Sam. 

Judged by such standards our position in the scale of compaIison is a ratheI 
lowly one. If our present rate of progress towards national security is any 
criterion, many years must elapse before our peaceful protestations or warlike 
threats can provide anything but amusement for the nations which have 
learned the lesson almost ignored by us-that national defence transcends in importance all other questions of State. 

What is the nse of national culture, industrial prosperity, and economic 
stability if we leave ourselves a prey to the first invader that comes along? 
During our chequered history we have had all these attributes of freedom 
from time to time, only to be robbed of them by successive invaders. Must 
future generations sufier for our apathy as we have suffered for the obtuseness 
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of our forefathers? Or, if our own history is not sufficient, has the history 
of other nations no moral for us ? 

In the course of his address to officers at McKee Barracks last October 
Mr. Blythe pointed out very truly that an intelligent interest in defen~ 
problems does not exist among our civilian population. Unfortunately, 
public appreciation of a highly involved question like this is seldom 
spontaneous; and, as a general rule, requires prolonged and intensive 
stimulation. The Volunteer Reserve will undoubtedly help to dispel the 
prevailing lethargy, though it is by no means obvious that the assured 
success of this force does not depend, to a great extent, on the established 
existence of that very interest, the cultivation of which is presumably 
regarded as part of the Reserve mission. As a forward step, however, it has 
much to recommend it; but unless it is supported by nation-wide propaganda 
on the major issue of national defence, it will be labouring under an 
impossible handicap. 

There is urgent need for a far wider appeal to the national conscience 
than the Volunteer Reserve can be expected to furnish. Politicians, the 
press, educational authorities, business-men, all owe it to themselves and to 
the State to place national security in its true perspective before a bewildered 
pUblic. 

What have oui politicians accomplished? None of the parties can be 
accused of having pushed our defence problem into the forefront of national 
politics. On the few occasions on which it came up for discussion in the 
Dail, it was used, for the most part, as a stalking-horse by the chop-logics 
of all parties. It ought to be abundantly clear to all concerned that, while 
opinions may differ regarding the ways and means of implementing a 
particular policy, there should be a very definite agreement between all parties 
on the broad outlines of the policy itself. Intelligent public interest in 
defence will never be fostered by the quips and quiddities of polemical debate. 

Our daily papers devote so much space to the naval and military problems 
of foreign states, that, save for an occasional howl for retrenchment in defence 
expenditw-e, they largely ignore our own. Our weekly journals are little better, 
With a couple of exceptions, those which do not completely disregard the 
question merely use it to flay political rivals. The most notable exception, The 
Irishman, has the creditable distinction of having devoted more space than 
all its contemporaries to a dispassionate survey of our defence problem. 
Its example might well be followed by far more pretentious organs. 

What are our educational authorities doing? Does the cultivation of 
citizenship receive due prominence in our school and college curricula? I 
seriously doubt it. The presence in our midst of at least three well-defined 
and widely-divergent brands of Boy Scouts suggests If something.~~ten in the 
State of Denmark." Surely it is not outside the bounds of pos51bility to find 
the highest common factor of these clashing loyalties, and so make th~ ~ut 
movement the national asset it can, and should, be I The stock objection 
to scout organisations is that they encourage militarism. Even if they do-
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which I donbt-the corresponding development of the spirit of citizenship 
makes the experiment well worth the risk. Pacifists are not always-nor 
often-good citizens. 

The business-men? By a strange paradox the people who have most to 
lose in the event of invasion clamour most loudly for a reduction in the cost 
of our military commitments. Few of them would be prepared to advocate 
complete disarmament, though it would be as difficult to determine the 
minimum that would satisfy them as to establish exactly what they want it 
for. Some, no doubt, suffer from what has been aptly described as "the 
internal disorder complex," and, consequently, regard the Army as nothing 
more than an armed reserve for the civil police. Very little has been done to 
dispel that illusion. In fact, some eighteen months ago, in the course of the 
trial of the prisoners charged with illegal possession of arms, a distinguished 
judge stated from the Bench (according to the Press.) "that the Free State 
Army was being daily reduced, and the only reason for its maintenance, -even 
at its present strength, was the existence of people who were keeping up another 
army." In the absence of any official repudiation it is difficult to blame the 
ordinary citizen if he accepts such statements at their face value. 

There are others to whom the possession of an army, however small, 
suggests conformity with some kind of vaguely-conceived international 
propriety. For these people an army, like liveried servants, is an outward 
and visible sign of respectability and good form. This class has much in 
common with Herr Brockman, the owner of the "Old Munich" beer-hall 
in O. Henry's short story, "The Halberdier of the Little Rheinschloss." 
Admirers of the American writer will recall how Brockman, good German 
that he was, converted an upper dining-room into a replica of a Bavarian 
rheinschloss 100f with turrets, Rhineland views and all the usual effects. 
To compelete the ensemble he hired a young man to act as halberdier, a 
dignitary whom Waiter No. IS described as "the guy in the hammered brass 
Prince Albert, and the oroide gold pants, and the amalgamated copper hat, 
that carried the combination meat-axe, ice-pick, and liberty pole, and used 
to stand on the first landing as you go up to the little Rindslosh." 

What an idea for our Brockmans I A one-man army I Just one well
built, good-looking soldier in full war kit, who might be occasionally 
exhibited for the edification of foreign visitors! Even such a force might 
be considered excessive. There are people and politicians in this country 
who e ideas of national defence would be adequately represented by all 
irritable-looking wolf-hound guarding the portals of a ferro-concretC' round-tower in College Green. 

• Vide Irish TifMS, January lSth, 1929. 



July. An c-OStAC. 47 

THE MANffiUVREOFBANTRY BAY 
(Concluded.) 

CHAPTER I X. 

THE PROBABLE RESULTS OF A FRENCH VICTORY IN IRELAND. 

Assuming, which we have seen to be reasonable, that Hoche secured 
complete military control of Ireland in the course of the first half of the 
year 1797; what effect would such an eventuality have had on the general 
course of the great war that had lasted so many years? In attempting to 
answer this question the most logical method is to review what did, in point 
of fact, happen; and then to see whether, in what way, and to what extent, 
those happenings would have been affected by Hoche's victory in Ireland. 

THE DEFEAT OF AUSTRIA AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 

As has been mentioned at the beginning of this study, there remained 
at this time, on the continent, only one ally of England in arms against 
France. That enemy, Austria, confronted the armies of the Republic on the 
Rhine and in Italy. On January 14th, Bonaparte won the last of his Italian 
victories at Rivoli, captured Mantua, and pursued the retreating Austrians 
along the road to Vienna. On April 18th the Emperor Francis II. signed 
the Armistice of Leoben, which was confirmed by the Treaty of Campn
Formio on October 17th. 

Meantime on the Rhine the French armies-under Hoche himself as it 
happened-had also been driving the Austrians before them. Only the 
news of Leoben caused the French to halt, and prevented the Austrian 
retreat from becoming a rout. At all events Austria was definitely out of 
the field by the end of April, and England's last continental sword was stricken 
from her grasp. 

Austria, then, as a matter of history, fell out of the struggle during 1797. 
That event-if there were to be any change at all-<ould only be hastened 
by Hoche's success in Ireland. Austria, in other words, might have become 
panic-stricken, and capitulated earlier than she actually did. At all event 
the situation would have been this by the middle of 1797; France quite unop
posed on the continent of Europe, with the undisputed use of the 1>1 diterranean, 
and Franco-Irish forces in control of Ireland. 

This is one side of the qllestion, and by itself it would be d cidedIy 
menacing from the English point of view. Was there anoth r sid of th 
question? Was there any contrary factor that England could hope to 
turn to account to redress the adverse balance? Was there nothing 
wherewith to stem the swelling tide of French sue ? 

There was certainly the British navy. In particular th r \ as at 
Lisbon the fleet of Jervis-possibly, all things considered, the best fleet that 
ever "lay in the line." The" one bright spot" of this period was ~ 
admiral's victory over the Spanish fleet off Cape St. Vmcent. And It 
might be contended that the great superiority of the English at sea would 
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have cOUliterbalanced all the French victories on land. This is very 
doubtful: "The English Admirals of that day were giants-but they were 
not omnipotent. "* 

But let us analyse the circumstances of 

THE BATTLE OF CAPE ST. VINCENT. 
This victory of Sir John Jervis-on February 14th, 1797-was one of the 

most, if not the most, decisive of the crises of the Revolutionary War. The 
English Admiral, when about to begin the battle, was heard to say: "A 
victory is very essential to England at this moment." He was right: 
from the moment he won his victory the tide began to turn. The time 
necessary to tide over the phase of Austrian inaction was gained. For our 
purpose the question is: would the success of Hoche in Ireland have altered 
the events of February 14th? 

As far as we can judge after this lapse of time, it would have altered 
them-and in this way. The battle, in that event, would hardly have been 
fought at all. It was only when Bridport definitely concluded that all 
danger in Ireland was over that he decided to re-inforce the squadron of 
Jervis, then watching Cadiz. On January 19th he despatched five ships
of-the-line and 'a frigate, giving this division a rendezvous off Cape St. 
Vincent. There it joined Jervis on February 6th-only a week before the 
battle. 

With Hoche in Ireland, disposing of even a portion of the French fleet, 
it would be in the last degree unlikely that Bridport would have sent any 
reinforcement to Jervis-and still less likely that any Government would have 
allowed him to do so. Left to his own resources, with only 10 ships, 
however excellent, Jervis could only have harried the Spaniard'), not defeated 
them. He could only observe Cadiz; he could not effectively blockade that 
harbour. After a time his squadron would be compelled by mere wastage 
to abandon its station and return home. 

So that, lacking the Battle of Cape St. Vincent, the general war situation 
of England would be very markedly the worse. 

THE ENGLISH NAVAL MUTINIES OF 1797. 
There was, moreover, in 1797, one important cause materially affecting 

the inherent English superiority at sea, which we must examine briefly. 
This very serious factor was the discontent and spirit of mutiny rife in 

the Navy at this time. There is no need, nor is this the place, to go 
exhaustively into this matter. It will suffice to state the facts. In April, 
May, and June there were definite mutinies in the various home squadrons. 
These were of such dimensions, and lasted so long, as to definitely incapacitate 
the fleets for the time being. Even in the most favourable circumstances 
the mere time required to quell a mutiny would have sufficed to enable a 
serious French force to get to sea--such a force, for example, as Hoche's second expeditionary force en bloc. 

• I have beeo unable to identify this quotation.-J. J. O·C. 
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The fact that the sailors' discontent was well founded, and mainly due 
to poor conditions of pay, food and leave, certainly made it easier to restore 
discipline-by giving them what they demanded. But this did not make the 
mutinies, while they lasted, any the less dangerous. For example, the 
Channel Fleet, in April, refused to put to sea to look for a French squadron 
reported as having left Brest; and in May most of the squadron blockading 
the Dutch coast sailed off their station, and back to the Nore. At Lisbon 
a plot was discovered- i.e., in the fleet of J ervis even- to seize the ships, 
bring them to Cork, and place them at the disposal of the United Irishmen. 
Evidently such a frame of mind among the men would have made things very 
difficult in the event of continued English reverses in Ireland. 

It may, of course, be argued that, even in a period of discontent, the 
esprit de corps of an outstanding Service, like the Royal Navy, would rise 
to the occasion if real danger became imminent. And we may take it that 
this would have proved to be largely the case as regards general discontent. 
On the other hand, this motive would have had no appeal for the Irish 
portion of the sailors-4>f whom there was a very considerable number. These 
men could not have been relied on for a moment in the circumstances we are 
contemplating. 

Probably their action, instead of mutiny, would have taken the more 
practical form of desertion-bringing their ships with them if possible. 
Small ships, capable of being handled for a few days by a skeleton crew, 
might have easily been taken in this way. There was the instructive 
precedent of the J ackal in November, 1779, during the American War. 
This ship, a l4-gun cutter, was lying at Sheemess- £.e., well up the Thames 
Est.uary-and one day when most of the officers were ashore, she was seized 
by ~eventeen of the crew, under the leadership of one Luke Ryan, taken to 
Calais, and licensed as a privateer to harrass traffic off the East Coast of 
Scotland. The Jackal's crew were mainly Irishmen taken by the Pressgang.· 
This brings us to a certain pOssibility. 

PROSPECT OF AN IRISH NAVAL FORCE. 
The general instructions given to Hoche by the Directory contained 

the following passage: "Two essential matters will call for your attention 
on arriving in Ireland, the organisation of a simple and economical financial 
system, and the formation of a formidable Irish Navy. It is superfluous 
to enlarge on these two aims the importance of which is self-evident." 

Whether a really formidable Irish navy could have so quickly been created 
is questionable. But there certainly could have been form d a rough-and
ready auxiliary force capable of being of enormoUS assistance to the French. 
There would have been plenty of personnel available from among the 
vessels thrown out of employment by embargo on trade with. Engl~d, 
from smugglers and fishermen, stiffened by deserters from English hips. 
A far larger proportion of the Irish population then followed the sea for a 

• Clowes, History of'lIe Royal Nauy, Vol. IV., Ch. XXXII. 
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living than does so now. This Irish seafaring population would have 
disposed of the valuable asset of intimate local knowledge-of England, 
Wales, and Scotland, as well as of the Irish coast. 

As regards the vessels available, these would be for the most part small ; 
the average size of the coaster of that period being, according to Mahan, 
80 tons. What could be looked for, therefore, was a numerous flotilla of 
small craft operating in thoroughly familiar waters. The following, from 
Lecky, regarding Wexford town in 1798, shows how a commencement could 
have been made; "Three cannon were mounted in a position to command 
the harbour, and three oyster-boats in the harbour were fitted out as cruisers. 
They succeeded in bringing in several vessels bound for Dublin,with provisions, 
and also in making a capture which was of great importance. Lord 
Kingsborough, who commanded the North Cork Militia, was ignorant of the 
occupation of Wexford by the rebels, and was proceeding there by water, 
when, on June 2nd, he was taken prisoner by one of the armed oyster-boats, 
together with two of his officers, and was imprisoned as a hostage." 

A naval force formed on the lines indicated affords distinct elements 
of resemblance to the navy of the revolted American Colonies of a score of 
years before. In the one case as in the other the ships would have been small, 
ill-disciplined privateers; but, equally, in the one case as the other, there 
would have been a valuable hostile trade within easy reach. Further, the 
personnel in each case disposed of detailed local knowledge. Apart from 
its intrinsic worth, the Irish sea force would, by reason of the mere fact of 
its presence, prove an asset of extreme value. Especially would this have 
been the case supposing Roche found it necessary or desirable to make a 
descent on England itself. Rere the local knowledge would have proved altogether invaluable. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CORK AS A NAVAL BASE. 

Although Roche never expressly insisted on complete control of his fleet 
n the same undiscriminating fashion as Bonaparte in Egypt, we may 
assume that in Ireland he would, in fact, have retained it for the purpose of 
seconding his land operations. And in that event he would assuredly have 
taken steps to move it round from Bantry Bay to Cork-or rather to Cove. 
The effect of basing his fleet on Cork instead of the destitute port of Brest, 
would have been to increase its material efficiency to an enormous extent. 
The ships would have found all they needed on the spot, timber, spars, sails, 
cordage, pitch-such a plenty of all of them as no French sailor had seen since 
the war began. Mahan says: "how severe the blow would have been may 
be imagined, for in that place were collected stores and supplies to the value 
of a million and a half sterling, including the provisions of feeding the 
navy during the next year. Ireland was the great source from which naval provisions were drawn." 

But in addtion to this temporary-though great-material advantage, 
Cork further possessed the permanent strategical advantage of being quite as 
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difficult to blockade as Brest-distant from which it lay some 300 sea-miles 
to the North-West. To blockade Cork and Brest both. at one and the same 
time. would have been a task of altogether exceptional difficulty. requiring 
a greatly increased force. 

The raising. or even the serious slackening. of the blockade of their ports. 
would have greatly facilitated the training of the French crews. Squadrons 
of some strength of the better found vessels would get out from time to 
time, and what Mahan calls" the sea. the only drill ground," would have been 
available for exercising. 

ALTERED CHARACTER OF WARFARE AGAINST ENGLISH COMMERCE. 

The loss of Ireland would have completely changed the aspect of the 
warfare against English sea-borne trade. For its protection that trade 
depended on convoy, and the common rendezvous for outward-bound 
Convoys was Cork. Thus the whole existing edifice of outward convoy 
service would at once have collapsed. and an entirely new system must be 
organised under very adverse conditions. 

In the case of homeward-bound convoys the naval forces based ordinarily 
on Cork were wont to meet them some distance out. thus acting as an 
intelligence service. and a re-inforcement in one. This, also, would have 
ceased to be the case. So that the whole question of convoys would become 
complicated to a well-nigh overwhelming extent. And it is to be noted that this 
would have happened at once and automatically-by the mere fact that Ireland 
could no longer be used as a naval position. During these wars the English 
had based on Ireland over 100 ships-mostly cutters, brigs, and sloops. 
There were also about half a dozen frigates, and two or three smaller ships
of-the-line. 

Another instantaneous and very serious blow would be the loss of the trade 
with Ireland. In 1796 the entrances and clearances from English and Scottish 
ports for Ireland totalled 13.558, being more than half the total English overseas 
trade in numbers, though not in tonnage. In point of fact. these ships were 
mostly small, but their aggregate capacity was none the less well over a 
million tons. 

This we may call the passive side of the new war against Commerce, 
which had also an active side that must now be examined. 

This. indeed, was one of the chief weapons used by the French ag:unst 

England at this time, and was carried out. partly by government crUlsers, 
and partly by privateers. Until such time as their ships-of-tb -~ne could 
meet the English on fairly even terms, commerce-raiding must continu to be 
their main reliance. And this the occupation of Ireland would enormously 
intensify. 

The real value, from the commerce-raiding point of view, would be the 
provision of good bases outside the English blockading lines-:-fro~ Ushant 
to Cape Finisterrtr-and consequently also out of the scope of inlymg patrol 
vessels along the French coast. Nantes, Bordeaux, and Bayonne were the 
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important privateer bases, and their ships had to run the gauntlet going and 
returning on their voyages. "Out, therefore," says Mahan, "beyond the 
line of the enemy's blockade, upon the deep sea, and on one of the great 
commercial highways converging towards the Channel, was their post; there 
to remain as long as possible, and not lightly to encounter again the perils 
of the Bay of Biscay." Evidently. the existence of Irish harbours of refuge 
would have made all the difference to a hard pressed cruiser. For example, 
consider the capture of the famous 24-gun privateer Bo,delais in 1799, 
chased 129 miles in a gale in nine and a half hours. When finally captured 
she was brought round the Irish west coast to Cork, subsequently becoming a 
crack cOJ:vette in the English navy. But how different a story with Irish 
ports under her lee for which she might run. "In four years this ship had 
captured one hundred and sixty prizes, and was said to have cleared to her 
owners in Bordeaux a million sterling." 

There was possible-with Cork as another Brest-a very important 
extension of commerce-raiding. Instead of being compelled by the stringency 
of the English blockade to await an opportunity to slip out one ship at a time, 
the slackening of the blockade grip would have enabled small squadrons of 
powerful frigates or light ships-of-the-line to get to sea. Such forces would 
have been a commerce-destroying agency of a very different type to what 
was possible as things were. No convoy with an average escort could hope 
tq escape them. 

The only answer was to strengthen the escorts, and this could only be 
done at the expense of the main fleets. ' And any weakening of the main fleets 
was simply playing the game of the Allies- of Spain and Holland, as well as 
of France. In every aspect, in short, England would be thrown more and more 
on the defensive. 

POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER IMMEDIATE MILITARY PRESSURE. 

France, having eliminated Austria, her last continental military adversary, 
would during the course of 1797 dispose of important forces of excellent 
soldiers--forces that could not all be used in Ireland, or even England, no 
matter how favourable the circumstances. Was it, then, inevitable that these 
troops should be left idle all the time, or was there any sphere of operations 
where they might have been usefully employed? There would appear to 
be two distinct and limited objectives, requiring only limited forces, and which 
when attained would result in further serious curtailments of the English power. 

A.- PORTUGAL AND GIBRALTAR. 

The first of these objectives was Lisbon, the occupation of which would 
deprive Jervis' fleet of its base, and at once raise the blockade of the Spanish 
coasts. Jervis could, only with difficulty, base his fleet on Gibraltar; 
Gibraltar, though enormously strong, was only a fortress, with no resources 
whatever, except such as were brought to it by sea. The advance on 
Lisbon would have imposed practically no strain on the French military 
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reso~ces. All it called for was a French corps as the spear-point of a 
Spamsh Army. As we have seen earlier, England was apprehensive of such an 
attempt at this time-and Hoche by his fictitious proclamation had played 
on this fear. 

Once Lisbon fell, Gibraltar dropped to the status of an outpost-of 
mighty strength, it is true, but now wholly defensive in import. In the 
circumstances Spain would almost certainly have initiated a siege of that 
place, and the maintenance of its supplies would have tied up English Naval 
forces that would in more favourable conditions have been employed 
offensively. 

With the raising of the blockade Spanish trade in the Atlantic would 
have been restored in great part. Spain's economic situation, and, what 
was more important at the time, her naval efficiency would have revived. 
Just as in the case of France, a process of development would have begun 
enabling the Spaniards, in course of time, to take the sea in respectable shape. 
And, again, it must be repeated, this was really the desideratum for the 
continental navies. 

B.-HANOVER AND HAMBURG. 

The second offensive move open to the French was to advance into 
Hanover from Holland. It is to be remembered that King George III. was 
also Elector of Hanover, so that the advance was technically in a sense into 
quasi-English territory. But more important was the fact that this territory 
controlled the mouths of the Weser and Elbe-the two great rivers up whose 
valleys English commerce found its way into the centre of the European 
continent. Thus by a quite small advance beyond the Dutch frontier, 
France would have struck a serious blow at the English overseas trade-
more particularly the export trade. At this time German ports-of which 
Bremen and Hamburg were the chief-took between one-fourth and one-third 
of ALL English exports. These were partly manufactures, and partly re
export-the latter mostly of West Indian produce. The imports were also 
considerable-amounting to one-eighth of England's total imports. Evidently 
the stoppage of this great trade-stream, and the resulting economic 
dislocation in England, would have weighed very heavily in the scale, at a 
moment when the country was already very hard pressed in other directions. 
And in this case, as in that of Portugal, the strain on France would have 
been infinitesimal. When, in 1803, Bonaparte did, in fact, occupy Hanover 
only a Corps of 30,000 men was required for the purpose .. In ~707 the 
occupation would have certainly called for no more-and possibly mIght have 

been effected by even fewer. 
Thus, owing to the exclusively land defeat of England' contin ntal ally, 

it was directly and at once possible by moving French troops, to exert a very 
definite and serious pressure of a purely maritime kind. And, more than ~t, 
the pressure on England was out of real proportion to the comparatively 

minor effort required by France. 
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RE-INFORCED THREAT TO INDIA. 
No doubt the various projects against India would now receive a 

commencement of execution. By completely mastering its northern shores, 
Bonaparte had, for the time being, converted the Mediterranean into a French 
lake, and could begin to develop his naval power therein. 

The danger to England was really more immediate than this, inasmuch 
as by occupying Venice Bonaparte had obtained possession of the territories 
and resources of that ancient Republic. At Venice and Corfu there were 
secured the following ships: 9 light ships-of-the-line (64 gun); 9 frigates; 
10-12 corvettes; 18 galleys--a very respectable addition to the naval 
strength of France. And the value of the acquisition was much enhanced 
by the seizure of Corfu, and the other Ionian Islands-which together formed 
a splendid naval position for control of the central and eastern Mediterranean, 
and opening a possible line of attack on India-the lines followed by 
Bonaparte the next year on his expedition to Egypt. 
THE ULTIMATE FRENCH OFFENSIVE. 

But these movements are all in the nature of "moving into position," 
and massing in readiness on a line of departure. I t would be necessary to 
press home a decisive attack, or, at least, to mount such an attack with 
clear evidence that power to carry it out existed. Sir John Fortescue, in 
his fourth volume, stresses on many occasions the fact that this was never 
really done: "For the rest, Bonaparte was in Egypt, and had lost the 
greatest opportunity of his life" (p. 598). The" great opportunity" in 
question being '98. Again, in 1801. "Had Bonaparte converted his feint 
into a real attack with no more than 50,000 men, or, in Ireland, even 20,000, 
he could hardly have failed of success" (p. 867). 

Strategically the French position would have been extraordinarily 
favourable-enveloping England on practically three-quarters of a circle, 
from the Texel round to Fair Head. We have already seen how the French 
advance in Holland pinned a large fleet absolutely in the North Sea to the 
complete exclusion of the other theatres. And just as the English left was 
turned in Holland, so would the right flank have been turned in Ireland. 
As far as concerned the geographical factors, at all events, England instead 
of blockading, would now, rather, have been herself blockaded. 

It must next be examined how this favourable situation could best be 
exploited. Presumably the problem would have been approached in a 
comprehensive military fashion this time. Success in Ireland would have 
opened the eyes of the French governmental authorities, and all the resources 
at their disposal would now have been intelligently applied. Taking 
Ireland as the left flank of the entire disposition, we may regard the French 
coast from Brest to Dunkerque as the centre, and Holland as the right. These 
three sectors would have proved mutually supporting, the pressure of each 
facilitating the action of the others. None of the three made any demand 
on forces likely to be needed in either of the rest. It will be well to consider 
each of the three sectors apart, and this will satisfy as to the truth of the foregoing statement. 

• 
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A .-IRELAND. 

This sector has been dealt with completely in the last chapter as far as 
concerns land operations. Its naval side is dealt with easily. Here it is 
only necessary to point out that communications to France and supplies 
received from there would be via Brest. Lorient. and Rochefort. They would 
not. therefore. clash with the requirements of any other sector. 
B.-CHANNEL COAST OF FRANCE. 

In all likelihood the French northern coast. and more particularly the 
Calais comer thereof. would have been organised as the base of a great 
gunboat flotilla threatening the South of England. Napoleon's Boulogne 
flotilla would have been antic~pated by some years. There had already 
been a number of partial attempts in this direction; and actually a very large 
number of these small craft were constructed as from the beginning of 1798. 

The gunboat flotilla would have been supplemented in the western parts 
of the Channel by small craft-brigs and luggers-preying on the commerce. 
and engaging the smaller patrol vessels of the enemy. 

The important thing to note is that such a force. with an embarkation 
force of serious strength attached to it. would have presented to the English 
a very different problem from that constituted by casual and piece-meal 
diversions. It would have been a true containing force. pinning very 
definitely to one spot a really serious English force-naval and. even more 
important. military . 

.. The Channel is the key of the position. the vital spot to secure against 
surprise. and it must ever be ' the base of our naval operations throughout 
the world." • To pursue this analogy it may be said that. in the circumstances. 
the key would be well-nigh jammed in the lock. 
C.-HOLLAND. 

The plan for utilising Dutch forces would presumably be that submitted 
by General Daendels to Bonaparte in January. 1798; and which. substantially. 
he had explained to Wolfe Tone in August. 1797. In other words. Daendels. 
a General of very high capacity. had not changed his opinion. because of the 
English naval victory over his countrymen at Camperdown in October. 1797. 

Now. although the plan of Daendels was prepared with I~eIand s?u ~ 
English hands. it would be difficult to imagjDe any more effective fashion m 
which to exploit the expulsion of the English forces from that country. 
The plan can be summarised thus: 

.. Holland can place at the disposal of France. for a campaign against 
England. only 13 ships-of-the-line-6 at the Texel. 4 in the Meuse. ~ or 4 
undergoing repairs. Consequently. it is quite easy for the English to 
blockade the Dutch Coast with superior forces. But we may hope to s~al 
a march on the enemy. embark. in the month of March. 25.~ men. malnly 
French troops stationed in Holland. on the ships. the £riga • and . 10 
transports. steer north-west. and then north to land in Scotland at Lcith. 
From there we would march on Edinburgh, which is quite open. say for an 

• Colomb. Eu-.ys '* NtIWIl n./MU. 5 
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old castle and one battalion. Once in possession ot both banks of the Forth 
we would extend along the Royal Canal which joins that bay to that of the 
Clyde, linking the North Sea and St. George's Channel . 

.. The defensive position taken up would have its right at Dumbarton, 
and its left at Falkirk, with a front of only three leagues, covered by the wide 
and deep Canal. In rear would be the River Forth which is wide and 
extensive, and falls into the lake of Catjem (sic), 'so that we should be on 
an island entrenllled on all sides by nature, and controlling the navigation 
of the canal, which would provide us with a means of supply.' In this way, 
too, England would be separated from Scotland, where we might hope to 
recruit adherents . 

.. Meantime, the French might effect a landing in Ireland or in the 
South of England, so that the English could direct no sufficient forces on 
Scotland, which country would accordingly be lost to them." * 

When we visualise the supposed altered situation, it is clear that the 
execution of Daendel's plan becomes perfectly possible. England has 
weakened very markedly, and the hostile alliance has gained enormously 
in strength. What, in the actual event, proved incapable of execution 
becomes in the new circumstances a true "du fort au faible" attack, 
capable of being re-inforced from two flanks. And, no doubt, the new 
obviousness of it would have automatically resulted in getting the necessary 
forces and material made available in good time. 

CoNCLUSION. 

How England would have viewed the passing of Ireland altogether 
out of her control cannot be, of course, definitely gauged. The tenacious 
character of her Government and tradition-and, indeed, of her people 
generally-would indicate an attempt to win back. For example, take 
the length of the War of American Independence. But the supposed Irish 
War would have begun, not when England was fresh like the American one, 
but when already exhausted by four years of effort-and, in the military part, 
unsuccessful effort. To initiate a really full-size war in Ireland would have 
required every remaining ounce of energy and heavy taxation, and levies 
of men. It would have seriously interfered with the trade predominance 
gained by great efforts in the more distant theatres. On the whole, it 
would seem by far the most probable thing would be England's acquiescence 
in the accomplished fact. 

Besides to be any advantage the war on the part of England lequired 
not merely to be waged, but to be won. It is the very definite opinion of 
the present writer that a second campaign fought in Ireland by England 
against Hoche and a Franco-Irish army would be lost if anything more 
speedily than the first one. 

THE END. 
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METHODS OF INSTRUCTION. 
By CAPT. M. L. NOLAN, A.S.I. 

THE Defence Forces as now organised consist of a small standing army, 
and reserves of various kinds. The standing army has, or should 
have, as one of its principal functions, the training of tL-e other 
elements. An increasing number of officers and non-commissioned 

officers are engaged on instructional duties with the Class A and Class B 
Reserves, with the Volunteer Reserves, and with the Officers' Training 
Corps. Now, the amount of information which must be imparted is great, 
while the time available for its presentation is, of necessity, very short. 
The instructor must, therefore, be able to present to his class in a forceful 
manner the essentials of the subject. He must have a knowledge of the 
best methods of instruction, so that he may impart the maximum of good 
instruction in the minimum of time. 

A scheme of instru~tion in any subject, or any particular lesson in a 
scheme, may be divided into three phases-viz., preparation, presentation, 
and reproduction. In the present article I propose to consider these phases 
as applied to the teaching of a single lesson. 

PREPARATION. 

The instructor is responsible for the preparation of the lesson and every
thing that may be required during the lesson. The instructor should consider 
the preparation from two aspects. 

First-Preparation of the subject-matter. 
Second-Preparation of the apparatus necessary. 

Preparation of the subject-matter consists of an initial study of the 
whole subject by the instructor, until he becomes a master of it. This 
study may, and should extend throughout the instructor's whole professional 
career. In preparing for any particular lesson the instructor takes the facts 
that he has already acquired, examines them, consult his note-books 
and text-books to refresh his memory, picks out the facts which he con
siders essential, and worthy of being presented to his cIa s, and arrange 
them in what he considers to be the proper order for presentation. He then 
examines each fact and decides how it can best be presented to his clas . 
He embodies these decisions in the notes which he write for hi lesson. 

It is incorrect to iInaaine that notes for a lesson should consi t of th 
" subject-matter of the lesson written out in full , and notL-ing else. No 

of this description are practically usele s, and even dangerou , th 
instructor is tempted, either to read his notes over to his clas , or to pe t 
them from memory. This repetition of bis notes would be a great f at of 
memory bub a very poor lesson. The note hoold simply cont~in h ding 
for each stage of the lesson, so that the instructor, by an occaslonal gl . 
at them, is kept to the narrow pat!; of his lesson and does not wander. They 
might also contain notes on the method of teaohing each stage. 

The instructor baving his lesson planned ia now in • position to make 
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his final preparation-namely, the preparation of his apparatus. This 
includes the decision as to where the lesson is to be held, the arrangement 
of the class, tlle equipment required by the class, and the equipment required 
by the instructor. This preparation lasts right up to the start of the lesson, 
and the instructor is responsible that he has everything he requires properly 
arranged before the class arrives. To ensure this he should enter on his 
notes a list of all apparatus he requires, and should be present at least ten 
minutes before his class arrives to clleck over that list and make his final 
arrangements. 
PRESENTATION. 

Presentation is the actual teaching of the lesson to the class. In order 
that the various members of the class may derive the greatest possible 
benefit from the lesson their undivided attention must be given to it. 
'fhe instructor must, therefore, remove all obstacles to attention. If the 
lesson is an indoor one, all pictures, charts, etc., which llave no bearing on 
the leilson should be removed. The class should be arranged so that they 
cannot see what is going on outside. The seats should be comfortable; the 
room should be warm and well ventilated; the light should be good, and 
the blackboard and whatever charts or otller illustrations are used should 
be placed so that all members of the class can easily see them. If the lesson 
is an outdoor one, a place should be selected so that the members of the 
class cannot see or hear what is going on in sports-fields, neighbouring 
training-grounds, or on roads. Only a few weeks ago I noticed an instructor 
endeavouring to carry out visual training adjacent to a sports-field in which 
a match was in progress. The lesson and the match finislled at about the 
same time. All the members of the class knew the result of the match, 
who had scored, etc., but; they knew very little about visual training. I 
was rather sorry for the instructor in this case, as he had placed his targets 
and made his other arrangements beforelland, and could not change the 
venue of the lesson at the last moment. 

In actually teaching the lesson the instructor should stand in an easy 
attitude; he should avoid all annoying mannerisms, and he should speak 
directly to his class. When using the blackboard or other means of illustra
tion, he should be particularly careful that he does not talk to tlle blackboard 
or illustration and tum his back on his class. He should speak in a clear 
voice, loud enough to be heard by the whole class. The voice should be well 
modulated and give emphasis to important points by suitable inflection. 
The in tructor should, above all, speak with conviction, showing he himself 
believes what he is teaching. 

The instructor hould remember that; we learn more from what we see, 
and from what we do ourselve , than from what we hear. If he wishes to 
describe an article he should, if possible, produce the article and let ~he 
cIa ee each portion of it as he explains it. If the article cannot be pro
duced, a picture of it, or a drawing of it on the blackboard should be used. 
If tl.-e instructor wishes to teach his class how to perform some action, this 
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is. ' best done by t~e instructor performing the action while explaining it to 
hIS class, and gettmg the class to imitate. The instructor should be careful, 
however, to cotrect any faults as soon as they appear so that no bad habits 
are formed. A recruit cannot be taught the correct method of cleaning 
his rifle by simply having his instructor recite in his hearing the correct 
method of doing so. He can learn much more quickly and better if he 
sees his instructor cleaning a rifle properly and then cleans his own. 

There is, naturally, a great difference between the presentation of a 
lecture to a comparatively large number of students on some rather abstract 
subject, and the presentation of a lesson to eight or ten men on a concrete 
subject. In the first case the instructor must depend on correct arrangement 
of his subject, on proper illustration of it, and on the placing of such 
emphasis on each idea or fact as befits its importance. One way of obtaining 
this emphasis-i.e., by stress o.f voice, bas already been referred to. The 
instructor may lay emphasis on certain points in various other ways. He 
may simply tell his class that he wishes to emphasise such a point, or that 
such a fact is important te remember. He may emphasise an important 
point by suitable gestures or by carefully repeating it a second time. The 
lecturer is, more or less, precluded from using the self-activity of his 
students, as a means of imparting instruction. He must, therefore, 
concentrate on all other means. 

An instructor dealing with a small class, and imparting instruction in a 
concrete subject is, on the other hand, able to use the self-activity of his 
class to a practically unlimited extent, and he should make full use of this 
advantage. He should get them to find out a great number of things for 
themselves and tell them very little. There is, naturally, a limit to this. 
The recruit cannot find out everything about a rifle for himself, and the time 
spent by the recruit in finding out certain facts would not be justified by the 
importance of those facts. But there are certain facts which he can readily 
find out for himself, and he should be directed and guided by the in tructor 
so that he does discover these things , An instructor. for example. . haa 
to teach a recruit what tbe inside of his rifle barrel is like. He tells him 
to look at the inside of the barrel and describe what he see there. He then 
explains the terms If grooves .. and If lands." He wishes to teach the 
recruit the number of grooves in the barrel. He tells him to look into the 

barrel and count them. 
An instructor can and should use humour in his instruction. The 

instructor who can tell'a good story. and tell it well. i always sure of having 
and keeping the interest and attention of hi clas. The story toJ~ mu • 
however. always illustrate some point in his instruction; to II a e f 
the joke's sake is usually fatal. The in tructer m t, morea". r, ~ 
against his lesson turning into a chaff of torie, good nd bad, WIth mcb 
is mixed a little, perhaps a very little, grain of military kno ledge. 

Finally, the instructor should make ure that be ge do~ l? the 1 v 1 
",f his class. His words should be 80 simple that he' certlilll his uden 
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understand them. No matter how well educated or u>w intelligent the 
members of his class may be, he cannot err by clearness and simplicity; 
but he can very easily err on the other side. It is sheer waste of time to 
introouce the grenade to a party of recruits by a half-hour lesson on the 
geneI'al description of the grenade, containing such words as .. primed," 
.. fragmentation," " serrated," if no attempt is made to explain these words. 
At the termination of a. lesson of this kind, one recruit when asked what he 
meant by t1:e words" to assist in fragmentation," which, by the way, he 
could repeat glibly, replied-" to give you a better grip on it, sir." 

REPRODUCTION. 

By reproduction we mean the application by the student of the 
knowledge he has acquired during a lesson or series of lessons. This 
application by the student is for him the most important part of the lesson. 

Reproduction may be obtained in a variety of ways. It may consist of 
the student actually doing what he has been already taught. He may 
answer oral questions put to him by his instructor to prove tis knowlecJge, 
or he may answer a formal oral or written test on the subject. 

Now the first of these methods of reproduction is the best, and is, in 
reality, the only real reproduction. The other two are only make-shift and 
should be employed only when the first method is for some reason. impos
sible. They have, of course, important value apart from their value 
as reproduction. The best reproduction for a lesson oil. aiming, is the laying 
of several correct aims by each member of the class from a tripod. The . 
best reproduction for a course on the rifle, is the firing by the students of 
their practices on the range, and the fact that they take care of their rifles, 
and have them clean and in good condition for the remainder of their service. 
The best reproduction for a talk by a Platoon Commander to Ms unit on 
.. The Platoon in Attack " is an outdoor exercise in which the non-commis
sioned officers and men of the platoon carry out the various stages of the 
attack as outlined in the talk. 

The instructor has a. very important Tole during this type of reproduc
tion. He directs and supervises. He allows no incorrect habit of thought 
or action to creep in. He notes the points which do not seem to have been 
properly grasped, so that he may explain them more fully in a future lesson, 
nod 80 that he himself may pay more attention to the presentation of these 
item in noy future instruction he may have to give on the same subject. 
It is during r production that the instructor discovers the faults of his 
ill tbods of in truotion. At range practices the instructOF notices that the 

itions of tl> men are faulty, and that their trigger-pressing is bad. He 
hould immediately examine the methods which he employed in imparting 

. ruotion on the e points, and find out what was wrong. He will probably 
find that the men had not sufficient practice in adopting the correct positions, 
and in actually pressing their triggers under proper supervision. 
. With large classes it will often be found impossible to provide sufticient 
Instruciors for proper supervision. 'rhe .. instructor-and-pupil," or 
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.. mu.tual ihstruction," method may, in such cases, be usefully employed. 
In this method the class is divided up into pairs, who alternate as instructor 
and pupil, each in turn supervising or actually instructing the other. 

Games may be devised in which the student is drilled to cause per
manent retention of the matter taught, or to develop skill. This can be 
extended to cover small problems in tactics, where the opposing forces are 
actually represented. Games and play have a great advantage in that they 
promote the team spirit, an essential in all military training, but they require 
careful supervision lest they develop into attempts, by certain players, to 
win by fair means or foul. 

At the end of each lesson a short time should be set apart for reviewing 
the subject-matter of the lesson by a few questions. It is 1:ere, perhaps, 
thut we find some of t1:e greatest faults in methods of instruction. It is quite 
common to see and hear an instructor put questions to his class after this 
fashion. Pointing to the student at one end of the class, he says: ., On 
pressing tbe. ," the student fills the gap by saying .. trigger." 
Pointing to the next student, the instructor continues: ., T1:e no e of 
the . ," and so on to each member of the class in strict rotation. 
There is nothing more calculated to produce mental lethargy on the part 
of the students than this type of .. reproduction." Each member of the 
class remains in a somnolent condition until his turn arrives, he then makes 
an effort, a very smail effort is aM that is required; he has only to utter one 
word, and answers his" question." Having done so he is at liberty, as far 
as the instructor is concerned, to lapse into his original condition and remain 
so until his turn arrives again. 

A question, to be properly put, should be addressed to the class as a 
Whole, so that each member prepares, mentally, the answer. The instructor 
after a suitable pause requires a particular member of the clas8 to supply the 
answer. As, for example, .. What happens when I pre the trigger-
(pause) . Pte. Murphy?" Questions of this kind make all the 
students work and keep the class attentive and interested. Tl .. e instructor 
must spread his questions over aU the class and not direct them all to one 
or two members. He should, moreover, exact a complete and correct 
answer to any question put. If he allows an answer which i in ccuraie, 
even to a slight degree, to go uncorrected , he will probably fu th t incorrect 
idea in the minds of his class. Nor should an in tructor ever aBo the 
members of his class to reply in chorus to his que tion. The weak membe 
of the class, w1:en they do not know the answer, conceal their ignoran b 
making a suitable noise, or by going through the motion of making a no' , 
while the others answer at tl.-e tops of their voic . h thi m thod j 

nUowed, a dull student may hide his in bili y to gr the i 
during a period of training. 

Although question have definite place at the end of a I 
also be used all during th-e lesson. Very often an in rue 
attention of a student, who has temporarily I t in re , b 
a queMioil on the matter which has just been dealt with. 
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A formal test or examination, even if set for some other definite purpose, 
should always be regarded as a means of reproduction. An examination at 
the end of a course of lessons on any particular subject should be an attempt 
to pass in review before the student all the essential facts which he has 
learned during his course. The questions set st-ould, therefore, deal with 
the essentials only., and should cover the whole course and not one portion 
of it only. All" catch" questions, ones dealing with immaterial points, 
or ones involving parrot-like repetition of a text from memory, should be 
avoided. How often have I heard students on leaving the examination hall 
ask the instructor, "Where is the catch in that question?" A fair and 
proper question never has a " catch" in it. In s1:ort, the test should be 
such as would discover for the examiner and for the student the knowledge 
of the essential facts of the subject possessed by the student, and not an 
attempt to set questions which the students cannot answer. 

The form of the question should be such that there can be no doubt in 
the student's mind as to what is required. It must be unmistakable-not 
vague, general or ambiguous. T1:e examiner should examine his question 
carefully to ensure tt-at it can have only one possible meaning. It is a good 
idea to try the questions out on some disinterested person or persons, and 
to eliminate or change, so that the meaning is unmistakable, any question 
which might possibly confuse the student. 

We have all, at one time or another, been vexed and confused by 
ambiguous examination questions. It is on record that an instructor, seeing 
the statement in a text that .. Tent pegs should be driven so that the tops 
slant towards the tent," put the following question in an examination paper: 
.. How shx>uld tent pegs be driven?" We may well imagine the variety 
of answers he received, and still more the answers he would have received 
if the students could with safety have expressed their views on the examiner 
and on that particular type of question. 

WHITHER? 
It was not in despair that the Three Hundred at Thermopylae resisted 

the Persian hosts. 

Nor in despair that the three in Rome or the ten at Athlone checked the 
forces of their enemies. 

Nor was despair the force that fired the France of 1792 to beat all 
Europe leagued in arms against her. 

In our day was it in despair that three or four thousand of our own boys 
offered such stubborn resistance to an alien enemy in mighty strength? 

Despair does not motive great movements materially weak to great vic. 
tories against the materially strong. It is courage and faith and strength of 
will that does it. The absence of these in great nations is the beginning of 
the end, and the possession of these by small nations the beginning of great
nes. Is our SUll rising or setting? 

X. iX, Z. 



July. An C-6StAC. 69 

THE MOBILE ARM. 
By COLONEL M. J. COSTELLO. 

W HEN it was proposed two years ago that the organization of our 
forces should include a branch of the service to be known as the 
Mobile Arm the significance of the step was not generally 
appreciated. As is well understood, we have not yet reached the 

stage of development where practical effect can be given to all the pl8llB 
which are an essential part of our proper organization for war, and much 
time must inevitably elapse before the Defence Forces emerge as a thoroughly 
organised army. The ideas underlying the proposal to establish tl:.'e Mobile 
Arm are, therefore, ideas which have not yet been put into practice to any 
great extent. It is important, however, that these ideas be widely under
stood. They represent an effort to deal with the problem of mechanization
the greatest military question of the day-and it appears to the writer that 
in tLis effort we anticipated the present trend of thought in Britain, where 
mechanization is better understood and more advanced in a practical sense 
than in any other country. 

MECHANIZATION. 

Briefly, the machine gun and the rapid fire of other modem small arms 
gave rise to this mechanization problem. The great fire power of these 
weapons enabled the defender to rain lead on the attacker, with terrific effect, 
up to a distance of about 600 or 800 yards, and with considerable effect 
beyond that range. Against this enormous fire power, infantry is powerless 
to advance unaided, and cavalry is even more helpless, since it cannot 
utilize cover so readily or so well, or develop muc!.' fire power in return. 
The assault-the physical shock which finally breaks the resistance of the 
enemy-can only be made under cover of a colossal artillery fire which 
pulverises the defence, or alternatively, it can be made by formations pro
tected against the deadly hail of lead; that is, by troops protected by armour. 
The first method involves a return to the conditions of 1918, which were 
begot of the superiority of wire and trenc!.'es and machine guns over 
unprotected human bodies. These conditions demand enormous quantities 
of guns and shell, and the battle becomes a contest in shell power in which 
mobility is lost, the genius of leadership and the dash of the soldier are 
smothered. The return of these conditions is only pos ible if the leSIon 
of the tank and the dictates of common-sense and reason be ignored. 

The armoured figLting vehicle is immune from the hail of de truction 
which prevents the unarmoured infantry assault, and in the absence of 
masses of artillery, and in preference to the employment of uch ma , 
the armoured machine will make the decisive attack in future. It haa the 
necessary cross-country mobility, and its superiority over infantry in .ndur. 
ance, speed and shock power is universally granted. Tank of one kind 01' 
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another exist in practically every country, but the method of their employ
ment is the subject of much acrimonious argument, and it is not yet settled 
on anything like common lines by t1:e principal powers. Granted the 
existence of the A.F.V . and its indispensibility in normal circumstances 
for the assault, the question is: What is the role in battle of those machines, 
and how is the role of other arms modified thereby? The answer to this 
becomes clear if we glance at the varying role8 of the principal arms in the 
long development of the military art up to this point. 

THE ROLE OF THE PRINCIPAL ARMS. 

For centuries, and until recently, Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery had 
been t1:e three principal arms in all armies. Artillery, the youngest of the 
three, has been employed to support the action of the other two by its long
range fire or to prepare the way for the Infantry assault by demolishing the 
obstacles in its way. With the development of armament through the years 
the relative importance of Infantry and Cavalry has varied, and so has the 
role of each. 

In the ages w1:en Infantry was in the ascendancy because of its greater 
power or lesser vulnerability, Infantry has been the assaulting force, to 
whose success the efforts of aU other arms are supplementary. Infantry 
assaults; Infantry breaks the enemy; the final test of victory is the success 
of the Infantry; the success of the Infantry is the success of the whole force . 
The age which has ended with barbed wire and mac1ine guns and the birth of the A.F.V. was an age of Infantry ascendancy. 

When Infantry was unable to withstand · the charge of Cavalry the 
mounted arm was predominant on the battle-field, and Cavalry, not 
Infantry, made the assault. Cromwell's Cavalry, for instance, well armed 
and protected, could charge Infantry witJ:.o decisive results. In such periods, 
and until the Infantry recovered its power to repel easily the Cavalry charge, 
the role of the Infantry was to make what we should now call a. holding 
attack, and to occupy the ground and complete the victory secured by the 
Cavalry charge. Infantry pressed the enemy at all points; attacked to pin 
him down, to absorb his reserves and, generally speaking, to truss him for 
the Cavalry carver which disintegrated him by a telling stroke from flank or rear. 

When Cavalry i no longer effective in the assault we find it relegated 
principally to the duties of reconnaissance, protection, pursuit of a. beaten 
enemy, ond to the conduct of delaying actions. For all of these functions 
the mobilit of Cavalry renders it superior to Infantry, and when not opposed 
b h vy ma~ arm fire, it has retained its superior mobility; but when the A.F.V. arnved, Cavalry'S power of assault or its capacity for shock action had long vanished before the breech-loading rifle. 

Tl.'e improvement of firearms--the musket and the rifle--enabled Infantry to repu] e the Cavalry charge. The Infantry, which had, there
fore, from the days of Napoleon, to hear the burden of all serious assaults, 
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was in turn stopped by the machine gun and barbed wire; and during the 

World War it may even be said that the assault had no place on the battle

field, and that the Artillery conquered ground which the other arms 

~ccupied. Then came the Tank, and it enabled Infantry to advance, but 

It was a crude tank and not too skillully employed when the World War 

ended and the confusion of military thought began. It is only comparatively 

recently that any advance has been made on the primitive practice of 1918 

in the use of Tanks. 

THE EMPLOYMENT OF A.F.V's. 

Speaking very generally, Armoured Fighting Vehicles may be employed 

in one of three ways-viz. :_ 

(1) The bulk of them, including the important units-the Medium 

tanks-may be employed as tank companies to pave the way for 

the Infantry assault. They would, in these circumstances, be 

part of the Infantry Arm, as they are in the United States, and 

their role would be similar to the role they filled in France and 

Flanders in 1918. They would be tied down to Infantry rates of 

movement and involved closely in a battle in which their superior 

mobility would not h'ave full scope. This is the system adopted 

in the United States. It leaves the Cavalry and Infantry to play 

the role8 assigned to them in 1914, and it would seem to visualize 

a war of somewhat similar nature to the last. Cavalry units have 

been reinforced with Armoured cars but, of course, this does not 

increase the capacity of CavAlry for shock action or decisive 

engagements. 

(2) Armoured Fighting Vehicles may absorb Infantry and Cavalry. 

There could be completely mechanized armies which can properly 

be described as land navies. Mechanized artillery, engineers and 

signals, and light and heavy tanks; in fact, everytLing on wheel 

or tracks is a picture that has been painted of the armies of the 

future. Brigadier Fuller is the apostle as well as the prophe~ of 

this theory. The solutions of the communications problem and 

the supply problem for an army of this nature have yet to be 

satisfactorily thought out, and only the great industrial nation 

could create such a force. W1en the enormous mass of men and 

the huge industrial effort which would be needed to main~ 

such an army are considered, it appears likely that the d true lOU 

of material might exceed the rate of production so much 88 to 

cause a variation in the whole nature of the armie before tb nd 

of a war. It is impossible to do justice to this m~er of .dealing 

with the question of mect.'8nization in 8 short note like .thi , but, 

it is fair to say that the creation of 8 completely mechaDlzed army 

is not yet, at any rate, practical politiCtl, and it ahould be no d 

that foot troops would be necessary in any event to act land 
• 
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marines, and their task might easily become a great part of the 
whole problem of an army. If a general criticism, unsupported 
for lack of space by argument may be made, this school of 
thought can be said to stress the importance of armour too mucu 
and to go too far with mechanization. 

(3) The essence of the idea of t1:e Mobile Arm is to create 
a mechanical cavalry. T1:.:e new machines have the essential 
characteristics of cavalry-mobility and shock-power-and their 
shock-power is effective and can be decisive, whereas the old 
cavalry has lost this quality. 

Mobility even more than shock-power distinguished Cavalry 
from Infantry, and the mechanized cavalry of to-day is more 
mobile than ever. The decision to form the Mobile Arm is the 
fruit of a conclusion that mechanized forces are the Cromwellian 
type of cavalry in a new dress and with new equipment. As the 
name implies, the predominant characteristic of the arm is 
mobility; a mobility which enables the commander to have a wide 
choice of location and direction for his main blow; which restores 
to battle movement and elasticity, thus giving scope to skill and 
genius, and whic1:, above all, affords immense opportunities for 
effecting surprise. The name .. Mobile Arm " is appropriate, but 
in a sense the name Cavalry would be even more apt, since we 
do not regard mechanized units as a separate arm, but treat them 
as a reborn heavy cavalry. We have still the three principal arms 
-Infantry, Cavalry, and Artillery, but we have entered on a new 
cycle in which the Cavalry is again, as it was for centuries, the 
dominant arm. This is the main result of mechanization; it is 
the key to the understanding of the new tactics w1:.:ich must be 
developed, and of the proper organization and balance of all arms 
in the Army of the future. 

THE NEW CAVALRY. 

The Mobile Arm should comprise two main divisions: light and heavy 
unit . The heavy units must be homogenous striking units of tanks which 
will constitute the striking force of the army. They are the units whicll 
will take on the task which is now beyond the other arms-the decisive 

ault in battle. They can act by shock and fire, and their weapon.is the 
m dium tank. They will rely for protection more on mobility than armour, 
although they cnn resi t tl.'e small arms fire that has paralysed the unpro
t cted man. The light units will perform the other tasks which 1:.:ave 
belonged traditionally to cavalry, and they should consist of Armoured 
Curs, Cyclist, and Mounted Squadrons (old style cavalry) for close recon
nai ance. The light units would often (some of them normally) work 
directly under the commander of the forces of all arms, and they are essential 
to their l.'eavy comrades in the approach march and for security duties. 



July. An t:-6StAC. 73 

1'he final and most important consideration is this, that commanders of 
all units of the Mobile Arm, whether they ride horses, tanks, armoured 
cars or bicycles, must be possessed of that dash, enterprise, and capacity 
for quick decision and rapid action which is called the •• cavalry spirit." 
Their advent may appropriately be greeted by the salute-" The Cavalry 
is dead: Long live the Cavalry." 

THE OTHER ARMS. 

While the greatest effect of mechanization is the rebirth of cavalry, 
the other arms must also make use of the internal combustion engine, and 
to a lesser extent, of armour. The use of Motor Transport is well estab
lished, and the Supply Service is thereby completely mechanized. The 
artillery, which supplied mobile horse artillery to the old cavalry, must 
furnish the mobile arm witl:i mechanized batteries, some of which will be 
protected by armour and others just equipped for a suitable rate of move
ment. Mechanized Engineer detachments must be furnished for the 
Mobile Arm also, and the Signal Corps must, of course, provide appropriate 
means of communication. This is an ambitious programme spoken of 
almost casually, but it is a programme which is being followed rapidly and 
successfully in Britain. 

The Infantry has been, and can be moved by lorry if necessary, but it 
normally will walk. Its first line transport could, perhaps, be mechanized, 
but this is an open question. Its role iIi battle, as we have already men
tioned, will be to hold the enemy while tl:ie Mobile Arm strikes its blow 
with the surprise which its mobility enables it to effect in place and direc
tion and weight. To hold the enemy as a target for this decisive blow the 
Infantry must attack, and we have already stated that the machine gun 
has made effective attacks by Infantry impossible, and the amount of 
artillery required to pulverise the defence will not be available. To acLieve 
its purpose of absorbing the enemy's reserve by a holding attack the 
Infantry must get through the zone of Small Arms fire. Besides artillery 
and smoke, and perhaps gas, it must have some mechanized means. The 
means suggested are two: tankettes or moving pill boxes-( armoured and 
self-propelled machine guns), and an effective and armoured accompanying 
gun for dealing with machine gun nests and for trying conclusions, if neces
sary, with tanks. Tl:iese means are also being pedected in Britain, and if 
they are made available to our Infantry, and if our Mobile Arm is organized 
for shock action as well as security missions, we shall have a thoroughly 
modern organization and we shall have steered safely through the difficulties 
and contradictions that befog the question of mechanization. 

NOTE: The author desires it to be understood that the foregoing view 
are entirely personal and that the onl~ official action w~c~ ha 
been taken on the matters referred to lS , tl:ie general deCISIOn to 
constitute " The Mobile Arm." The manner of its organization 
and of its tactical employment have not yet been published. 
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J J CUMANN COSANTA NAISIUNTA. 
(National Defence Association.) 

OmECTS. 
1. To develop the highest standards and 

traditions of service among the personnel 
of the Defence Forces. 

2. To cultivate a national appreciation 
of the Problem of Defence. 

3. To do all in its power to promote the 
welfare and comfort of Active and 
Associate Members and their families. 
and to improve their social and material 
position. 

CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP. 
All Regular and Reserve Officers of the 

Defence Forces are eligible for election 
as Active Members. and all former Officers of 
Oglaigh na h-Eireann are eligible for 
election as Associate Members. 

The Annual Subscription is £1. payable 
in half-yearly instalments. 

Associate members must be proposed 
and seconded for election by two Active 
Members. 

BENEFITS OF lIEldBERSBIP. 
All Members. Active and Associate. 

receive the official organ of the Association 
-An tOgltick-free of charge; are entitled 
to free admission to lectures. debates. 
and similar activities promoted by the 
ASSOClation; are entitled to participate 
in all benefit.. accruing under the 
Association Guild Scheme. etc. 

All applications for membership should 

be accompanied by remittances. and 
addressed to the Secretary. Cumann 
Cosanta N!isiunta. McKee Barracks. 
Dublin. from whom forms of application 
may be obtained. 

Subscriptions should be sent by Cheque. 
Postal Order. or Money Order. crossed. 
and made payable to the Hon. Treasurer. 
Cumann Cosanta N!isilinta. 

ASSOCIATION NOTfS. 
C'OMANN COSANTA NAISIUNTA PRIZE ESSAY. 

In order to stimulate interest and 
research into the general question of 
National Defence. the Council of Cumann 
Cosanta Naisiunta has decided to institute 
a prize. consisting of a Medal and Ten 
Gnineas. for the best essay on a subject 
to be selected annually by the Council. 

The subject selected for the year is: 
"WSB KATIOKAL SUPPLIES III WAlL 

The need for a country to be able 
to live and fight without external 
assistance is to-day no longer open to 
queStion. It is. accordingly. essential 
that we should be organised on a self
contained basis." 

BULBS 01' 'fBE OOJlPE'l'lTIOK. 
1. All citizens of Saorstat Eireann are 

eligible to compete. (Members of the 
Council of Cumann Cosanta Naisiunta 
excepted.) 

!. The essays submitted for the prize 
shall not be more than 10.000 words 
in length. They must be typed or 
legibly written on one side only of 
the paper. 

.. Essays are to be signed by a pen
name, the identity of which will be 

forwarded separately under seal to 
the Secretary C.C.N. 

4. The title. author. and page of any 
work. to which reference is made in 
any essay. or from which extracts are 
taken. must be quoted. 

5. The essays. which are to be addressed. 
in sealed envelopes. marked clearly 
prize essay. to the Secretary. C.C.N .• 
must reach him not later than the 
1st of January. 1931. 

6. The essays will be judged by three 
Assessors-to be appointed by the 
Council of C.C.N. The decision of the 
Assessors. or of a majority of them. 
will be final. 

7. The Assessors are fnlly empowered. 
if. in their opinion. or in the opinion 
of the majority of them, no essay 
submitted to them comes up to a 
sufficiently high standard of excellence. 
not to award the prize; or they may. 
if they consider such a course desirable. 
divide the prize among two competitors. 

8. In deciding on the relative merit of 
Essays marks will be divided as 
follows:-

Matter 
Style 

75 per cent. 
2lS per cent. 
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9. The result of the Competition will be 
made known in the April, 1931, 
number of AN T-OGLACB, and the 
prize essay will be published in that 
number of the Journal. In the event, 
however, of there being two or more 
prize essays, the Council reserves the 

right of deciding which of these 
essays shall be published first. 

10. The copyright in any essay submitted 
belongs to the Council of C.C.N. 

11, Any further information required may 
be obtained from the Secretary C.C.N. 

VISIT TO BOYNE BATTLEFIELD. 
J:>. very successful tour of the Boyne 

Battlefield was conducted under the 
auspices of Cumann Cosanta Ni.isiunta 
(National Defence Association) on Sunday, 
25th May. Over eighty members of the 
ASSOCiation, comprising a large number 
of Regular Army Officers from the Dublin 
and Curragh garrisons and many Reserve 
and Retired Officers from the Dublin 
area, travelled from Dublin to the scene 
of the bolttle. 

Through the courtesy of the local land
o~ers the party were enabled to recon
nOltre the actual battlefield in detail, 
and, with the aid of maps and data prepared 

by the Association, the tactical dispositions 
and developments of the action were 
studied on the ground, under the direction 
of Colonel J. J. O'Connell, General Staff, 
a member of the Council of the Association. 
After lunch in Drogheda the tour concluded 
with a general discussion of the.engagement. 

The tour is the first of a series of visits 
to notable Irish battlefields in various 
parts of the country which the Association 
hopes to arrange for the purpose of arousing 
interest in the study of Irish military history 
-a somewhat neglected aspect of historical 
research in Ireland. 

RESIGNATIONS AND APPOINTJIIENTS. 
The resignations of Captain S. O'Floinn 

and Commandant Liam Egan as Hon. Sec. 
and Hon. Treasurer respectively, owing 
to ~~ir departure to the Curragh to undergo 
training, were accepted with very great 
regret by the Council as from the 6th 
June, 1930. A resolution of high 

appreciation of their service was recorded. 
Major Niall Mac Neill was appointed 
to the position of Hon. Secretary, and 
Captain Sean 0 Suilleabhain to that of 
Hon. Treasurer. At a previous meeting 
of the Council Col. T. Gay had been 
appointed Editor of An 16g1dch. 

BENEVOLENT I'UND. 
. The ~ub-Committee appointed to go 
lOto this question submitted a further 
report on the scheme outlined in the April 
number. Particulars of the scheme 
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as a whole will be circulated to all members 
prior to the annual meeting which is due 
in September. 

tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt n ctJIIAD COSAnA NAImnrrA. n 
U ASSOCIATE MEMBEB8BIP. U 
tt tt 
U The Association is now prepared U 
U to receive, in accordance with the U 
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U Membership. All such applicati?ns H 
U must be signed by two Active U 
U Members of the Association. and itt 
+ + forwarded to the Hon. Secretary, + 
++ N .. +~ f+ U Cumann Cosanta alSlnn...... 
U McKee Barracks. Dublin. t 
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NOTES ON FOREIGN ARMIES. 
Contributed by SECOND BUREAU GENERAL STAFF. 

BI{ITAIN. 

D EVELOPMENTS IN ARMY ORGANIZATION. 

" Developments in Army Organization " was the title of a lecture 
delivered by Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. P. G. Scarlett at the Royal United 
Service Institution on the 20th of February, with Major-General C. 
Bonham-Carter, Director of Staff Duties, in the chair. 

The lecture dealt with the steps that are being taken to bring the 
Army up to date, partly as a result of lessons learnt in the various 
theatres of the Great War, and partly by the application of the results of 
modern mechanical invention and scientific development, with the corres
ponding reorganization of the staff required to place and to maintain a 
force in the field . 

Colonel Scarlett explained that the effect of mechanization is most 
marked in the composition of the staff of the Army, and reminded his 
audience that the M.G.O. is now to be represented in the field. Whether 
the presence of a fourth chief staff officer at G.H.'Q. in time of war is 
going to assist or to hamper a commander-in-chief has yet to be proved. 

A further change in staff organization is, that the Director of 
Ordnance Services, under the M.G.O., is now concerned with the repair 
and maintenance of all vehicles other than R.A. S.c. vehicles, and with 
the supply of ammunition and stores of a technical nature. ' There are 
also two new Directorates, under the Director of Artillery and the 
Director of Mechanization, respectively, both of whom are technical 
officers only, and, counting as " heads of services," are not represented 
below G.H.Q. The Director of Artillery deals with arms, ammunition, 
gas equipment, etc., and the Director of Mechanization with mechanical 
vehicles. 

The Director of Fortifications and Works-who is now called the 
Director of Works-is represented in the branch of the D.Q.M.G. in the 
fIeld, and has under him a Director of Works and a Director of Stores. 

At Army headquarters there will be, as hitherto, a M.G.R.A. and 
a C.E., the former will not only act as adviser to the Army commander 
on R.A. matters, but will also have executive duties in that he may be 
called upon to command an the artillery in the Army if necessary. The 
C.E. will continue to act in an advisory capacity. 

At a corps headquarters the artillery is now represented by two 
officers, the C.C.R.A. and the C.C.M.A. The former is responsible for 
the corps artillery, survey, and counter-battery work; while the latter 
is to deal only with medium and heavy artillery. 
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Coming down to units of the various arms Colonel Scarlett dealt 
first with the cavalry, of which one regiment is now allotted to each 
division for local patrol and reconnaissance work. A division is to be 
the largest self-contained formation of cavalry, and is to consist of two 
brigades and ancillary services, together with a cavalry armoured car 
regiment. 

A cavalry regiment, as at present arranged, consists of two sabre 
squadrons and one machine-gun squadron. The Hotchkiss gun having 
been discarded, a cavalry regiment has now no light automatic weapon, 
except a few Lewis guns for A.A. work. All cavalry first-line transport 
is now mechanized, with a resulting saving of two stone off the load of 
the horse. The field squadron and the cavalry field ambulance are also 
mechanized, and to the mobile veterinary section there is added a motor 
horse ambulance. As a result of this mechanization of the transport, a 
cavalry divisional ordnance workshop has had to be added to the 
establishment. 

In the artillery-medium and army field brigades are in process of 
mechanization on the basis of six-gun batteries, the proportion of guns 
to howitzers being unchanged. Divisional artillery is to remain horse
drawn. Brigade and divisional ammunition columns have been abolished 
and replaced by ammunition companies. R.A.S.C., and divisional 
maintenance companies. The ammunition portion of the divisional 
maintenance companies now consist of four sections, three of which 
carry artillery ammunition and serve the three artillery brigades, while 
the fourth carries small arm and light artillery ammunition. 

Just as in the commercial world the tendency is to work more and 
more through specialists, so there is the same tendency in the new 
organization of the Army, for the R.A.S.C. is regarded throughout as 
the" removal specialists" of the Army; and it is now accepted that, 
if the problem is to transport certain goods from one place to another, 
it is the nature of the operation rather than the nature of the cargo that 
should decide which branch of the Service should carry out the removal. 

Much research work is going on and Olore will be necessary, as 
Colonel Scarlett explained, before any degree of finality can be reached 
in the Royal Engineer field organization. While field squadrons have 
been mechanized field companies remain horsed for the time being. The 
duties of the latter remain unchanged. There are now three field 
companies in a division, but a new unit will be equipped with certain 
plant and labour-saving gear and will be concerned with such matters 
as camp construction divisional work shops, etc., thus relieving the 
field companies of this type of work and leaving them free for their 
proper functions. 

Just as the transport of ammunition has been handed ov~r to the 
R.A.S.c., so, also, the pontoon bridge park has become a umt of the 
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R.A.S.C., although certain R.E. personnel are to be available for 
technical work when the occasion arises. 

With regard to the infantry, a division is the largest self-contained 
formation, and is to consist of three brigades with other armsl added 
as required. Infantry brigade headquarters is now partly mechanized, 
and infantry battalions consist of a headquarter wing, three rifle com
panies and one machine-gun company with guns carried in horse-drawn 
limbered wagons. Experiments are now being carried out with a 
mechanical vehicle for the infantry machine-guns. Infantry first-line 
transport is still horse-drawn. 

There are many who would have us believe that the infantryman is 
doomed and will gradually be eliminated. To those who belong to this 
school of thought Colonel Scarlett put the very pertinent quesion: 
" Who is going to replace him?" What the infantryman asks for to-day, 
is increased fire-power and mobility-the former is being supplied to 
him by the new machine-gun organization with battalIons, and the latter 
is to be developed by lorry movement, both strategical and tactical. It 
is recognized that the infantry must be able to move light and must be 
ready to fight immediately on arrival at its destination, and it is with 
these two objects in view that modern research and development are 
being directed. 

Colonel Scarlett made a categorical statement which should give 
cause for careful thought to those who have gone "mechanization 
mad." "Cavalry and infantry," he said, '.' are the arms on which we 
chiefly depend, and their import'ance is in no way diminished." 

(From the Editorial Notes of " The Army Quarterly," 
April, 1930.) 

FRANCE. 
A SUPER-" BERTHA." 

During the discussion of the French Naval Estimates in March last, 
General Bourgeois stated that thanks to the Corps of Naval Artillery 
Engineers the problem of long-range artillery, firing a distance of 150 
kilometres (94 miles) had been solved. From Le Temps. 

AERIAL POLIOE FOROE IN FRANOE. 

Commercial and private aircraft are forbidden to fly over the fortified 
areas in the Moselle Department, except along a route which follows the Saar 
Valley, and an aerial police force, the first of its kind in Europe, has now 
been organised to enforce the reguIations. 

Since the beginning of this month two military aeroplanes at Metz and 
two more at Thionville have been held at the disposal of the aerial police. 
Any strange machine which enters the prohibited area is reported by posts 
o~ th~ ground and pursued. A commercial aeroplane belonging to the Fannan 
Air Line was recently chased and made to land in this way.-The Times. 



July. An t:-6:SlAc. 79 

FINT,AND. 
THE FIRS't SUBMARINE. 

The"'first Finnish submarine . was launched at Abo 2-6-'30 in the 
presence - of Dr. Relander, Preside~t of the Republic. ' 

The vessel is the largest unit in the Finnish Navy, being of 450 tons 
burthen, and is one of three submarines scheduled in the Navy programme. 
-Re1Iter. 

HUNGARY. 
PARLIAMENT CALLS FOR RETURN TO COMPULSORY SERVICE. 

During the recent Budget~ debate of the Defence Ministry many deputies 
spoke against the limited professional Army imposed by the peace treaties, 
and called for a return to universal and compulsory service for all citizens. 

The Defence Minister, M. Goernloes, agreed and emphasised the fact 
that compulsory service was cheaper and more agreeable to the spirit of the 
Hungarian people. At the same time he pointed out that the type of Army 
imposed on Hungary arose from the peace treaties and was, in fact, a question 
of foreign policy. From Le Temps. 

ITALY. 
MILITARY PREPARATION AND FASCIST MILITIA. 

The decisions of the Grand Fascisti Council under the presidency of 
II II Duce II regarding the National Militia, are worthy of note. It may be 
recalled that this Corps was founded in January, 1923, by II II Duce." At 
first it was thought that the militia would be shortlived, and would disappear 
with the final consolidation of the regime, but this did not come to pass, and 
although it is continuing to recruit by the voluntary system, the National 
Militia has not ceased to exercise great activity throughout the peninsula. 
Indeed it would be difficult to find in any other country at any period of history 
a similar example of military volunteering, and the fact that it is identified 
with Fascism accounts for its survival with such vitality. 

Its functions and aims have changed somewhat since 1923. Organised 
by M. Mussolini as an anti-Bolshevist force, it was afterwards established as 
the Fascist Revolution Force. It then developed in liaison with the army, 
and served to strengthen discipline in Public Services, to defend the interests 
of the State, and to provide Military Training and Instruction for young men. 
There are Railroad, Port, Colonial, Anti-Aircraft, and University Militia. 
The II Duce II has always given them posts of honour. The latest development 
of the Militia consists in the attachment to each Army Division of two 
Battalions of Black Shirts directly under the Divisional General. These units 
were at first termed" Assault Battalions," but as it was held that the entire 
army should be prepared for the offensive, the expression was eventually 
changed. Nevertheless these battalions, known as ., cohorts," will be called 
upon in case of war, to playa particularly important part. The units have 
been engaging the attention of the Grand Fascisti Council. The number of 
cohorts are to be sufficiently increased to permit of their attachment to each 
Army Division. Their military training will be improved, and a proper 
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esprit de corps formed between them and the Army. The Black Shirts of the 
Cohorts must serve for ten years, and at the end of this term they will be 
entitled to certain compensation. 

From many points of view the decisions of the Grand Fascisti Council 
are very important. The period of service for ten years is certainly 
significant, for it practically constitutes in Italian military life the 
application of an absolutely new principle which may be termed " permanent 
volunteering." Heretofore the Militia was not really based on any definite 
principle, and there was nothing to prevent a Black Shirt leaving his unit 
if he wished to do so. The official military journal-La Milizia Fascista
referring to this change says: 

"We see in the principle of 'permanent volunteering' an 
important factor which indicates a way towards the solution of the grave 
problem of the' Nation in Arms.' In our opinion Italy may one day have 
the privilege of being the' Nation in Arms: not by the issue of arms and 
equipment to soldiers who remain at home without being called to service, 
nor yet by costly periods in barracks, but by a system which will allow the 
country to dispose, without great cost, of a force attested for ten years, 
and militarily trained, which at the same time can be Qf public utility." 
As for the practical and moral compensation which the Black Shirts 

\\-ill receive after ten years service, the Milizia Fascista states that this will 
consist of a bounty of a few thousand lire, the concession of a military · 
preference similar to that afforded ex-combatants in State Services, factories, 
etc., as well as facilities to their families. In fine, it is clear that through 
these measures the importance and efficiency of the Fascist Militia will be 
greaUy increased in the heart of the nation, and that not merely in the 
political sphere as the bulwark to the existing regime, but also, and more 
particularly, in helping to promote general military preparedness. 

(Translated from Le Temps, 5.4.'30). 
SUBMARINE DIVING RECORD. 

In the course of her diving tests at Spezia, the new Italian Submarine, 
Ammi,aglio des Geneys, reached a depth of 400 feet, beating the previous 
diving record for similar vessels by 53 feet. This was also held by an Italian 
vessel, the Balilla. The Ammi'aglio des Geneys is a medium type submarine 
-1,058 tons displacement. 

From The Daily Teleg,aph. 

A NEW AERIAL CRUISER. 

The Breda factories have just completed a fighting "aerial cruiser" of 
a very interesting type. It is an all-metal, three-engined monoplane, armed 
with six machine-guns and a small cannon. The length is 92 feet, and the 
pan 132 feet. The engines are 500 h.p., lsotta-Fraschini " Asso," of a type 

used in many Italian machines. The weight of the machine empty is 7 tons, 
and the useful load amounts to 4--5 tons. The canon is a 20 mm. Oerlikon. 
The speed is 145 m.p.h.-125 m.p.h. at 10,000 feet. The radius of action is 
1,850 miles. From Les Ailes. 
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MEXICO. 
MILITARY MISSlON IN FRANCE. 

Last April a Mexican Military Mission, composed of one Colonel Chef 
de Mission, two Commandants and three Captains, arrived in France to 
follow courses in tl.:e following . schools: -

Ecole Superieure de la Guerre, Ecole d'Intendance, Ecole d'Artillerie, 
Fontainebleau; Ecole d 'Education Physique, Jouville; Ecole du Genie, 
Versailles; Ecole d ' Administration Militaire, Vincennes; Ecole d'Infanterie, 
St. Mairent. 

-From La Franoe Mt1itaire. 

NETHERLANDS. 
DEFENCE OF THE DUTCH EAST INDIES . 

The Dutch Parliament has voted the initial credits for the building of 
a new cruiser. The displacement will be 5,250 tons and the speed 32 
knots; the main armament will consist of .six 6-in. guns. The cost, spread 
over four years, will be 12t million florins . The Government has also 
proposed a vote of 75,000 florins as a first instalment towards the fortifica
tion of the harbours of Tarakan and Balik Papan (on the East Coast of 
Borneo). These places are destined to acquire great importance as oiling 
bases. 

The Government has submitted to Parliament a memorandum outlining 
its Naval Defence Policy for the Dutcl.: East Indies. Surabaya will form 
the principal naval base. The defence of the island of Java will be ensured 
by the Army, that of the other Colonies to the Navy. Permanent garrisons 
will be maintained at important points like the harbours of Tarakan and 
Balik Papan. In the case of these two points the anti-aircraft defence will 
be very fully developed. 

In accordance with this Policy the Government proposes to increase 
the East Indies Fleet by one cruiser, four destroyers, and six submarines. 
The building of these stips will be undertaken according as Budget 
considerations facilitate it. 

POLAND. 
NATIONAL ORGANISATION FOR WAR. 

Armament and equipment is for the most part of modern pattern, and 
either manufactured in the country itself or bought from France, Belgium 
or England. So far, however, there is no uniformity of either. In nearly every 
division may be found models of arms and equipment of different countries. 
In the knowledge that this constitutes difficulties in peace-time training, and 
danger in war-time, the army authorities are making every effort to induce 
unity. Their efforts have led to the construction of a new armament 
industry in the sector well protected by nature and fortresses-Radon a- Kielce 
-Tamow-Przemysl-Lublin. This industry to-day in co-operation with 
the armament industries in Warsaw, Lodz and Poznan is in a position to 
manufacture all arms and equipment with the exception of field guns, tanks, 
and special apparatus. It is also intended to erect a new armament centre 
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in Siebenbuergen. Pilsudski has also taken into consideration the question 
of food stuffs in time of war, and has asked the Sejm for the means to purchase 
and store up one years food-supply as "iron rations." 

From Militil, Wochenblatt. 
ROUMANIA. 

ARMY REORGANISATION. 
In the Roumanian Senate, at the conclusion of the debates on the 

project of re-organisation of the Army, the President of the Council, M. 
Maniu made a great speech in which he praised the work of the ex-Minister 
of the Army, General Cihoski, promoter of the project. He recalled that the 
present government, realiser of great administrative and economic reforms, 
also realised the necessity of a re-organisation in the military sphere for the 
defence of the country, by defining the attributions of the Minister of the Army 
who ensures the administration of the Army, and retains constitutional 
responsibility. From the military and technical point of view, however, the 
Army will be directed by the General Staff, according to the system in vogue 
in England, Italy, Poland, Yugo-Slavia, and Czecho-Slovakia. 

"Thus the Army, free from all political fluctuations and influences, 
acquires continuity in the organisation of command, and in technical and moral 
preparation. The lack of sufficient finances and sufficient N.C.O:s has 
hindered the desired reduction of the period of service. We nevertheless 
expect to attain this aim within a short period. 

The Government will do everything possible to furnish the Army with perfect technical training. 
The Government wish to separate the Army from all politics, and so 

prevent its being utilised in the interests of parties or persons or for plots 
having nothing whatsoever to do with its mission." 

This speech, often interrupted by acclamation was applauded at great . length. 
General Presan, Chief of the General Staff during the war, and a Senator 

of the right, thanked the President of the Countil .. for having embodied 
in the law the great principle which forever separates the Army from 
influences which have nothing to do with its interests." 

It President of the Council," added the orator, .. in the fortunate results 
which you shall perceive within a short period, after this law has come into 
force, you shall find the satisfaction of having realised the great work undertaken to-day." 

The Senators listened standing to the words of General Presan, and gave great applause. 

From Le Temps. 
RUSSIA. 

PROGRESS IN AVIATION. 
Lord Thomson. Minister for Air. lecturing before the Central Asian Society. 

on June 11th last, said that Russia, which formed the link between Europe and 
Asia, was making great strides in aviation. There was a service every week-day 
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from London, through Berlin, Moscow, and Sochi on the Black Sea to Baku, 
thence weekly to Teheran and from there twice weekly to Bushire, the journey 
occupying 61 hours, 50 minutes actual flying time. 

Russia now had aviation centres at Tashkent, Samarkand, Termes, Kabul, 
Lake A val, Khiva, Charjui, Semipalatinsk, Sergiopol Alma-ata, the most 
important link between Moscow and Tashkent, which gave her access to the 
whole northern frontier of Mghanistan. 

Three new air lines had been added to the Russian network this summer 
and had increased the total length of airways in Russia, from 7,438 miles, to 
11,445 miles. New lines planned for the next three years would raise the total 
length of the airways to 25,955 miles. 

From the Morning Post. 

SOVIET FORTS IN UKRAINE. 

From private sources I hear that the Soviet Government is straining 
every nerve to complete new fortifications to the west of Kieft. 

The works in progress form a semicircle about the town, with a radius of 
about ten miles, and touching the River Dnieper on both ends. Special 
ferro-concrete tanks for gas are to be constructed. 

The work is surrounded with the greatest secrecy, and workers bringing 
building material hand it over to Red Army guards outside the enclosure. 
Detachments of sappers are also felling trees in the neighbourhood of Kieft 
in conformity with strategic considerations. 

The local population is said to explain the urgency of the work by the 
widespread unrest in the Ukraine, and the renewed appearance of partisan 
bands in greater numbers than have been seen since the last wave of 
discontent reached a climax in 1926. 

Morning Post Correspondent, Riga. 

SWEDEN. 
The new Aircraft-carrying Cruiser, the plans of which have recently 

been finally approved by the Government, will be built at the arsenal of 
Getaverken. The construction of this ship-which is estimated to cost 
eleven million kroner-was originally decided on in 1927. The vessel 
will be of 4,800 tons, and she will be equipped with two catapults and 
will carry eight aeroplanes. 

From Lt Temps. 

SWITZERLAND. 
NEARLY A MILLION FOR AVIATION. 

On June 4th the National Council adopted by 1 I~ .votes to .47. an 
allocation of 20 Inlliion francs (£800,000) for Mdltary AVlatton, 
including the purchase of 105 war-planes, and other material. This 
credit had already been voted by the Council of States. 

From the Mor"inK Post. 
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REVIEWS. 
SHERMAN: THE GENIUS OF THE CIVIL WAR. By Capt. B. H. Liddell 

Hart. 21/- net. Ernest Benn, Ltd. . 
The number of outstanding Military Biographies is amazingly 

small, i.e., books of the calibre of Henderson's" Stonewall Jackson," 
Yorck von Wartenburg's " Napoleon as a General," Mahan's" Admiral 
Farragut." The reason is that a true Military Biography cannot be 
written except by a soldier-because only a soldier can get il}to the 
mind of the subject. And commonly, soldiers prefer to treat of the 
objective, external side of war, and write History or Strategy rather 
than Biography. But, be this as it may, Liddell Hart> Sherman 
automatically finds itself in the foremost company. It will always be 
cited as one of the outstanding ones. 

Captain Liddell Hart approached his great task-for Sherman runs 
to 450 large closely-printed pages-only after considerable initial 
practice as a biographer: "Great Captains Unveiled," "A Greater 
than Napoleon," "Reputations." And he utilised an enormous mass 
of material, published and unpublished; while the final knocking into 
shape occupied the available time of more than a year. 

The result is a remarkably well-balanced and well-presented picture 
of the great American leader. Of the twenty-three chapters composing 
the book the first four deal very fully with his n formation" as a 
leader up to the outbreak of the Civil War, and the last consti~utes an 
" Epilogue." The entire intervening portion, four-fifths of the whole, 
deals with Sherman's Civil War career; or, in other words, with the 
part of his life that remains of real world interest-although he survived 
it by over a quarter of a century. It is this remarkable balance-full 
treatment of the essentials; accurate, though not elaborate, adjust
ment of these essentials into a complete picture-that constitutes this 
work a model of its kind. 

Captain Liddell Hart's description of Sherman as " The Genius of 
the Civil War" will certainly come largely as a surprise. Sherman, 
after all, never passed the test of adversity. 

Lee, rightly or wrongly, would probably for most people be " first 
favourite" for the title; and JaCkson-thanks largely to Henderson
would have many supporters. 

And this brings us to realise that Captain Liddell Hart's new work 
fills a very important gap in the military literature open to Europeans. 
The qualifying phrase, ., open to Europeans " is used because there is 
in America an ample literature dealing with the Western campaigns of 
the Civil War that has never been exported, so to speak. To most 
soldiers the American Civil War was a ding-dong struggle swaying to 
and from across the northern half of Virginia for four years :. the rest 
was only trim.mings. Sherman, at long last, provides an accessible and 
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convincing corrective-all the more so by reason of the excellent maps 
and diagrams with which it is liberally provided. 

Evidently, however, it was not the mere tact of liaving fought in the 
West rather than in the East that gives Sherman a claim to being the 
Genius of the Civil War, but rather the manner of his fighting. An 
example will show what is meant. In the opening stages of the great 
offensive against the Confederacy in 1864, Grant in the East and 
Sherman in the West, each disposed of a considerable numerical and 
equipment superiority; but the two commanders made a very different 
use of their advantage. Grant marched up against formidable field
works and left enormous numbers of his best soldiers dead in front of 
them. Sherman mana?uvred, and gained infinitely more ground at 
infinitely less cost-to himself. As a result, while Grant wound up the 
year's campaign stalemated in front of Petersburg lines, Sherman 
wound up his end of it in Atlanta getting ready for a further extensive 
advance. And during his advancing moves his technique in all aspects 
-tactical, logistic, administrative-was admirable. 

Again, Sherman realised more fully than any of his contemporaries 
-except, possibly, Farragut-the significant importance of the 
economic factor in war. This aspect is constantly recurring in Captain 
Liddell Hart's treatment of his subject; and we must remember that 
Sherman grasped this truth half-a-century before the World War. We 
can all grasp it now, because it has become self-evident. 

Sherman it was who steadily tightened up the economic pressure 
around the Confederacy from West to East, making good each succes
sive step before he embarked on the next one, and never looking back. 
In this sense he was clearly the" Genius" of the Civil War in that he 
was the man most clearly imbued with the conditions involved in it ; 
and, consequently, the most successful in applying existing principles 
to those conditions. 

Captain Liddell Hart, in his Sherman, produces a truly remarkable 
book. It interests at a first reading; then one realises that it is not a 
first-reading book merely, but a booK. that will convey far more the 
second time. In due course of time it will come to be regarded as a 
military " classic." In the meantime it will be surprising if it is not 
the most steadily-read volume-by military readers-for a long time 
to come. 

J. J. O'C. 

AUSTRALIA AND THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH. By the Hon. J. G. 
Latham, K.C., M.A., LL.B., Attorney-General of the Common
wealth of Australia. London: Macmillan and Co., Limited. Price 
7/6 net. 
As a 'people we do not understand the British Commonwealth 

although it is obviously most important that we should. With the 
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increasing number of contacts with foreign peoples and States, and 
with the gradual wane of that obsession which keeps th~ eyes of most 
Irishmen turned on our domestic affairs to the exclusion of any view of 
our place in the world at large we shall, no doubt, rapidly increase ,our 
knowledge and understanding of the unique institution called the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. This entity is the outcome of certain 
profound changes in ' the constitution and government of the British 
Empire-changes for which Ireland more than any other country has 
been responsible. While a study of the standard works of Keith is essential 
to a proper understanding of this group of which we are a member the 
book under notice is also most valuable since it contains a discussion by 
an unimpeachable authority 9f the most important current problems of 
the commonwealth from the standpoint of one of our partner States. 

The nature of our past relations with Britain and the intense 
nationalism of the majority of our people make it difficult for us to 
appreciate the relations inter se of other portions of the Commonwealth. 
We have in this book a much-needed means of equipping ourselves with 
that appreciation. 

The book consists of the substance of lectures delivered at the 
University of Queensland in 1928, and deals mainly with the matters 
discussed at the Imperial Conference of 1926 and with questions referred 
by that Conference to the experts' committee wliich sat last year. 
Besides an opening chapter on the " Principles of Freedom" and a 
chapter devoted to each of the five matters discussed at the experts' 
committee there are important chapters on "The Bonds of the 
Commonwealth" and" Unity and Autonomy." 

The author challenges the assertion of our Minister for Defence that 
the King is the sole formal bond of unity. The bonds of race and 
tradition and mutual economic and military advantage are, of course, 
the real ones, but in the Australian view there are other formal bonds 
besides the King. The executive bond of the common king is operative' 
in the sense that if the King is at war with another Power, all the 
subjects of that Power necessarily become alien enemies in relation to 
all the subjects of the King. "This legal proposition is quite consistent 
with the established political principle that, if Great Britain is at war, 
it is the right of each Dominion to determine whether and to what 
extent it will participate in belligerent operations." M;. Latham also 
discusses the legal supremacy of the British Parliament. That legal 
supremacy exists in spite of the fact that it is not exercised and in the 
opinion of Mr. Latham it will continue to exist. Finally, ~he judicial 
bond of the Privy Council is considered. 

The chapter on Unity and Autonomy is particularly important. The 
author concludes that it is upon the issues of peace and war that the 
Commonwealth must continue to act as a unit if it is to continue to 

, 

.. 
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exist. He also believes that separate membership of the League of 
Nations is in fact a bond between the several parts, members of the 
League since they have, in accordance with the covenant, abandoned 
the right of making separate declarations of war on their own account 
against other members of the League, and if the covenant is obeyed all 
parts of the Empire will necessarily be in a state of legal belligerency 
if anyone part of the Empire is at war. The making of treaties and 
the diplomatic representation of the Dominions are discussed fully in the 
light of the decisions of the 1926 Conferenice. 

The book is well documented and contains as an appendix the 
Report of the Imperial Conference of 1926 upon Inter-Imperial Relations. 

M. J. C. 

AIR POWER AND THE CITIES. By J. M. Spaight, C.B.E., LL.D. London: 
Longmans, Green and Co. 15/- net. 
This is an important book by a writer whose authority has been 

well established by his work on this and similar subjects since 1914. 
He points out that even the most ideal system for the maintenance of 
international peace will require its international police forces. A 
secession from the United States of Europ.e is at least as much a 
possibility as the secession which drenched with blood the United States 
of America.. He concludes that air-power is the most suitable as well 
as the most readily available power Jor the enforcement of international 
law, and regards it as an instrument of peace as well as an instrument 
of nationalistic force. 

Starting with the assertion that air-power is but an extension to 
inland cities of the menace that sea-power already has been to coastal 
regions, the histolY of many bombardments of cities from the sea is 
considered. From the history of naval bombardments the author draws 
the following conclusions :-

(1) It is no part of the policy of belligerent nations to destroy 
coastal cities. 

(2) There is a clearly marked tendency to confine attack to military 
objectives, e.g., railways, docks, factories, and stores of 
military utility. 

. He" does not believe that the great cities will be bombed 
1,ndiscriminate1y, or that we shall all be poison-gassed in the next war." 
; , The reasons for that belief are stated in this book. They are by no 
means humanitarian reasons. They are reasons of utilitarian kind, 
reasons of comparative military and political advantage: reasons, in 
short, which govern men's actions in war." 

Mr. Spaight very properly scouts the idea that rival air forces will 
engage in a competition of frightfulness aimed at the civil populations. 
And he holds in common with practically all military thought that 

7 
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air-power will be used against the vitals of the enemy nation. Those 
vitals are the establishments that are essential to the existence of the 
armed forces of the nation and the national life itself. He inclines to 
the opinion that military objectives will be sought for as being 'of first 
importance, and does not, for instance, consider the devastating effect 
of successful air attack of the shipping routes, which are the arteries of 
Britain, and which present in the focal areas and terminals (docks) 
an excellent target. It is interesting to note that he mentions the 
Ardnacrusha power station as being liable to air attack. 

The last chapter in the book is the one in which the munition 
factories and other industrial plants are shown to be at once the 
foundation of modern war and the most excellent and suitable targets of 
aerial bombers. They are fixed and they are the most difficult to protect. 
The paralysis caused by air raids and false alarms of raids is shown 
by figures relating to production at plants subjected to interruption of 
this nature. 

Some of the discussion of the use of air power is a trifle academic. 
The author is inclined to attach undue importance to questions of 
international law. Questions of law will always give way to considera
tions of expediency when nations are engaged in a struggle of 
importance. Each and every means will be used that promises to break 
the will of the enemy except when the disadvantages of a particular 
procedure are likely to outweigh its advantages. It is curious that 
an English writer should believe that while the armed strength of a 
nation remains unbroken there is no certainty of final success (p. 130). 
The German submarine campaign very nearly defeated Britain without 
in any sense breaking her military strength. 

MARLBOROUGH: THE PORTRAIT OF A CONQUEROR. By Donald Barr 
Chidsey. London: John Murray. Price 15/- net. 
This is a brightly written biography by a young American, turned 

out in excellent style as befits the reputation of the publishers. The 
author presents no new historical material and relies for his facts upon 
previously published accounts of his subject. While there is no attempt 
made to cite authorities for many important statements there is ample 
evidence of a genuine effort to appraise the value of the sources of the 
author's material. He properly discounts Macaulay and his school, and 
a~prais~s at ~eir true worth the partizan pamphleteers who perverted 
history m the mterests of faction . 

. Marlbo~ough is a fascinating study; and particularly so to a 
soldIer. While one cannot agree with Mr. Chidsey's view that" he was 
one of the greatest g.enerals of all history, perhaps he was the greatest," 
one must regard hIm as the most brilliant general his country has 
produced. The nature of his problems was such as to make his career 
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particularly instructive to soldiers of to-day. He concerted the Grand 
Alliance against France, using to the fullest extent the remarkable 
capacity which he possessed for lying, cajolery, flattery and intrigue; 
he commanaed an army comprising the most heterogeneous elements ; 
Dutch, English, Scotch, Austrians and representatives of numerous 
small German States, and he was hampered by the demands of each of 
his numerous allies to place their own peculiar interests before those 
of the Alliance. His difficulties with allied commanders were constant 
and numerous and were handled in a most capable manner. Particularly 
instructive is the history of his relations with the timid Dutch Govern
ment. In England, as well as on the Continent, Marlborough had to 
fight, intrigue, threaten and cajole to secure the means for the prosecu
tlion of a war which was vitally important to the future of the country. 
After the unsuccessful campaign of 1703 Marlborough returned to an 
England anxious for various reasons to end the war. We are told that 
he '.' was obliged to talk a sullen parliament into granting fresh supplies 
and appropriations for troops; to protect his own and the Queen's 
political interests; to keep the Allies together; to lay military and 
naval plans for the coming campaign and to handle Sarah Jennings 
Churchill." The latter lady-his wife-was an inspiration and a spur 
to his endeavour; a wielder of Court influence that secured his 
temporary ascendancy and a disturber who entangled him in quarrels 
which practically encompassed his downfall. 

We are given a vivid picture of the life at the Court and the general 
condition of government during the reigns of Charles II., and James II., 
William and Anne. The following from pages 185-186 is a fair account 
of the atmosphere in which Marlborough fought. 

" They were little men in the eighteenth century. They were 
not dreamers. They called themselves practical, and considered 
themselves enlightened; they sneered at visions. Such things as 
they did were done in bits; their schemes were carried out, if at 
all, an inch at a time. Pettiness was habitual to them, originality 
almost unknown. Dean Swift, who knew his generation, wrote of 
the King of the Lilliputians that he was ' taller by almost the 
breadth of my nail, than any of his Court, which alone is enough 
to strike an Awe to the Beholders.' 

" Whales there had been earlier, and later were to be; but 
in the beginning of the eighteenth century the pool was filled with 
pretty goldfish. 

" Then, men lacked the ability to think of things on a grand 
scale. And they lacked, too, the ability to think or act in a s traight 
line. They were crooked by nature. They travelled a tortuous 
Course, inexplicably revelling in detours which were self-imposed. 
The age seemed divinely condemned to twist and tum, to peck and 
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putter, to whisper but never to shout. There was very little honesty 
in it-honesty of thought or of action; there was very little 
sincerity, for the men appeared to be afraid tQ face themselves, 
and they dodged into falsehood and double-dealing instinctively, as 
a naked man might dodge into bushes even though nobody was near 
to see him . 

.. These are reasons why King Louis the Fourteenth and the 
Duke of Marlborough (who would both, however, have been great 
in any age) seem so far superior to their contemporaries as to be 
creatures of another race, another species. Not that either was 
always honest or sincere. But each possessed the ability to per
ceive the obvious. Louis politically, and Marlborough in war, 
they were able to move on a grand scale; they were clear, simple, 
direct, and practical thinkers." . 
Of Marlborough's motives we get no clear account and his 

character remains somewhat obscure. He was not very self-expressive, 
and a remarkably poor education accounts for the fact that he left very 
little written matter as material for the historian. The fog of intrigue 
and treason in which he lived is also a good reason wny his motives must 
remain more or less obscure. . 

In Marlborough's day, according to the author, men were not 
patriots. The circle in which Marlborough moved did not understand the 
word, any way. He, himself, was an experienced traitor. He betrayed 
James and William in tum and then became a protege of the latter. He 
was a great adventurer, a great tactician, a great strategist, a remark
ably successful diplomat, but in no sense a statesman. The really great 
general with wide powers merges into the statesman. All great captains 
were men whose prowess was shown as much in the utilization for 
political purposes of their victories as in the securing of those victories. 
Judged by this standard, Marlborough cannot be said to be la great 
captain, wonderful as were his military successes. 
CHANGING CONDITIONS OF II(PERIAL DEFENCE. By Captain D. H. Cole, 

M.B.E. 
IMPERIAL ECONOMY. By Major R. J. Wilkinson, O.B.E. 

(Both by Sifton Praed and Co., Ltd., London). 
These are, in effect, twin small volumes dealing with the broad 

questions of world-economy and world-strategy as affecting the British 
~mpire as a whole. The two books cover the same ground, approaching 
1t from somewhat different angles, and thus being complementary each 
of the other. Together, they give an exceptionally clear and easily
grasped picture. 

. . Qeamess and brevity of exposition are the outstanding charader
lShcs of tJ.te volumes. And concrete instances are used very skt1fully 
to empha~lse the nature of the problems involved. Take, for example, 
the followmg extract from Imperial Economy: 
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" Consider, for instance, an ordinary rifle cartridge, the 
materials for which have to be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
e.g., copper and zinc from Australia, mercury from Spain, sulphur 
from Italy, lead from Burma, nickel from Canada, aluminium from 
Scotland, cotton from the Sudan, tin from the Straits Settlements, 
and nitrates from Chili. 

" In any future war which the British Empire is forced to wage 
in defence of its interests the whole of the Empire's resources as 
well as the whole of its population will have to be mobilised." 
Not the least interesting feature of these books from the stand

point of general interest is the fact that, by implication, the military 
world-problems of other powers are also dealt with. For example, the 
following are chapter headings in Changing Conditions of Imperial 
Defence: "The United States and Sea Power," "Japan and the 
Pacific," etc., and in Major Wilkinson's volume the problems of these 
inter-power relations form a continual under-current. 

The two books in question can be very strongly recommended for 
careful reading by Officers. While designed in the first instance to suit 
Staff College examinations, they are equally adapted to private study. 

J. J. O'C. 

THE FUTURE OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE. By General Von Seeckt. 
Authorised translation by Oakley Williams. 8/6 net. Thornton, 
Butterworth, Ltd., 15 Bedford Street, London, W.C. 
While politicians and statesmen seldom lose a~ opportunity of dis

playing their ignorance of military matters, soldiers, as a class, are 
strongly disinclined to busy themselves with non-military problems. 
Perhaps that is why, when they do invade the realms of statesmanship, 
they generally justify themselves. 

Since the war, Mussolini, Hindenburg, Rivera, Mustapha Kemal and 
Pilsudski, to mention the most important, have shown that military 
training is not the negation of constructive statesmanship. 

General Von Seeckt is freely mentioned as Hindenburg's successor. 
That alone would attract attention to his book. But the reader who 
expects a work on the lines of Bernhardi's Germany and lite N exl War 
will get the surprise 0 fhis life. 

For this is not the effort of a dilettante who is depending on his 
~ilitary reputation to advertise his writings. It is a calm, logical, 
mcisive, and scholarly survey of every phase of German national and 
economic development. 

There is a Baconian flavour about many of the chapters. Industrial, 
social and ethical problems are lucidly dealt with. Government 
machinery is closely surveyed. The distinguished author's remarks on 
bureaucracy would almost suggest that he had spent the last couple 
of years in this country. His remarks on the rights and duties of a 
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Defence Force are of particular interest to military r~aders, and can be 
cordially recommended to editors of political papers whose ideas on the 
subject require adjustment. 

Chapters on Foreign Policy, the rights and duties of the citizen, 
and the quali&cations, functions and duties of the Head of the State 
complete a work which is a model of brevity and clearness. The 
translator has succeeded admirably in furnishing a polished English 
version of the original. 

L. MacA. 
THE JOURNAL OF MAARTEN HARPERTSZOON TROMP. Translated and 

edited by C. R. Boxer. 21/-. Cambridge University Press. 
Naval questions are of the order of the day, so that the present 

study of the most famous Dutch Admiral of the seventeenth century 
appears at a very opportune moment. Mr. Boxer's book is a particu
larly complete and well-documented study of Tromp's most masterly 
campaign-though, possibly, not the best-known one. 

Contrary to the commonly-accepted view, it was Holland, rather 
than England, that overthrew Spanish sea-power some three centuries 
ago, and Tromp's 1639 campaign it was that &nally decided the issue 
between the contending powers. In this connexion it is interesting to 
note that the Dutch Government-the States-General-being familiar 
with war, gave their Admiral an entirely free hand. On learning of the 
de&nite P!eparation of the Spanish Reet they decided that ~II the business 
would, perforce, have to be left in the hands of God and to the energy 
and courage oil the Lieutenant-Admiral." 

More than that, the States-General solidly backed and encouraged 
Tromp--and that in terms well calculated to give modern paci&sts 
" furiously to think "-" must and will not neglect to destroy the 
Spanish fleet to the utmost of his power, without taking any heed or 
consideration whatsoever of the Harbours, Roadsteads or Bays of the 
Kingdoms in which the same might chance to be; and should he be 
the strongest, or consider that he has the advantage over the Spanish 
or other hostile ships, he will do this same; and in case any French, 
English, Scots, Swedes, Danes, Poles, or Easterlings should attempt 
to hinder the same, he will not on that account desist from his intended 
design, but attack the enemy and destroy them, in so far as may be 
possible, at the same time defending himself with force of arms against 
the aforesaid nations. Withal, he, Lt-Admiral, will Keep this paragraph 
of this Resolution secret, and refrain from communicating it to the 
Captains of the Fleet under his command until such time as he shall 
have to do the same in order to carry out the business." 

That such a government fearlessly shouldering all political 
responsibility, and displaying fullest confidence in its commanders as 
executants-got the results it did get need surprise nobody. Tromps, 
Ruyters, De Witts, Evertsens, do not happen accidentally. Mr. Boxer's 
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admirable work shows how they do come into being, by showing the 
mind of the greatest at work. 

The book is very fully illustrated with charts, plans and diagrams, 
and reproduces some very beautiful engravings. 

J. J. O'e. 
ORAGES D' AC'rER (Storms of Steel). By Ernest Junger, (Translated 

into French by Lieut.-Col. F. Grenier.) 20 francs. Payot, Paris. 
This is a very remarkable book indeed. It consists' of day-to-day 

notes scribbled down in the front-line trenches and shaped into book 
form at the end of the War. The author joined the German Army as a 
young volunteer late in 1914 and went to France as a component of one 
of the earlier reinforcements. Nearly four years later-in August, 1918 

-he was wounded, for the last of several times, ano invalided back to 
Germany. He was then a Lieutenant commanding a Storm Company
for every unit was then commanded by somebody of a grade junior to 
the normal. 

Junger, who received his commission on September, 1915, spent 
his entire war service on the Western Front. His book is, therefore, 
an exceptionally vivid presentation of the Infantry's part in Battles of 
Material. And the lesson stands out clearly that in spite of all material 
developments the value of WELL-TRAINED MEN has not lessened, but 
rather increased. Take the following pen-picture from the Cambrai 
counter-attack--only one of numberless examples. 

"The advance continued, but presently, we met with fresh 
resistance. Hand-grenades came from both sides, bursting with loud 
sound. The technique of the storm-detachments came into play: the 
men formed a chain passing grenades from hand to hand, the snipers 
took post behind traverses to pick off the enemy grenadiers, the platoon
l~aders watched the open ground for a possible counter-attack, the 
hght machine-gun teams occupied emplacements with the best field 
of fire." 

Naturally, in a volume of memoirs a large place is given to the 
moral side, and in this respect Storms of Steel affords a refreshing 
contrast to much recent war literature. The author does not get morbid 
or introspective, as if the War had ruined his life. His only fear was 
as to what the War might do to his country, not to himself. Himself 
he regards as a man called on to fight for his country: this entaIled 
sometimes doing things he did not like-but he could not help that. 

Junger is a thoroughly patriotic German with a great pride and 
confidence in his country's methods and efficiency. Yet this does not 
prevent him criticising •• fool'" Orders, and examples of interference by 
the Rear with the Front. His bOOK is a particularly instructive manual 
of Infantry Morale and Tactics. As for himself-in the phraseology of 
1920-21_'>' I wouldn't mind going on a job with him." 

].].otC. 
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IRLSH HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, No. I.-THE IRISH WAR OF DEFENCE, 
1598-1600. Extracts from the De H ibernia Insula Commentarius 
of Peter Lombard, Archbishop of Armagh. Edited, with introduc
tion and translation by Matthew J. Byrne. 3/6 net. Cork 
University Press. Educational Co. of Ireland, Ltd., Dublin and 
Cork. Longman, Green and Co., Ltd., London. 
In view of the abundant material available it is rather surprising 

that, relatively speaking, very little historical research work has been 
done in this country. The regretted death of Mr. Byrne removed an 
enthusiast who had a very keen appreciation of the value of our old 
historical records and documents. It is only through such documents 
that we can get nearer to an accurate story of our past than successive 
historians have given us. 

The present work deals with the struggle of O'Neill prior to the 
battle of Kinsale. Archbishop Lombard, the author, knowing nothing 
of military science, has left very little that would excite the professional 
interest of soldiers. At the same time his work throws valuable light 
on a period of our history which does not occupy much space in our 
stereotyped history books. 

It is to be hoped that the late Mr. Byrne's effort will meet with 
the success it deserves and encourage scholars to turn their energies 
along the same lines. The book is well printed, and~ considering its 
nature, is cheap. 

L. MacA. 

THE GOOD SOLDIER SCHWEIK. By J aroslav Hasek. Translated by 
Paul Selver and illustrated by Joseph Lada. William Heinemann, 
Ltd., London. 7/6 . 
Jaroslav Hasek, the author, and creator of Schweik, was a 

journalist of Prague. During the war, while serving in the Austrian 
Army, he was taken prisoner on the Eastern front and detained in 
Russian prison ' camps for several years. ' 

On 'h~s return, and while the war was still in progress he commenced 
and published, in serial form, the adventures of The Good Soldier 
S.,hw.eik." His death in 1923 put an untimely end to the Odyssey of this 
king of scroungers. JJ 

The. author has written his book around the." war " experiences of 
a champlo~ dunder~ead. But it can easily be perceived that Schweik is 
not so fo~hsh as hIS experiences suggest. 

In his early days as a soldier he is released from the detention 
barra~ks to become orderly to Otto Katz, an Army .Chaplain. Otto 
Katz. IS . o?l~ a secondary character and yields precedence in our regard 
to hIS IDllDltable orderly, Schweik, from whose attensions may God 
guard us. 

Schweik, for all his simplicity, never reached the front, and his 
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actlVlhes, however foolish they might be, only served to lessen his 
chances of ever getting there. As the author states in his preface, " he 
did not set fire to the temple of the Goddess at Ephesus, like that fool 
of a Herostrate, merely in order to get his name into the news
papers and the school reading-books." In fact, he returned safely to 
Prague, there to practise his profession of selling, literrally, pups to the 
gullible. 

The publishers of The Good Soldier Schweik have not taken the 
tide in war books at its flood, yet I venture to propnesy that it will not 
fail to find an eager and sympathetic public. 

The book, despite its humorous form, has its serious vein. It 
reflects the author's and the Czech hatred of Austrian domination, and 
of the titular heads of that domination, the House of Hapsburg. None 
vf the powers of satire and biting wit, of which the author is master, 
are spared when dealing with officers of the Austrian Imperial Army and 
with Austrian officials. The former would seem, indeed, to have 
developed neither competence, meekness, nor experience since Napoleon 
attempted to teach them something about these virtues; while the 
latter are depicted as possessors of such a wooden-headed bureaucratic 
spirit as seems impossible of belief. 

The book can strongly be recommended. Though most amusing, 
it gives a rather striking picture of Austria's malcontents during the 
war; gives, at it were, a glimpse of the war tIirough the kitchen 
window. Enjoyment of the adventures of The Good Soldier Scltweik is 
added to by the apt illustrations of Joseph Lada, who has unerringly 
caught the hero's personality. The translator deserves to be congratu-
lated. H.O'N. 

THE ECQNOMIC ASPECTS OF SOVEREIGNTY. By R. G. Hawtrey. 
London: Longmans, Green and Co. 9/- net. 
War is usually the outcome of combination of differences between 

States--differences so important and so acute that neither party will 
yield to the other and both appeal to force. Most of these differences 
have their root in the economic conflict which is being waged between 
all modem States, and the economic causes of war is a subject 
demanding close study by soldiers as well as statesmen. In the book 
under notice the principal theme is the motive of economic expansion 
or exploitation by the extension of sovereignty, and the treatment is 
such as to make it a most valuable study. It should be read by aU staff-
officers, particularly those at the Dep~rtment of D~fence. . 

Governments possess in virture of their sovereIgnty over vanous 
territories rights which are really rights of property. Like a landlord, 
each government receives an unearned income which is in effect 
distributed among its nationals in the shape of a higher scale of li~~g. 
These valuable rights must be maintained in opposition to the cupIdity 
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of other governments and people, and they are often extorted by force 
from weaker States. All national rights are subordinate to force, and 
force, says the author, "being the all-important means, becomes a 
principal end, possibly the principal end of national policy." 

The book is valuable for the reason, also, that it contains an 
excellent, if brief, survey of economic power, and since war is as 
much an economic struggle as a contest between armed forces, the 
importance of this subject in relation to defence is obvious. Although 
the primary consideration in determining the power of a State to wage 
war is its wealth, it is not merely quantity of wealth that is needed but 
mobility of wealth as well. Transport facilities and credit facilities are 
the basis of this, mobility and a highly organised commerce can 
readily be made to yield its toll to the State, whereas a primitive State 
may possess great wealth without the central authority being able to 
mobilize much of it for the prosecution of a war. 

The economic power that resides in well organised industries is 
considered, and the author says in this connection that" every country 
which aspires to be a military power carries on some manufacture of 
munitions and equipment in peace time." Neutral sources of supply 
will be available according to the capacity of the belligerent State to 
export home products and according to its credit. A country's power 
of borrowing abroad will depend on its reputation for good faith in 
fulfilling its engagements and on its capacity to pay. Capacity to pay, 
in tum, depends on wealth and the mobility of wealth. 

The invisible components of power-the imponderables-are also 
considered, and in particular, the importance of a country's pres tige. 
This and many other subjects dealt with in the book are live political 
issues in our own country, and the author's views read almost like 
lectures to some of our politicians. For instance: "Self-sufficiency 
as a war policy is half-way to defeat. It means the abandonment of the 
advantage of imported supplies, and imported supplies whether 
« necessary' or not will certainly be of great assistance in carrying on 
the war. . . . Clearly it is of little use being independent of 'foreign 
food supplies if the country remains dependent on imports of munitions 
or materials. " 

M.]. C. 

The following books have been received and will be reviewed in our next 
i sue:-

A Short Hiatory of British Ezpanrion. 2 Vois. By James A. 
Williamson. 

KitcheneT. By Brigadier·General Ballard. 
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MAGAZINES. 
AMEIUCA. 

THE INFANTRY JOURNAL, April, 1930. 

This number provides pabulum for the technician io ,/ Chetllica'! 
Tactics," by Lt.-Col. C. E. T. Lull, CM.S., and" What do We want 
as an Infantry Tank? " by Lt. M. B. Booth. The " Dea.th of a Divi
sion " fairly described as " an unusual and vivid picture of war " and 
" Mexico and Revolution" deal with contemporary events in a. ~lJ.nner 
useful to future historians, while the attractive historical study" Fetro
spect " is developed with the aid of useful sketches. 

Important psychological considerations are treated by col. C. M· 
Bondel, in /( Is Leadership Losing its Importance," and f!)rthe r asP~ctS 
are covered by Capt. J. L. Tipper in " The Training of the InfantrY 
Team." 

/( The Extent and Cost of Armaments," by Prof. Dr. Hertllon LevY 
postulates that percentage of national income is the true cofJlPat'ative 
criterion rather than actual expenditure. 

/( Never Mind the Communications" is a defence (or is it a glot'ilica.
tion?) of the Signal Corps '!' writ sarcastic." 
. Cross-country Driving provides lighter but not less ioteresting and 
mformative material. It will appeal particularly to those wpo follow, 
but dislike, the beaten track. 

J. p. M. C. 

THE INFANTRY JOURNAL. 

May, 1930. 

Infantry vs. Attack Aviation is the title of an article by MajOr r.,. t. Boyd 
and Lieut. J. J. Greene. It deals with two imaginary battles betweetllnialltrj' 
~d Air Craft, and gives interesting figures as to the possible casua.J.ties 00 botll 
SIdes. 

The article is well worth reading by Officers of both Anns of tlle Sef\'icC, 
Particularly by Infantry Officers, for, as the authors say ... Infaotty of to-d.aY 
should and does respect the threat of Aerial attacks." 

Natural Tendencies in Combat, by Major J. W. Lang, deals With the teo
dencies of the Small Unit Commander to join in the fire fight . 1h author 
pleads the case for equipping Squad Commanders with a weapon whicl1 ~ 
preclude them from joining in the fire fight at long ranges atld tblls loswg 
Control of their men' but which will at the same time add gteat1}t to the 
~olume and efficienc; of fire at close ranges, when fire control ta1Ce clU' of 
Itself. 
. He suggests the " Thompson Gun .. as the most suitable WeaPot) attd giveS 
mteresting facts regarding its capabilities. 

The Psychological Effect of Infantry Weapons, by Capt. ~. M. Coonars, 
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raises the question as to what extent the individual should be instructed in 
the use and destructive powers of the weapon with which he is anned. 

Among other articles the following make interesting reading: 
John Brown's Raid-September, 1777. 
The Cruise of the MaIolo. 
The Training of the Infantry Team. 
Was Joffre a Great General . 
Retrospect. 

THE INFANTRY JOURNAL. 

June, 1930. 

D. O'S. 

Training for Anti-tank Fire with the 37mm. Gun, is the title of an article by 
Capt C. L. Crim. He deals thoroughly with the duties of each member of the 
Gun Team, and gives some useful infonnation how" Preparatory Training" 
can be accomplished. 

Chemical Tactics, by Lt.-Col. C. E. T . Lull is an article which should be 
studied by officers of all Arms. He deals exhaustively with the responsibilities 
of officers for Gas discipline, and points out that none but troop Commanders 
can impart it. The author suggests the following objectives when planning 
instructions and in judging progress. 

" 1st objective: Individual proficiency in quick and accurate adjustment 
of the gas mask, its inspection and care." 

•• 2nd objective: Ability on the part of the soldier to perlonn his nonna! 
physical and military functions while wearing the mask with a minimum 
of excitement and fatigue." 

" 3rd objective: Efficient functioning of the Combat Team when exposed 
to Gas." 

Major 'F. B. Jordan continues his interesting series of articles on the Civil 
War under the title of .. Retrospect." 

The Cruise of the Malolo, by Corporal Z, is the second article of a series 
describing his experiences in Japan and China. 

Three Letters, by Major D. B. Sanger embodies an exchange of Letters 
between General R. E . Lee and Jefferson Davis from which many Military 
lessons may be learned. 

Besides the usual Reviews and discussions the following interesting 
articles also appear: 

The Infantry and the Coast Artillery-An Air Defence Team. 

The Stores of the Czechoslavaks. 

Modem Recruiting. 

Macabebes. 

D.O'S. 
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COAST ARTILLERY JOURNAL, April, 1930. 
" Battery'.' E ' Wins the Knox Trophy JJ contains an account of 

the winning of this competition by an A.A. machine gun battery. 
" Significant Figures" are discussed in a popular manner. 
"Combined Operations at Yorktown during the Revolutionary 

War" are very well described by Major Jenkins, C.A.C., and the story 
has valuable lessons. 

THE MILITARY ENGINiEER, March-April, 1930. 
There is a short but well-illustrated account of the" Fall of Port 

Arthur JJ by a Major-General of the Imperial Russian Army. 
" The DeVelopment of Commercial Aviation" is surveyed by the 

sales manager of an Airplane Company. 
The" Status of Industrial Mobilization Plans JJ are described at 

some length. This is an important article of particular interest to the 
Department of Defence. 

"Breaching Wire with the Bangalone Torpedo JJ describes this 
simple and effective method of dealing with wire entanglements. This 
weapon is described as ." a piece of gutter pipe loaded with T.N.T. and 
placed under the wire by an engineer soldier who worked forward with 
the torpedo somewhat in the manner of a rifle man crawling with his 
rifle. 

" Photographing Alaska from the Air JJ is described by a Topo
graphical Engineer. 

BIUTAIN. 
THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ARTILLERY, April, 1930. 

A lengthy lecture by Captain J. V. Creagh, D.S.O., R.N., on " The 
Navy To-Day JJ is reported. It is a most valuable summary of the 
composition and duties of the Navy in peace and war. The protection 
of the trade routes is dealt with at some length, and the employment 
of the fleet against the enemy main forces is also depicted in a lucid 
manner. There are two useful diagrams. 

There is a most interesting account of the progress of the Artillery 
during and since the great war under the title, " The New Artillery. JJ 

~he increased importance of the Brigade as a tactical ~it is the p~
clpal change discussed, and the co-ordination of the Bngade effort IS 

dealt with in considerable detail. 
The main points in this co-ordination are ;-
(a) Organization of the observation of the brigade. 
(b) Training of the brigade in the various methods of bringing 

about a " brigade concentration of fire. JJ 

(c) The establishment in the brigade of a quick, simple and 
accurate brigade intercommunication . 

. " Means of promoting closer Relations between R~gular ~my and 
Terntorial Army Units of the Royal Artillery" are conSIdered 10 a short 
but valuable article. 



100 An t:-05tAC. July. 

The advantages of brigade concentrations are also discussed in a 
dialogue entitled, " Mutt and Jeff at War." 

There is a fine historical article:- " Moving Warfare: The 
Artillery at Rossignol, 22nd August, 1914." There are illustrations and 
two good maps. 

" The Bombardment of The Hartlepools " is described in a short 
article. 

THE ARMY QUARTERLY, April, 1930. 
Under the title "Prologue to a Tragedy" the causes of the Indian 

Mutiny are studied. The author says: "It is a moment to refresh 
our memories of the mistakes that lead up to the mutiny." 

There is the first of an important series of articles which were 
delivered as lectures at the Staff College in 1929. The title is " British 
Land Strategy in Four Great Wars-1702-1802," and the author is the 
well-known military writer, Major-General Sir W. E. Bird. The article 
under notice contains an introduction and an account of the War of the 
Spanish Succession. 

Another important article is by Lieut.-General Sir George MacMunn 
on " Lines of Communications in the Dardanelles." 

In an article on -" The Organisation of the Modern Infantry 
Battalion," the author argues against the change from four to three 
rifle companies. He proposes that a fourth company be added to the 
war establishment and that companies consist of 120 rather than 160 
men. 

" Platoon Leadership in the Encounter Attack," is discussed in an 
article which should be studied by all infantry officers. The article is 
short but it is of considerable value. 

The following is an extract from an article on " Recruiting." 
"The chief reasons for the present shortage of recruits, and 

possibly for an eventual greater shortage, are: (I) th;l.t there are 
fewer males in Great Britain to recruit from as a result of the late 
war. This reduction in supply will be felt particularly between the 
years 1931 and 1936; (2) that there is a greater competition with 
civilian firms than formerly; (3) that the standard of comfort in civil 
life is greater; (4) that there is a lack of interest among the civil 
population in military affairs; and (5) that potential recruits are 
ignorant of the advantages to be derived from service in the Army." 

The author's solution for this shortage comprises the following: 
.. (I) Recruits should be satisfied that they will have a reasonable 

chance of obtaining civil employment, compatible with the 
status of their parents, after they have completed their 
service with the Colours. 
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" (2) Potential recruits should be l'!nlightened as to the advantage 
of service in the Army compared with employment with 
civil firms. 

" (3) A greater interest in the Army should be aroused among 
the civilian population. 

" (4) The ambitious recruit should be attracted by ensuring that 
he is made aware of the chances of promotion in the Army, 
and, if a recruit should prove himself ambitious and capable, 
it should be made easier for him to obtain promotion. 

" These are the principles to work on, and they can be put into 
a practical form by improving the vocational training system in the 
Army, by propaganda and by a slight alteration in the system of 
promotion. " 

Other articles are :-
" Reflections on the Recent Disturbances in Palestine, August, 

1929." By Captain A. W. Lee, M.e. 
" The Austrian Official History of the War." 
" General von Kuhl's Commentaries on the War." 
" Sidelights on the Battle of Rafa, 9th of January, 1917." By 

Colonel S. H. Kershaw, D.S.O . 
. " Promotions in the Field." By Major F. R. Phelan, D.S.O., M.C., 

Canadian Grenadier Guards. 
" The Memoirs of Baron de Marbot." Part I. 
" Searchlights in Air Defence." By Major J. S. Baines, R.E. 
" Germany's Apostle of War." By Captain H. Meredith Logan, 

The Royal Canadian Regiment. 
" Isandhlwana." (With Map.) 
" The Deterioration of Recruiting in the Territorial Army." By 

Captain E. Blackwell. 
JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL UNITED SERVICE INSTITUTION, 

February, 1930 . 

Brigadier J. Sutherland Brown contributes an article on the 
Canadian Defence Forces which is reproduced by permission in this 
number of AN T-OGLACH. 

There is a report of an interesting lecture on n The Co-ordination 
of Imperial Defence, by Major Walter Elliot, M.P., who was a memb.er 
of the late Conservative Government. The lecturer notes that, while 
military collaboration is accepted and enjoined between the United 
Kingdom, France, Italy and Japan in consequence of various treaties, 
no such provisions exist anywhere as between Great Britain and the 
Dominions. Attention is drawn to the fact that problems of defence 
nowadays demand a range or knowledge so wide that no one set of 
technical experts can possibly master the whole of it. The Committee 
of Imperial Defence provides Britain with the machinery for having all 
aspects of Defence Problems considered and co-ordinated. 
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Major Elliot goes on to say that the whole problem of co-ordination 
is, how far the layman and the technical specialist can meet and jointly 
apply the methods of committee. ,/ The executive decision of the future, 
the joint co-ordinating decisions on which everything depends will have 
to be decisions of persuasion and not of command, and these decisions 
will need to be framed by mixed committees in which technical men 
will have to be in association with people whom they may not know very 
well, many of whom they dislike, and some of whom, quite possibly, 
they despise. 

" Australia's Part in Naval Defence" is described in a lecture by 
Captain A. J. Feakes, R.A.N., and there is an article on " The New 
Zealand Division of the Royal Navy." 

There is a fine article on " The Conduct of Modem War" in which 
extensive use is made of two books reviewed in the last number of 
AN T-OGLACH-British Strategy and The Decisive Wars of History. 
The author discusses the conduct of war in its widest aspects by the 
Government; war policy; grand strategy; and the handling of armies. 
There are some very interesting pages devoted to a consideration of 
National Characteristics in Strategy. 

The following articles also appear :-

'I' The Briton as a Fighting Man." 
" The Principles of War." 
" The Future of the Profession of Arms." 
" The Attack of Daylight Bombing Formations." 
" Blind Flying." 
" Modem Military Bridging." 
" Air Defence." 
" A Pioneer Battalion in the Great War." 
" The Limitations of the Tank." 
" Armoured Cars and the Royal Air Force." 
" The Imperial Japanese Naval College." 
" Tne Situation in the Middle East." 
" A Midshipman in the Egyptian War." 
" The Defence of the Suez CanaL" 
" India and Afghanistan." 

THE ROYAL ENGINEERS JOURNAL. June, 1930 . 

There is a report of a lecture on " Defence Against Gas " which 
gives m~ch important data on the employment of mustard gas and 
the outlIne of a problem or scheme providing for the employment of 
mu~t~rd gas by an Infantry brigade retiring to a prepared defensive 
poSItIon. 

Some sound, practical, advice on " Field Company Training with 
Other Arms " deals mainly with demolitions and road blocks. 
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Part 1. of a very interesting account of " The German Engineer 
and Pioneer Corps " deals with its early history and organization up to 
the outbreak of the Great War. 

An article on " The Training of the Territorial Engineer Officer" 
contains many sound suggestions for the training of non-permanent 
officers. Great stress is laid on courses at regular army schools and 
other methods of furthering the officers' education are suggested. 

The author of an article entitled " Earthworks," deals with :
" A. The great importance of rapid digging to secure protection of 

(i.) the average infantryman, and (ii.) the average sapper in 
the new armies, at least. 

" B. The difficulty of getting a supply of tools up to the forward 
position during an advance. 

" C. The unsuitability of the tools provided (i.) as regards type, 
and (ii.) as regards conditIon." 

Besides the usual excellent reviews and memoirs there are also 
articles on the following :-

The Native Princes of India. 
The Problem of the Last 800 Yards (by Brig. Fuller-already 

noticed in reviews of other magazines). 
The Shortcoming of Reinforced Concrete Road Design. 
The Ordnance Survey in Relation to War. 
The Interpretation of Air Photographs. 
The Strength of Timber Struts. 
Etc., etc. 

FRANCE. 
REVUE D' ARTILLERIE. March, 1930 . 

Although in all likelihood ours will never be a very heavily
artilleried army, still, the very varied reading afforded by the R evTU 
d' Artillerie will at all times be assimilated with profit. The present 
number is of even more than usual interest and value. 

There is, first of all, a serial anonymous article- whose three-star 
signature marks it as the work of a general officer-" Study of a 
Concrete Example of the Use of Artillery in the Attack." The attack 
is imagined as on a strongly-fortified and occupied field position; 
because, as the author remarks, since the greater contains the less this 
will facilitate the attack on a hastily-entrenched line. Every phase of 
the operation-including co-operation with the Infantry is gone into in 
full detail. 

Very profitable to be read in conjunction with this is the translation 
of Colonel Bruchmiiller's: "Artillery in the Offensive in Position-
Warfare," the Colonel being the German specialist who elaborated the 
attack-doctrine as far as the Artillery was concerned. And we see the 
great advantage of the French method in its flexibility; wherea!' the 
German method needs a Bruchmiiller for the best results to follow. 

I 
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There is also a summarised translation of General Peck's article 
on " Mechanisation" from the Royal Artillery /our,nal, illustrated by 
some excellent photographs. 

Captain Basset's historical article on David Rivault de Flurance 
serves to bring home the fact that Artillery as a science was studied 
methodically in France well over three centuries ago; and Captain 
Duvignac's " Quick Method of Plotting a Point" will be of interest to 
Topographers as well as to Artillerymen. 

J. J. O'C. 

GERMANY. 
HEERESTlECHNIK. (A monthly journal for technical problems in the 

German Army.) 
In the March number Dr. Hermann Buescher discusses at length 

some of the aspects of chemical warfare. The writer introduces his 
subject by attacking the defeatist attitude assumed by the German 
public in the matter of defence against" noxious-gas "-an attitude 
of helplessness encouraged by imaginative writers ignorant of their 
subject. Dr. Buescher, speaking from the experience of years of intimate 
association with all types of war-gas, shows that this attitude is totally 
unjustifiable. The village of Breloh, which, towards the end of the 
Great War, was the centre of gas-production, became, after the Treaty 
of Versailles, the seat of destruction of German gas munitions, etc. 
During the period 1919-25, 48,000 tons of these munitions were 
destroyed. These included all types of war-gas :-Lachrymatory, green 
cross, yellow cross and blue cross. The personnel employed in the 
work of destruction were, as the result of the experiences of explosions 
and other accidents, formally instructed in (a) the nature and action 
of war-gases so that the fear or carelessness born of ignorance was 
eliminated; (b) protective measures, e.g., the wearing of a gas-mask; 
(c) treatment, e.g., immediate application of chloride of lime to a skin
surface in contact with mustard-gas; immediate physical rest for a 
patient suspected of having inhaled gas. The author has designed a 
first-aid haversack and pannier with elaborate third compartments to 
meet cases of gas-poisoning on military service. The article is well
illustrated-two of the illustrations showing a mask with transparent 
face-piece. The advantage of this type of mask are strongly emphasised . 

.. Protection against Air-Craft for the Civil Population in Foreign 
Countries " and reviews of books dealing with the Eastern front in the 
World War complete the number. 

T. MacC. 
ITALY. 

RIvISTA MILITAlU: ITALlANA. May, 1930 . Carlo Voghera, Rome, 
The first article in the present number of the Rivista Militarl 

ItalilUl4 affords a notable example of the continuity of national ideals. 
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It is a thoughtful article by Lieut.-Col. Reisoli on Virgil and forms a 
contribution by the Italian Army to the memory of the great Latin poet 
whose bi-millenary celebrations have recently taken place. 

The secon:d article is a Prize Essay of some thirty-one pages by 
Major Marini, written for a prize offered by the General Staff. 
Commonly, similar prizes are offered by military journal!: and the present 
would seem a commendable example of encouraging extra-routine 
thought. Major Marini's article is entitled: .'1 An Apologia for 
Technical Progress," and emphasises the influence on war of improve
ments in material. At the same time Major Marini is no mechaniser, 
" as if the machine will leave no work for a stout heart." He draws a 
just balance as between mind and matter. 

Colonel Rosmini studies by means of a tactical situation on the 
map, ." Services of the Division in Combat." This is a sequel to former 
studies on the Corps d' Armee and Division in other places-Approach
March, Assembly Position, etc. This commonly rather neglected aspect 
of warfare is treated by him very dearly and fully, and his exposition is 
well worthy of careful study. 

General Appiotti concludes his serial study: "Movement-Warfare 
in Mountain Terrain." This work is based on the lessons of the 
Transylvanian Campaign of Autumn, 1916, and is the first systematic 
treatment of that war we have seen other than by an actual belligerent. 
General Appiotti has thus the great advantage of being able to see both 
sides, and also to profit by their documentation. The General terminates 
by emphasing the supreme need for the Italian-more than any other
Army to thoroughly master strategically and tactically the problems of 
mountain warfare. 

The bibliographic section of the book- Italian and foreign books, 
reviews, is very extensive, running to over 50 pages. 

].].O'C. 

REVISTA MILITARE ITALIANA, April, 1930. Colonel Trezzani, 
in an expression of views on the battle of to-day states, apropos of the World 
War: "Long periods of immobility were necessary to provide and collect 
the material required for an offensive battle. The War was an alternation 
of periods of preparation for battle and of battles, but as the former were 
immeasurably longer and more toilsome we, taken rather with the external 
aspect than with the substance of things, believe that the War was the trenches 
and not the battles which at lenghty intervals interrupted its continuity. 
Now after the lapse of a decade we can take another view of modem war and 
decide that it is an alternation of battle and movement which lasts until the 
less resistant of the two enemies, convinced that he cannot conquer, accepts 
the tenns of peace imposed by his opponent. Much of the difference between 
the form of the last war and that of its predecessors consists in the changed 
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relationship between these two facts,-battles and movement, formerly
few battles and much movement, yesterday many battles and little movement
moreover in the past battles set and decided in a single day-yesterday very 
lengthy battles lasting, between preparation and development, for weeks, if 
not for months." This is his view-point. He assails the tendency which is 
creeping in to organise attack too rapidly. Excluding the possibility of a clash 
between two armies in motion the author premises that at the moment of 
attack the defence is already organised in its fundamental elements-that 
consequently the delay which must necessarily intervene between approach 
and attack will be rather long and that that will be more to the advantage 
of the attack than of the defence. The author concludes by referring for 
support to the spirit of the Regulations which do not demand rapid action at all 
times and at all costs. 

General Appiotti continues his discussion on mobile warfare in mountainous 
terrain by detailing the campaign in Transylvania during the period September
November, 1916. His descriptions of the battles of Hermannstadt, Geisterwald 
and Kronstadt are supported by sketches. 

Lieut. Colonel Moretta in .. The Leader in War," insists that in spite 
of the preponderance of •• material" things-the personality of the leader 
is still a deciding factor. He searches history from the days of ancient Rome 
in quest of types which show the remarkable influence of the character of 
the leader, apart from his professional skill, on the issue. 

General Aymonier discusses t'The Reconnaissance Element of an Army 
Corps" in many of its aspects. . 

T. MACe. 

SWITZERLAND. 

ALLGEMEINE SCHWEIZERISCHE MILITARZEITUNG (March, 1930).-

General Von Seeckt's presentation of modem principles of defence, as 
embodied in a lecture to Swiss Officers, is analysed by Major M. Rothlisberger. 
The latter summarises the views advanced as follows :-" The small well
selected professional Army should provide a way out of the chaos of 
t material' war-fare ; it should, through suppression of the mass-army, 
convert war from a senseless slaughter to a military struggle; it should secure 
again for the human mind a determining influence on the conduct of war and 
so restore the true art of war. With the small professional army a war can be 
decided without exposing large sections of the community to needless suffering 
(e.g. captivity) or without having to fight until a stage of utter exhaustion 
is reached ." The implication here is that war can be decided by purely 
military measures. This is not so; in future wars the existence or non
existence of States will be at stake. The use of professional armies would merely 
help to prolong the struggle. The Thirty Years' War lasted so long because 
it was waged by professional soldiers and not by the people. If, in the World 
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War, four years were necessary for the exhaustion of one side, one is forced 
to the conclusion that future wars waged by professional armies would last much 
longer. The employment of professional soldiers might, however, give peoples 
and governments time to think and to realise what they were doing and so lead 
to peace; this is far removed however from peace consequent on decisive 
military action. 

General Von Seeckt suggests that the small professional army is competent 
to carry on a war of defence or attack. In reality such an army could fight 
for a prolonged period only within its own territory. It cannot become an 
invader. It is simply an instrument of defence and consequently it must be 
admitted that the general employment of such armies would most rapidly 
produce disarmament-by limiting powers of aggression. 

A TRAINING PROBLEM. Lt. O. F. W. refers to the storm of civilian protest 
consequent on certain fatal accidents (e.g., drownings) in the course of military 
training and bluntly asks :-Is training in physical risk essential to the 
proper training of the soldier? Training in a sense of duty is strongly insisted 
on and, as a result of practice, is so firmly anchored in the deeper reflex layers 
of being that it becomes automatic. For some this is all-embracing
and they deprecate a special system for training in courage. The author 
describes courage as an aggressive will to overcome danger. Courage realises 
the existence of fear and is its repression. He is courageous who experiences 
terror but overcomes it. He re-tells the story of the sentry, who, when 
upbraided by his colleague for timidity, replied: • If you were as afraid as I 
am, you would have run away long ago.' The author points out that the born 
soldier is gifted with innate strength to overcome fear, and he insists that the 
average soldier can have courage nurtured in him by frequent performance of 
dangerous exercises. He insists moreover that such training is highly necessary 
in an army where the' militiaman with his civilian ideas and standards pre
dominates--the civilian code circling round sel.f-preservation whilst the military 
demand is risk. 

II THE REGIMENTAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER," is the final instalment by 
Captain Hausamann on this subject-detailing the activities of this officer 
in peace and war. 

II PATROLLING BEHIND THE ENEMY LINES," is a vivid description (with 
s~etch) of the experiences of a French Cavalry Patrol behind the German 
lines at Noyon, 1914. (The only contribution in French-apart from some 
NapoleOnic obiter dicta.) 

II CHANGE FOR THE SAKE OF CHANGE," and II TACTICAL PROBLEMS and 
TRAINING IN ARTILLERY" arc elaborate criticisms of existing training methods, 
with constmctive pro~sals. 



108 An c-OStAC. July. 

In If How CAN THE COMMISSARIAT OF OUR ARMY BE IMPROVED?" Captain 
Hasler complains that If Supply" is manned by Soldier Class II ., and that 
especially in regard to cooking there is much room for improvement. Trained 
personnel is not provided in adequate number, and the writer makes a case 
for a proper system of training ' (including refresher courses) in this important 
military branch. 

Alcoholism in relation to niilitary efficiency is discussed by Ulrich Wille
who is an ungrudging admirer of the work of restrictive legislation. 

T. MAcC. 

NOTE TO READERS. 

As our readers are aware, no small part of the revenue of this Journal 
is derived from our advertisers. We do not receive these advertisements as 
charitable contributions, but from business men who hope to do increased 
business from the publicity which we extend to them. They pay us, and we 
publish; but the transactions do not end there. They must get our support 
as purcbasers of their wares if they are to continue supporting this Journal. 
Pains are taken by AN TOGLACH managem~nt to ensure that only the most 
reputable firms-concern." in the high quality of whose goods reliance may be 
placed-utilise our pages as an advertising medium. And the duty of our 
readers is obvious; they are bound in honour to support these traders who 
support us. We ask them, therefore, to ask themselves this question when 
they are about to purchase: If Does he advertise in AN TOGLACH "; and if 
the answer is in the negative it should negative the buying. 

A1UIY BENEvOLENT PUlm DANCE. 

The Annual Dance in aid of the Army Benevolent Fund will be held 
on Wednesday. August 6th. in the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham. It is being 
organi d und the di tinguished patronage of their Excellencies the Governor
General and irs. McNeill. and looks like being one of the principal social events 
of th year. The tickets, including supper. cost one guinea each, and may 
be obtained from any of the following: Mrs. Ernest Blythe, Belmont. Sandford 
Road, Dublin; Mrs. urnaghan, 25 Upper Fitzwilliam Street, Corndt. J. J. 
Kingston McKee Barracks. Phoenix Park; Mrs. Barniville, 9 Merrion Square; Mrs. Callaghan, Lowville House, Merrion Road, and Surgeon P. J. Keogh. 19 Lower Fitzwilliam Street. 


